There is little hope of King Oscar’s
TecOvery.

The Mexioan government has assum-
ol control of its principal railroads.

The president will endorse ship sub-
sidy in a special messatge to congress
after the holidays.

Two lake steamoers collided off Duluth
and it is fearad one of the vessels is lost
together with 31 men.

The Northern Pacific announces an
increase in ita capital stock from §1585,-
000,000 to $250,000,000,

Al mprs-r properties in the United
States and Mexico are now  controlled
by Standand Vil interests.

An amendment to the rate law has
been  introducsd  allowing newspaper
publishers and railroad s to
exchange tickels and advertising.

The kaiser is in contlict with the
Clerical2 and Soclalists, and a more
bitter church  war is promised in Ger-
many than that now on in France.

North Dakota and Minnesota are
without fuel and & severe blizzand s
maging. There is much suffering and
death s expected a8 a result of the cold,

The nother of Dr. Osler, who advo-
cates death for persons on maching 60,
hats just celebrated her 100th birthday
and does not appear to be in the way
even ot that sdvaneed age.

o King Oscar, of Sweden, is seriously
1.

Andrew Carnegie favors an inherit-
ance tax.

Church afinirs in France are assum-
ing a serious aspect.

A blizeard has tied up railroad traffic
in North Dukota.

Roosevelt has yielded to congress and
will drop the spelling reform.

The Pittsburg chamber of commerce
proposes suppression of divorce news.

Poachers are slaughtering elk in  the
Yellowstone park preserves to secure
their teeth.

Roosevelt will send a sensationsl
Mmessage to congress in a few days on
the Japanese question.

In the trinl of the new hattleship
Kansas every test was successful, Her
speed exceedd 18 knots,

Harriman claims the car shortage is
due to the car builders. He says over
# year ago he ordered 16,000 freight
cars, und they are just being delivered.

The Interstate Conmmerce eommis-
sion siys there is not a single large
railway system but  what can go into
its big terminal vards any day and
gather 500 empty freight cars.

Senntor Brown is at the pointof
death.

Democrats in the honss  oppose
Moody's conflrmation as supreme judge.

Mexico had a net surplas of $20,000,-
000 for the vear ending June 30, 1908,

Three women are implicated in the
Nebraska land frauds now on trial at
Omauln.

Representative Kahn, of Californin,
iz very bitter agninst Japanese immi-
gration.

Fraace has expelled the pope's agents
and is otherwise pushing the war on
the church.

Rockefeller has offered $100,000 to-
word missionary work in Egypt and
the Boudan.

The Spanish government ia consider-
ing the question of placing an import
duoty on wheat.

Ice blocks the “8o00'' canal and there
is a great fleet of vessels at each end
wiiting to get throngh,

Roosevelt will drop Bristol if the
asenate refuses to confirm him as United
States attorney for Oregon,

The Russian minister of foreign
affairs declares it will not be necessary
to borrow money again in the near
Tatore,

Commiseioner Garfield says Federal
Bicense is the method which will con-
trol the trusts and corporations in the
future and is the only solution.

Reliigous strife ie assured in France.

Mayor Schimnitz wants the timeof his
trinl extended,

Canada is also having trouble with
Japanese coolies.

The pope declares nothing will stop
the struggle in Franee except victory for
the charch.

RAISE OFFICIAL SALARIES,

Party Leaders In House Agree to Dis-
cuss the Question.

Washingtan, Deo. 14.—The house s
seemingly inolined to mise the salaries
of the members a8 well ns those of the
vice president, spmker, seuators and
abingt officers.  Before resuming con-
sidertion of the legislative, judicial
and axecutive approprintion bill yester-
day, Littaner, of New York, ondeay-
ored 1o have a resolution adopted pro-
viding for aking up the question in the
vommittes of the whole, but Under-
wood, of Alabama, objected to its von.
sldemtion in committee. He said,
however, he would make no objection
to its disoussion in the howso after the
bill was veported by the eommittes of
the whole. _

Ho added that he was oppoeed to the
increaso, but said he would not block
the way of serions considemtion. His
sugeestion formed the basis of an agree-
ment that, when the bill shall be re-
ported, the question of & geneml ad-
vance in salaries will be taken up
nnd  wvoled  upon as an amendment be-
fore the legislative bill is finally acted
u X .
lm‘l'“t:a resolution inereases the mlaries
of senators uid representatives to §7,-
500 and makes other inerenses in offi-
cinl salaries. The resolution niso fixes
the salarivs of the vice president and
speaker at $15,000 and of cubinet offi-
cers at §12,000.

SHOULD BUILD OWN WARSHIPS

Admiral Capps Says Goverment Has
Proved Ability.

Washington, Dec. 14— The ability
of the government navy vard to turn
out warships equal in all respecta to
those built under contmet, in the opin-
ion of Rear Admiral Cappe, of the bu-
roau of constraction of the Navy, in his
annual report, has Iwen fully demon-
strated.  He urges that at least one
yanrd on the Pacific coast and one on
the Atlantic coast, when practionble,
should be given & ressonable propor.
tion of new construction work in order
that such yards may always be pvnilable
for any work the government may de-
gire to undertake therein.

Admiral Capps admita that It eosts
less to baild & warship by contract by
reason of the shorter hours of Iabor,
paid holidays, vacations, ete., gmnted
to navy yard employes, but he belioves
nevertheless that the government should
be always prepared to turn out its own
ships in times of emergeny. The lack
of suitable docking facilities ut Norfolk
and Mare Island is commented upon ns
being especinlly embarmssing to  the
burean, ns no battleships of any class
an be docked at either of those yards.

GREATEST MARINE MONSTER

Plans for American Dreadraught Pro-
vide for Fighting Wonder.

Washington, Dee. 14.—Congress yos-
terdny received from the secrotary of
the Navy the plans which the depart-
ment has had drawn up for the big bat-
tleship provided for in the last session.
Four pland were submitted by the bu-
reau of construction and six by private
firms and individoals. The plan re-
commended provides s ship in many
respects superior to any other built or
building. It was prepared by the con-
struction burean.

According to the specifieations the
broadside fire will be greater than  that
of nny other battleship, the elevation
of the guns will be greater, with conse-
quent increase of mnge; the defensive
qualities improved over present stand-
ards and the total weight of the hull
and armor will excesd by over 3,000
tons uny other similar vessel. The
ship is lo be 510 feet long, 85 feat 2%
inches beam, 27 feet drft, 20,000 tons
displacement, 2,500 tons conl eapncity
and 21 knots speed. The design sub-
mitted by G. W. Dickie, lnte of the
Union Iron Works, BSan Franeisco,
provided for & ship 490 feet long,

Jews to be Brought West.

Chicagn, Dec. 14.—Realizing the con-
gested conditions of the Jawish quarters
of Chicago, New York and other lurge
cities, lending New York Jews are plun-
ning to divert Jewish immigeation to
the West. Jucob Behiff, the New York
banker, discussed the subject yestorday
with Judge Julian W. Mack. The plan
contemplates the organizing of an neso-
eintion fAnanced by Mr. Bchiff and other
lending American Jews, which will un-
dertake to send Jowish immigration to
the Bouth and to the extreme western

part of the country. v

Dangerous Counterfelt Issuad.

New York, Dee. 14.—0One of the best
counterfeits that has recently come to
the notice of the government authoritics
found its way to the sub-treasury yes.
terdny. It is n $10 silver certificate
benring the Buffalo imprint. The back
of the bill is even & closer counterfeit
than the face, but both are good enongh

to deceive any but experts,

Friday, Dec, 14,

Waalington, Dee, 14.=But for the
cowardion of 100 members of ocungress,
tho houso today would have adopted the
amondment to the logislative appropria-
tion bill inereasing the salarivs of senn-
tors and reprosentatives from §5,000 to
$7,600 per annum.  Pmetieally overy
man who voted agninst the inerease did
#0 from fonr that his vote would react
and result in his defeat two  yeam
henee, and nearly ovory man who voted
nogatively saw a grab in the legislation
proposed.  The legislation wis entirely
meritorions.

The three congressmen from  Washe
ington voted for the increase.  Binger
Hermann voted agninst it, bat he woull
not bea beneflelary.  Fronch, of Idaho,
was not present,

Reprosentative Jones, of Washing:
ton, today intraduced & bill proposing
to increase by 20 per cent the salaries
of all eivil service employes of the gove
ernment on July 1 next,

The first salary smendment o the
leginlative, executive and judicinl ap-

ropriation bill today was moved by
r.imm. of New York, and was us fol-
lows:

SO0 and after March 4, 1007, the
compenstion of the spesker of the
house of representatives nod viee proai-
dent of the United Staten shall be st
the rato of $12,000 wch.'”

By a vote of 214 to B1 the amend.
ment was adopted.  Littaner also in-
troduesd an amendment inervasing the
salarios of the member of the presi.
dent's eabinet to $12,000 pach, offective
on and after March 4, 1007,

On  division, the amendment was
adopted 204 10 60, Littaner also offers
ed an wmendmentl Increaning the salar-
ies of senator, representatives in cone
gross and delegnttes from territorios to
$7,500 por annum. On a rising voto
after considerable debate, the amend-
ment was defeated by a vote of 1356 to
11,

After disposing of the salary ques.
tion the honse passsd the legislative,
t‘\)lmlllw and  judicial appropristion

il

Thuraday, Decamber 13,

Washington, Dec. 18, = The senate
todny listened to the wecond speech
which bas been made this  session
sgninet the continuante of Reed BEmoot
us senator from Utah. It was deliv.
erd by Dubols, of Tdaho, who, after
reviewing in detail the workings of the
Mormou hierarchy and Smoot's prom-
inent eonnection  therewith, concludod
with the charge that President Roose-
velt used the welght of his administr.
tion to nesist the Republican Mormon
vote in the last election,

A bill was  pussed providing regula-
tions for fishing vessels to prevent

collislons at sen.  Adjonenment  was
taken at 4 p. m. until Monday.
Washington, Dee. 13, — The honse

today, on the request of Representu.
tive Polland, of Nebmaka, sdopled o
resolution dirscting the judiclary com.
mittee to investignto the loml gues.
tions invalved in the much-criticized
payment of a sum of monoy to Mr.
Pollard for the period between  Murch
4, 1005, aned July 18, 1006, at which
time Mir, Pollard was  olected 1o the
Gith congress, to succeed Hon, K. J,
Burkett, who was elected to the senate,

A resolution was  adopted  eulling

upan the seeretary of the Interioe for u !

s complete description of all publie
Innds which lave been withdmwn or
reserved from entry since July, 19004,
together with the the renson for such
action. The report Is desired that con.
gress may pass upon the president’s
recommendations for the withdrawal of
coul lands,

Representative Lacey, of Iown, intro-
duced a bill making $12 the minimum
monthly pension to be paid veterans of
the war of 1801.

Waednesday, Dec, 12.

Wshington, Dee, 12,~The honse of
representutives today went on record in
upposition to the new spelling a8 re.
commended by the president. By a
vote of 142 to 25 the following was
mdopted us n substitute for the item re-
ported by the appropristions commit-
tee in the executive, legislative and ju-
dienl appropriation bill:

Y No money appropristed in this act
alnll be used in connection with print.
ing documents anthorized by law or
ordered by congress or any branch
thereof, unless the same shall conform
to the orthorgaphy recognized and used
by dictivnaries of the English lan-
mlllﬂ('!."

Washington, Dec, 12, — The wsenate

IN THE NATIONAL HALLS OF CONGRESS

today confirmed the nominations of
Willinm H. Moody, of Mussachusetis,
to be an mesoclate justice of the Su-
w o oeourt of the United States;
harlon J, Bonapirte, of Maryland, to
be attorney general; Vietor H, Metealf,
of Californin, to be seorotary of the
navy, and Osear 8. Straas, of New
York, to be secretary of commerce amd
lnbor,

The feature today was s speeich by
Senator Rayner upholding the states’
rights doctrines ws involved (o the
present Japaneso question o the Pa-
vifie const,

Resolutions were agreed to ealling
upon the president for information re-
warding the selsire by Mesioo of the
tishing schooner Hilas Btearns, and di-
rocting the seorotary of war to furish
information rogarding “allegod experi-
ments with cholera virus st Manila ro-
sulting in 10 or more deaths.

The setnto in executive sesalon  rmtl-
fied the general net by the delegates of
the powers represented at the confer-
onee which wel st Algeciras, Spain, In
April last, to deaft n treaty concorning
Moroevssn nffaies,  Opposition by the
Domocrats compellad the mdoption of a
resolution disclaiming responsibllity for
the participation of the Unitisl Statos
in the progmm arranged by the confer-
e w8 1o the future of Morooco,

Tuesday, Dec. 11,

Washington, Dee. 11.—The question
of Senator Heed Smoot's right to s seat
s United States senator from  Utah
wis discnssed by Sepator Rurrows in
the senite today  for more  than three
hovirs,  The setntor had earefully pre
pared his speech, which received the
closest attention throughout by o large
attendsnce of senntors nnd erowded gnl-
leties, Bmont obonpied his place in the
chamber,  No Interruptions were e
during the entire speech, which was an
armignment of Mormonism and  the
rosponsibility which attehed to Smoot
for Murmon principles ns o member of
the apostolic body in the church,

Washington, Dee, 11.<This was a
fleld d=y for ormtory in the house. The
oxeentive, legivlative and judicinl np-
proprintion bill affordsd an opportuni-
ty for genem! debate covering a0 wihile
minge of subjects, from 8 dissertation
on Alfred Nobel, the fonnder of the No-
bel prize, to the mising of slarios of
mombers of songress and inclading a
discussion of simplificd spelling.

Bontell, of Hlinols, in speaking of
the bestowa! of the Nobel prize upon
Prosident Roosevelt, praissd tho  prosi-
dent"s decislon 1o use this money in es.
tnblishing s fund for bringlog about
friendly understanding botweon oapital
ints aned lnborers as “noble, humanis
tarinn wid chiameteristic,”

Ginines, of Tennossee, nrge] incomses
of malaries for members of congress bo-
ginning with the Sixty«first congross,
Murdovk, of Kansas, spoke on milway
mull pay,

The house at 5:05 adjourned antl)
noon tomorraw, no  aetlon  looking to
the elose of geneml debwmte on the bill
having been tken,

Monday, Dec, 10,

Wishington, Dee. 10, — The sonate
committes on judicinry tday nuthor-
ized w favornble report on the nom-
ination of Willinm H. Moody, the pres-
ent attorney geneml, o by gn o= oclate
justive of the Supreme cour: of the
United States,

A fnvormble report wis ordered also

on the nomination of Clirles J. Bonn-

rte, the present secritary of the
Navy, to be attornoy genem!, and Al-
Hondl W, Cooley to be assistant attorney
general.  Many other  nominations
were reported fnvombly,

The nominntion of Leffeus R, Wil-
floy 1o be judge of the Unitixd States
Circalt court for Ching was reforrsd to
o committee of Senptork Bpooner and
Bacon, who are membors of the foreign
relntions committee.

The nomination of George B, Cortoel-
you to be secretary of the Treanury nnd
dames R. Garfleld to he secrolary of
the Interior, will be taken np tomor-
row st n spoecinl meoting of the sennte
committes on finnnee.,

The senate committes on commerce
his been polled and will report favor-
ubly the nomination of Oscar Btmus to
b secrotary of Commerce and Labar,

Mora Evidence for Negro Troops,
Washington, Dec, 12.—Gilelirist 8,

al league, b filed with the president
muss of additionnl evidence reganding
the Brownsville affair whicl resilted
in the discharge withont honor of o bat-
ltullun of eolored infantry,

Investigate Hill Lines in January.

Washington, Dee, 12.—Chairman
Knapp, of the Interstate Commerce
commission, said today thab it had not
been decided where or when the inves-
tigation of the Hill lines will take
place. 1t is known, however, that in-
guiries will be made st Bt. Puul and
Chieago, and it is probuble that Com-
missioners Prouty and Lane will con.
duoet them. It is not believed that the
work will start much before January
16, nfter the Harriman investigations,
in which the inqniries will be made
probably December 20 or 27,

Sell Indian Minors' Land,

Washington, Dee, 12, — Reprosenta-
tive Jones today introduced o bill ans
tharizing the sale of the land of Indinn
minors on pelition of puronts or guar-
dinns onr of the Indinn agent in clurge,
subject to the npproval of the secretary
of the interior, At present lurge nrona
of land under government irrigation
projects and in rich agricalturml dis-
tricts nro tiod op because minors are
unable to utilize the land and unable to
dispose of it. The bill is intended par-
ticnlarly to dispose of the land of Indian
children on the Yakima reservation,

Stewart, representing the Conntitution- | lsl

SHOULD BE QITIZENS,

President Makes a Strong Plea for
Porio Rican People,

Washington, Dee. 12.=In n special
message setit o rougress  yestonday,
Presidont Roosevelt strongly advovates
granting cltlsenship o the poople of
Porto Rico, and  recomumonds  other pe-
forms. He beglns by reviewing his
rocant tour of the lulend and  declares
wo bave ciuse o be rmmlalounap.
rescntatives there, ndding:

“It wonld be Twipossible to wish
more fithful, s more effolent and 4
more disinterested  publiec servico than
that now being rendersd In the inland
of Porto Rico by those in control of the
insulnr government,'

He speaks i tormw of high praise of
the schools and the dovotion of the
tenchors, both native and Amerionn,
He compliments the insular police aml
the Forto Rieo regiment of infantry,
recommending that the lattor be made
portianent,  He comummnts on the mpid
growth of signr  wnd  tolaweco culture,
and mys the lmports and  exports last
yoaur were  #46,000,000, agninst §18,.
000,000 in 1001, and  §23,000,000 |n
18I, the best year prior to Amerionn
annexntion,  Ih conelusion he says:

AL the insolar governments shiould
be placed in one bureau, either in the
degartiment of War or the departient
of Bate, It bem mistake not so o se-
mnige our hamdling of these Ishands nt
Wishington ss 1o be able to take ad-
vantage of the experionce gmined in
one, when dealing with the problems
that from time to time arise in another,

“In eoncluslon, let me expross my
wdmimtion for the work done by the
congress when It enseted the law ander
which the island is now being sdininis.
topd,  Aftor sooing the inlnod  porsin.
ally, and after fve yoars' sxperienioe iy
contection with the administmtion, it
in it fair to those who devised this
Inw to say that it would be well nigh
impossible to have devissd any other
which in the sctusl working would have
aceomplished bettor results,*

NEW PLAN TO BUY SUPPLIES.

Keep Commission Proposes to Put It
on Business Basis,

Wasliington, Dee, 12.<The commit-
too on departinent methods, popularly
known ms the Keep commisslon, has
suibiitted to the prosident ite report on
the standardisstion and method of puar-
chaso of departtent supplios,  The re.
port reviews st some length the present
unhusinesslike and  needlessly expen-
sive method of purchasing supplies, by
which each of the sevornl departments
in Washington has its own standards of
quality nnd nukes its own  purchases
ontirely independont of others.

Briefly, the report is as follows: Pro-
vislon s mide by which the prepam-
tion of the schodules, wdvertising for
proposats and making the contmets for
the run'lum' of department supplios
nre placed in ths honds of & board to bo
known me the gonem! supply  eommit-
tee, ¥ueh boanl to be under the super-
vinion and vontrol  of the secrotury of
vommmeroe and lnbor.  The head of onch
depnrtment or independent  burean o
sorve me n member.  The board thus
constitutid s horfter to purchase the
departmient supplios horetofore  acted
upon by the board of award,  The com-
mittee, however, makes excoptions in
the ense of the military and selentitic
dopartments of the government.

TWO EMPIRES STARVING.

Claims of Chinese and Russian Fam=
ine Sufferers Conflict.

Washington, Dee, 12.—=For the pros-
ont ut least no governmental appeal
will be mude to the people of the Unit-
ol stutes for aid for the fumine suffer-
ors of China,  This decision was reach-
ol nfter the State dn[nrmmn had com=
municated with Loulw Klopsch, of the
Christinn Hernld, who mined $200,000
for the Japunose sufferers, and who re-
pnrls the Russinn famine s infinitoly
worse, J0,000,000 people or twice the
mlunln:r mffering in China being nifect-
™,

Aveording to Jotters rocoived by Mr,
Klopsch, 40,000 siquare miles in China,
supporting s population of 15,000,000,
have been flooded and so great s the
destitution that many parents are
drowning their children mther than
woo thom starve, and aro  themselves
committing suicide.

Japanese Veterans Coming,.
Honaluln, Dee. 12.—<Many Japaneso
nhorers wenring war  medals srrived
here tday, on the stesmer Nippon
Maru, from Yokohoma, Labor Com-
minsioner Birgont, who aume here from
Washington  recently, in connection
with lnhor mattors, said today that the
plantations should pay botter wages,
nnd that he disapproved of Filipino
immigmtion. General Harrison Gray
Otis, of Los Angeles, wis 6 pllsgenar
on the Nippon Maru.  He expressed
himsolt s being  opposed to Jupancse
naturnlization and immigeation,

King of Clgarstte Flends.
Chiengo, Doc. 12.~Julina Porsky, of
Hammond, Ind., died st night from
coxerisve smoking of cigrettes, He
#nld that he had smoked 500,000 clgn~
rottes during his lifetime, His m

sttenance for three months had

diluted aleohol and cigarettos,

e




