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CHAPTER XX11—{Continned.)

That same evening 1 recelved & note,
dealring mo 1o go and see him Immedi-
ataly. Ko was looking brighter und bet-
tor than In the morning, and an odd nully
played now and then about his face as be

talked to mie, after having desired Ms,
Foster to lauve us alone ther,

“Back!" he aald, *I bave not the slight-

eat reason to doubt Olivia‘s death, except

your own opinion to the conteary, which

Is founded upon reasons of which I know
nothing,
that she may bo still alive, 1 am quite
willlog to enter lnto negotintions with
her, 1 suppose It must be through you."”

“It must," | snswered, “and it cannot
be at present, You will have to walt for
some monthe, perhaps, whilst I pursve
my search for her, [ do not know where
she I8 any more than you do.”

A vivid gleam erossed his face at these
words, but whether of inerodulity or sat-
lafnction 1 could not tell

“But suppose 1 die in the meantime?”
be objected,

“1 do wot know that I might not leave
you In your present position,” 1 sald at
last; “It may be 1 am scting from sn
over-strained wenwe of duty, Bat 17 you
wlll give we a formal deed protecting her
from yourself, 1 am wiling to sdvance
the funds pecewdary to remove you to
purer air, nud wore open quarters than
these, A deed of separation, which both
of you must algn, can be drawn ap, and
recelve your signature, There will be no
doubt ms to getting hers, when we find
her. But that may be sovme months
henee, as 1 waid, Sull 1T will run the
rlak.'""

“For her sake?' he sald, with n soeer.

“Ior her suke, aimply,” I answered; "1
will eluploy » lawyer to draw up the
deed, and as soon as you slgn It 1 will
advance the money you requive, My
treatment of your disease I shall begin
at once; that fulls under my duty ae
your doctor; but I warn you that Cresh
alr and freedom from agltation are al
most, If not positively, essential to fts
success, The sooneor you secure these
for yourself, the better your chance.”

Bome further conversation passed be-
tween us, as to the stipulations to be ln.
pisted upon, and the divislon of the year-
ly Ineomd from Olivia's property, for 1
wonld not agree to her allenating any
portion of ft. Foster wished to drive a
bard bargain, still with that odd smile ob
his face; aud It was after much discus
slon that we came to an agreement,

I bad the deed drawn up by a lawyer,
who warned me that It Foster sued for
a restitution of his rights they would
be enforced. DBut I lhoped that when
Olivia was found she would have some
evidence In her own favor, which would
deter him from earrying the case iuto
court, The deed was slgned by Foster,
and left in my charge till Olivia'y signa-
ture could be obtained.

As soon an the deed was secured, I had
my patient removed from  Belirlnger
street to some apartments in Folbhaw,
near to Dr. Benlor, whose interest in the
case was. now almost equal to my own.
Here 1 could visit hlm every day, Never
had any sufferer, under the highest and
wealthlest ranks, greater care and aclk
ence expended upon him than Richard
Foster,

The progress of his recovery was slow,
but It was sure, I felt that it would be
80 from the first. Day by day 1 watch-
ed the pallid hue of slckness upon his
face chnnging into a more patural tone.
I saw lis strength coming back by slight
but steady degrees, The malady was
forced to retreat Into its most hidden
cltadel, where it might lurk as a prisoner,
but not dwell as a destroyer, for many
years to come,

Thers was no triumph to me o this,
as there would have been had my patient
been any one else. The cure aroused
much Interest among my collengues, and
made my name more known, Bot what
was that to me? As long ns this man
lved, Olivia was doomed to a lonely and
friondless life. [ tried to look into the
future for her, and saw It streteh out
into long, dreary years. I wondered
whore she would fiad a homo. Could I
poersuade Johuuna to recelve her into her
pleasnnt dwelling, which would become
so lonely to her when COaptain Carey
had moved into Julin's house in 8t, Peter
port? That was the best plan I could
form.

OHAPTER XXIII.

Julla’s marriage arrangements wore go-
lng on speedily. There was somoething
Ironfeal to me In the chance that made
me so often the: witness of them. We
were a0 merely couslng again, that she
discussed her purchases and displayed
them before me, as if there had never
been any notion botween us of keeping
house together., Once more I nssisted
in the cholee of o wedding dross, for the
one made a year before was sald to. be
yellow and old-fashioned. But this time
Julla did not insist vpon having white
satin, A daloty tint of grey was con-
sidered more sultable. Captain Carey en
Joyed the purchase with the rapture 1
had falled to experience.

The wedding was fixed to take place
the lnst week in July, a fortnlght enrlicr
than the time proposed; It was also a
fortnight earlier than thesdate I was look.
Ing forward to mosat anxiously, when, It
ever, news would réach Tardif from
Olivia,

Dr. Benlor had ngreed with me that
Foster was suffclently advanced on the
roud to recovery to be removed from Ful-
ham to the better air of the south codst,
We roquired Mrs. Foster to write us
fully, three times a week, every varin-
tlon she might observe In his health.
After that we started them off to a quiet
village In Bussex. I breathed more free
ly when they were out of my daily sphoere
of duty.

But before they went a hint of treach:
ery reached me, which put me doubly on
my guard. One mornlng, when Jack and
I were at breakfast, Bimmous, the cabby,
was announced. He was o favorite with
Jack, who bade the servant show him In,

“Nothing amliss with your wife or the
brats, I hope?'' said Jack.

“No, . Dr, John, mno," he answered,
“there ain't anything amiss with thein,

Rut acting on the supposition

old woman? he says.
you.

ten shillings; and if it turns out of any
use to us, we'll make It five pound’
‘Yeory good,’ I says. ‘You've not got any
information to«tell us nt once? he says,
“Well, no,’ T says, ‘but I'll kéep my eye

my old woman wen't own to that,

come and glve you a hint of 6"
“Very good, Blmwona,” sald Jack,

ankad,
“To be mire,” | said.

“Well, doctors,” he continued, “the vory
lant Motday as ever wan, a lady walks
slowly along the stand, eyoing us all very

till she catchos slght of me. The Indy
comes along very slowly—sbe looks hard
At me—she nods her head, as much as to
sy, ‘You, and your eab, and your horee

I getn down, apens the door, and seos her
In quite comfortable. Bays she, ‘Dirive
me to Mosars, Beott and Brown, lu Gray's
Inn Road."

“Nol!" I'ejaculated.

“Yes, doctors,” replied Bimmons.
“*Drive me,' ahe sayn, ‘to Messrs, Beott
and Hrown, Gray'slpn Roud.' Of course
I knew the name agaln: | waa vexed
enough the last tlme [ were there, at
showing myself wo graen, [ looks hard
at her, A veory floe make of o woman,
with hair and eyes ns black as conls, and
a lmpudent look on her face somehow,
Bhe told me to wait for her In the street:
nnd directly after she goes In there comes
down the gent 1 had soen before, with a
pen behind his enr. He looks very hard
nt me, and me at him. Says he, ‘I think
I have seen your face before, my man,’
Very clvil; as civil as n orange, an folks
say. 'l think you have,’ I says, ‘Conld
you step upstairs for a minote or two?
says he, very polite; ‘I'll find a boy to
take charge of your horse.” And he slips
a arf-crown [nto my hand, quite pleas-
.n‘-.i

“8o you went In, of course?” sald aJek.

“Doetors,” he answered wolemnly, I
did go In, There's nothing to be sald
agnlust that., The lady is witting in a
orfice upstalrs, talking to another gent,
with hair and eyes like hers, as black as
coals, and the sume look of brass on his
face. All three of 'em looked a little

oxcopt belng tos many of 'em p'raps, and
But
there's sometbing In the wind as cou-
cerun Dr, Dobry, so 1 thought I'd better

“You revolloct taking my cab to Gray's
Int Road about this time last year, when
I showed up wo green, don't you?' he

hard, but taking no heed of any of *em, |

are what I'm on the lookont fors nn-l|

upon him now’ ‘Brop,’ he says, as 1
were going away; ‘they keep a carriage,
of course? ‘Of coutse,” | says; "what's
the good of a docter that Lasn't o enr-
rlage and palv?  'Do they uso it at
night? says be, ‘Not often, says I;
‘they take 3 eab; mine if i's on  the
stand.” ‘Vory good,” he says; 'good norn-
Ing, my frivnd. So | come away, and
drives back sgain to the stand,”

“And you left the lady there? 1 ask-
od, with no dotibt in my nind that it was
Mes. Fostar,

“Yen, doctor,” be answered, “tolking
awsy tike a poll-parrot with the black-
haired gent, That were lnnt Monday;
to-day's Friday, and this morning there
ecomies this bit of a bote to me at onur
house. Thut's what's brought me here
oL this thme, doctors,” o

He gavo the note into Jack's hadds;
and he, after glancing at iy, passpd it on
to we, The contents were simply these
words: “James Simmons s reguested (o
enll at Gray's Ion Hoad, at 6:80 Friday
evening,”" The bhandwrlting struck me
us one | had seen und potleed before, 1
scantod it more ¢losely for a mioute or
two; then . n glimmering of light began
1o dawn upos wy memory, Could it be?
I folt almaost eure it was, In another
minute I was persunded that it wes the
sume hund as that which had written the
letter anpouncing Olivia's death. Proba-
bly if | eculd see the penmanship of the
other partner, 1 shonld find it to be lden-
tieal with that of the medieal cortificate
which bad aceomponied the letter.

“Laave this note with me, Simmons,”
I sald, glving him balf a crown In ex-
chunge for . 1 was sa®afied now that
the pupers had been forged, but not with
Olivia's connlyance, Was Fosler him-
wolf & party to it? Or had Mrs. Foster
alone, with the aid of rhese friends or
relatives of hers, plotted and earried out
the scheme, leaviog him o ignorance and
doubt like my own?
I erossed in the mall steamer to tinern-
sey, oo 0 Mondey night, as the wedding
was to take place at an eacly hour on
Welnesday morning, In time for Captain
Carey and Julla to cateh the boat to Eng-
Innd, The ceremony was to be solemn-
feed at soven. Undir these eircumstances
there conld be po fortuul wedding break-
fast, a matter not much to be regretted,
Captain Carey and 1 were standing at
the altar of the old church gome minutes
| before the bridal processlon appeared.
| Fle looked pale, but wonnd up to a high
piteh of resolute courmge. The church
was nearly full of eager spectators, all
of whom | had known from my chilithood,
Far back, half sheltered by a pillar, 1
| saw the white bead and handsome face
| of my father, with Kate Daltrey by his
| alde, At length Julin appeared, pale like
the bridegroom, but dignified and prepos-
sessing, She did not glanee ot me; she
| evidently gave no thonght to me, That
was well, and as it should be,
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“OFF WITH HIM

under the weather. *What's your name,
my man? asked the black gent. ‘Waler,"
I says. ‘And where do you live? he
suys, taking me serfous. ‘In Queer
street,' I says, with a little wink to show
‘em 1 were up to a trick or two, They
all three larfed a littde among themselves,
but not in a pleagant sort of way, Then
the gent bogins again, ‘My good fellow,!
he snys, ‘we want you to give us a little
information that 'ud be of use tp us, and
wo are willing to pay you handsome for
it. It can't do you any harm, nor no-
body else, for it's only a matter of busi-
ness. You're not above taking ten shil-
lings for an bit of wseful Information?®
‘Not by no manner of means,” [ says,”
“Go on,” 1 sald impatiently,

“Jest so, doctors,” he eontinued, *“‘but
this time I was minding my Ms and Q's.
“You know Dr, Senlor, of Brook street?
he says. ‘The old doctor? 1 says; ‘he's
retired out of town.,! ‘No," he says, ‘nor
the young doctor neither; but there's an-
other of 'em, lsn't there? ‘Dr. DobryY
1 snys, ‘Yes,' he says, ‘he often takes
your e¢ab, my friend? ‘First one aml
then the other,' I gays, ‘somctimes Dr.
John and sometimes Dr. Dobry. Thoy're
a8 thick as brotbers, and thicker.! ‘Good
friends of yours? he says, *Well says
[, ‘they take my cab when they can have
it; but there's not much friendship, as |
soe, in that. It's the best eab and horse
on the stand, Dr. John's pretty fair,
but the other's no great favorite of wine.
‘Ah!" he says."

Simmons' face was lluminated with des
light, aud he winked sportively at us,
“It -were- all fommery, doctors,” he
sald, "I jest sce them setting a trap,
nnd 1 wanted to have a finger In it, ‘AhY
he says, ‘all we want to know, but we do
want to know that very particular, is
where you drive Dr. Dobry to the oftens
eat. He's going to borrow money from
us, and we'd like to find out something
about his habits, You know whoere he
goes In your cab' ‘Of course I do, 1
says; ‘I drove him and Dr, John here
nigh n twelvemonth ago. The otheg gent
took my number down, and knew where
to look for me when you wanted me,'
‘You're a clever fellow,” he says. ‘So my
old womun thinks,' I says. ‘And you'd
be glad to earn a little more for your
“Try me," I says.
“Well, then,’ says he, ‘here’s. n offer for
If you'll bring ue word where he
spends his spare tlme, we'll give you

out of the house,

that scoundrel hias hunted hes out in Nor-
mandy. Read that; Jack.

TO THE CARRIAGE.™

Yet there was a pang In it—reason as
I would, there was a pang in it for me.
I should have liked her to glance once at
me, with a troubled and dimmed eye, 1
should have liked a shade upon her tuce,
a8 [ wrote my name below hers in the
register, But there was nothing of the
kind, 8he gave me the kiss, which 1
demanded as her cousin Martiy, with-
ot embarrassment, and afrer that she
put her hand agaln upon the bridegroom's
arm and marched off with him to the car-
riage.

A whole host of us accompanied  the
bridal pair to the pier, and saw them
start off on thelr wedding trip, with o
pyramid of bonguets before them on the
doek of the steamer, We ran round to
the lighthouse, and waved out hats and
handkerchiefs as long as they were in
sight, That duty dong, the rest of the
dny wos enr own,

It was nlmust midnight the next day
when 1 reached Brook street, where 1
found Jock expecting my return, A lot-
ter was waulting for me, directed in queer,
crubbed handwriting, and posted in Jers
#ey o week before,

It had been so long on the road in con-
gequence of the bad penmanship of the
adiress, 1 opeped it carelessly ss © an-
swered Juek's fiest inguiried; but the in-
staut T saw the signature 1 held up my
hand to sllence him, It was from Tar-
dif. This is a translation: :

“Dear Doctor and Friend—This day 1
rocelved a lettor from mam'salles-quite n
little letter with only a ‘few lines in it
Bhe suys, ‘Come to be. My husband has
tound me; he fshere. 1 huve no friends
but you and one other, and I'tannot gend
for him. You said you would coite ts me
whenever [ wanted you. 1 have not time'}
to write more, 1 am In-a little village
called Ville-en-bois;, between Granville
and Nofrean. Come to the house of the
care; [ nm thero.!

“Behold, T am gone, denr monsicur, 1
write this in my boat, for we are.ocrossing
to Jersey to cateh the steambont to Grans
ville. To-morrow evening I shall be in
Ville-en-bols, Wil you learn the law of
Fraoce about this affair? They say the
code binds 0 woman to follow het hus-
band wherever he goes. At London you
can learn anything. Believe ma, I will
protect mam'zelle, or I should say mad-
ame, at the loss of wmy life. Your de
voted TARDIF"

“1 must go!” I exclaimed, about to rush

“Where?' cried Jack.
“Po Olivia,” 1 answered: “that villaln.

birthplace of Virgil, and set to work to
erect a monument Lo s great poet. The
sum of $20,000 has been ralsed and
artists are called on to sénd in plans
in competition,

remeteries, and ten which are owned

“Btay™ ho
whntover of
us think for a

Bat at that mos
the bell rung )
both ran into the B
Junt opened the &
clerk wtood on th
gram, which he
It was dirccted 20

1:
Y tlnte ns Lhis
ifotin,

the Lotise,
The servant ha

g kito bis hawds

{To be continued.)
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WASPS BENEFIT THE FIGS.

o S —
——

Euccessful Cultivation,

the Swyrna g of comweree in Cell
forula bas been crowned with success

esting.

Minor,

colnnerce,

C. Rogding of Fresnoe.

matare It; the figs were
and withered and dropped.

s in the capri, or wild fig.

but the blastophaga did not acecoapasy
It.

towed, but it thrived pnly for a season
on the caprl fig and then disappeared.
It was assumed that It could not sur-
vive our winters. Last year the De-
partment of Agriculture took the mat-
ter in hand, A fresh consignment was
Imported and its eure Intrusted to Mr.
Roading.

irst eapri cot, entered the second,
emerged agnln, and then took posses-
slon of the Bmyrna fig trees, the fruit
on which was ready for fertilization.
Mr., Roeding reports that this experi-
urent has been perfectly successful, A
ton of the froit has been picked from
his trees and the entire erop will yleld
five or six tons more, Mr. Roeding be-
Heves that the blasfoplaga has come
to stay and he expects that California
will be enrichied soon with another in-
dustry.

Rogues of Wall Sireet.
The rogues of Wall strect flourish.
They arve thleving brokers, prowoters
of mining schemes and disreputable
speculators. Sald.a tileving broker on
ong occasion: “If the Postottice Depart-
ment would let me alone I would have
to hilre a cart to carry down my money-
laden mwail. Al you have to do is to
appeal to the cupldity of the public.
Promise ¢ per cent dividends on a frst-
class security and yom can't do busi
ness; but promise 54 per cent on a fake
and you ecan get rleh” Iunvestigation
proved this statement to be true. He
Is of the same class as the tipster fravd
who advertises that he knows exactly
which stocks will. atdvance and those
that are going to decline.
For 5 a week e Wil tell yon pre
cisely how to make a fortune. IHe nd-
vertises In strange ways, using a ridic
ulons code. For exsmple: “Hit Kan
garoo for a jump of 20 points,” ete,
This Interpreted means huy a cerfain
stock for an advance of ‘820 a share.
Such men are swindlera, Quite as con-
temptible as the man with a fake gold,
silver, zine, copper or ‘oll mining
seheme. He first buys a mining pros-
spect for say $2,500 amd then organizes
a $500,000 or £1.000,000 company under
the laws of New Jorsey or West Vir
ginla for say $2.000 mare.' The shares
have an alleged par value of $1 each,
but Le offéers them for 37c each from
an elnborately furnighed office where
he poses as the fiscal agent. The
rogue, who selects the broker as his
victim Is more plentiful than the brok-
ers are willlng to eonfess.—World's
Wark.

Tulkinghorn's House to Disappear.
Yet  another famons house has to
make way for street improvements. It
is the mansion In Lincoln's-lnn-fields
adjolning BSardinla  street, and was
built from the designs of Inigo Jones
for the Earl of, Lindaeg, The right-
hanl room on the frst. floor of the
house was ¢hosen by Dickens for the
soene of the assassivation of Mr, Tulk-
inghorn. 8ir Lelcester Dedlock’s law.
yer, In “Bleak House." -Already, hpw-
evor, the painted celling, with the Ro-
man soldier polnting his truncheon to
{he body of the dead solicitor, has dis-
appeared under a coat of whitawash,
wickedly applled a few years ago—
London Globe.

: His Words Toddarsed.

It was the worst domestic storm they
had ever encounterad, s
“You don't deserve, oyen banging,”
he saidl as he left the honse. _
“1 deserve it hetter than-you do™ she
gont after him as a parting shot.—Phil-
adelphin Thnes,

A Monument for Viegil,
Mantua, after nearly twenty cen-
turles, has remembered that It 1s the

Loudon's Cemoteries.
London” has twenty-ohe  municipsl

Let me go

"

by private compaules.

1
e Is no chance |
Let |

furious peal of
We |

J a telegraph |
with a tele

tore it open,

“From Jean G litnnville, to D,
Dobires, Brook " Boudon” 1 did
not know any Jean jbt of Granviile;
it was the nwme of Mbger o me. A
messnge wis raeath in Nor-
man patols, b Fpelt and garbled
in ite trassmesion 1 pould not make
out the sense of | e ouly words I

was sure ab f k' zelle,” *Fon-

ST AW dif,” and agonte.” Who

was on the point of death [ could wot tell']"

losects Are Necomsary to the Fruit's

The long-contlnued effort to produce

The Wistory of the experimeut is Inter-
It bogan over (wenty years ago
with importation of cuttings from Asin
Figs have been produced from
these and other lmported cuttings, but
they were not the famous white fig of
The craedit of producing
the latter In Californin belongs to Geo,
Until this sum-
mer every true Smyma g tree planted
in Callforula which bore fruit falled to
unfertilized
It was
finally discovered that the fertilization
of this fig depended upon the service
of the blastophinga wasp, whose habitat
The lutter
was lmported and trived amazingly,

S8pecial Importations of the wasp ful-

Last April the young lnsect
colony emerged in full force from the

1

ELLEN STONE, THE

was of the party, was taken along as a

25,000 pounds Turkish (equivalent to

took the matter in charge and has sin
release, but thus far without success.
ance at least, been seconded by the
According to late accounts he has

of which time it would be withdrawn.

well treatled and are in good health,
danger,

NEW WARSHIPS.

Extensive Recommendations by Naval Board
of Construction.

Washigton, Dee. 2.— The naval
hoard of construction has completed
the recommendstions called for by
congress relative to the two new battle
ghips and two armored cruisers, and
also covering many technical ques-
tions which have arisen as to naval
architecture, armor, batteries, tur-
rets, etc. The recommendations as
to battle ships call for two ships of
16,000 tons each, and two armored
eruisers of 14,500 tons each. The
battle ships are to be heavily ar-
mored, and carry the following bat-
teries:  Four, 12 inch guns in two
turrets forward and aft, 8 8 inch guns
in four separate burrets, 127 inch
guns, 20 10 pounders and a large
number of auxiliary machine guns.
The armored ecruisers are to have
an armament making them in effect
battle ships as follows: Four 10 inch
gung, with two turrets forward and
aft; 16 7 inoh guns, 20 14 pounders
and the usual complemens of small
gung in the secondary  battery.
Neither the battle ships not craisers
have superpoised turrots, Torpedo
fubes also are entirely eliminated
from these plans, and the recom-
mendations of the. bosrd favor an
abandonment of torpedoes on heavy
armored ships, leaving the torpedo
warfare to be carried on by torpedo
boats and the smiller cruisers. Reo-
ommendations are made against the
sheathing of ships and upon other
technical questions.

Transport Overdue,

Washington, Dee. 2.—The trans-
port Buford, en route from the Philip-
pines to New York, with two bat-
talions of the Twenty-third infantry,
is several days overdue. No appre-
hension is felt at the war department,
however, as the severe northwest
gales which have prevailed for some
days past 'over the North Atlantic
naturally would retard her progress,

What It Cost China.

Berlin, Deo. 2.—The estimates fur
Germany’s expenditure in China for
the year 1002 are 39,500,000 marks,
s against 12,500,000 marks expended
in China in 1901, The pensions for
widows and orphans resulting from
the the China expedition amount to
491,000 marks annually,

|

Russia Honors Ito,

Bt Petérsburg, Dec. 2.—The czar
granted an audience to the Marquis
Ito, -the ,Japanese statesman, this
afternoon, and later Count Lamsdorf¥,
the Russian minister of foreign &f-
lairs, gave & gala dinner in honor of
the visitor. An effective entente
‘between Russia and Japan is regarded
4s the probable outcome of the andi-
ence; ulthough it is not anticipated
that pérmdnent or binding obliga-
tions will be undertaken by either
government,

The New York Fire.

New York, Dee. 2.—The fire which
started yesterday afterncon in the
lumber yards of William E. Uptegrave
& Bros., at the *foot of East Tenth
and Eleventh street, burned last
night, and this morning the firemen
were still fighting the flames in differ-
ent parts of the large yards. The
fire on the Standard Oil property,
however, was extinguished late i

in
the night, The loss was estimated

Early in September Iast Miss Ellen M. Stone, an American missionary
in Turkey, while riding with & party of 10 or 12, between Bansko and
was captured by a.party of brigands, some 40 in number, Mme, Tsilka, who
They were

carried to the mountains where they still remain in captivity. A ransom of

Stone’s release, giving them six days in which to sccept the offer, st the end
that she and her companion are closely guarded, but that they have been

STOLEN MISSIONARY.

companion for Miss Stone.

practically $100,000) was

payable at Samokov within 18 days, Miss Stone’s death being the penalty
named for failure to receive that amount.
country, but the full sum demanded was not raised. The time limit has been
twice extended. Mr. Dickinson, U, 8. consul st Constanti

ce worked assiduously for
His efforts have, to outward appear-
Turkish and Bul n ments.
offered the brigands $12,000 for Miss

iss Btone's

Letters from Miss Stone indicate
It i# not believed she is in serious

RURAL DELIVERY A SUCCESS.

Report of Assistant Postmaster General on
the Subject
Washington, Nov, 20,—First Assist-

sulted in the free delivery service be-
coming self sustaining, Of the gross
postal revenues of the United States
for the past fiscal year, $74,295 394
came from 866 free delivery ecities.
The remaining 3,600 presidential
offices yielded §16,063,252, while the
72,479 fourth class pro-
duced §18,913,619. Mr. Johnson says
that the fact that the postal service
in the largest cities is practically per-
fect is the explanation of why the
annual per centage of increases in the
revenue of the free delivery postoffices
should be three times as large as that
of the fourth class offices. As rural
free delivery reaches out into the

country, giving equal facilities with-
out regard to locality, he says, it in-

equal to that maintained in the free
delivery cities, where, during the past
five years, it has averaged 8 cent.

At the end of the present ﬁ.! year
8,600 rural routes will be in sucoessful
operation, 6,000 being in effest by
December 2. The latter figure
sents just 50 per cent of the am
tions for such service filed sinee its
inauguration five years ago. The in-
flexible policy is announced of here-
after avoiding the maintenance of un-
necessary postoffices and superfluous
star routes contemporaneously with
rural free delivery routes. On July 1
last the force of 4,301 rural carriers
was serving 2,840,644 people at a
fraction of over 76 cents per capita,
and on December 2 next 4,000,000 of
the rural population will be enjoying
free delivery. Every establishment
of a route, the report says, is followed
promptly by a steady inoréase ‘in the
volume of mail both delivered and
collected. L
The city free delivery sérvice now
embraces 866 cities and towns, in-
cluding four in the new- insular pos-
sessions, all these employing an
army of 16,389 uniformed earriers,
who.collect and carry the mails two
or more times each working day to
32,000,000 patrons. The total cost to
the department per- annum for this
service is 50 cents per eapita.

" Pan-American Congress.

City of Mexico, Nov, 20.—The com-
mittees of the Pan-American confer-
ence are rapidly completing their
work, with the exception of the arbi-
tration committee and the committee
on commerce and reciprocity. The
latter is withholding sction until it
learny the stand«which President
Roosevelt will take on the subject of
reciprocity in his forthcoming mes-
sage to congress, The committee on
future Pan-American  conferences
will recommend;the holding of a con-
ference every five years,

Opening of Charleston Exposition.
Washington, Nov. 20.—Arrange-
ments have been made for the open-
inﬁ of the South Carolina Interstate
and West Indian exposition by the
president next W, sday, At the
uiong h‘:jr Ithc address by Senator Depew
2 eston, messages of greetin
will pass between the ident an
managers of the ition, and at
2:30 o'clock the president will press

today at $750,000,

the butbon which will set the machin-
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There is danger of a serious water
famine at Hong Kong,

The Illinois fund for the McKinley
memorial amounts to $6,5432.

Ki Edward ignores the anti-
Brlti:flgihﬁoninﬂmny.
Twenty-six men were killed by a
boiler explosion at Detroit, Mich,
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Frank Munsey purchased s

controlling interest in the New York

Daily News. .

h'l'he m%ip Missouri will be
unched at ewport News, Saturday,

December 28.

The switchmen's strike at Pilts-

::3 was a failure. Only one mil-

was seriously affected.

Queen Wilhelmina has recovered

from her recent illness, and will be

able to go out in & few days.

of New Jemsey, will be reorganized

with a eapital of $2,500,000.

Kitchener has sgain ied for a

numberolahﬁoﬂiou!ﬂ India to

be sent forthwith to South A frica.

Btrike of railroad switchmen is
ordered at Pittsburg.

Shakir Pasha has been
governor of Bourati, Asia Minor.
Marquis Ito, the Japanese states-
man, has arrived at St. Petersburg.
Willism Gwin, for 30 years chief
p:::zgar to the secretary of state,
i s \

Home Rule Republican of
Hawsii wants Chinese mlt.gnﬂ l!n
re-enacted.

Three masked ‘men entered a gamb-
ling resort at Chickasaw, I. T., and
carried off $700.

Half a million people in the Yang-
tse valley, China, will starve unless
they reoeive aid. '

The monetary loss from the recent
gale on the Atlantic is greater than
at first supposed. it

Traffic on the Panama milway was
stopped, but marines from the Jowa
soon re-established it.

North Wéymouth, Mass., was visit-
ed by a disastrous fire which will
throw many men cut of employment
for a time,

Johnston, Miss,, has been practi-
cally destroyed by fire. Fourteen
stores and six residences were burned.

Losa, §75,000.

According to a dispateh to the
London &mdud.knm Odessa, 130 -
persons  perished recent earth- -

Secretary Hay has just »
from an unknown 0 Lhnﬁ
the eollector of customs at New ¥ -
a ¢onscience contribution of $18,668.
Americans captured a rebel eamp’

in Bohol island. ]
Sousa’s band is playing to overflow-
ing audiences in London.

Fire destroyed the Crawfordsville,
Ind,, wire and nail plant, Loss,
$150,000.
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ery of the exposition in motion.




