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White Hand

A Talo of the Early Settiors
of Loulslana.

BY AUSTIN C. BURDICK

CHAPTER L

We who turn our eyes westward and
boholdlng the "Btar of Empire" setting
amid the golden waters of the Paeifle,
while the folds of our natlon’s hanoer al-
most enwrap the continent, are prone to
look upon the valley of the Misalasippl ua
a reglon okl in civilisation, Yet, long
after the Atlantle shores were geminoed
with cltles and thriving villages, the
great valley of the mid«continent was n
vast solltude unkoown to our forefathers,
Long after colleges and schools, govern
monts and courts, socletles and churches,
bad arlven and fHourlshed In the Atlantie
eolonien, the red man hunted his game
In the forest, and drove his canoe over
the bosom of the great Fathor of Waters,
unmoleated by the pale-faced invader,

In the middle of the sixteen contury, a
bold and hardy band of adventurous
kolghts and warrlors, led by Heruando do
Boto, landed at the bay of Banto Bpiritu,
In Florkia, and, ln all the pride and pomp
of glorlons array, started off through the
decp forests In quest of those fabled
clties where untold gold awalted thelr
coming, On they went, meeting and
overcoming obatacles Innumerable, and,
at length, & worn and weary remnant of
the once proud host st down to rest npon
the bank of the mighty river, A lttle
further on, they went through the wilds
of Arkansas, but the same wtern, dark
foreat, with It avenging hordes of red
men, met Gem nt every step, and they
cume back to the Mississlppl, where De
Boto luld down and died, His great,
hard heart was broken, The remnant of
%is party hastily constructed a few rude
vessels, and salled down the river, fol-
lowed by the curses of the Indlans,

After this, the great valley remalaed
untrodden by the white men for a cene
tury and a half, when, in July, 1078, a
smiall band of Enropeans and Canndians,
under Jollet and Marguette, reached the
banks of the great elver. They had come
from the Bt, Lawrence, and had wan-
dored through the vast solitndes of the
Maamee and the Wabash, They floated
down as far as the mouth of the Ar
kansas, where, haviug made themselves
sure that the Mixslasippl emptied into the
fiult of Mexico, they retnrned to their
people ln Canada, Great rejolelngs were
held over the reports these adventurers
brought with them; yet Jollet and Mar
quette both died ere the white man aguln
sought the Father of Waters,

Boven yonrs later, the celebrated La
Balle, at the head of forty soldlers and a
few monks, found the mighty river, and
after recrossing the Atlantle, and return-
Ing with more ald, and after passing
through adventures altmost lneredible, he
fulrly commenced a colony In Loulslana.
In 1687, he was assassinated by his own
companiona, and the few white men left
were little better than a mere handful
of wanderers in the wilderness,

A few years later, came the men whoso
names are cherlshed as among those who
suffered the most and worked the most
talthfully for the noble homes of the
Bouth. Most prominent among them
were the two brothers, Iberville and
Blenville, the latter of whom was the
founder of the city of Now Orleans, and
for many years governor of the colony.
From this time really commenced the
growth of Loulslana.

This territory was Inhabited by numer-
ouna tribes of Indlans, more numerous,
perhaps, than in any other sectlon of the
country, Bome of them were mere fam-
ilios, insignificant in thelr capacity as dis:
tinetive tribes, but yet speaking an Idiom
pecullar to themnelves, cherlshing thelr
own exclusive traditions, and exercising
all the rights of independent powers, But
the principal tribes in the sonthern coun-
try were three in numboer—the Natches,
the Choctaws, and the Chickasaws, and
with theso and the Yazoos, did the
‘l;'nlneh of that perlod have mostly to

eal.

It wan In the summeor of 1727 that we
Introduce our readers to a pleasant home
on the banks of the Misslssippl. Bome
forty miles above where the ety of Baton
Rouge now stands, the Marquis Brion 8t.
Jullen had located himself, and erected a
house. He was now past the prime of
life, haring been some five years on the
road through the second half eentury of
his life, and had left FPrance out of pure
disguat for the soclety he was obliged
to mingle with there, Unlike most of
those who came to the new home In the
vast wilderness, he was wenlthy., ITo
had left his wife In the towb of her an-
cestors, and her death was a severe blow
upon hls noble heart.

Money was potent, even in the wilder~
ness, and the marquls had the most
sumptuous residence ln the country. Near

his entute, the great rlvor made a sWee]
to the westward, and his house was built

upon a small tributary steenm, which ran
nearly south from Its source, and at a
distance of nearvly two wmiles from the
Miaslssippl.

Here he and his famlly lived, with such
of his domesticea ns were needed about
him, The house faced to the west, belng
abont ten rods from the river. Noxt wore
two buylldings, one upon the north and
the other vpon the south of the maln
honse, and ench about twenty foet dis
tant, Thoese wero for the residence of the
bluck slaves. Then back of all thess, and
distant forty feot, were two more bulld-
Ings, one of them, twenty fect square,
wis for the stable, and the other, fifty
feet square, was for the general store-
house of provisions for both man and
beast. In front of the main dwelling(
extended a beautiful garden almost to
the river. Outslde of all, was a stout,
barricade, complotely enclosing the
grounds on which stood the bulldings and
most of the garden, It was formed of
posts driven firmly iuto the ground, at
the distance of a foot apart and twelve
feot high, and then these {ntervals were
tightly fllled with other upright timbers,
firmly fastened In thelr places by trans-
wooden pina,
There were numerous loop or port-holes
through this barricade, which could be
opened or closed at pleasure.

The whole household of the marquis
conslsted of fifty-two persoms. There
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were himself and two children, and one
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nephow; olght male white servants and
five female whitea! twenty-five
males, and ten females of the same dusky
hue, And now, considering that Mt
Jullen had arms and ammuniton la
plenty, we may suppose that he had lit-
tle to fear from :f. red neighbors who
prowled about his premlises, And yot he
bad one protection that ought to have
been more powerful than all sles, and
that wans the perfect honor and genulne
kindness with which he treated all the
Indlans with whom he came In contact,

Late one afternoon, the marquls ‘went |

out Into one of his flelds that lay upon
the rich bottom of the Walsut River,
The Marquls Bt, Julles was o tall man,
with a alight tendency to stoop In hie
golt, though this wae more the result of
n habit of deop thought which he had
contracted than of any physical cause,
His bialr was gray—a dark, granite-like
gray, and he wore It long over his shoul-
ders, whither It depended In loosely flow-

ing curle, His featores wore L o
Inr and baodsome, but pale and .
ful. I7ls dress was mostly of black wel

vet, aud its fow ornaments of jet. He
was, In troth, & noble-looking man, and
Just wuch an one as the common class
would love to obey and lastinetively ro-
spect. Mence hin servants were fondly
attached to him, and his slaves loved
him,

He hnd nearly galned the southern
edge of the copse, when he was startied
from his tevorie by hearing a crashing
sound umong the dry sticks near him. He
stopped quickly, and on the Instant his
pistol was In his hand. He bhad time to
wee o dark object glide from the path o
front of him towards the river, snd he
Immedintely resolved that this was some-
thing which wished to escape him. An-
other thing, also, occurred te his mipd,
and that was that no man conld escape
by the way the mystic object had taken;
for not over slx feet from the path in
that mection was a deep, wide diteh,
which be had cavsed to be dug for the
purpose of dealning a plece of wet land
beyond the hickory wood.

The marguis stepped, and as he 814 8o,
a tall, powerful man stepped back in the
path, It was an Indlan, who stood near-
Iy n head taller than Bt. Jullen, and
whowe form was stralght and muscalar,

“How?' uttered the marquis, stepping
back and lowering the muzeie of his pls-
tol; “what does the Btung Serpent here "

“He is only in the path which his white
brother hus made through the forest”
returned the red man, standing proudly
erect,

“But wherefore art thou in bis path ™

“The Stung Berpent Is on his way to
his people.

“And are there none of thy people with
theo? Does the Btung Berpent—he who
atands second among (he Buns of Nat-
chep—wander alone no far from homeT'

“Yea, for he ln not afraild. He knows
the white chief ia hin friend, and where-
fore should he fear?" *

“But why did yoo come bere?" asked
the marquis, coming more directly to the
polnt,

“1 came to gulde some traders on their
way to the town of the great white chief,
and my boat s left above where the
great river turns toward the setting
sun,” answered the Indlan,

“Then lot my red brother return with
me to wmy home, and there rest for the
night.”

But the Indian would not accept the
invitation. He professed to be In haste,
and In a few moments more, he turned
on his way, and was soon out of ajght.

As the marquis turned once more home-
ward, he pondered upon this thing. He
knew the Btung Serpent well, He was
the only brother of the Great Bun, or
chief, of the Natches, and was the most
poted warrior of the whole tribe., Thus
far, In all thelr Interconrse, 8Bt Jullen
had found him upright and bonorable,
but he well knew how treacherous the
Natches could bo, and how the crime of
one white man against them could be vie-
ited upon the heads of all with whom
they might come in contact. That Stung
Serpent should have come fAfty mliles
trom his village to gulde a few traders
did not seem probable, and yot the mar-
quis was at a loss for any other canse
of the visit. At all events, he resclved
to be prepared for danger; so when he
reached his dwelling, be called his peo-
ple together, and having informed them
of what he had seen, he bade them be on
thelr guard,

After having done this, be wan about
to turn towards the house, when one of
his blacks, a huge Guineanman of Ashante,
named Tony, came up to him and spoke.

“T.ook heah, ma'r, I seed dat ar Injun
whon he went down, an' he did hab two
white men with 'im, But he's been a
lookin' all ‘bout heah dis long while. Dis
arternoon 1 seed him on de hill ober heah
by de cattle, an' he was a lookin' sharp
all round, 8'pose he wants some of your
fat oxom, eh, mas'r?’

*"When did he go down, Tony 7™

“Arly dis morpin'."”

“And when did you see him first on his
return 7"

“Jus' 'bout an hour arter noon.”

“Then see that the dogs are confined
among the cattle, The red scomps may
menn mischier."”

And with this, the marguis turned and
went lnto the house. He did pot wish to
loge any of hls eattle, though he would
readly have given bountitully of them
to those in absolute need,

Ah, Bt. Jullen, watch thy eattle, but
the red man wants them not. His quest
Is nearer thy heart!

CHAPTER I1.

We have remarked that the Marquis
8t. Jullen had two children. They were
twins, and were a boy and a girl. Louls
8t. Jullen had seen seventeen years of
life, nnd he had muoch of his father's look,
gnve that his frame never promised such
height. Those who knew Louis best,
knew how noble he was at heart, and
how fearless he was of danger. In the
hour of the deepest perll, he carried o
steady hand and a cool head, and It he
wos more than usnally moved, It was for
some loved friend who might share the
danger with him. His hair, which waas
of a dark golden hue, hung loosely over
his shoulders, curling, as did has father's,
and his eyea were large and bright, and
of a deep-blue color,

The sister was called Loulse. Not only
waa she of the same age, but in every reo-
spect of feature did she resemble her
brother, Bhe may have been a little
smaller, but the difference was not read-
lly notlced. Bhe had the same regularity
of foature, the same deocp golden halr,
the same brilliant blue eye, the aame
fair, open brow, and the same nobleness
of expression. She was a beautitul girl,
and as she and her brother wandered
about together, many and many waere the
untutored red men who had dwelt with a

wort of religious awe upen the falr ple
tare.

We have also sald that the marquis
had a pophew living with him. This was
Bt Jullen's

of man, and not very perfect in physical
form. His shoulders weore heavy, slmost
hum, and his head was thrown
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Thus the family sat, when one of the ser
vants entered and announced that a
stranger had arrived and asked for shel-
ter and food. Bt. Jullen's answer wan
quiekly spoken:

“Give bim food, and then conduct him
hither,"”

In the meantime, lights were brought,
and when the newcomer entered, the win-
dows had been closed and the room was
now brilllantly lighted. He was a tall,
nobly formed man, not over five-and-
twenty, with a profusion of nut-brown
ringlets cluatering about his high, full
brow, and a sweet smile of gratitude
lighting up his handsome face.

“Ha! a white man?’ uttered the mar-
quis, starting up. “Welcome, sir—thrice
welcome! My mind has so run upon
these red dogs, for the past four-and-
twenty hours, that [ "expected to have
seen one of them mow. And a country-
man?"’

“You, sir,” spoke the stranger, in a
volee peculiarly wsoft and pleasant.
“France Is my native land.”

“Then welcome again,” resumed the
host, shaking the stranger ofice more by
the band, and then conducting him to a
seat.

The conversation tarned upon the nat-
ural toples of the times, but Blmon Lobols
did not join In It. He had made one or
two remarke at the commencement; but,
suddenly, be seemeod moved by the stran-
ger's appearance, and now was engaged
in scanning his countenance. At length,

of the mystery, and a dark clond
over his features.

Meanwhile the conversation wemt on,
and both Louls and Loulse seemed try-
ing to recall some memory of the past.

“How far up are you going? asked
the marguis, at length,

“At present,” returned the stranger, “1
had only thought of secking the dwelling
of the Marquis Brion Bt. Julien,”

“Ah!" uttersd the hosi, elevating his
eyebrows. “Did you ever know mea In
France?

“Yery well."

“But—really—"

The marquis was here Interrupted by
Louis, who at that moment sprang from
his chalr,

“Aha!" the youth cried, “I know yon
now!"

“Do youT" sald the visitor, arlsing and
grasping Louls by the hand.

“Yeas—yen; Goupart 8t. Denls!"

“8t. Denls?’ uttered the old man, start-
Ing quickly from hla chalr and hastening
forward. ol Lo

“Goupart!” cried Loulse, also springing
forward. “Goupart—Goupart!” ghe re-
peated. “O, It ls—it ls! Dear, good
Goupart!™

And ss these words fell from her Mlps,
she bounded forward and canght the
young man by the hand. His eye burned
with a strange light ns he met her glad,
joyous look, and his volce was marked
hy & perceptive tremalousness as he said:

“Yes, Louise—it ls your old friemd
Gonpart.”

“@Gonpart 8t. Denis!” muttered the
dark-browed nephew, to himwmelf, as he
enst & look of unmistakable hatred to-
wards the newcomer,

{To be continued.)

Conveying a Mild Rebuks,

“That Is ungrammatical” sald Mr.
Upperby, a smart young man much
glven to eriticlsm, “What 181 asked
his business partner, an elderly, blue-
eyed man of a sly humor but unfailing
good nature.

“That sentence you just now utter
ud-!'

“Perhaps It was, 1 did not notice
how [ spoke it. By the way, suppose
yon look In Webster's Dictionary and
see |f you pronounced that word ‘un-
grammatical' correctly.

“1 am quite certain 1 did,” returned
Mr, Upperby, taking the volume down
from the shelf and opening It.

“Why,” he exclaimed, after a mo-
ment's search, “I can't find It In Web-
ster!"

“I thought perhaps you couldn't,” re-
joined his partner, with a twinkle in
his eye.

Making Money in Mexico,

A New Yorker who haa just returned
from a visit to Mexico says that “many
Americans are making fortunes out of
the mines throughout the WRepublie.
Already there are five thousand silver
mines and over one thousand gold
mines belng operated, and last year the
value of these metals exported was
nearly $40,000,000. In no other coun-
try in the world are cotton mills pay-
ing such dividends ns those In Mexleo,
and new manufacturing plants of
every description are golng up all over
the Republie. It has a great future
and in developing Itself it 1s benefiting
the business men of the United States.
The importation of machinery from this
country in the last year amounted to
over §0,000,000."

Candor looks with equal falrness at

both sides of a subject.—Noah Webster,

ho seemed to have arrived at a solution
gathered
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ant Happenings of the Pust Week,

Presented In . Form, Mos*
Likely to Prove Istefesting to Our
Many Readers, =

PR ey
Bevero earthquakes whook South

Governor Cham ‘signed
the Portland charter bi
Germans say Venést the
recent fight at i
A driving mow storm in Central
Kansas has demoralized business.

An explosion ol dynamite in a tunnel
st Pittsburg resaited in four desths.

A wealthy Jersey City produce merch-
ant was doped and robbed of $11,000.

Ex-Governor Charles R. Ingersol!, of
Connecticut, is eritically ill. He is
81 years old.

The bill providing for s fire bost at

“|Portland has been passed by both
+ | houses of the legislature.
Action has been brought in New

York to have the famous *‘Flatiron"
building declared a nuisince.

At Olympia Friday the vote for een-
stor stood: Ankeny 65, Preston 44,
Wilson 9, Torner 22, scatiering 6,
total 136,

The vote for senator at Balem Fri-
day stood: Fulton 20, Geer 15, Wood
18, scattering 16, absent snd paired
17, total 00,

It is said that President Roossvelt
has turned againet the admission of
Oklaboma, New Mexico and Arizona
becaase of a suspicion of jobbery.

Coal miners areldemanding the gov-
ernment ownership of mines.

A blizzard in the weslern part ol
Colorado bas blockaded a:! railroad
traffic.

Mild weather and free imports have
caused the price of coal to drop slightly
in New York.

An Illinois Central train ran into an
open switch at Memplis, Tenn., [(atal-
ly injoring thres trainmen,

A Chicago & Great Weetern train was
wrecked at Freeport, Ill.,, and three
men killed and 16 others injured.

The second for
Oty

yip :
50, Preston 42, Wilson 12, Allen &,
Crow 4, Graves 1, Turner 22, total 136.

The third ballot for penator at Olym-
pia resulted as follows: Ankeny 52,
Preston 41, Wilson 11, Turner 22,
Sharp 5, Allen 3, Crow 1, Banders ™1,
total 136, i

George 5, Pittock 4, Williams 3, Mills
2, Wolverton, Carey, Hermann, Hall,
Fenton, Barrett, Paxton, one each,
abeent 3, total 90.

- Gt i o TV .

The second ballot for senator at
Balem stood: Fulton 81, Geer 18,
Wood 17, Pittock 5, George 4, Wil-
liams 2, Mills 2, Liothicum, Wolver-
ton, Carey, Hermann, Cake, Fenton,
Kundret —one each, ssbent 4, total 90,

President Roosevelt will speak at the
bi-centenaryof John Wesley in New York

on February 25.

The agricultural apropristion bill
carries $5,288, 860, an increase of $290,-
000, but “'001000 less than the esti-
mates.

A movement hae been started in In-
dianapolis to buy s residence to be pre-
sonted to John Mitchell, president of
the Mineworkers' union.

The wumber ol striking garment
workers in Vienna has increased to 19,-
000. It is expected that the employers
will be obliged to capiatulate,

| Mayor Wells, of 8t. Lounis, has sus-
pended Patrick R, Fitzgion, the city
registrar, who is charged with corruptly
fontnctlng for city printing and bind-
“.

A boiler axplosion in Tupper's iron
works at Biltson, Stafford, England, re-
sulted in the killing of five persons and
the injury of 20 or 30 by steam and
pleces of flying metal. -

The postoffice appropriation bill car.
ries §$153,430,049, against $188,416,508
last year. The principal increases are:
About 2,000,000 for railway mail ser-
vice, 48,000,100 for raral (ree delivery
and $800,000 for pneumatic tube ser-
vice.

The American Federation of Labor
will begin a eampaign in favor of ohild
labor laws and the bill making eight
hours a day's work on govérnment con-
tracts, It will investigate the charges
of inhumanity to Porto Rican laborers
in Hawail.

The Spanieh minister of marine be-
gan action in Edinbarg, Scotland, to
recover $375,000 from the Clydebank
engineering and shipbuilding: company
because of the company's failure to de-
liver in contract time four torpedo boat
destroyers which had been intended for
use during the Spanish-Ameriean war.

The senste ir considering the Cuban
reciprocity treaty,

Bir Thomas Lipton has offered & cup
to Pacifie coast yacht clubs,

Minister Bowen has Arrived from
Venesuela, He will find discord among
the allies.

Senator Mitchell hasfintroduced bills
intended to carry into some of
the recommendations ofithe senate com-
mittea which recently visited the
Hawailan islands.
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CANAL TREATY SIONED,

Colombia at Last Agrees, Olving United
States Full Police Control.
Washington, Jan, 23. — The treaty
botween the United Btates and Colom-
bin for the construction of the Panama
canal by the United Btates was signed

yesterday in thie city.

No details of the signing of the treaty
were obtainable, but at the presidential
reception at the White House last night
the news that the treaty was an accom-
plished fsect at last leaked out. Later
the news was confirmed in official quar-
tors. It had been intended not to make
the nigning of the canal treaty publie

was Wo good for some of the
of the canal to keep. Fesrs had been
entertanied until this week that Colom-

bia would not be willing to accede to
the wishes of the United States in the
1natter and that recourse to the Nicara-
wua canal project might be foreed om
the government of the United States.
But this week events took & mcre
favorable turn, and Colombia transmit-
ted instructions to Dr. Herran, its rep-
resentative in the United Btates, that
made possible a conclosion of the long
negotiations. The principal obstacle
for some time to the conclusion of the
Ltreaty, it is understood, has beem the
price that the United States was to pay
in the shape of a eash payment and by
way of annual rental for the strip of
territory along each side of the canal
right of way. It conld not be learned
lagt night what was the price finally
sgreed upon,
Bome time ago there was a hitch over
the question of the extent to which
control by the United Btates over thia
strip of land should go, Colombia ob-
jecting on the ground that the provie
ions required in the treaty by the Unit-
ed Btates would mean a relinquishment
of sovercignty by Colombin over part
of her territory; but this matter was
amicably settled, ar was & difference as
to the lifetime of. the lease of the strip
of land in question, the final result
being s practical cession in perpetuity
to the United States for canal purposes
and incidental police control and pro-
tection of the canal right of way.

AMENDS PHILIPPINE TARIFF.

Senate Committee Gives Heed to Sugar
and Tobacco Men.

Washington, Jan. 24.—The senate
committee on the Philippines today
authorized a favorsble report on the
Philippine tariff bili, __which recently
more uniform reduction of the tariff on
Philippine goods "imported into the
United States, making the rate only
25 per cent of the rates imposed by the
Dingley law.

The senate commitiee amended the
bill so aa to provide for the admission

Lof all Philippine -
The (hird ballos $05 ssntbar ot Salohil s Le.s Mutpptas prost i actismy, fume

stood: - Fulton 32, Geer 17, Wood 17,

of daty except sogar and tobaceo, and
on these two commodities fixed the
tariff at 50 per cent of the Dingley
schedules, This change was nade to
meet the objectiona of the sugar and
tobacco producers of this country, who
have claimed that a duty of only 25 per
cent on those articles would result in
ruinous competition.

MISSISSIPPI VALLEY EARTHQUAKE.

Mysterious Underground Explosion Makes
Cracks in the Earth.

Whitman, Miss., Jan, 24.—Two fis-
sures in the earth about three feel deep
and a few inches wide and running for
a distance of & quarter of a mile are the
only evidences of & mysterious explo-
sion which shook this town just before
daybreak today. Houses were shaken
violently and crockery was broken in
soveral regidences. A number of per-
sons, aroused by the explosion, began
searching for the canse at daylight. In
a meadow they found & crack in the
earth’s crust about three feet in depth
and two or three inches.wide, They
followed it for three-quarters of a mile
befors they reached tho end. Later
they discovered another fissure of the
esame description aboot 75 fest away
from the first and parallel with it. An
explanation of the explosion is lacking.

Will Join Western Body.

Buatte, Mont., Jan. 24.—President
Dan Me¢Donald, of the American Labor
Union, announced today that that body
will be swelled by the affiliation of
88,000 members of the United Brother-
hood of Railway employes, with head-
quarters in Denver. The amalgama-
tion will mark an epoch in the history
of Iabor of in the West. There is no
doubt, says Mr. MecDonald, that the
American Labor Union will grant this
charter at an early date,

Blg Fuanel Plan,

Chicago, Jan. 24, — A broad, well-
lighted underground driveway, passing
beneath the bed of the Chicago river
and stretching from the art institute
to 1llinois and 8t. Olair streets, is for-
mally announced to be the plan finally
agread upon by the pars boards of the
North and Bouth gsides to make the
long-talked-of connection between the
boulevard systems of these two por-
tions of the city. A bill authorizing
a $2,600,000 bond iseue containing
referendum clause will be prepared by
committees from the two park boards.

To Become a Coal Hulk,

Victoria, Jan. 24. — The steel bark
Baroda, which stranded on August 28
off the Oregon coast and was floated
alter much work and has since been
lying at Ban Francisco, has been pur-
chased by R. Dunsmuir's sons, of this
city, and will be towed north by the
steam collier Tellus on her next voyage.
The Baroda will be converted into a
hulk for the coal carrying trade between
the igland mines and Vancouver,

until today, but the newe sppsrently|
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UNITED STATES WILL PAY RENT OF
| $250,000 A YEAR.

Washington, Jan. 24.—Yesterday's
mesting of the cabinet was one of the
mo#t important held in several weeks,
Babjects of grest moment s

. : e

umt.
freaty, aad both the president 404
treaty, 1
md;l- in the ecabinet
eatiefaction with the regults schieved
through the loog and difficult negotia-

The treaty is identical with that
drawn by -this governmeat several
monthe ago and at that time submitted
to the Co'ombian government, with the
single exception of the amount of an-
nuity to be paid Colombia for the right
of way. This government proposed
annuity of §100,000, while Colombia
demanded §650,000. The Colombian

i

the Panama railroad company in
duties, ete., which Colombia did not
desire to have reduced.

tistions, Colombis sgreed to all points
in the treaty proposed by the United
Statea with the exception of the annui-
ty. That has been the point of differ-
ence for meny weeke, and st one time
it threatened to break off ‘negotiations
entirely. Becrelary Hay commuuicat-
ed directly with the Colombian govern-
ment, intimating that some sgreement
must be reached soon, as the United
Btates desired to enter on the constroc-
tion of the eanal, {f it were to be con-
structed by the Pasnama route.

For several days active efforts have
been making to secure an agreement,
until finally they were sncoessful.

Mr. Herran, charge d'sffaires here,
agreed to accept an annuity of $250,-
000. - This was entirely satisfactory to
the president and Seeretary Hay, and,
while itisa amount than was
offered at first, it is believed by ad-
ministration officiale that the senate
will undoubtedly accept the figure
named in the treaty, particuk g

-
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would deprive Colombi

which she is now actoally receiving.

All other points than this one of
money compeneition remain as they
stood in the original draft of the treaty,
and are completely satisfactory to the
United States government. The United
States will have control ot the canal
practically in perpetuity, as required
by the Bpooner act, thia resalt having
been attained by the adoption of a plan
for a leace of 100 years, remewable at
the pleasure of the United Btates,
Colombis having nothing to say about
extension. The mattar of police and
judicial control is settled by a echeme
of joint action, although it y is
assured that no gitiren of the United
States will be tried by any other than
hir own courts, Control of the waters of
the ports of Colon nnd Panama is vested
in the United Statee just as far a8 may
be neceseary for the operation cf the
canal, and it is assured that our extra-
territorial jurisdiction will be ongues
tioned a8 to waters and streams per-
taining to the canal. Al] port dues on
vassels passing canzl aré to

to the annuity payments.
Soon Ready for Business.

New York, Jan. 26.—Marconi ar
rived here today. He eays that his
system will be ready for commercial
uee by the ‘public in an exceedingly
ghort time, within two or three months
at least. This statement was made at
the office of the Marconi Wireless
Telegraphy company of America, at
the close of & meeting of the board of
directors, called in order that Marconi
might personally acquaint the members
of the board with the result of his re-
cent experiments and work at Wellfleet.

Hurrying Coal Trial

Chicago, Jan. 26.— The fight of the
indicted coal men to clear themselves
of guilt of “‘conspiracy to do an illegal
act injurivos to public trade’ was
begun befors Judge Horton late today.
Motion to quash im behalf of each oi
the 18 corporations composing the asso-
ciation were quickly overruled and
pleas of “not guilty’’ entered, A stip-
ulation cof Iacts was then presented to
the court, and it was annonnced that
a date for the hearing of the argnment
and taking of briefs would be fixed
early this week.

Change of Enginecrs.

Washington, Jan. 26.— Captain W.
W, Harts, formerly local engineer In
the Columbia river district, and who
made the plan for the opening of the
Columbia river by means of canala and
locks, between The Dalles and Oelilo,
but who has been for the past year and
a ball on duty in the Philippines,
has been ordered to Portland, to re-
lieve Qaptain William O. Langfitt.
Captain Langhitt is ordered to Wash-
ington when relisved.

Cattle Without Food in Montana.

Great Falls, Mont., Jan. 26.—Report
comes [rom Popular that the range in
the northern part of the state is in yery
bad condition and that stock are dying
for lack of grass. The snow has crushed
the grass and cattle are unable to do
any picking, Unless a thaw comes at
once there will be great loss within
the next few daye.
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The Colombian government, through |

g0 to the United States by way of offset | i

: lilm eodin ar-
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to all points in Oregon, Wi
Idaho and Montana.

Wthe Pierce has introduced a bill
in senate for the purposs of chang-
ing the time of pa
spring until fall.

,§¢

Wheat— Walls Walla, 78¢; bius-
stem, 82c; valley, 76@77c.

Barley—Feed, $23.50 per ton; brew
ing, §24.

Flour-—Beet grade, Qlfw.ﬁ:luh- 7

am, $3.25@3.50.
Millstuffs — Bran, $13@19 per ton;

middlings, $23 @ 24; shorts, $10@320.

chop, $18.

| Oats—No. 1 white, $1.15@1.17

gray, 011255 @1.15 per cental. e
Hay — Timothy, $11@12;

$8@9; chest, $9@10 per ton,

- Potatoes— Best Burbanks, 60@ 75¢ per

sack; ordinary, 40@050c per cental,

growers' prices;

Poultry—Chickens, mixed, 10@11c;
rﬂt. 10¢; hens, 11@12¢;
ive, 18@15c; dressed, 15@16¢c;
$7@7.60 per dozen; geese, $7@8.50.

@
17)4e; Yonng America, 17X@18%e¢;
A e oy I

pound; extras, i 2
gt%a; store, lbalhm Wi We

. Eggs—22){@32% per dozen,

Wool—Valley, 12)@16c; Eastern
Oregon, 8@14}¢c; mohair, 26@280.
Bee! — Gross, cows, &
pound; steers, 404!“;-& ﬁ
Veal—7)¢@83o. :
Mutton — e A :
i o e
dreamd, 75
Hogs — Gross,
dressed, 7@7 e,

clover,

Butter—Fancy creamery, 30@32 e '

Hope—Choice, 26@263¢c per pound.




