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Hecond Cousin ﬂardh

BY THE AUTHNOR oFr
“ANNE JUDGE, SPINSTER," " LITTLE KATE KIRBY,”
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GHAPTER XXII,

It In time that we follow the fortunes
of” Becond urnh, whom we left
with her slster-dndaw  in  the
grounds of Hill. Taken off her
guard by M

B

truders fn her aunt's house foreshadowed,
ahe followed the, woman in good fuith
some distance along the garden patha
#nd In the direction of the high road,

“Weo will r no further,” ahe sald; “tell
me what | bave to fear from your hus-
band and Peterson, and 1 will rewafd you
handsomely,”

“Listen then as well as you ecan. |
aln't a-golng to spenk loud for anybody.”

“I am listening."

Barah Eastboll Inelined her head more
closely to the woman, who began whis-
pering nbout her husband In & rambling
fanhion that was diffenlt to follow, un-
th mhe went suddenly back three steps, to
Burab's wurprive, and stood gaxing at
her, or at something near her.

”\?:hn s it?" exclulmed Sarah; “what

There was no opportunity to say more,
to scream, or to struggle. Two strong
arma closed round lLer, and r cloth, wet
and slekly with drugs, was pressed to
hor mouth and nostrils by a merciless
hand, that seemed to snatch her at once
from active life to oblivien.

When ahe came back to consclonsness
It was to a life apart from Bedge Hill,
und thome who loved bier there. Bhe was
Iying on n bed, with Bophy Eastbell dosz-
Ing by the side of a scantlly furnished
fire. There was a narrow window In the
slde of the room, with some boards nall-
ol ncross It'to keop the light of one splat-
tering candle from hetraying Itself to the
night.

Buddenly Bophy woke up, and gave a
vervous Jump In her chair at finding her
slster-in-law crouched upon the bed, with
her great dark eyes glaring at ber,

“Where have you brought me? Why
am [ in this dreadful place?" Barah ask-
od In an eager voles, © .

“You've come round, have you?' mald
Bophy. “Well, T am glad of that. Blest
if 1 didn't think they'd overdone It with
their klory-what's-its-name, and sent you
bang off afore they meant it."

Barah Eastbell was sitting at the adge
of the bed now, regarding her Jaller
with eager attention. Bhe was scarcely
back from dreamland yet.

“Why have I been brought bere?" she
asked loss pationtly.

“You'll know In good time, gal. There's
no ‘caslon for a hurry, or & furry, Take
It cool. You're safe enuf.”

Barah BEastbell was standing at the
door of the room when she had recovored
herself, It was locked, an she had sus-
proted. "

“It's no use your thinking of getting
out, Bally," sald Tom's wife; “don't build
on that, or harm will happen to you.
That's certain.”

“Do you think T am the weak girl
whom you remember last?' sald Sarah,
walking from the door to the woman's
slde, and eclutehing her htly by the
waist, “or that I am to be frightened by
this trick of yours, and of the wretches
who have assisted you? Do yon know in
what perll you have put yourself ¥

“Oh, yes, we nll know; it's ail been
thought on,” wald the woman ironieally,
“We're ofsthe don'"t care sort, and have
chanced it. You can't say It wasn't well
done, Bally."

“Give me the key of the door, or voun
will ind me the stronger woman of the
twol" cried Barah.

“Don't*keteh hold, of my wrist like
that," erled her sister-in-law, "or you'll
be sorry if I go away, or If any one
downstales comes up Instead of me, be-
cause yon are too wiolent for my com-
pany. You can't behave like a lady, for
all your fine flash sllk. I have only to
shreek out, and there are three men be-
low who don't stand nonsense sich as
yourn,”

Barah Eastbell relensed her hold, Yes,
she wan In danger, and must be cau-
tlous. They who brought her to this
den had risked n great deal In entrapping
her, and would risk more rather than
allow her to escape. 8he must be pru-
dent and on her guard, not deflant and
aggressive.

"1 ain't got no key, if you mfust know,"
sald SBophy, as she returned to her chair
and sat down; “this Is my room, and
we're both locked In together. I'm to
take charge of you, that's all, my gal,
and think yourself lucky It's me.”

“What place s It?' S8arah asked again,

"A place of ble'neas,” wan the enigmat-
le answer,

“"Coiners—the old gang from Potter's
Court—the Petersons,” cried Barah,

Mrs., Eastbell did not answer, 8he
warmed her thin hands at the fire, and a
convenlent cough prevented all possibil.
ity of reply, Bhe was a prudent woman,
and not likely to commit herself and her
friends by responding to leading ques-
tions of this charncter. '

The spiriting away of a young lady
from home without her consant, and with-
out leaving a clue whorewith to trace her,
is no light feat in the nineteenth cen:
taury, and Mrs, Thomas MHastbell had
shown a nataral pride in the neatness of
the achlevement, True, the house was
five or alx miles from a qulet elty, and
was desolate enough at all times, the
hour was late, the circumstances were

opportuns, and how to profit by the riches
of old Mre. Eastbell and her granddaugh-
ter had been the st of alx months, but
stil Mrs. Thomas Hastbell had some-
thing to take credit for. It was a bold
stroke carried out by desperate men, and
t had succeeded whore & more timid

¢ of polley would have assuredly fall-

It was the boldest bit of business that
the Peterson gang had ever been engag-
ed In, and the Petersonas had been en-
gaged, under various allases, In Innumer-
ablg shady transactions. They had come
to “fresh fields and pastures new” by
ndopting the falr county of Worcester as
a #phere for thelr operations; they had
rented a tumble-down old edifice In n
wild part of the country, and put on the
door the name of Jackson, button maker;
they had even made a few acquaintances
In distant villages, and bore a respecta-
ble name among honest, unsuspicious folk
who belleved in them and their buttous,
No one vislted them certainly—it was an
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was fnvited, and where only button mak- | o5 "

lbg was the order of the day.
No one confounded the name of Jack-
son with Petersop—and It was possibly

%ood policy in the Captain adopting his |

wn n when he ith Thom

' mem-
ory, or imagined that be was known to
ber by sight. -

Tt was he who unlocked the door of
Baral's extempore cell at seven In the
momning, and stood before her, the nvow-
od agent of her eaptivity,

“I have come to apologlze for my
friends' rough treatment of last night,”
he sald, reclining languldly against the
wall, and eroswing his gloved hands, ‘one
with a very glossy hat in it, “and to ex-
press m hope that you have suffered no
Inconvenlence from your temporary with-
drawal from a bhome which you hre ne-
customed to adorn. 1, for one,” be add-
ed with a low bow, “should very
mwuch to hear one word of complaint.”

“This Is your work then,” sald Sarah
bitterly; "It Is as | suspected. Tell me
what my brother wants?"

“1 would way a falr redress for the
Injury which you have done him. Your
grandmother Is rich, and will leave you
all ber money, And your only brother,
a man of many admirable qualities—
will be left to drag on his life In indl-
gence, and to die In utter abjectness of
spirit, without you assist him as falirly
and liberally as a fond sister should do.
Thomas, who is In diiculties, wants 6f-
teen thousand pounds!”

Barsh drew a sudden and deep bresth,
but did not reply. The thin face of the
woman stooplng over the fire peered
round at ker, horrible In its eagerness
and greed.

“Fifteen thousand pounds only from
that immense fortune which must coma
to you when old Mre. Eustbell dies, the
slmple conditions being that the sum
must be pald at onee, as your brother Is
very poor, and there In n balance of six-
teen thousand three hundred and twenty-
eight pounds lodged at your banker's, in
your name, for the convenlence of a cur-
rent account.”

“How do you know what money la
lodged in my name at the bank ¥

“Thomas tells me—that s all. He
sent me here with your check book—he
found thit In your desk, too, he tells me.
You have only to draw a draft for the
amount, and you are free, Miss Eastbell.
I promised a friend of yours that you
should be at Bedge HIill this evening,
Miss Holland will tell you everything to-
night," he sald ns he drew the check
book from his pocket and pitehed it care
lesaly upon the deal table that was there,
"l have left everything for that young
lndy to explain. It Is & story apart from
yours, and suits not my style of narra-
tive."

“This money is held in trust for an-
other," she maid; "“it belongs neither to
me nor to my grandmother.”

“If to Mr. Culwick, we—I should say,
your brother Thomas objects to the title.”

"Lot him!" erled Barah with a sudden
outburst of anger.

“Am [ to understand then—"

"That | will not slgn one of those
checkn, Yes, understand that for your
friend. You may kill me,” she cried,
“but youn shall not toneh a penny of Reu-
ben Culwlck's money.”

CHAPTER XXIII.

Captain Peterson, merchant servics, re-
ceived the ultlmatum of Miss Barah East-
bell with his customary sang frold. He
was & man whom It took a great deal to
disturb, or who concenled his annoyunpe
hytln enviable semblance of imperturba-
bility.

“After that, I need not trespass further
on your tlme," he sald. “I will communi-
cate with Thomas at once.”

He uplocked the door and went to the
landing place beyond, closing and locking
the door behind him.
down the rickety stairs, which were
crumbling to pleces with the house, halt-
ed at the bottom of the next flight, und
listened at the right-hand door, as though
there were another prisoner clowe at
hand. The door was not locked, and he
opened It softly, and put his head Into
the roomh beyort, withdrawing it In sl
lence, as if contented with what had met
his gaze; and proceeding down another
filght of stairs, to & room on the ground
floor, where three tall men, in shirt
sleeves, wore cowering before a fire, Jf
these men were Petersons, Captaln Ed-
ward had taken the good looks of the
family to himself.

- “You've done your parts well, boys,” he
sald In a quick, sharp volee, “but there
may be more to do."

“How's that?" Inquired scoundrel num-
ber one; “we've done emough now to get

Fourselves lagged for ten years,"

“It's not easy,” sald Peterson, “but
It must be gone on with at any risk.
Fallure means Worcester Jjall, success
means ten thousand pounds between us
all"

He had mentioned fifteen thousand

unds upstairs, but be and Thonas

astbell were keeplng an extra five thou-
sand to themselves, BEdward Peterson
did not tell his brothers everything when
money was In question.

“What more ls to be done?” asked the
first scoundrel, who was the worst-tem-
pered and most disputatious member of
the gang,

“You will know when it's necessary,”
wns the short answer; “at present the
young lady Is refractory.”

“Will the girl algn the check before the
day Ia out? that's the question,” asked
number one, “for we can't go on lke
this,”

“I have said that It's her money or her
life, and I mean It! Bhe will be back to-
night at Bedge HIl, or she will never re-
turn again, Mark that. Do yon think
any woman would prefer to be found In
the Bevern, to paying away money that
she can afford to part with¥"

“We don't want to hear anything rbout
the Severn,” sald the first scoundrel; “you
know what's safe better than we do, mt
we'll have no hand in It. Dennis and 1
and Mike have talked it over, and won't
go further than we've done alrendy—
there!"

“You fools, have I asked you?' shout-
ed Peterson, springing to bhis feot;
“you've done the work I've set you to
do, and I will pay,you for it and be rid

| of you. The money's safe, and I'll keep

Finally he went

It was two
o'clock In the afternoon before the last
of the three men passed out of the house,
and went away down the narrow lane
which led from the high road.

Captaln Peterson stood at the front

prom!
they half expected Instead.

door. He was In excellont spirits, and
he waved his hand to. the disputstions
Barney, who was the last to leave, by
way of frlendly salutation st parting.

“They're gone,” he muttered, “and
they're better gone, whichever way this
affalr Is Ukely (o turn out.”

He lfigered at the door meditating on
the great scheme of his life. The aky was
overcast, and he looked up at It and
prophesled to himself that it would rain
before the morning. He walked round to
the opposite side of the house and gazed

«f moodily at the water flowing twenty

paces from him, and at a boat lying on
the long grass above the river bank. One
glance at the darkened window in the tup-
most story where his fortune lay, be
thought, and then he returned to the
house meditating on the diMculties In
his*way, and of his genius to surmonnt
them. He went into the bhouse, and vp-
stalrs to the first Boor room, whereln we
bave seen him gaze with interest at an
early hour of the sorning,

“Bess," he =aid in & sharp volce, and
at the summons & mmall thin-faced child,
in a hat and cloak, appeared at the door.

“You have come back then, father.”

“Yu.il

Edward Peterson went downstalrs, fol-
lowed by the little girl. At the front
door he said:

“You were wise to keep to your room
to-day, little woman, for they have been
very cross, and Mra. Hastbell has been
worse than ever. You must find your
way to Worcester to-night, all by your-
self, Two miles from here ls a rallway
station—you know it, where the red and
green lights shine out like big eyes after
dark. You have run about here a good
deal, and know your way well, and you
can find the station. Now, take care of
that money."

He placed some money in her hands,
and she wrapped it up in & corner of a
dirty white handkerchief, and tucked it
down the bosom of her dress, wrapping

her cloak round her afterward with all
a

the carefulness and cgm of
woman,

“At the rallway station ask for a third-
class ticket for Worcester. When the
traln eomes up to the platform, get in.
When they eall out *Worcester,' get out.
At Worcester a lady, very pretty, and
with hands fall of toys, will be waiting
for you at the postofice. Ask the way
to the postoffice like a woman as you are,
and when yon see the lady under the
c}ltmk. say, 'Pa keeps his word—1'm Bes-
LI

“All right," sald the child again, with a
rare amount of confidence In her own
comprehension of the details, “which,
however, he asked her to repeat, listen-
ing attentively to the recital.

8he needed no second bidding to be off
—it had not been so happy a home that
she should grieve for it or him, and there
had been a promise of a glorious change
for her, and a bright child-world. Fhe
ran off quickly toward the narrow lane,
already full of shadow that murky after

noon.
(To be continued.)
LAWYERS AT CHEAP RATES,

Thirty-nine Cents ¥a the Coat of Mak-
ing One In the 0id Dominion.

A local business man who was once
the representafive of one of the big
mercantile agencles tells a story of
how he became a member of the bar
In the Btate of Virginla a number of
years ago. He had oceaslon to go to
one of the inland eounties of the State
to make an examination of the county
1ecords in order to ascertain the stand-
Ing In the county of a number of coun-
try merchants. Upon reaching the
rallroad statlon he found it necessary
to drive a distance of ten miles or mo
over a road which was a mere apolaa
for a highway. Reaching the county
seat, he went to the clerk's office in lg

courthouse and proceeded to look oy
the records as he had done In ma
other places without any objection be-
Ing offered. While he was still on his
first book he was asked by one of the
clerks If he was a member of the bar.

“Not In Virginla," be answered In a
tone Indleating that he was a member
of the bar cleawhere,

“I'm sorry,” sald the young man,
“but In this county It Is against the
rules for anybody other than a Jawyer
to handle the books."

It was explained to the clerk that the

legal talent in the firm's employ could

not be found, and as the lawyer lived
more than two miles away he would
not have time to get him unless he
missed the next train,

“Thers will be no trouble In arrang-
Ing the matter,” the clerk Informed the
Washingtonlan.

Entering a private room, the oath
subscribed to by attorneys was -ad-
ministered and a certificate showing
the stranger was o full-fledged lawyer
was handed over to him,

“What shall I do now?”
was asked,

“Pay the fee,” he answered.

“What s the amount?

“Thirty-nine cents,” was the clerk's
prompt response.

The money was pald and the man
from Washington returned home and
told how he became a lawyer for the
small sim of 80 cents—Washington
Btar. :

Eailser Wilhel takes great Interest
In the work of the ¥. M. Q. A. In

Europe

the clerk
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'EVENTS OF THE DAY

GATHERED FROM ALL PARTS OF THE

Russia has notified all nations that
she will regard as spies correspondents
using wireless telegraphy.

The Port Arthur squadron will not
again be risked in battle until rein-
forced by the Baltic fleet,

Japan denies that she has any sub-
marine boats and says the Ruossian
ghips were sunk by torpedoes.

Carnegie has created a *‘fund for
heroes,”” and set aside $5,000,000,
Next of kin of those who lose their
lives will also benefit.

A party of 50 prominent Filipinos
has started for the Bt. Loula fair.
They will also visit the principal cities
of the United States.

Heavy raine stopped all regular
through traffic on the Bouthern Pacific
and O. R, & N,, into Portland, leaving
the Northern Pacific the only route for
Eastern mail,

Landgrabber Benson has been
claimed by two wives at Ban Francisco.

The house has passed the Phiilppine
bond bill to encourage the building of
railroads.

8t. Petersburg has the repoit that
Togo sunk several steamers and closed
the entrance to Port Artbar.

Ex-Mayor Ames, of Minneapolis, has
been arrested, charged with having ac-
cepted a bribe while in office.

According to latest accounts Russia
loat about 850 men and officers in the
sinking of the battleship and torpedo
boat.

The senate committee on appropria-
tions provides for no Northwest harbor
work, save The Dalles-Celilo canal, in
the sundry civil bill,

w washed ashore at Van-
couver island indicates the loss of .the
sealing schooner Triumph, There
were 25 persons on board.

A gunner's mate on the Missouri is
found to have saved the ship. and the
livea of 600 men by jumping into the
magazine and closing the door. The
injories of two of the seamen have
proven fatal,

Pope Pius is again reported ill.

Russians have won two small land
engagements,

A young anarchist attempted to as-

sassinate Premier Maura, of Spain, at
Barcelona.

A work train on the Canadian Paeific
waa struck by a Jand slide near Winne-
peg and a number of men killed.

Cardinal Batolli, with the permission
of the pope, is coming to the United
Btates, He has no mission and is to
make the tour as a private citizen,

The house committes on naval affairs
has reported favorably the bill author-
izing the presiden®, at his discretion,,
to reinstate cadets suspended for hasz~
ing,

The secretary of the interior has is-
sued permits for grazsing 87,815 sheep
in the northern division and 100,000
sheep in the southern division of the
Cascade forest reserve during the com-
ing summer.

A bill has been introduced in the
senate authorizing the secretary of war
to purchase the original manuscript
copy of the order book of General Arth-
ar Bt, Cliar, who was governor of the
Northwest territory and commander of
its military forces during the adminis-
trations of Presidents Washington and
Am.

The agitation in Bpain over France's
sequiring & firm hold on Moroceo does
not cause anxiety in France, as it is
believed the irritation  will subside
without straining the relation between
the two couhtries.

Easter services in Russia are much
more impressive than usual this year.

Spain is very bitter because of the
Anglo-French treaty.

Hobson, the héro of the Merrimac,
was defeated for congresa in Alabama.

Ice jams in the Bt. Lawrence river
are flooding many houses in Montreal
suburba.

Russia has demanded that Japanese
instructors with the Chinese army be
dismissed,

The passage of the Yalu by the Jap-
anese will not be strongly opposed by
the Russians,

Preaident Pro Tem Frye, of the sen-
ate, and Speaker Cannon, of the house,
have signed the 1905 fair bill.

Colorado militia officers, adjudged in
contempt _of court for action in the
strike, declare they will defy the judge.

A battleground has been picked out
by the Russians in the interior of Man-
churia, were they propose to slaughter
the Japaness,

Queen Alexandra's persistent urging
makes Britain ready to deal with Rus-

Burke Cockran, of New York, says
the house ia losing caste and bids it
wake up.

been an engagement following the

aster to the Petropavliovek, It is eon-
gidered remarkable here that the Jap-
anese did not take advantage of &'5
terrible accident to attack Port Arthur.

PENSION ITEM IS §4,000,000.

Deficlency Appropriation BilL
Washintgon, April lo.—The house
committes on tions today com-
pleted the general deficiency appropria-
tion bill, carrying a total of $10,388,-
744. The largest item in the bill is

H

ation of the million and & half
1equested by the commissioner of
sions requested for the purpose herein
stated. It quotes the recent order in
full, and says that while there are
members of congress who favor a serv-
ice pension law, it ia not wholly the
jurisdiction of the appropriations com-
mittee to consider the question. *‘Our
duty,”” the report says, ‘‘is confined to
providing the money to pay the obliga-
tions of the United Btates contracted
under the law, The point we desire to
make is that there & no law on the
wtatute books of the United States that
allows the $1,500,000 iation
asked for by the commiesioner of pen-
sions to pay the deciency caused by ex-
ecutive order, and we will move on the
floor of the house to reduce the appro-
priation asked for pensions to the ex-
tent of §1,600,000 for that reason.'

E

SUBMARINE BOATS IN PLAY.

Japan Believed to Have Two to Plant
Mines at Port Arthur. 3

Paris, April 16.—The St. Petersburg
correspondent to the Echo de Paris,
under this morning's date, sends the
following: -

““I leafn that a firm opinion prevails
in naval circles, based on telegrams
from the surviving officers, that the
loes of the Petroplavlovak and the in-
juries to the Fobieds were caused by
torpedoes launched by the Japanese,
and by submarine vessels, Hitherto it
has not been believed that the Japanaese
had any submarine boats, but it is now
admiited that such boats might have
been received with the cruisers bought
from Argentine and brooght out from
Genoa by English crews. It ie difi-
cult to verify this, but the admiralty ia
of the opinion that the cruiser bronght
out two submarine vessels."

Bayan Bvidently Damaged,

London, April 16.—The Daily Tele-
graph's correspondent at Wie Hai Wei,
telegraphing under aate of April 18,
says: ‘‘The British cruiser Espiegle
reports that at 5:45 o'clock this morn-
ing she sighted five Japanese warships
engaging the Russian cruiser Bayan,
making for Port Arthur from the di-
rection of the Yalu. The Russian
[eruiser Askold and another cruiser is-
sned from Port Arthur to assist the
Bayan. At 6:45 o'clock the Russians
got under the shelter of the forts, but
the Bayan was damaged.

Alexieff Ordered te Take Charge.

Paris, April 16.—The 8t. Petersburg
correspondent of the Echo de Paris tel-
ergaphs the following: At 8 o'clock
today the emperor telegraphed Viceroy
Alexieff ordering him to go to Port
Arthur immediately and assume ecom-
mand of the squadron pending the ap-
pointment of Vice Admiral Makaroff's
successor, The viceroy leavea tonight.
Rumors that Rear Admiral Prince
Ouktomsky was in action against 18
Japanese vessels is unconfirmed, |

Snow Falls in Maryland.
Cumberland, Md,, April 16.—Snow
fell here and thronghout Western Mary-
land today. At Frostburg and other
points it covered the ground to the

depth of two inches.

House Committee Completes General | bom
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postoffice department. All partiee to it
were reticent as to the details of the in-
terview, butenough is known about it
to indicate that an inquiry into the
postal affaira is not so likley to be aun-
thorized as it was a day or two ago.
The subject is being considered confi-
dentially by the eenate leaders, and
definite deeision, one way or the other,
may be reached soon. Objections to a
L congressional investigation have been
suggested which may induce senate
to abandon the proposition altogether
A  searching investigation into the
affairs of the Washington and New
York is now being
ducted. These inquiries were
tuted by the president himself, and
they are being made very thorough
In addition to these inquiries, Mesars,
Conrad and Bonaparte, under general
instructions from the president, are
still pursuing their investigation into
postofiice department matters.

Commander of Czarovitch Perished.

Paris, April 18.—A dispatch to the
Temps from B8t. Petersburg says:
“The umo:‘ol the catastr at Port
Arthur are linited to two hypotheses,
a submerged Russisn mine or an explo-
sion on board the Petropavlovsk. All
the victims are badly burned and the
catastrophe was complete within one
minute and a half, The. fleet remain-
ing at Port Arthur is reduced to a
strictly defensive basis. Ihe com-
mander of the Ceareovitch perished on
the Petropavlovsk before he had as-
sumed command., '
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! Mrs. Botkin In Police Court.

San Francisco, April 18,—Mrs, Cor-
delia Botkin appeared today in Police
Judge Conlan’s court for her prelimin-
ary examination on the charge of pois-
oning Mrs. Joshus Deane, of Dover,
Del. She was represented by Attorney
R. O, Larke, a friend of her former
counsel. The taking of testimony of
the Delaware witnesses was at once be-

gun. Mrs. Lizzie L. Kem riy s
clerk in the postoffice at &ur, )
the first witness called. mm
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Washington, April 18.—President
hecsrals ey S 4 ommarte e

property by mob In Colarado. in. 1901,
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