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CHAPTER X,

Long sinee the moon has mounted the
hoavend; how It {s at its full. A myriad
sturn keep company with it, the hush of
wlooping nature pays homagoe to it. Bl
emuly, slowly, from the old belfry tower
the twelve strukes of midnight have
sounded on the alr,

Vern, rising cautlously from beside Gri-
seldn, who bs, an usunl, sleoping the sleep
of the just, alips gently on to the bare
white across which the moonbeams are
teavellug delicately,

Bleep bas deserted her. Woury at last
of her efforts to lose herself und her hate
ful thoughts In unconsclotsness, whe de
tormines to rise and try what study may
do for her. Bhe stops lightly across the
room, opens the door and speods with all
haste over the sorridor, gaunt and ghost-
Iy ln the dim light, down the grand old
stalrcase, and enters a room on the left
of the libeary, where ope day she made
the discovery that comfort wus to be
foand,

Striklng a mateh, she lights a lamp
ppon a side talle and procecds to exam-
ine the book b ives, Taking down one
thut she thitks will plouse her, Vera
kueels upon oue of the deop window
woats, looks outward, trying to pleree the
woft and seented gloom.

The opening of the door rouses her. 1t
Is quite an hour later—an hour forgotten
by her aw ghe read. With a sadden start
she looks up, turning her face over her
shoulder to the door, to see who enn be
comiug In at this nphely hour, Her
heurt grows cold within ber as she sees
~8enton Dywart!

In sllence they stare at ecach other,
Vern, indeod, so great s her astonishe
ment, forgets to rise, but slis thers corl-
o up among her furs, with a Hetle frozsen
look of fear and detestation on her per
foet face,

“1 have distarbed you," says Beaton
at last, breaking the wpell, and speaking
in a distinetly unvatural tone,

I dil hope 1 should have found pri-
viey somewhors, at some hour,' says
she, coldly,

1 came for a book," says he, contrite
“Now that 1 am here, will you per-
mit me to say a few words in my own
deferse T

“Oh, defense!” says she, with undis-
gulsed weorn.

“Certalnly. 1 wonld prove to you bow
entirely you have wronged me,"” says he,
flemly. 1 acknowledge that once my
father exprossod a wish that 1 xhounld
marry you," colorjug darkly, “always
provided you were willing to aecept me;
and 1"—alowly—""ncceded to that wish.”

“But why, why ' demnands she, flash-
ing round at hlm,

“1 do not wonder at your question, It
peoms impossible there shonld be a rea-
son,” replivs he, coldly; “for ever sluce
the first hdur we met yon have treated
me with woiform unfriendliness, I had
almost wnld discourtesy.”

“Thore (8 a reason, nevertheloss,” says
she, hotly, Bhe han come a step or two
pearer to him, and her large, lustrous
eyed, uplifted, seem to look definnce into
his, “Your renson I can fathom-bit
your fathor's—that, I confess, punsles
me. Why should he, whose god ls money,
choose the penniless daughter of the
brother he defrunded to be—"

“Defranded T Interrapts Beaton, with
a frown.

“Call it what you will," with an ex-
pressive gesture of her hand—"undertake
his deferise, too; but the fact remains
that the inlquitous deed that gave to
your futher what should have been ours
was undoubtedly drawn up by my uncle.
1 have heard all about it a hundred times,
Your futher hardly denled it to mine
when last writing to him. His taking
u#t home to live with him was, 1T sup-
pose, & sort of reparation. To marry me
to you, and thus give me buck the prop-
erty he stole—lis that a reparation, too?"

She ls as pale as denath, and the hands
that cling to the back of the chalr near
ber are trembling. Huot her lips are (irm
and her eyes flashing. It occurs to Sea-
ton, gaeing at her in bhrenthless silence,
that if she could have exterminated him
theh und there by a look she would have
done it

“You degrade yourself and me when
you talk like that,"” says Beaton, who is
now as pale as she s “For heaven's
snke, try to remember how abominably
yon misrepresent the whole thing, If my
futher bad a freak of this kind In his
head—a deslre to see you marrled to his
only son—sifrely there was no discourtesy
to you contiined In such a desire. It was
rather—you must see that—a well-meant
arrangement on his part. It was more,"
boldly. *“He loves me; In wilihing to see
you my wife he paid you the highest
compliment he could, 1 defy you to re-
gard it In aoy other Mght,”

“You plead his cause well—It Is your
own,” says she, tapping the back of the
chalr with taper, angry fingers. “Why
take the trouble? Do you think wmon can
bring me to view the case in a lonlent
light? Am I likely to forget that you—
you alded and abetted your father in try-
ing to force me Into this detested mar-
ringe?™ ’

“Pray put that marrelage out of your
head,"” sayn he, slowly., *You have taken
it too werlously, I assure ‘you 1 would
not marry you now If you were ag will-
ing ax you are unwilling, I can hardly
put It stronger."

“When my grandfather left thia prop-
erty to yonr father,” she says, slowly,
“he left it purposely nnentailed, Your
futher, then, were you to cross his
wishes, conld leave yon, as I have been
left, pennliess. To avold that, you would
tall in with any of his vlews. You would
even so far saerifice yourself as to—mur-
ry mel” Oh, the contempt In her tone!

There I8 a long paose. Then Seaton,
striding forwnrd, selzes her by both arms
and turns her more divectly to the light.
The grasp of his hands ia as a vise, and
—afterward—it seemed to her that he
had, involuntarlly, ms It were, shaken
herv alightly.

“How dare you?' he says, In a low,

concentrated toue, Bhe can see that his
h&-‘f very white, and that it la with
di ty he restrains himself; she (s con-
seloun, ton, perhaps, of feeling a ittle
trightonsd, 0

Then be puts her quickly from him and
turns away, .

“Psbaw, you are uot worth it!" be
soyn, his mapner tull of the most lontense
self-contetpt,

CHAPI'BR XI1.

A gleam of moonlight coming through
the open windew puts  the lawp to
shame, and compels Vera's attentlon.
How sweet, how heavenly fair the gar-
den seems, wrapped in those pale, cold
beams! Khe can see it from where she
sita oo the deep, cushioned seat of the
old-fashioned window, and o louging to
rise and go Into it, to feel the tender
night-wind beating on her burning fore-
hend, takes possession of her,

Catching up a lght shawl to cover the
evening gown she wears, she steals, care
fully as might a guilty soul, by Griselda’s
bed, along the dusky corridor, down the
stalrease, and past the servants’ quar-
ters, where a light under Mra, Granch's
door warns her that that remorseless foe
has as yet refused to surrender horself
to slumber,

A smull door leading luto the garden
Is clowe to this, and moving switdy up
the narrow stobe passage that brings her
to it she opens the door, and so closing
It after her that she can regain the house
nt any moment, she turns to find herself
alone ln the exquisite perfumed silevce
of the night, =

How long she thas gives berself up to
the sweet new enjoyment of life she
hardly kpows until she hears the ancient
belfry clock telling the miduight hour,

It startles her. Has she indeed been
here so long? What it Griselda whould
wake und be alarmed for her? Bho
moves quickly in the direction of the
house, and at last, regaining the (noer
garden; beging to think her pleasant wo-
Journ at an end.

Bhe has neared the shrubbories and In-
voluntarily turns her glance thelr way as
they lle upon her left; involuntarily, too,
she seeks to pleree the darkoess that en-
velops them, whon she stops, and
hor hand convulalrely to her breast. Whe
Is It—what is it, moving there, In the
mysterions gloom?

"Dog't be frightened. 1t is I, Seaton,”
says o most unweloome volee,

“Ah!" she says. She s angry beyond
doubt, and still further angered by the
knowledge that there is more of relief
than coldoess in the simple exclamation.

“I had no idea you were here at all,”
she says, faintly, after a pause that has
grown sufMclently long to be awkward,

“Iam afrald I have startled you, Ir 1
had known 1 shonld not, of course, have
cowe here."

“You make it very bard for me,” she
fays, with a tonch of passionate impa-
tience,

“That Is vujust,” says he, roused in
tarn. ‘“I'o make your life casier iy my
heart's desire,”

“Are you succeeding, do you think?
Does (t," with gathering scorn, “make
my part smoother, when you compel me
to see that you stay away, or only come
here at hours inconvenlent to you, be-
cause—becanse of me?"

She turns aside sharply, and walks a
step or two away from him, Bomehow
ut this Instane, the growing chill of the
early night secms to strike more sharply
on her senses, aud a shiver not to be
suppressed stivs ber whole frame,

“You are cold,” he exclalms, coming
up to her with o hasty steide, “What
madness it is, your being out at this
hour! Come, cotie back to the honse.”

She ngrees sllently to this proposition,
and follows him acroms the grass to the
small oaken door that had given her
egross—only to find it barred agalnst her!

Heaton, having tried it, glances at bher
In mute dismay.

“Granch must have fastened it, on her
wny to bed, The bolt is drawn," says
he, slowly,

“Do yon mean that I can't get In?"
naks she, na If unable to credit so terri-
bie an announesment,

“Oh, I dare say it can't be so bad as
that,” hastily, “Only," hesitating, as it
hardly knowlng how to expluin, “the
front door I pf course locked and chain.
ed, and the servants, with the exception
of Grunch, sll agleep at the top of the
house; a Inte arrangement of my father'y,
as the orlginal servants’ quarters lie be-
low. I am afrald, therefore, that if we
knocked forever, It would have no effect,
However, 1 ean try to do something, but
in the meantime you must not stay out
here ln the cold.”

“You may feel It cold. I don't,” re-
turna she poerversely, “‘Not so long as
the moonlight lasts, shall 1 find it lonely
either. 1," ralslog ber unfriendly, beaun-
tiful eyes to his—"1 assure you 1 shall be
quite happy out here, even though I stay
till the day dawns and the doovs are
open ngain,”

“CHappy! " As he repeats her word
he looks at her with n keen serutiny. “A
word out of place, surely; given the best
conditions, T hardly dare to believe you
conld ever be ‘happy' at Greyoourt.”

“Happy or unhappy,” says she, with
quick resentment, her mind being dis-
tressed by this awkward fear of having
to pags the night from under any roof,
“sarely it can be nothing to you! Why
nffect an Interest in one who is as hate-
ful to you as I am?" - A litle fire has
fallen into her tone, and there is ill-sup-
pressed contempt in the eyes she lifts to
his, Perhaps he is dreiven by it into an
nnger that leads to his betrayal.

“Hateful to mel Do youn think you are
that, Vern?" says he, In a low tone, but
one full of flerce and sudden passion—
passion long suppressed, “Do you hon-
estly belleve that?' His manner is al-
most violent, and ag he spenks he catohes
both ber hands in his, and crushes them
vehomently against his breast. “I wonld
to heaven,” he says, miscrably, “that
that were sol"

‘then he had come and placed that coat

———

As It atupﬁod by surprise, Vera stands
motlonless, her hands Iylag passively In
lils. Bhe iv aware that he ls looking at
her, with a new, wild, strange expression
In bis eyes, but a horrible sense of belng
ﬁnﬂru to reslst him numbs all her

Ing. And suddenly, as she struggles
with herself, he bends over her, and
‘without warning lfts her hands and
warm, fervent kisses on the

£

you cannot stay here,” he goes on quick:
Iy, na though fearing te wait for her next
words; “the night Is cold and damp,
There Is the summer bouse over there,”
pointing in Its directlon; “go and rest
there, till 1 call you”

Vera hastens to the shelter suggested,
and sinking down upon the obe seat It
contilns, a round rustie chair in the last
stage of decay, gives way to the over
powering fatigne that for the last howr
has boens oppressing her.  Reluctantly
she doos this, and quite unconsclously.
Obstinately determined to fight sleep to
the last, she presently snecumbs to that
kindly tyrant, and falls into one of the
mont delicioun slumbers sho bas ever yet
enjoyed.

How long it lasts she never knows, but
when pext whe opeas her oyes with a
nervous sturt, the first Sush of rosy dawn
is fooding hill and valley nnd sea. Bome
thing lying at her feet disturbd all her
preconcelved fancles, It must have slip
ped from her when whe rose, Iegard-
ing it more earnestly, she acknowledges
unwillingly that it is Seaton's cost, a
light gray one. When she waw asleep,
lost to all knowledge of friend or foe,

acrows her shoulders,

Her eyes are large and languid with
wleep broken and unsatisfied, her soft
halr les rutfled on her low, brond brow,
She looks timidly, nervously, around her
as ope expecting anything hut good;
her whole alr ls shrinking, and her whole
welf altogether lovely,

To the young man standing in his shirt-
sleeves, halt hidden among the laurels
and looking at ber, with admiration gen-
erously mixed with melancholy in his
glance, she seems the very incarnation
of all things desirable,

He presses hor hand and hurries her
over the short, dewy grass into the
shrubberies that form an effectual screen
from all observation of those in the gar-
den beyond, and so on until they come to
the small oaken doorway through which
she bad passed lawt night, and which bas
proved more foe thao friend.

Once inside the longed-for portal, her
first lmpulse s a natural one; It is to run
ax fast as her feet can carry her to her
owWn room.

{To be continued.)

COACHMAN KEPT HIS DIGNITY.

Incidentally His Employer Vad His
Way in a Roundabout Fashion.

This ls one of the many stories that
are floating about town concerning a
man very well known in the capital,
who Is spending the summer In Eng-
land, says the Washington Post. He
has taken & country house over there
for the season, and is living a grand
selgneur with a troop of dear only
knows how many servants. These
Euoglish servants, so thelr American
master has discovered, are quite un-
lke the menlals to whom he s accus-
tomed In hle own country. They are
spoclalists, Each one of them Is hired
for some one particular work, and pro-
fesslonal etlquette 'forbide them to
trespass on each other's preserves.
How strietly they keep them each to
his own work the American did mnot
know till, sauntering I1dly out of the
house¢ one day, he edpled a watering
can, which had been left by a gardener
at a little distance from the mansion
on the edge of the drive. It ocourred
to him that It would be amusing to
play at being a gardener. He would
water the flowers himself. So, calling
to & man servant, who happened to be
paseing, he bade him feteh the water-
ing can., The man stralghtened him-
self up and touched his cap.

“Beg pardon, sir," he gald, in a tone
of respect not unmixed awith surprise,
“I'm the corchman, sir."

“All rlght,” answered the Amerlean;
“bring me that ean.”

“Beg pardon, sir,” repeated the man,
“but I'm the conchman, sir"

“Well, well,” sald the American. *“1
know you're the coachman. Bring me
the can”

The coachman tonched his cap again,
and repeated his former remark. TAght
dawned on the Ameriegn.

“Oh,” sald he, “you're the coachman,
are you? Well, conchman, you go round
to the stables and have my four-in-
hand brought round at once”

The coachman saluted and walked
away. The coach and four drew up at
the door a few minutes later, The mas-
ter ciimbed In,

“Now," sald he, “drive me to that
waterlng can.”

The order was obeyed. The horses
paused a bundred yards down the
drive,

"Get down and hand me the can,
now,” ordered the master.

A moment later he was contentedly
watering the flowers. He had the ean,
the coachman's dignity had been pre-
served, and all was well,

No Book of Instruclions,

Weary Watkius—I see here in the
paper about bow to git on a trolley
car and off.

Hungry Higglus—I bet you won't see
no plece about how to git on and off
of frelght cars. That kind of thiug
comes by nature; er it don't come at
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A company has been incorporated in
California to develop the islasd of
Mindanao, P. 1.

Troops have had to be calied out in
France to preserye order among striking
leather workers.

Santos-Dumont's airship burst while
he was making a trial, and the inventor
had a narrow escape from drowning.

Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., has passed
the danger point in his sickness, The
president has returned to Washington.

Rupein expresses hersoll well pleased
at the Anglo-Japunoee alliance, but
hopes the United States is not a party
to it,

Commander Booth-Tucker, of the Bal-
vation Army, has taken the otk of al-
leginuce as a citizen of the United
States.

Lord Kitchener made a concentrated
movement of all available troops against
Dewet's forces, put the Boer leader
managed to slip through the lines,

b
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Times.
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Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., is nearly ont
of danger. F

The senate will construct & new war
tax reduction bill,

The oleomargarine bill- has been
passed by the house.

The Anglo-Japauvese allianece was the
work of Marquis Ito,

The dowager queen of Italy will make
a tour of the United States.

Bix men were killed and six fatally
injured in u battle in Kentucky.

The work of developing the Philip-
pine islands will gopsume years,

The rebel gunboat Libertador cap-
tured and sank a Colombian gunboat.

Renewed riots in Spain have resulted
in the death of a number of people and
the injory of scores.

The imperial German yacht Hohen-
zollern has arrived at New York, one
day earlier than was expected.

Northern Pacific switchmen at Mis.
sonla, Mont., are on strike.

Young Teddy Roosevelt is silghtly
better, althongh the crisis has not yet
passad,

8an Francisco chamber of commerce

favors the admission of Chinese mer-
chants. )

England and Japan have formed an
alliance for the preservation of China
and Corea.

Colombia offers the United States &
guaranteed title to & waterway for the
construction of a canal,

Governor Taft favors bringing some
native Filipinos to this conntry and ed-
ucating them.

The Marquis of Dufferin, ex-governor
genernl of Canada and ex-viceroy of
India, is dead.

Fire at Springfield, Ill., did over a
million dollars damage.

A new geyser has been found in the
Yellowstone National park.

Tait strongly opposes the importation
of Chinese to the Philippines.

More fighting is reported between the
government troops and the rebels of
Venezuela.

Sentiment for reduction of rates on
Philippine imports is gaining ground in
the senate. . .

A Detroit bank was wrecked by one
of its officiale, who is charged} with
taking $1,000,000.

The past week in the Transvaal was
the livellest, with heavy losses on both
sides, for some time.

The loss'to Paterson, N, J., is now
placed at §8,000,000, but the city is not
in need of ouside aid.

Eleven persons lost their lives ina
Bt. Louis fire.

British forcos have captured many
Boers during the past week.

Young Theodore Roosevelt, while

yvery gick, is not considered dangerous.

A farmer and wife, living noar Now
York, received a legacy of §5,000 from
a man whom, a8 a hungry wanderer,
they befriended 16 years ago.

Herbert Bicknese was sent to jail at
Fort Wayne, Ind., for contempt of
court. He persisted in calling on his
wife, who is suing for divoree.

Pater Quinn, 35, who inherited
a fortune from his father, squandered
it in high living and haa just died in
New York, a homeless wanderer.
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THEY FAVGR PANAMA.

wmm_mm.-
Interoceanic Canals

Washington, Feb, 17.~Alfred Noble,
vivil engineer and n member of the
fsthminn canal commission, was before
the senate committes on canale, Me,
Noble sald it would be necessary to
have sbwolote eontrol of the eities of
Panama and Colon in order Lo control
sanitation. He thought the eonditions
were {avorable for yellow fever duoring
most of the year on the Isthinos,
There is no yellow fever iu  Nicaragua,
as for as he know,

Mr. Noble ssid he ecopsidered the

for its ¥
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price of $40,000,000, siked by the Pan- | ¢
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the University of Oregon, and has been
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of the canals.

“Taking the whole proposition, do
you consider the Panama proposition
better than the Nicaraguna proposition?’’
asked Benator Hanna.

“1 think it is,"" promptly responded
the witness, .

Colonel Peter C. Halnes, an engineer
and member of the isthmian canal com-
misgion, said that neither the Panama
nor the Nicaragua route combines all
the advantages, oot that each presents
some good points, The Payamu route,
for instance, was shorter, while the
Nicaragua route was more desirable
from a sanitary point of wiew, Upon
the whole, he said, he favored the Pan-
ama ronte as combining more advan-
tages than any other. He thought, he
gaid, that the engineeting difficulties
could, with the building of the Bohio
dam on the Panama route, be overcome,
but he admitted that some problems
wounld resunlt in that connection which
never have besn solved.

Colonel Haines said, in reply to a
question, that if the proffer of the
Panama Canal Company to dispose of
the property to the United States for
$40,000,000 had been made before the
report of the commission recommend-
ing the Nicaragua route was made, he
then would have been in favor of adopt-
ing the Panama route.

REPLY TO SCHLEY'S APPEAL.

President Will Announce His Conclusions In
a Few Days,

Washington, Feb. 17.—0One of the
principal subjects discussed at the cab.
inet meoting today was the reply which
the president will make to the appenl

given a good deal of attention to the
matter, and it is understood that in
the course of a few days, probably by
the middle of the week, he will be
ready-to announce his conclusions.

The president ontlined hig views of
the Schley cnse by reading his first
draft of his decigion. Some modifica~
tions were made in it today, and in
view of the fact that it is subject to
further, and possibly important changes
in text, members of the cabinet back
their indisposition to discuss it by the
assertion that it is unsafe at this time
to predict what its exact effect will be,
It is a long document, and one of its
features is the clear and concise presen.
tation of the facts regarding the Banti-
ago fight as given the president by
the captaine engaged in that battle,
who recently were summoned to the
White House to confer with him, The
decigion is couched in the president's
usual vigorous tone.

Captured Thirty Bolomen,

Manila, Feb, 15.—Captain William
Swain, of the First infantry, in an en-
gagement with insurgents at Parannss,
Samar, recently eaptured 30 bolomen
and 4 riflemen. There were no Amer-
jean casnalties. The enemy’s loss is
not known. It has been learned that
two hours before the fight, Lukban, the
insurgent leader, was with the nativoa

engaged by Captain Swain’s command,

of Admiral Schley. The president has | by

in origingl packages, and imposes a tax
of 10 cents a  pound on oleomargarine
made in imitation of *‘butter of any
shade of yellow.” When not made in
such imitation, the tax is noed
one-fouth of 1 cent per pound.
second section is intended to

is

i

and hnurdinghounkmriﬁw ecolor-
ing the uncolored article, by making
any person who colors the product and
then s=ells or furnishes it to others =

act. Penalties for violation of the act
are a fine of not less than $30 nor more
than §500, and imprisonment for not
less than 30 doays or moré than six
months.

COLOMBIA WANTS A CANAL.

If the United States Does Not Build It,
Europeans May.
Monterey, Mex., Feb, 14.—~Colombia

and in all probability the future presi-
dent of Tolombia, who is among the
visiting Pan-American delegates who
are at presont the guests of this city.

General Reyes stated that he had not
fally decided, but intimated that he
would return to Colombia within the
next fow weeks and take the presi-
dency.

Japanese Will Be Driven Qut.

Florence, Colo., Feb. 14.—Fiitean
hundred white coal, miners met in mass
meeting at the Chandler mines today
to disouss the im tion of 28 Japsn-
eee by the Victor Fuel Company, to
work in the Chandler mines. It was
the sense of the meeting as exp

should be urged to leave the distriet,
and il they will not go voluntarily, that

them.

Klondike Mines Railway.

Beattle, Feb. 14.—The North Amer-
ican Trading & Transportation Com-
pany has been awarded the contract to

Klondike Mines Railway, the constroe-
tion of which from Dawson to Grand

advices from Dawson. Manager Haw-
Kins is now in this city. The

withstanding that it may be introduced |

dealers, hotel preprietors, restaurants|s

mannfacturer within the meaning of the |
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