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Second Gousin fSarah
Br THE AUTHOR Of

"dune jvdsb. srinsrw -- tirnt uatz ir,"rc. rrc.

"Yes," said Ned, coolly; "fortune has
favored us, and she has left your grand-
mother's establishment"

"There must be no barm done to her,"
Tom said, trembling; "1 won't hsve her
hurt, I sr-sa- r."

"You left all to me, Tom Eastbell,"
ssid Captain Peterson; "It's too late to
complain, whatever happens."

CHAPTER XX.
Only one person slept that night in the

big bouse at Sedge Hill. While Mrs.

I. W. HNOVKO,

ATTORNEY-AT-LA-

Will practice In all the C'ourU ol Oregon. 01
do wis door north ol isunn Bros. Store,

CONDON, ORKUON.

W. DARL1N0.

ATTORXEY-AT-LA-

Notary Public sod Coavciaocer.

CONDON, OREOON

A. 1'ATTIBON.g

NOTARY PUBLIC.

OfflM In tllobe DullJItif.
CONDON, OREOON

J F. WOOD, U. D.

PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON.

Pay and Night Cells Promptly Answered.

Office Rnrond floor Barker Building, comer
Mala and Hiring streets

CONDON, OREOON

B. a. IX' N A,JjR.

PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON.

Day and KlgM Calif Promptly Attended.

CONDON, ORKOON

L NICKUN.T,

DENTIST.

OHloa Over wilaon Pharmacy.
CONDON. OREOOH

C. S. PALMER.

Artistic Barber

SLEEK SHAVES
and HAIR-CUT- S

Razors Honed and Re-Grou-

CONDON, OREOON.

WaLHlIp
Oregon

SiioiriiiNC

Union Pacific

3 TRAINS EAST DAILY

Through Pullman standard and tour
ist sleeping cars daily to Omaha. Chi
cago, Spokane; tourist sloeping-ca- r daily
to Kansas city ; through Pullman tourist
Bleeping cars (personally conducted)
weeaiy to Chicago, reclintng chair cars
(seats free) to the hast dally.

Ocean steamers between Portland and
Ban Francisco every five days.

LOW RATES!

Tickets to and from all parts of the
United States, Canada and Europe.
Far particulars call on or address

D. TIERNEY, Agent
Arlington, Oregon

Botkla Jurors Approachtd to Clear the
AJlcg4 Prisoner.

San Francisco, April 2. The second
trial of Mrs. Cordelia Botkin on the
charge of having caused the death of
Mrs. J. P. Dunning by means of pois-
oned candy virtualy ended in a sensa-
tional manner late this afternoon.

Acting upon information that four
Jurors had been bribed to favor the
prisoner, Judge Cook ordered the Jury
into the custody of the sheriff until to-
morrow morning, when he will for-

mally dismiss the Jury and begin the
impaneling of a new one. It is al-

leged that besides four jurois who are
said to have been influenced, an at-

tempt was made to hr be the fifth one,
When the denouement came in toait

today, Mrs. Botkin 'a attorney made a
passionate speech, disclaiming that
Mrs. Botkin or any one connected with
her case was implicated. He also said
that he would not continue with the
present jury. The state's attorney
concurred in a motion to discharge the
jury. A brief investigation was held
by Judge Cook after the jury left the
room.

Chief of . Police Wittman testified
that one of the jurors had followed him
to bis office aftet the noon adjournment
yesterday and said that on the previ-
ous evening a strange man had called
upon him and said:

"We have secured four jurors for the
defense and want a fifth; we will give
yon $50." The juror told the chief
that he turned down the offer, assert-

ing:
"I am no such dirty man. I would

not take $50 or $50,000."
Continuing, the chief of police said

that when the juror left the court room
yesterday afternoon he was shadowed
by a detective, who saw him secietly
meet a woman with whom he talked
for several minutes.

Judge Cook declared that the man
bad violated his dnty in talking with
anybody about the case.

TERflS AMERICA MUTUAL FOB.

Leading Russian Paper Now Urges an
Alliance With Britain.

St. Petersburg, April 2. The Novoe

Vremya today executed a faceabont,
strongly supporting the idea of a Ruaso-Britis- h

understanding in an editorial
entitled "The Blindness of England,"
in which the paper argues that the suc-

cess of the Japanese would be more in-

jurious to Great Britain than any other
European nation, and points to the
United States as the common rival of
b5?frJULjdefbe9Japana:

"Remember that nation, in the per
son of the commander of one of its
men-of-w- ar at Chemulpo, rtfueed to
oin in the collective protest of the oth

er foreign commanders before the Jap-
anese destroyed the Variag and Korietz.

"Remember whose flag alone among
all did not take on board the crews of
our perishing ships. To the honor of

England, the ally of Japan, it was not
her representative, but the commander
of an American ship.

"The Americans wish to convert tne
Pacific into an American Mediterr-
anean. Would that be to the advan

tage of England? Does England not
understand in her blind policy and
hatred toward Russia that she is turn
ing this ocean into an Amreican Medi
terranean? Sooner or later the Jburo- -

pean countries will recognize that
America is their mutual enemy. Why
should not Russia and England, in
view of their possessions outside of

Europe, combine?"

Mine In River.
Niu Chwang, April 2. The Russians

have improvised mines and anchored
cables across the Liao river. This is
expected to prevent the Japanese from

coming up the river past 1 mkow. ine
. . . . 3

Russian omciais nere aie aisappomxeu
at the news received of the engagement
between the Japanese and Russians in
the vicinity .of the Yalu river, .trust'
worthy details, however, are still unat
tainable.

Mine Exploded by a Whale.
Valdivostok. April 2. One of the

mines in Possiet bay has been exploded
by a whale. The mangled carcass sub- -
seonentlv was washed ashore. It bore
evidence of the destructive qualities of
the mines laid by the Russians in ex--
nectation of a Japanese landing at
Possiet bay. ' -

Alabama flakea a Record.
Pensacola, Fla., April 2. With the

arrival here today of the gunboat New

port and Castine from Colon, the larg
est fleet of United States warships ever
assembled in target practice, includes
seven battleships, five cruisers, seven

ominboats. five monitors,. . . two torpedo- -
. .

boat destrovers. besides a numDer 01

tenders, colliers and supply boats
The fleet includes more than 25 vessels
of various clasees. The battleship Ala
bama has established a new world
record for rapidity and accurateness
in firing all classes of guns.

Will Make Channel for Warships.
Cronstadt, April 2. The er

Ermack is bound here from Revel to
cut a channel for the warships which
are awaitinz their armor at the St,

Petersbuie vards. Lights will be
burned to help the Ermack steer a
straieht course through the ice at
nieht. A correspondent of the Russky
Viedmosti writes from Port Dalny that
the Russian cruiser Boyarin sank two
hours after striking the mine there
Six of the crew were lost.

Request American to Return.
Seoul, Apiil 2. The military au

thorities have requested Brigadier Gen
eial Henry T. Allen, United States
military observer with the Japanese
army, to return to Seoul from Ping
Yang until they ate able to provide
fitting accommodations.

TAWNEY MAKES PLANS T9 TEST

1905 FAIR BILL.

W0I Try to Bring Matter Vp Uader Sac
pcaatoa of Rules House Leadera
Hesitate About Granting a Special
Rule and tha Sesalon la Drawing to
a Close.

Washington, April 4. The leadera
of the bouse hesitate to invoke the
power of a special rale to secure consid-
eration of the Lewis and Clark expo-
sition bill, It it can be avoided, and
Chairman Tawney has decided to try to
bring the measure up under suspension
of rules. He will call the bill up to-

day, nnless the Oregon men do not
deem the time opportune.

Those in charge of the hill believe it
will be better to find out just what
strength the bill has in the house, and
this will be shown on a suspension
vote, even if two-thir- of the mem-
bers of the bouse necessary to supsend
the rules do not vote for the measure.
The time is drawing so near the end of
the session that further delay may be
dangerous.

WINS CANAL CASE.

Panama Company Has Perfect Right te
Sell Its Property.

Paris, April 4.The first civil trib
unal of the Seine today decided the case
of the Republic of Colombia against
the Panama Canal company in favor of
the defendant. The decision holds
that the complaint of Colombia ia not
receivable, and condemns the plaintiffs
to pay the costs of the action. This
decision has the effect of removing the
legal obstacles in the way of the trans-
fer of the canal concession from the
company to the United States.

The decision is a long document,
fully reviewing all circumstances of
the commission and reviewing the ar-
ticles of the treaty, etc., principally ar-
ticles 20, 21 and 22 of the treaty of
March 20, 1888, whereby the company
acquired its rights.

"These rights," the decision says,
"have the manifest purpose of assur-

ing the full exercise of sovereignty over
he canal. It results from what is es-

tablished before this tribunal that Co
lombia is not in possession of the terri
tory traversed by the canal. By com
ing before the i rench court in order to

control the canal. It therefore follows

naturally that it has lost sovereignty
over the territory traversed by the
canal. It also appears that this sov-

ereignty is maintained by the new re-

public of Panama, which is in actual
possession of the authority and power
and administration and its policing.
Under such circumstances it only re-

mains for the Panama company to ac

cept the actual situation ol authority
and the facts relative to the territory
embraced by the concession. There
fore the action commenced by Colom
bia is not receivable."

formal notice of appealAlthough no
. . . w 1

was given, it was stated at tne ciose 01

the court that Colombia and Bonaparte
Wyse, the original concessionaire,
would appeal. It is said that an ap-

peal will not cause delay, since today's
decision is held to confirm the com

pany's full right to transfer to the
United States.

AMERICA WILL RESPECT IT.

Consnl Miller Gives Notice Regarding
Martial Law at Ma Chwang.

Niu Chwang, April 4. United States
Consnl Miller today informed the citi
zens of his nationality of the United
States' acquiesence in the proclamation
of martial law by the Russian authori
ties here. . The United States gunboat
Helena will leave Niu Chwang tomor
row. The British gunboat Espiegle is
awaiting additional instructions.

Russian authority has been estab
lished here without friction. There ia
no apparent alarm, although movable

property is being partly removed. It
is understood that immediately after
the 11 ships now here are loaded, the
port and river will be closed, as the
work of providing for a system of de-

fense at Niu Chwang is prorgessing.

Nation Wins Point in Land Frauds.
San Francisco, April 4 The govern

ment won its second important point
in the technical battle over the alleged
land fraud case today, when Commis-

sioner Heacock denied the motion of
the defendants, F. A. Hyde and Henry
P. Dimond to dismiss : the complaint
and discharge them. Commissioner
Heacock is deciding against the conten
tion of the defendants, said that the cer-

tified copy of the indictment established
a prima facie case againEt Hyde and
Dimond and that the competency of the
Washington court had been proven.

Factory Qiris are Killed.

Scranton, Pa., April 4. Six persona
were killed and five fatally injured by
an explosion in the factory of the Dick
son Squib company, at Priceburg, near
here, today. Twenty girls were em

ployed in the factory. What caused
the explosion is not known, but it is
said that one of the girls threw a squib
into the Btove and that the force ol the
explosion was so great that it wrecked
the building and set tire to it. lite
squibs are need in coal mining.

Draft of River and Harbor BUI.

Washington, April 4. The house
committee on rivers and harbors today
completed its draft of an appropriation
bill carrying approximately $3,000,000
to continue existing contracts for river
and harbor work.

GATHERED FROM Aa PARTS OP THE

TWO HEMISPHERES.

Comprehensive Review of ths Import
ant Happenings of tba past Week,
Presented in Condensed Form, Most

Likely to Prove Interesting to Our

Many Reader.

Japan has finally allowed war corre
spondents to proceed to the front.

The house has voted down the senate
amendment to build a military road in
Alaska.

St. Marys, Ohio, reservoir, one of the
largest in the world, ia in danger of
breaking.

Odessa gave a warm welcome to the
Russian survivors of the battle of
Chemulpo.

Russians captured Japanese steam
er, seized maps, telegrams, etc., and
then sunk her.

Semi-offici- al advices give the number
of Russian troops in the Far East as
nearly. 200,000.

Russia la too busy with Japan to fel
low or make any objection to British
advance in Thibet.

Another attempt hoe been mode on
the life of Pope Pius, this time by two
men disguised as clergy.

It Ss reported that Japan atfer bom
barding Vladivostok, dropped a nnmbei
of floating mines in that vfcinity.

The three bandits who held np the
Oregon express and killed a messenger
got no loot from the wrecked express
car.

Rains make the flood situation in In
diana more grave.

French court decides the Panama
canal case against Colombia.

The Botkin murder trial has been re
sumed with the nry alleged to have
been bribed.

William J. Bryan has been decided
against in contest for $50,000 in the
Bennett will contest.

F'ans of the Jamestown exposition
prove an obetacle in the passage of the
Lewis and Clark fair bill.

Senator Clark, of Wyoming, says
land ring boasteof spending money to
secure repeal of present laws.

F. A. Haib t--
jfaits Dim bav paid fit es-- l $20,000
for contempt of court in Montana.

The Oregon express waa held np at
Copley, Cal., and Express Messenger
O'Neill killed. The treasure box was
carried away.

Bell, of Caliornia, created a sensa- -

tionjn the house by declaring that vet-

erans in the soldiers' homes in his state
are robbed by the canteen system.

Russia is found, technically, to have
fired the first shot of the war.

John Mitchell will come to Colorado
to conduct the miners strike.

The Lewis and Clark exposition bill
received a setback in the house.

It is estimated that the damage from
floods in Michigan will reach $5,000,- -
000.

The Cunard Steamship company's re
port for 1903 shows a profit of $1,359,
530.

Admiral Makaroff is expected to as
sume the offensive at the first oppor
tusity.

Foreigners believe martial law at
Niu Chwana' will cause all save the
French to vacate.

The Servian government will remove
from office all who were implicated in
the assassination of the late king and
queen.

Many towns in Indiana along the
tributaries of the Ohio and Wabash
rivers are still suffering from the
floods.

' Ten deaths are reported as a result
of the storms in Northwestern Arkan
MB.

Colorado militia has thrown three
miners and two business men in the
bullpen.

French deputies have passed the bill
to suppress teaching by religious
orders.

A report that the railway merger is
seeking refuge in Cuba is a surprise to
President Palma.

The Anglo-Americ- an league of Lon
don favors an American-Britis- h arbi
tration treaty.

The French textile workers' strike is
becoming serious and is liable to in
volve all of the large factories of the
country.

The flood situation in Micnigan is
more hopeful, but 14,000 people are
till in distress.

An alliance between Russia and
Britain, through France as an inter
mediary, is again broached.

The government has offered to ad'
vance money to duuo an irrigation
dam for Wallowa county settlers.

The Vladivostok: squadron is re
ported to have returned to the harbor
with a number of captured Japanese
vessels, among them a warship.

The captain of a Chinese junk arriv
ing at Wei Hai Wei reports seeing the
Russian and Japanese sqaadrons ap-

proaching each other off Port Arthur
and believes a decisive battle has been
fought.

Mobilization of the Manchurian army
is now complete.

Eastbell slumbered, the inmates were
astir, and not a few of them abroad, heat-
ing right and left for scraps of Informa-
tion, and falling in their object misera-
bly. Sarah Eaatbell had disappeared,
leaving not a trace by which ahe mightbe followed.

As Reuben rode to Worcester ha scan
ned the hedge tows, and the dry ditches,
or a trace or ner; be turned Into yawn-

ing lanes where all wss of an lmlUthi.
gulshable darkness; be reined in bis horse
nrty tu-- - to listen to tha noises of tha
night the shriek of a distant engine, toll-
ing on with its luggage through tha conn-tr- y

to some bustling center; the rattle
of the train, the rustling at h tra
the whirring of a night bird in tha ton
grasa of the meadows, the yelping of dogs
m uie larm noun yards, as he dasued
by. He found his wsr at last to Wop--
cester, and went slowly, hopelessly along
iw uesenea streets in the direction cf
the police station.

It was seven In the morn In? trhon h
wss at Sedge Hill again. He rods back
in hot haste, as if something unforeseen
were to be thwarted by bis quick return;and he was prepared for evil tidings, as
he passed Into the hall and found Miss
Holland, pale as he had seen her U.t
awaiting him with eager eyes.. ikwi wnai nns nappened since

hsve been awayf be exclaimed.
"Nothing has haonened."

Mrj Holland: "and VOU? Hara xin
heard or seen"

"There is not a trace cf her."
He sat before the fire whom M ,.tn

Sarah was surprised by her sister-in-la-

and endeavored from bis bewildered brain
to shspe "t a scheme for her discovery.
when the maid Hartley entered with
breakfast on a little tray, and aet It down
on a coffee table at his aide.

There was a letter Irlnir on tha ti
ddressed to himself. The suDerscrlDtion

was In a strange hand, a fine bold hand-
writing, characterized by too many flour-
ishes to be wholly satisfactory, and he
took np the letter curiously, broke the
seal and read the following epistle:

wir After your discourteous behavinr
of yesterday evening, I cannot with sat- -
I8t action to myself, remain a auest In
your aunt'a establishment I feel com-
pelled to withdraw from a position which
it is incompatible with my dlsnltv to re--
tain. I have intrusted Mr. Thom Ka.
bell with my kind regards to his grand-
mother, to whose hospitality and invaria-
ble kindness I sm forever deeply indebt-
ed. My servant will call for mr vlniin
In the course of na week. I be i& ,
mam, sir, your obedient servant

"EDWARD PETERSON."
There was a deep furrow on the brow

of Reuben Culwlck when he had finish
ed the perusal of this letter.

"Why was this man allowed to leave
the house r he asked. "He who calls
himself Captain Peterson."

"I didn't know that he waa gone, sir.
Not that I could have stopped him, Mr.
Culwlck, aa all the servants were away
when I saw him last"

When was that?"
At five o clock this morning. He was

talking to Miss Holland here, just
whe.-- e I stand, sir and I think that they
were having a few words. I don't know
for certain, but I think so."

You suspected them?" said Reuben
quickly.

"N-n- o, sir, I don't say that" was the
quick answer, as the woman flinched be
fore his steady gaxe; "but I was curious.
of course. It's all in such a muddle, Mr,
just now, and Miss Holland's very kind;
she s been always very kind to all of us,
but I wanted to heor what they had to
ssy, because poor Miss Sarah was angry
at those two being together in the garden
last night"

"Those two which two?"
"Miss Holland and the Captain.
"Sarah was angry," repeated Reuben
"with whom?"
"With Miss Holand, just before you

came. She said she couldn t trust ber.
I heard that as I wss passing with my
mistress' gruel, quite by accident"

"That will do," aald Reuben, moodily;
"don't say any more. I will wait for
Miss Holland."

(To he continued.)

The Llama of the Andes.
What the camel Is to the people of

the deserts of Asia and Africa the
llama is to those who dwell In the An
des, says W. E. Curtis In his book, "Be
tween the Andes and the Ocean." The
llama is a faithful much-endurin- g

beast, sure-foote- d and speedy, without
the services of which the inhabitants
of some parts of the country would be

utterly helpless, for mules and horses
cannot endure the great altitude and
the rarefied atmosphere. 1

It costs nothing to keep llamas; they
pick up theelr food by the wayside, al-

though this seems almost Incredible to
those who know the barrenness of the
terrible deserts.

Although the llama Is naturally do
cile and obedient, he has a furious
temper, and duels sometimes take place
In the herd which continue until one
of the combatants Is killed, if both are
not

When frightened, the llamas Bcatter
over the desert, but when cornered they
huddle In groups, with their talis to
gether and their heads out to meet the
enemy. Their only weapon of defense
Is their saliva, which, when they are
angry, they squirt through their teeth
In showers, as a Chinese laundryman
sprinkles clothes.

A drop of this saliva falling In the
ear vt eye or on any part of the body
where the skin is broken will produce
a painful Irritation, and sometimes dan- -

gerous sores, like those that result from
the venom of a serpent.

- A Man of FamllT.
"Are you a man of family, sir?"
"Heavens, yes! My third son-lu-la- w

moves in

Doubt Is brother evil to despair.
O'Reilly.

id, and directed Mary Holland in a dif--

ferent direction. When they met again
a ouurter of on hour had passed, and they
were no nearer the discovery of Bomb
Eastbell. She had vanished away com
pletely, ss by a miracle; and Reuben
stood discomfited by the drawing room
window. r

"This la beyond all guessing at,' he
said, with a half groan.

"The window of the picture gallery is
closed snd barred," said Mary Holland,
"but they are there still."

"I will see them at once," said Reuben;
"meanwhile send out the servant to
search the country. There has been foul
play hers."

No, no!" exclaimed Mary Holland.
"He said be promised "

bo promised r asked Reuben quick
ly.

Sarah s brother," answered Mary, af
ter a moment's silence.

Well promised what?" said Reuben
fiercely.

"That he and his friend would not in
any way disturb the peace of this bouse

that they were hers in all sincerity
that "

"Do you ask me to believe in that vaga-
bond, Tom Eastbell? Send the servauts
abroad, and leave these men to ma," said
Reuben, passing from her into the draw-
ing room, and proceeding through the
room Into the hall, and along the corri
dor toward the picture gallery. He turn-
ed the handle sharply and entered.

The two men were there. In the tiaa
lolling in the armchair there was no diff-

iculty In Identifying Thomas Eastbell;
but he who bent closely, and In near
sighted fsshion, over a music book prop
ped against the lamp, was a stranger re
had never met before. It was at hlra
that Reuben gased, distrusting him more
at first sight tbsn Thomas Eastbell.

"I am Reuben Culwlck," said our hero
sternly, looking from one to the other.

"I don't boar you ill will, mind," said
Tom; "when I was In trouble once In Pot-

ter's Court, and the police came, and
you might have made mischief out of s
little bit of innersent chaff we had to-

gether, you stood by me like a trump, and
I'll shake bands with you, If you ask
me, Just for my sister's sake."

"Which of you two men will save him-

self from jail by telling me where Sarah
Eaatbell la?" thundered forth Reuben
Culwlck.

Thomaa Esstbell's lower Jaw dropped
at Mr. Culwick's vehemence, and his sem-

blance of astonishment was admirably
feigned, unless be was astonished in real
earnest Captain Peterson sst down with
bis hsnds upon his knees, In the attitude
of one who anticipated a narrative of
great interest to follow.

"Where Sarah Eastbell is!" said Pe-

terson; "why do you put such an extra-

ordinary question to us, sir, snd accom-

panied by such a threat as the jail?"
"She Is not in the house, and you two

know where she has gone."
"Miss Eastbell was in the drawing

room a quarter of an hour ago, whon I
stepped In for my violin," said Peter
son; "surely sue bas not iert the nouse
since? There must be some mistake, Mr.
Culwlck, and, mistake or not, you will
excuse me for protesting against your
manner of addressing Mrs. Eastbell's
guests."

Captain Peterson spoke with a falter-
ing voice, and with considerable warmth,
as a man might do whose feelings bad
been unnecessarily wounded, and Reubon
Culwlck regarded blm with graver Inter
est Here was a being to be wary of, if
this were acting.

"May I Inquire your name?" said Ren
ben.

"My name Is Peterson, sir Captain
Peterson, of the merchant service a
friend of Thomas Eastbell's, and if not
an old friend, still one who does not feel
disposed to allow him to be browbeaten
without a word of protest"

"Peterson," muttered Reuben, half
aloud. The name was wholly unfamiliar
to him it had not been mentioned on
that night in Potter's Court, and only
some days afterward by Lucy Jennings,
when It had not lingered in his memory
Captain Peterson's dark eyes peered from
under his brows at Mr. Culwlck, as be re-

peated bis name in a low tone, and there
was tne faintest smile ol satisfaction
Dickering over his fresh-colore- d face at
the discomfiture expressed on Reuben's.

'You both deny all knowledge of my
cousin's disappearance?" said Reuben.

"We do," said Peterson, with grave po
Ulenesa; and Tom took his oath upon it
at once, by way of adding force to bis
denial. "And now, sir, perhaps you will
tell us what has happened."

"And relieve a brother s anxiety," add
ed Tom. "She's the only sister that
have got in the world, and we have al
ways been very fond of one another."

"You overdo your anxiety," said Heu
ben, dryly, "and I am still suspicious of
you. Baran niastoeu nas disappeared
suddenly from this house within the
last half-hou-r and you are the men of
whom she has been In fear. To that fact
1 swear before a magistrate

the police will search the
house aud grounds for traces of herT
telegraph to Scotland Yard
for one of its ablest officers to meet us
here."

Thomas Eastbell was heard to mutter
a malediction of the most violent kind
upon his second-cousin- 's promptitude, but
his friend turned quickly to hlra, and
said:

"Don't give way, Thomas. Don't let
your sensibilities get the better of you,
and lower your character before this man
of many threats. You have been unfor
tunate, in your early days you have had
the frankness to confess it to me, and
the generosity to atone lor It to others
but your later life is without stain or
blemish. Let the police comet you can
face them in your aunt'a houae where
this gentleman Is more an Intruder than
yourself without a blush upon your hon
est cheek."

"At your peril be It, if she is not
found." said Reuben; then he strode from
the room, doubtful in his own heart of
these men's complicity with the mystery
of Sarah Eastbell s disappearance.

As the door closed, Tom leaped to his
feet and went across to his friend, whom
he clutched by the shoulder nervously,

"Has she really gone?"

CHAPTER XVIlLMContlDtud.)
Rita bad goue deeper than this Into

thought Mora tba prudent wan above-atalr- a

bad finished the laat will and tenia-imti- t

of Harsh Eastbell. She bad forgot-
ten all danger In her lore-drea- hnt aba
awoke suddenly to It at finding a figure,

atandlng at ber elbow, wan and ghost-Ilk- a,

a eouiethlng from tba other world
) a verily believed in ber first eurprlse
lid horror. Two years ago this being

had lived only ht aha bad beard
that aba was dead and aba sprang tip
and went bark with hands spread out
agnhiNt tha wall, too terrified to scream.

"Iluabt don't make a row don't you
know me?" croaked tba haggard figure
buaklly.

"Sophy Tom'a wife!" ejaculutod
Borah Eastbell.

"Yea hut not dead yet oh, dear, no
black aa Tom's coat ial" sha whlaper-- d

back.
Sarah glanced at ber. She bad not

yet recovered from tha shock, and ths
woman was terribly forlorn and ragged,
with a death's-hea- gleaming from a bat-
tered black atraw bonnet

"How did you obtain adinlttanco to
the house T"

"Through that window It was un fast-
ened. "

"Yon have come In search of Tom?"
"No, noto warn you of a danger of

an awful danger, aa I live, Rally, to you
and your grandmother! I can't tall you
here I daren't be seen by Tom," aha
whispered still, "be would kill me if he
found me st his heels. Outside in the
garden I can breathe a bit."

"I will come with you."
Sarah followed Mrs. Tom Eastbell,

who walked very feebly, Into the garden,
where a little while ago she bad seen
MUa Holland and Captain Peteram to
gether. Was this a further Installment
of the royatery about her? or In the
shadows of the night would she approach
cloaer to the truth? In thinking of Reu-

ben Culwlck, and forgetting everything
else, what valuable time might she not
have lost T ahe who should have been
watchful at all basards of the men who
ahe knew were dangerous.

Thus from one mystery to another
paaaed Second-coual- Sarah.

CHAPTER XIX.
The will of Sarah Eastbell was com

pleted, and Hartley, the maid, and a
second servant were introduced hi to the
room to witness the old lady's effort at a
slgnsture.

It's a good thing done, after an,"
muttered Mrs. Eastbell as she lay down

eartly.
"It's brief and unlawyer-like,- " said

Reubon. contemplating the will, "but I
think it sets forth your Intentions clearly,
aunt. What shall I do with Itr

"Lock It In that Iron box; the key is
under my pillow," ssid Mrs. Kaatbell.

Reuben found the key, end locked np
the will, restoring the key to Its piece
beneath bis aunt'a head.

It had been a day of more than oral
nary fatigue and excitement to Airs.
Eastbell, and she was tired out; sleep
was life to a woman of her age, and he
would not trouble ber again concerning
the granddaughter, or ask her any Ques-
tions respecting the engagement There
would be time enough to con-

sider that and Sarah was waiting for
him.

Reuben went downstairs thoughtf ally.
ne hsd almost resolved to proceed to the !

gallery in the first place, but the tempts- -

tlon was too strong to seek out his second-cousi- n,

who would surely be In the draw
ing room awaiting htm. He bad a great
doal to tell her now, and a little to ex-

plain concerning hi past mlaonthropy,
which had grown more strongly develop-
ed as she st last seemed to fade away
more completely from him. A real hero-
ine had his Socond-cousl- n Sarah proved
herself to be; be wished that he had been
more of a hero to match, that be had
more bravely endured the Inevitable. She
did not know yot what an obstinate and

man he was, and how he
had quarreled with everybody In turn
after his father s death. He went Into
the drawing room full of these odd reso-

lutions, and found Mary Holland there.
"Where Is Sarah T' he asked, after a

glance round, the room had assured blm
of the absence of his second-cousi-

"Sarah?" said Miss Holland, springing
to her feet "Has sho not been with you
In Mrs. EaBtbclrs room?'

"She left It half an hour since."
"Walt en Instant"
Mary Holland left the room; and Reu

ben remained, with a new perplexity to
battle with, and rising doubts and fears
to beat down.

Mary Holland entered the room again,
and waa standing at the door, a paler
and more affected woman than when he
bnd seen her a few minutes since.

"Gone!" she said t last
"What do you meant"
"That that Sarah Eastbell Is not in

the house," explained Mary.
"It can't be true!" ejaculated Reubon

"Stay, let me think still. For heav
en's sake give a distracted woman time
to think!"

Reuben. In the midst of his excitement,
remembered afterward that the demeanor
of Mary Holland aroused in him for an
Instant a interest as In

a dream of vague beliefs and startling in

consistencies; and then the trouble of
Sarah's absence took away all thought of

everything else.
"Her brother and the man he brought

with him," said Reuben, "where are
they?"

"They are In the gallery still; they
could not have loft the room without my
being warned."

"They are in this plot, if plot there
can be." said Reuben.

Mary Holland ran to the window end
looked back at Keuben.

"Open!" she cried.
Reuben and Mary Holland stepped in

to the garden, and looked around theut,
It was a dark, dry night, with the stars
hidden now, and the wind soughing
through the larches on the hillside with
anch nlaintive moantngs that Reuben
strove to catch the accents of his ecus
ln's voice amidst them.

"We shall find her in the garden," said
Reuben assurlngly, as he strode uloug
the paths, with which he was acquaint-
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