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CHAPTER 11

It was, perhaps, at thé distance of half
a league from the cottage of Hugh La-
monte that the Chatean Montauban
stood, It was sltuated ob a rocky and
sbrupt eminence, overlooking the valley
bolow, where a small village Jooked more
like the ministure group of dolls’ houses
which play
Bary tlons of men, whilo
the stream that wound Ity way along at
the foot of the hills was nothing more
than a mere thread of sllver,

On the night of the attack on Count
Louls there were two persons seated In
the lbrary of thin chateaun; the one a
lady, with beautiful and somewhat strik-
ing fentures, a (all and graceful figure,
and a beuring at once hanghty and eaptl
vating, Mademolselle Montunban was
a person of strong feelings, of deep en-
ergy, of quick yet firm resolves, and de-
clded actlon. Bhe was pleasing to all;
wot with the very gruce and noble beauty
which eaptivated one, there was an alr—
an expression of velled haughtiness, of
lofty pride, of Insinuating command. All
the world admired mademoiselle, but few
loved her,

Her father, monsleur le marquis, on the
other hand, was an extremely affable,

7 | polite and agreeable gentleman, He was

unlversally kind and good to the peasant-
ry around the country, and there was
no poor people who did not have cause to
thank him for many an act of generonity
He bad been married twice; to a beauti-
ful Frenchwoman, after the death of La
Marquise Giudette, and this wife died
also., He mourned her loss long and sin-
cerely; for they say he loved her even
better than be lived Gludette, who was
very violent and passlonate, There was
one child—a lovely, sunny-haired child,
with features like her falr mother's, and
eyen like fresh violets, by this second
marriage. But he has only Helen to com-
fort his appronching old age vow; and
there Is a large portrait in the saloon—
the portrait of a smiling Infant, painted
nearly sixteen years ago, which he looks
at and sighs.

The father and daughter sat in the li-
brary; he by a large table In the center
of the apartment, readiug, as wan his
custom In the evenings; she had drawn
her seat forward near one of the deep
windows overlooking the valley, and the
road by which Louls was expected to
come, Both were awalting his arrival,
but It was with far different degrees of

ward with plessure to the meeting w
his nephew, whom he had not received at
the chateau for some years; but yet his
anticipation was moderated by calmnoss,
for he no longer possessed the hurry and
impatience of youth. With Helen Mon-
tauban it was not thus. Deeper feelings
than were warranted by that calm and
haughty exterior were busy in her heart.
“Father,” and her volee ls ealm and
sllvery as usoal, despite the beatlog of
her heart, that throbs more violently ev-
ery moment—"father, it is already quite
late. My cousin, Monsicur Louis, must
surely remember that he may posalbly ex-
pose himself to some danger by travers:
ing the lonely roads in this nelghborhood
by night."

The marquls closed bis book, hose from
his seat and appronched the window.
“Yes: you are right—you are right,
Helen,” he returned; “bot T hardly think
he will be s0 rash as to undertake to
reach the chatean to-nlght with that ter-
rible storm gathering. As to the danger
from brigands, however, I do not fear;
for, without doubt, he will have his valet
with him, and he will have nlso his weap-
ons. And you must consider, Helen, that
our young relative has both strength of
limb snd skill In arms, that might well
warrant him in setting at definnce a good-
Iy number of besiegors.”

“Yes—1 know, father. And there are
none more brave than Louls" A proud
gmile shone in her splendid eyes ns shoe
spoke, and then she sank back in her seat
again, and toyed with her fan, while the
marquis placed himself by her side, and
also watched for some slgn of his nephew.
But the night deepened, and still Louis
did not come, while the storm, which had
been threatening, ere long broke over
the chateau, and raged with terrible fury.
“] do not think we shall see him to-
night, Helen,” snid her futher, as the old
clock in the hall sounded an eleven; “and
it grows late, my child. Perhaps you had
better rotire."

And Helen Montauban would not be-
trny her anxlety and restlessness, even
to her father; so she obeyed his sugges-
tion shortly, She did not seek her couch,
howeser, but, after having dismissed her
muid for the uight, she wrapped a rich
ghaw! carclessly about her stutely Bgure,
and cast herself upon a pile of cushions
benenth & window which commanded n
vlew of the valley benenth, and, the light
within belng shaded, drew the curtain
from the casement, and leaned forward
wpon the slll, with her anxious glance
plercing the gloom for some glimpse of
the yet expected guest.

Btill the moments crept on, and the
hour of midnight sounded sternly on the
pow sllent alr. Her heart beat violently;
ghe trembled. “He said he should come,"
she murmured; “why, then, this delay?
for Louls never yet broke his word. He
may have been muordered!” and she
burled her face in her trembling hands,
Louis had been her playmate for weeks
together in childhood, when she had boen
permitted to visit his family in Lyons,
and she had never been #0 happy as dur-
ing those perlods. They were the crown
and glory of her sleeping and waking
dreams. She was never so happy when
ghe returned to the old, lonely chateaw,
a8 in recounting the wonderful storles of
those happy times, and anticipating her
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next visit, He was a fine, handsome,
graceful and Independent boy, and she
thought there could be nobody in the
world like her consin Louis. His firm,
proud, gallant bearing and manly spirit,
kis noble intellect and his fine, thonght-

ful conntenance, with the innocent en-

thusiasm of his boyish years, had always
exalted him In her esteem. Sbe had
learned to look upon him with the deep-
est revercace of her mature, and to al-

than the ordi |

fecling. The marguis, indeed, looked tﬁ;
h

most adore In him those qualities of heart
and mind which, she observed with dis-
daln, few others A

He had pever visited the chatean more
than twice, and those visita had been
white stones in her lite, Bhe had remem-
bered und rocalled them constantly in the
socinded angd dreamny life uhe led thers,
aud now was it & matter of wonder that,
after the passuge of without hav-
Ing ween him, whe look forward
with such eager emotions to his coming?
Yet, even when alone, In the solitnde of
her own apartment, she did not entively
Iny aslde, even in the lntense Interest of
watching for bim, that alr of stately
pride, that guarded calmness of demean-
or which characterized her in society.
Bhe kuelt there by the cascment, it Is
true, walting still, even till midnight; but
a thousand fearful emotions struggled in
her breast, of which she gave no outward
sign, or, at the most, but a faint one,

A dork form seemed to catch her eye,
moving along rapidly through the path in
the valley, coming nearer and nearer,
while the clouds, passing still across the
moon, velled It ever and anon in shadow.
Denwing nearer, till the soft silver radi-
ance of the night shoue full upon both
horse and rider, and then thers was only
a slight start—a quick, convulsive elasp
of the fair hand that rested on the cold
stone sill—a faint yet eager smile hover-
ing about her beautiful lips, and fAnsh-
ing in those spleadid eyes, aw, softly mur-
muring, “It Is bel" she rose from the
cushions on which she had knelt so long,
and closed the casement,

. L ] L L] . - L]

*My dear uncle!l” eried TLouis, warmly
cmbracing the good marquis, as they met
in the saloon, on the morning following
the storm, “I eanngt express half the
pleasure it gives me to meet you"

The marguis smiled at his nephew’s
wurmth, 3

“My dear boy, I also am delighted to
soe yon. lLet me welcome you to my old
eyrie a thousand times. Bat sit down—
sit down, Louls; I must take a lefsurely
look at you, Why, you have grown a
full inch since we met last, and all the
handsomer, too, for your wanderings!"

“Oh, uncle, I uppreciate your fattery,

QOUNT MONTAUBAN AND HELEN
AWAITING LOULS.

believe me," laughed his nephew; “I con-
fess I had rather have it from you than
any other, almost. But, now, how have
things been going on here since I saw
you? and how is my fair cousin?" -

“For the first,” answered the marquis,
“I can give a very satisfactory reply, My
afairs are In a state of prosperity, and
except, possibly, that Helen and I are a
little lonely at times for want of com-
pany, we do very well. [ need scarcely
gay that [ am sure we shall be all the
happier for your presence. For your oth-
er question, Helen herself must be ap-
plied to when you sece her this morning.
She was in excellent health yesterday,
at all events, and we watched together
a long time lust night by the library win-
dow, for your appearince. And now
tell me, my dear Louls, something more
concerning that adventure of yours in the
forest; for yvour sketch of it laust night
was somewhat hasty. Yon were never
too much given to talking of yourself. I
hate an egotist as heartily as you can;
but 1 desire to hear something relative
to your journey and your general wel-
fare; so let me hear it before our coffee is
ready.'

The young man gave his uncle a sketch
of his haps and mishaps, to which the
good marquis listened very attentively,
and which occupied some few minutes,

when, just as he was finishing by men-

tioning his spplication at the cottage for
ghelter, Helen Montauban entered,

She was beautitul and self-possessed | tures In Rome. He had convoyed his
A calm smile parted her lips | jjttle flock, which included at least one
and lighted her fine eyes, as she ap-
proached, and, saluting her father, gave
to Louls, who advanced to meet her, her

ns ever,

hand,

“My charming cousin!” exclaimed the | terious stranger who had attached him-
young man, warmly, taking the offered | self to the party “looking move and
hand and kissing with deferentinl affec-
tion, the fair cheek of the lady—"my dear
Helen, this is truly delighttul. 1 am very

Iml;py to behold you again, How do yon
do?"

And you?"

“Admirably, my dear friend,” And he | the Caesars he has had the effrontery

seated himself by her side, -

“You have, then, arrived at the chateau | You will be astonished, gentiemen and

at length, Louis? 1t 1s some time since | jadies, to hear that It I8 taken word for
wo saw you," she sald, regarding him | word—word

with polite interest,

“Yes; It is a long time, I think, since
we wet, and T could not deny myself the

pleasure of n visit to the chateau”

“Your journey, I trust, was a favora- | 8m 80 much obliged to you, 1 did not

ble one."

“A few drawbacks, such as travelers | who would defend my Interests so
must meet with at times, but nothing

very serious.”

“My dear boy,” saild the marguis,
“what, then, do you call serions? An

attack from robbers, in my time—"

“An attack!" interrupted Mademolselle

Montanban, turning a shade paler, as her 1s th oied AEBRE e
glance rested unquietly on the face of [ = '° speed & A new
Louis—"an attack! how, Monsieur Louls? | Fallway compauy in Germany under

You have been in actual danger?”

“No, my dear Helen—no,” the count Qars with accommodations for ffty per-
hastened to may. “l was merely request- | Sons each ave now being bullt and will
ed to deliver my purse, a shople affair,

“Well, Mongieur Louls, I thank you. been telling ycu,” he infcrmed the party

‘h | may meoet
.tlnuﬁui
¥ morming's repast
his fair cous-

before the

windows of the sl ¢ they could

slt conversing, whild the early sunshine

Elldid the lovely lenos far and near,

and resting & ol I the charm-

ing valley that laF the height

of the chatesn, 1 certninly a beau-

: (' Artols enjoy-

- most sincere

pleasure thus (o _ his old play-
mate and compnaloiikfter 5o long a
aration, Louis d her with
affection, and | er done so;

g
i3

pop-

real

for

thongh with de-
meanor still there was
ever something in her
d him, that

this 1_
onme freshly fro nesrer hills, toach-

ing her fair cheek with n romy tinge,
bringing o darker, clearer light to
beantifuel eyes; aod when, tuming
fuce to him, she smiled, with more than
her nccustomed air of apimetion and en-
joyment, saying, “What s charming hour
this is, Lounie!” he conld not belp express-
ing the thought that occupled him.

“Yes; but not half so charming as you
are.,” he returned, gaily, yet earnestly,
a8 be kissed her fair hand. *1 was just
deeeiving myself with the idea that you
were chenting me with a shadow; it was
only when you spoke that I was unde-
celved. [ forgot that the goddess—"

“Lounis, no compliments!” uttered his
mma‘i:. imperatively, *“Here comes my
‘. ‘fl

1

CHAPTER IIL °

It was on the wight of the adventurs
of Count Louls that two men might bave
been ween emerging from the forest and
directing their steps in the road to the
cottage of Hugh Lamonte, which Louls
had left some ten minutes previcosly,

One of these, the elder, was = tall,
sturdy man, dressed lu the conrse garb of
a peasant, and his features were by no
means displeasing. At present, they wors
a look of deep thought, an air almost of

silence, listening to his companion, who
was speaking in low, but bitter and an-
gry tones, and evidently on some exciting
subject.
This man, whose dress was much the
same as that of the first, had a less pre-
sing appearance than the other.
Like that of his companion, his counte-
nance was unshorn and rude; but the ex-
pression of the features was ginister and
forbidding, the features themselves,
apart from (their expression, anything
but agrecable. You might bave been
assured a thousand times that he was
nothing more or less than 3 simple and
honest peasant, as he was geperally un-
derstood to be; but for all that, you
would have digliked to meet this man on
the highway st midnight, or in the
depths of the forest from which he bad
“T tell you,” he was saying, venge-
fully—"1 tell you, it T have but the pow-
er, 1 will make him pay dear for this;
two of our best fellows disabled, and my
own brains nearly knocked out by that
arm of his. Who would thiok it had so
much strength ¥’

“Chut, Gasparde!” said the other, a
little sternly: “do you want to show your
claws? Better speak a little lower, if
you don’t want to put your neck in dan-
ger. Oune can never tell how many ears
there may be in these bushes nlong here.”

“I can shut them up, unless they be-
long to another like the one that dealt
with me to-nighta, 1 shall feel kis fist
for a little while to come.™

“Do youn want to pot yoursell in the
way of feeling it again?”

“Wait till I get on his track the next
time. I'll cure him of his impudencel”

“Better hold your tumgue, comrade.
Why didn't you cure him to-night ?—three
to one, and beaten at that! A fine story
to tell the men!"

“Whe knew he had bis pistols? He
miust have found out Lefore he started
that somebody had drawn his teeth,” Ah,
he bit with them, 1 can tell you! If we
had a dozen like him in the band, it
wonld be worth something, captain. As
it is, I'll take care he doesn't do us any
harm, now that he has got off. If you
had been there to-night, instead of mind-
ing something else, we might have sung
& different tune; but now all the way to
mend matters is to give bhim a little mu-
sie to dance to.”

“Blockhead!”™ muttered the elder, with
a frown.

“What do you say, then, captain?”’
asked his companion.

“Nothing, Gasparde. But here we are,
and the light is burning in the window,”
as they reached the cottuge.

“And Mademolselle Rose walting for
ber father, no doubt,” added the other,

{To be continued.)
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Ho Was It
Augustus Hare tells an amusing story
of one of hig charming peripatetic lec-

live prince, throngh the Palace of the
Caesars and had gathered them near
the Forum, when he observed a mys-

more angry every minute! At length
this Interloper could stand Mr. Hare
no longer. He burst forth in de
nunelations, “All that this person has

in a lond volce, “about the Palmce of

to relate to you as If It were his own.

for word,” without the
slightest acknowledgment—from M
Hare's ‘Walks In Rome'™ “All I
sald,” says Mr. Hare, “was: ‘Oh, 1

kunow there was anybody in the world

kindly. I nm Auvgustus Hare'"™ It
war & magnoificent moment.—Philadel-
phia Telegram. z .
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sternness, as he walked rapidly, and in|

One hundred and sixty miles an hour |}

OATHERED FROM ALL PARTS OF THE

rlhnn-hnltﬂﬂ u,s-.:- Sops. 7.1
The governor of Colorado bas ordered esen the Beirni

troops to the scene of the mining strike

at Oripple creek,

have been inereased, and, if necesssry, | when Amerien won the cup there waa| 7o Ja '
no second. Mﬂ“mm‘ :
only stter four futile attempte to sail | ination on th

making strenaoas efforty
to locate the sesailant of Vice Consul

A Bouth Carolina train went through
& bridge, killing six and injuring 47.

Benator Hanna has almost '
from his illness and is able to be out,

As the Fort Riley, Kan.,” maneuvers
:::. army, 14,000 men will partici-

Ex

The Alaskan commissioners | 4Pt to auil the third race failed, and
bave beld their first meeting and |attempls have been made every day
organized, this week. On these octasions the Re-

An effort to lannch the Lanley air-|liance led the Shamrock to the finish

ship men with failure to ‘bat falled to :
- owing 2 |line by two mlles, falled to reach

clamation, in which they assert confi-
dence of gaining their liberty.

Chioago babies are said to acquire &|until England
tarte for liguor through milk riom cows : sk s
fed on corn mash from distilleries.
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him on his narrow escape from ; ASTE
&h Lot ot
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Beven prisoners in the Beattle city |through & the Reliance
jail owaped..One, being nnable | burs through mist upam the
obtain money for his breakfast, re-|vision of on the fleet
ey assembled &'ﬁ:‘ reel-

Rebels in Caviet, Philippine islands, E'nzmh o
are again showing signs of activity and | aoroes the
troops have been sent to the scene from | ghead of

Manila.

Portiand bold up men robbed & man
under an electric light' in the very
heart of the city s few evenings ago
L‘ﬂlﬂ.‘-l‘i““m,.;
short distance.

The arbitrators in the Veneznalan
claime case is in pession. .

Burveyor General Eagleson, of Idabo,
ialto be removed from offi .e.

The commandant of the Puget sound
navy yard aske for appropriations of
nearly $3,000,000.

The Columbia river bar shows much
improvement. There is nearly & fott
more water now than this time lsst

Joak. : treaty, and
. Avew disesse similar to bubwlie direction is heartily indorse
plague bas broken out in Coba ana is : i

pussling doctors who are unable to do :

anything with it.

The third attempt to eail the third
race of the present series was a failure
on acount of lack of wind, The boats
did not even start.

A Japanese gunboat would not allow
the American steamer Dollar
to land at a Corean port. BShe was
nndga:harhrbyaku-hnﬂrm to load
umber,

A war is on beiween rival steamer

ines from Portland to The Dallea.
The passenger rate has been lowered to
25 cents and freight is carried for one
dollar a ton.

The negro sufirage association, of
Boston, declares Booker T. Washington
i& not & fit leader for the race and has
ackad Roossvelt not to take his counsel

g

The villagers of Armensko were massa- : ndeal
cred before & single insurgent visited | oo, j ‘Uolombian
the place. The inhabitants of the vil- 'm"i:; hamper his sco
lage of Nevolkas, near Flerina, were |under tne canal law.
butchered while on their way to Flor- indicate what

soldiers murder them by wscores. The| utjonary ‘party

residents cf Monastir, includ- | titied
ing the consuls, are in & state of i3
anxiety, Many, including the Ital
consul, have recently been ineulted
soldiers. .

y_formed

14

if he would hold the colored voté. Operations commenced last Thuraday
an organized ecale against the insur-
Ex-Mayor Ames, of Minneapolis, has ::n

been refused a new trial.

The present summer is the coldest
ever experienced in New York.

All teamsters in Seattle are on &
muuﬂ other . unions threatsn fto
Philadelphia and Baltimore have
combined in an effort to hold the ex-
port trade.

Pern will prohibit the immigration
of mempers of the religious orders ex-
pelled from France,

Qolombia is facing & serious uprising
of her subjects. The rejection of the

|
i

Pandma canal treaty is _given as the Jmh &“’ﬁ‘m “t.‘:“ﬂ ’n:;"'m'mv
. the maneayers show that the
Russo-Japanese negotiations are max- . camp will be one of the most spectacu-
headway and there i no doubt that|  Postal Investigation Nearing End.  |lar ever planned, The 14,000 troops
they will soon be brought to & eatislact- | Wagshiogton, Sept. 5.—Postmaster |that sre.to participate will be
ory issue, said today that when ver
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The wind waa again too light for a
race Monday, but the Reliance was
{arther ahead of 8hamrock than in any
previons race.

socialista are in & lively
wrangle as to the policy they will pur
sue in the reichstag.

of the vice consul

be tried on a S0-kilometer track.

Anawers.

to fles, with the result that the savage| New York, Sept. 7.—The new hn- ‘._'
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