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CHAPTER VII.—(Continued.)
A fow days after the first vislt of Robe
In, he came agaln to the eottage. This
time he pupoupeed (o Hugh and Tose
that he had obtalned work st the furm
of Antolne Lebran, the first place at
which he had applied. It is needless to
say that both were glad to hear of hin
good fortune,
It wan at sunset when Robin eame. He
had come Immediately on finishing his
day's work, and Hugh invited him to stay
with them ap hour or two. This invi-
tatlon Robin was nothing loth (o accept;
for It was given with a degree of cor-
diality that was rare with Hugh: and
whether the bemuty and shy grace of
youpg Rose had any Influence ln Robin's
declnlon to remaln, we leave others to
Judge. At all events, when he had stay-
ed perhaps two hours, and was taking his
departure, Hugh lovited him to repent
the vislt. And Robin snswered, quietly:
“You are very good, mousienr, and I
confesn that 1 am only too glad 1o come;
for I am somewhat strange yet among
the work-people on the farm, and belng
lo & new place, it makes one rather lone-
ly. Aund 1 feel more acqualoted with
you, perhaps, becanse this was the first
place at which 1 sought for work., 1
shall be pleased to come, monsieur, and
then, it may be, It 1 come early enough,
that mademolselle,” glancing towards
Rose, “wlll show me her garden, of which
I hear you speak."”
Hugh promised that this should be the
case, And Robin departed.
On the third day, in the middle of the
afternoon, Robin appeared. Hugh was
srprised at seeing him so much earller
than usual, sinece the usual hour for leav-
lng work wan at staset. Buot Robin sald
that Antoise Lebrun had allowed him to
come earller, because he had done more
work on the two preceding days than any
other of the moen, And he had wished
to see mademoiselle’s garden in full day-
light,
8o Robin was conducted to the garden,
and here, althongh be praised lts beauty,
yet he also found ample space for lm-
provenent, and voluntesred, It Hugh was
willing, to come down and work o it
occaslonally,
As there appeared to be no serfous ob-
Jeetion to such a proceeding, the arrange-
ment was made; and nearly every after

mana,  bhonasliar . . It
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sclasors and proning knife, bosied him-
self tn the garden, making soch altera-
tlons for the better amd training the fa-
vorite flowers of Rose so skillfully that
they became even finer and more abun-
dunt than they had been In the earlier
part of the weason, when they seemed to
want no addition to thelr beauty.

And while Robln worked ameng the
flower Lbeds, Rowe sat at the garden door,
with her sewing or embroldery, or, per-
haps, & book; for Robin, she wus pleas-
ed to Aud, was as fond of books as her-
welf, and many a pleasant half-hour was
passed thus by them, Robin had no fath-
er, no mother, no sisters, nor a home,
such as others had, and bhe told them
that this seemied like home to him., He
always hastened to the cottage as soon
as he was released from work and had
eaten his supper, and not unfrequently
vemalned a part of the evening with
them. These visits were pleasant ones,
Iobin enjoyed them, and Rose always
liked to mee him coming: while Hugh
Lamonte, though he said little on the sub-
ject now, seemed to regard him as a wel-
come visitor. Rose sometimes wondered
at his evident llking for the youhg man,
belog usually, ns he was, of a mood so
unsocial; but she could not but admit that
for one so handsome, so amiable and
kind-hearted as Robin, to win the friend-
ship of those about him, was not at all
stringe, and, therefore, it was less sur-
prising, that as every one else seemed to
like him so well, that her father should
bo also attracted towards him.

L ] L L] . . Ll L ]

The Marquls of Montauban, Iate one
afternoon, made his appearavce at the
cottage of Hugh Lamonte. This was no
common occurrence; for visitors were
gonerally rather repelled than attracted
by the reserve and taciturnity of Hugh.
This afternoon, Hugh Lamonte, with
Robin, who had just come from the farm,
and our pretty Rose, were together In the
garden, whon a knocking waws heard with-
In the kitchen, and Rose, belng nearest
the door, ran In to see who was there,
The marquls was standing by the case
ment.,

“Good evening, my child," he said,
kindly, as she entered. “I have come to
poe your father. Is he at home?"

“Yes, monsleur,” answered Rose,
will call him."

She went out and informed her father
of the desire of the marquis, and while
he entered the kitchen, proceeded to as-
alat Robin In tylog up = rose bush, which
had been bent down by a shower on the
previous day.

It was twllight time when the marquis
left Hugh, and getting Into hls carriage,
drove away In the direction of the cha-
tean. They bheard him go away—Robin
and Rose. But Hugh did not come out
again; and when they went In, they found
him seated by the table, in the gathering
dusk, and leaning forward on It, with his
face buried In his hands.

He rose immediately on their entrance,
and went to get n light; but he did not
apenk, and as the fare of the light shone
on his countenaunce, both observed that
It was unusnally pale. Percelving his sl-
lence and depression, Robin, filled with
gympathy for him, shortly withdrew,
without inquiring into its cause; for he
saw plainly that EHugh was not U, but
that something unpleasant pressed upon
his mind had taken place within the last
hour, -

As soon as Robin was gone, Ilose went
to her father and sitting down by him,
begged him to tell her the cause of his
lownonst appearance, But he would not
teply to her troubled inguiries.

“Ilose, my dear child,” he said, tender-
y and sadly, *I cannot tell you what It
» that affects me; at least, not now. Do

ot ask me. Be happy, and do not trou-
Jle yourselt about me. It was all he

lll

would sy ; and the depresalon which that
visit of the marquis had left on bim cop-

i, w11 WAl f
Rose was snnlone and dhessy. -
this suddes change had been caused
something sald or done during the time
in which he had conferred with his guest,
whe counld not doubt. And It so, what
could that eanse have been?—what was
its pature? Bhe exhaveted her imagina-
tlon with vain endeavors to guess at the
truth. All remained in darkness. She
retived to rest unhappy and perplexed.

Hugh worked as usual In thoe garden
and the field all the next day; he made
no allusion to the ecourrences of the past
evenlng, and affairs went on with the
sume gulet regularity as ever, at the cot-
tage, without bringing any further un-
pleasant consequence from the viait of
the marguis than what already displayed
itself In her father's altered demeanor.
That of ltself was suMclently productive
of anxiety to Howe.

Robin made his accustomed visit at
sunaet.
could vot divert her mind from the
thoughts of her father's sadoess, it at
least served to break the almost insup-
portable silence that had reigned within
the cottage all day long.

To-night, Hogh wonld not join them
o the garden, but remained in the kiteh-
on, reading, or seeming to do so. And
Hobin and Rose sat In the garden togeth-
or, withont working as uvsual, for she
could do nothing but think of her father,
and the young man, sympathizing deep-
Iy and earnestly with both, tried to con-
sole and cheer his falr companion with
hopeful words and soothing tones. And
Rose conld pot but take & sad pleasure
In Hatening to his words, for Robin's
friendship had already become dear to
her.

CHAPTER VIIL

There was a knock for admittance at
the cottage door. Hugh Lamonte started
uneasily from his chair. Every knock—
every approaching footstep, of late, he
imagined to be that of the Marquis of
Montavban; for a time of restitution was
coming, and it was to cost him dear. He
hastily crossed the room, and flung the
door wide open. An angry exclamation
burst from his lips, Rose, seated by the

:}npul to mark bis mapoer from that | od
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after his day's w
cven persuaded herself
ed somewhat serious.
the garden with her
the field; and she
there, as If talking
time. They did not
length, however, they
came wlowly up through the garden. They
were conversing still,

“What s It about, I wonder?’
the young girl, mentally,

The two entaved. Robin did not

3

!

It was n relief to her; for If It Fhot Hugh advanced stralght to Rose ,

“Rose," he mil, gently, “here s
good nelghbor Rabin, who wishes to mar-
ry you. What ds you say to it?”

“Wishes to mirry me?' lterated the
young girl, faltering and blushing,

“Exactly. Is it not sufciently plain?’

Rose was silent, her eyes cast down to
the floor, and her falr cheek reddening
atill deeper. The tears fast gathered in
her eyes. Robin wished to marry her.
Hogh torned away, and, with folded
arms, paced the room. Robim came to
her side,

“Dear Rose,” be sald, softly, taking
ber hand, “your father has told you what
I have asked him. It ls true that I wish
to marry you, If you are wiling. I did
pot think you dlsliked me. Will you show
me that you do not?”

Bhe did not answer, but sat with her
eyes still cast down, and ber band In bhls,

“1 know, dear Rose,” he sald, again,
“that I am asking s great deal. I came
here only a few weeks ago, and I was
a stranger. [ came seeking for work, and
found it. I am poor, and have yet mo
home of my own, but that I trust to have
some day. I love yon, Rose, and I ask
you If you will promise to marry me
when I am rich esotgh to buy a little

farm of my own." __ i

RONIN, THE GANDENER.

eavement with her sewing, trembled and
turned pale; for the pewcomer wns Gas-
parde.

“Good afternoon, uncle,” said the rogue,
frankly.

“How, Gasparde,” uttered Hugh, in in-
censed astonishment, and without notie-
ing the salutation—""hom eome you here?'

“1 have come,”“answered the man
quietly, assuming an expression of the
deepest seriousness, “to ask your par-
don, and that of Mademoiselle Rose, for
my old behavior; and 1 honestly hope you
will forgive me."

Hugh looked at him, balf incredulonaly,
and with a searching glance he steppod
back a pace, but made no answer, Gas-
parde followed up the movement, and
stepped just within the door, so that he
now beheld Rose, Apprehension and an-
noyance were plainly expressed on her
countenance as she beheld him. He look-
ed as unprepossessing as ever, though his
words were certalnly very fair,

“Good aftermoon, QCousin Rose," he
said, with gravity; and noticing the indi-
cation of her disposition towards him in
her countenance, he hastened to add,
with an air of penitence and sorrow: “0,
I soe, Rose, that you have not forgotten
how I used to annoy you. "I know I do
not deserve that you should; but I con-
fesa I had hoped you would overlook It by
this tlme; for I am sincerely sorry for
my impertinence.”

The young girl made no reply at frst,
the suddenness of all this sstonished her.

Hugh Lamonte stood silently regarding
him with a half-angry, half-perplexed
alt, He doubted whether to put faith in
the falr declaration of Gasparde,

“Cousin Rose,” sald the latter again,
deprecatingly, 1 promise you that I will
never behave so Impertinently again, 1
wish you would try to forget my Inso-
lence, and forgive me,”

Rose looked up. :

“Since you are sincerely repentant,
Gasparde,” she said, “l wiil endeavor to
do both, And then she resumed her
work.

“And you also, sir?" sald Gasparde,
turning to Hugh.

“The less sald about that the better,”
returned Hugh, dryly; “but you be
griaterul to Rose for forgiving you, which
is more than you merit. And now, If you
wish to say anything to me, you must
¢ome into the garden, for 1 sm going
there,” And pleking vp his tools, he
went out, without saylog another word.

Gasparde followed, with downcast eyes
and humbled mauner; and Rose, troly

lug her eyes sorrowfully, as she thought
of his loneliness, “No—no; I cannot leave
him!"

“Rose," said Hugh, turning to her, “the
future Is not in your hands. Do not think
of me. If you love Robin suficiently well
to marry him, answer him at once, All
will be well."

“Then I wil marry you, Robin,” she
said in a low tome.

“You will forget that 1 am poor, and a
stranger "

“I do not need to forget it,” was her
answer. And her glance of timid, af-
fectionate confidence was ralsed to his.

He bent forward with a thrill of inex-
pressible delight, and pressed his lips to
those of the blushing girl.

“And yon will never break your prom-
ise, though you should meet with trial
and temptation and danger?”’

“No; pever—never, Robin; But why
do you fear—and what?

“I cannot tell you, Rose. But it will
be a long time befors we can marry, per
haps; for I will not ask you to share my
lot with me until I have risen higher—
far higher than I am now. And no one
knows what may happen in that time. It
will be a long thue,"” he continuved, after
a while; “but I shall be patient; for 1
want to rise to something better than I
am now, Rose. ¥You are too good to mar-
ry a farmer, or a gardener. For your
sake, 1 shall strive to render myself
something higher than either.”

“Yon need not be better than you are,
Robin," said the girl, geatly.

“But 1 mean to become more worthy
of you, nevertheless,” was his rejoinder.

And now Hugh Lamonte turned to
them.

“Since this Is done,” he said, “T give
you both my blessing. Mose, my child,”
and he laid his hand solemnly on her falr
head, “be true to Robin until he comes
to claim you, and you will be rewarded.”

There was a moment of deep silence.
The yonng lover bent down, and tenderly
kissed his betrothed bride, from whose
gentle eyes the tears stole down,

And through the opposite casement
glared and gleamed a pair of fendish
eves upon that little group. The brig-
and-lover, Gasparde, had heard every
word—witnessed every look and actlon
within. They did not see him; they did
not hear the bitter curses hisked through
his shut teeth, nor mark the clenched
hand that menaced them.

(To be continued.)

Jor Enongh,

Mrs: Subbubs—You didn't get much
pleasure out of your walk, did you,
dear?

Mr. Subbubs (beamingly)—Indeed, I
dau.

Mrs. Subbubs—Buf, that shower of
raln. See how wet you are.

Mr. Subbubs—0! that doesn't matter.
What do you think? I found a goif ball
1 lost last summer.—Philadelphia Press,

Not Yet.

“Kite-fiying tlme has arrived,” re-
marked the Observant Boarder,

“But the kites do not keep up with
modern progress,” added the Oross-
Eyed Boarder.

“How's that?"

“I have seen no stringless kites yet.”
—Pittsburg Chronicle, L

Mixed, .

Nebb—Who s that ordinary-looking
woman with Mrs. Meek?

Nick—Mrs. Meek 1s the ordinary-look-
ing woman; that swell-dressed creature
with her Ia Mrs. Meek's hired girl"—
Ohlo State Journal

The only position some men can hold

Is opposition -

of all clames, has loft_
hae arived at Ms fan Pho,  wuth of
Corea, w fleet has
sleady arrived. The Bemian sbé
have anchored within the Ma San

harbor, amﬂw hm

London, Oct, 10,~The Japanese
minister here, Baron Hayashi, today
described the announcement made by
the London Daily Mail's correspondent
at Kobe, Japan, that Baron De Rosen
the Russian minister to Japan, lwi
presented & note to the Japanese gov-
ernment contending that Japan had no
just right to intervene in the
dhachiinciug S et parttion of
ok proposed partition of
Cores between Russia and Japan as be-
in "hntl.lti ical and unworthy of con-
t m‘tl

Regarding the report that the Russian
fleet had arrived at Ma San Pho, Baron
Hayashi remarked Russia had only
about 30 warships in the whole far east,
and it would be a physical impossibili-
ty on account of coal and other supplies
for them to remain at Ma 8an Pho. It
would be the most unlikely place for
them to go to even if Russia contem-
plated hostilities, as it is within easy
striking distance of Japan's strong
naval base at Tsu, in the Strits of
Corea. Bo far as Baron Hayashi
knows, it would be equally unreasona-
ble for the Japanese togo to Ma San
Pho.

QOreat Britals Has No information.
London, Oct. 10.—~The foreign office
informs the Associated Press that it
has heard nothing of the reported gath-
ering of Russian warehips at Ma San
Pho. The foreign office reiterates that
ita advices give no indication of a Rus-
so-Japanese outbreak,

Japam Desires War.
Paris, Oct, 10.—The Patrie today,
in & specinl dispatch from Darmstadt,
published an interview with Alexan-
der Bavinski, the secretary of foreign
- - 1 e

hig chief of Russo-Japanese relations.
M. Savinski is quoted as saying: §
“Our agents at Tokio have informed
us that Japan desires war and is pre-
pared for it. We have enough troops
in Siberia to resist all the Japanese
force."

Regarding Turkey and Bulgaria M.
Savinski eaid the accord between Russia
and Austris was stronger than ever, and
he did not believe war between those
two countries would occur.

VOLCANO AGAIN ACTIVE.

Mauns Loa, In the inland of Hawall, In
Eruption for a Day.

Honolulu, Oct. 10.—The volcano of
Mauna Loa, on the island of Hawaii, is
sgain in a state of activity. The erup-
tion began yesterday at noon, and was
reported here today. When the ship
Ormphy, from Newcastle, passed the
island of Hawaii yesterday, from the
summit of the crater a vast column of
smoke with fire below descended. The
appearance of the lava flow at Kilauea
is normal with mild activity.

Further advices state that Maunaloa's
outbreak is very heavy. ‘The flowing
lava makes a grand spectacle. Excur-
gions are being arranged from Honolu-
ln. A wireless message from Hilo to
the Advertiser says the voleano is very
active, and the lava flow is going to-
warde Kahuku cattle ranch, A mes-
senger reports that two streams of lava
very wide may be seen from Volcano
house, Kilavea and all parts of the
Kona plantation. The glow is visible
in Hilo. It is beileved the lava will
break out further down the mountain,
No plantations or settlements are en-
red by the lava flow and the erup-
tion will be without material damage.

Heavy Loss by Torsado.
Emporia, Kan., Oot. 10.—Three per-
sons were killed outright, two fatally
injured, and 14 others more or less se-
verely hurt, as the result of tornadoes
that prevailed near Hamilton, Green-
wood county, and at Aliceville, in Cof-
fey county, Kansas, last night. The
property loss is enormous. The town
of Aliceville, which has 200 inhabit-
ants, was practically demolished,
Wires were prostrated, and the extent
of the storm: was not learned until late
today. The list of casualties may yet
be incomplete.

Damage te Battieshlp Serlous.

NewgYork, Oct. 10.—It has been
found at the New York navy yard, that
the battleship Massachusetts, which
ran on the rocks near Bar Harbor, while
on her way to Oyster Bay for the recent
naval maneuvers, net only broke some
of the plates in her forward compart-
mentg, but seriously damaged the after
end of her keel. The ship's “heel,” a
large steel casting, was broken, and &
new one probably will have to be cast
The work will require several months.

New Finance Suggestion.

existed, of financinl legislation,

Waehington, Oct. 10.—Representa-
tive Hill, of Connecticut, in & confer-
ence with the president todsy regard-
ing financial legisaltion, suggested to
the president that he advocate legisla-
tion looking to the ereation by congress
of & commission to investigate the sub-
ject and report upon the need, if any
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Working for St. Louls Exhibit,

paring a circular letter addressed to
the teachers of Clackamas county ask-

sition an exhibit of the school work of
that county. Buperintendent Zinser is
a mamber of the state board that has
been appointed to have charge of this
featore cf Oregon’s exhibit at the
world’s fair.

Unlon Gets Good Prices for Fruit.
The Medford Fruitgrowers’ union

ghipped $wo care of Winter Neils pears

and Jonathan apples, besides several

Francisco. The last shipment sold for
$1.25 per box, which Is a good price
for these applea. Throughout the
season the union has been getting bet-
ter prices for the small grower then
they could have otherwise secared,

’ s —

Small Delinguent List.
Unpsid taxes on the 1802 roll for

Clackamas county have become delin.
went. On a roll %ll?'ﬁ_ y
iff Shaver has pproxi- | ge,

mately §168,000, leaving delinguent
less than $10,000. Nﬁmtw
ers will now be obliged to pay 10 per
cent penalty, and 12 per cent an-
pum interest in liquidating wg:'h the

county
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ssylam decreased from 1,367 to 1,
average cost of maintenance
capita was §0.58, or 82 vents per

County Superintendent Zinser ls $3.56@4.00; rye wheat, §4.60, i
e e | Barloy—Food, $18
brewing, $21; rolled, §21@21,

ing for their co-operation ina move- ‘]f:.l.ﬂ /
ment to secure for the Bt. Lounis expo-] Millstuffe—Bran, §20 per ton; mid-
&MCN:M f1s;

mized, 11@

per pound
hens, 11@11%e; broilers,
smaller shipments, this week to San|desen; i '

turkeys, live, 14
M,lconl::uu,m

Potatoes—Oregon,
sweet patatoes, ¢ per pound.
dn-d” -ui’e per pound.
Veal—Se par poun:
Ihtu'-;..

6i§e; lamba, 8.50; ds
IL—MW

13.75@4.95;




