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aland Posaaaaton tha Subject of Ra-
bat la tho Senate.

Washington, Mty 26. The duty of
the United States towards its "island
possessions" was the subject oi heated
discussion in the senate again today.
Soon after the senate convened, Bacon
began an extended reply to the speech
of Piatt, delivered yesterday. Hit
iipeech wit largely supplemental to that
which be delivered several days ago,
demanding an investigation of Cuban
affairs. His resolution, to which there
is little or no oposition, under the rule
went to tho committee on contingent
expenses. -..;

The remainder of the afternoon wat
occupied by Spooner in concluding hit
speech on the Philippine question.
The debate wbich he aroused took a
turn decidedly political. He charged
the with
creating an issue which waa not legiti-
mate. Many of hit itatemente were
controverted by Allen and Pettigrew,
and tha controversy at timet became
almost personal.

Washington, . May 26. The house
practically devoted eight hours today
to the consideration oi the Alaska civil
government bill, but progress waa slow.
Two amendments of -- importance were
adopted. One of them authorized the
secretary of war to issue permits to ex-

cavate or dredge for gold below low-wat- er

mark on the beach at Cape
Nome. The secretary has heretofore
issued permits, but the bill as it passed
the senate cancelled them.' The bouse
also struck out the chapter relating to
arrest and bail, wbich permitted ar-

rest in certain civil action. The con-

ference report on the Indian appropria-
tion bill wa adopted.

RUSSIA PLOTTING IN CO RE A.

foments Rebellion la Order to Gala a
Foothold Thorw.

Victoria, B. C, May 26. The
Northern Pacific liner Glenogle reached
here yesterday morning, having defeat-
ed the Victoria, of the same line, in a
race across the Pacific She brings
new that Russia it continuing her ag-

gression in Cores, and reports publish-
ed in the Hong Kong press state that
during the maneuvers a Russian .war-
ship fired a shot at a Japanese ship.

A serious rebellion ha broken out
in Cores, for which Russian agents are
held responsible. It is believed in the
Orient that Russia will offer troops to
repel the rebels, and, once getting a
foothold in the country, will remain
there. Announcement ia made that
Russia and Corea have entered into a
secret treaty. Russia haa met with
armed opposition in Lioyang peninsula,
near Monk en, having seven men
wounded by native.

Chinese rebel in South China are
arming several vessels with arms and
ammunition for them having been
seised.

The United States government steam
sr Antipole, wrecked on the northern
end of Luton, hat been raised.

Aak tot aa I nj nasties,.
San Francisco, May 36. The only

development in the plague situation to
day was an application mad in the
United States court by the Chinese for
a temporary injunction to restrain the
San Francisco board of health and Dr.
Kenyoun, the lederal quarantine officer.
from interfering with tha oommeroe
and comfort of the Chinese quarter by
establishing a quaratino on the pretext
that the bubonio plague exlsta in tbis
city. Judge Morrow said that he did
not Ilka to issue a restraining order in
to important a matter without giving
the other side-- a hearing. For that
reason he refued to grant a restraining
order, but granted, instead, an order
to show cause why an injunction should
not be issued. The order to show cause
1 returnable at 11 A. M. tomorrow.

Chinee Protect.
Washington, May 26. The Chinese

minister ha received numerous tele-

grams from Chinese residents of San
t rancioso, asking bim to have revoked
the order that they shall be inoculated
with the anti-plagu- e serum. The situ-
ation in San Francisco ia very grave,
as the Chinese have a great fear of tbit
treatment, and serious trouble mav
ensue if it u oontinued. The minister
commented upon the fact that the
whites are not being treated, and ex
pressed the opinion that thia waa not
fair.

I a Oormaa Samoa.
Berlin, May 26, The disquieting

newt from Samoa, through English
channels ia discredited here. The
Berlinger Tageblatt, commenting npon
it, says: "This is merely additional
evidence that the English continue in-

triguing in Samoa." The Lokal An
teiger print correspondence - from
Samoa, describing the situation there as
"satisfactory."

Riot la Praaala.
. Tierlln, May 26. Riots have 00

eurred repeatedly within the last few

days at Stolb, in the province of Pom
erania, Prussia. Cavalry wat sum
moned and attacked the crowd, and a
score of person were injured.

Charted With Kinbaealemeat.
Carbondale. 111.. Mav 2B. W. T.

Wykes, of this city, wat arrested late
last nlxht in St. Louis, chareed with
the embetalement of $5,000 from the
firm of Whitney & Co., of San Fran
clsoo.

Boor Envoys Entertained.
Washington, May 26. Representa

tive William Alden Smith, of Micbi
gan, gave a dinner tonight at the Hotel
Gordon to the Boer commissioners.
Several members of congress were pres-
ent. Webster Davis, in a speech at
the end of the dinner, expressed in a
most emphatio way .his views, declar-
ing that the whole people of the
United States believe in the cause of
liberty wbich wat represented by the
auosts.

All the BrltUh armlet are converging
tn Johannesberg, and a big battle 1

Imminent.
Dick Croker ityt he believe Bryan

wtll beat McKInley. JU doet not con
ider Dewey "in it."
Thetteamert Geo. W. Elder and

Noma City sailed from Portland (or
Cape Nome with 760 passenger and
large quantities of freight.

Thtaecrettry of war .baa awarded
the contract for tba construction of a
breakwater at Han Pedro, Cal., to the
California Construction Company, at
It bid of $2,376,000.

Arthur Rehan, brother of Mitt Adt
Rohan and Mr. Dllver Dond Byron,
died In Brooklyn, aged 88 years. Hi
bad managed many of Autuvtia Daly'i
theatrical road oompaniet.

Timothy D. Blackatona, formerly
president of tha Chicago Alton rail-
road, and one of the oldest and most
prominent railroad ofHoera in Chicago,
died suddenly at hit residence in that
olty. .f.-- f ;.. v.

Captain Page McCarthy, one of th
principal in the famous McCarthy-Mordec- i

duel, it dead, tha result of
long illneta. The duel, which too
pltce tt Richmond, Ya in tba tprins
of 1678, wat one of the most cele mated
tinct tha civil war.

General Wade, who wat directed to

ptoceed to the Northern Cheyenne In-

dian agency, at Tongue river, Mont.,
aud investigate tha report that tba In-

diana bad tha "Messiah",, crate, and
intended to rise against tba whites,
baa telegraphed tha adjutant-gener-

that be could And no reason to antloi-l- t

trouble. He aay the Indiana are
in bad condition, but peaceable and
well dispoted. J ;

Committioner Hermann, of the gen-
eral land office, ha iued an order

superintendent of forest re-

serve throughout the West to plant
suitable sapling and tree where por-
tion of the forest have been destroyed
by fire. He it also making arrange-men- u

for the establishment of a tele-

phone system, which 1 to connect all
the forest atatlont ta certain district
so that in the future in case of a Art
help may be summoned immediately.
' Collector of Internal Revenue Lynob
is making preparationa to establish an
oflloe in Honolulu, the Hawaiian
island having been added to the Dis-

trict of California. Tlie internal reve-
nue law go into effect in Hawaii en
June 14. All deputies at the Honolulu
oflloe will be telected from citien of
Hawaii. The atockt of beer, wine,
liquor, opium, cigar and tobacco now
in the islands will be inspected and in-

ventoried. A.'ter Jnue 14 good from
the United State most be atamped be-

fore being tent to the itlanda
Eight hundred Boer surrendered at

Vrybnrg, north of Kituberley.

Plague in Honolulu hat been effect-

ually (tamped out, not recording a
ingle caae in 46 daya.

Recent injunction decision! have
stirred up the labor union, and tbey
urge concerted action.

The auditor of the war department
flndg it a big task to stralehten out the
Cuban and Puerto Rican finanoea,

Twenty-tw- o miner, 10 white and IS

Negroea, lost their Uvea in an explo-
sion in a coal mint near Raleigh N. p.

At Pueblo, Col., a negro fiend who
had ravished and murdered two girla in
an orphan home, waa lynched by a
mob..

Grand Chief Arthur, of the Brother-
hood of Locomotive Engineer, wa re-

elected at the convention at Milwaukee,
Wis.

Gsnoral Warren occupied Douglas
after heavy fighting and without aus-taiul-

any loss. The Boers have re-

treated to the north.
The will of the late Benjamin II,

Howell, the lunar merchant, of - New
York, dispones of an estate valued at
$1,600,000, and glvet $16,000 to Brook'
lyn charities.

The Methodist general conference at
Chicago, after considerable discussion,
voted to abolish the time limit on pas-
torate . The result of the vote wat re-

ceived with great applause.
AnotlTer note regarding the Ameri-

can indemnity claim hat been handed
to the sultan's envoy, Teroflk Pasha.
It is couched in mora precise terms, in-

sisting on prompt settlement.
Considerable California capital haa

been invested in an extensive mining
enterprise in Siberia and Manchuria.
Concessions for Urge tractt of land
have been obtained from the Russian
tnd Chinese governments, aud the work
of development will toon begin.

At the Kansas Democratic conven-

tion, at Wichita, to elect delegates to
the national convention, in bit opening
prayer, Rev. Dnbber set the delegates
Wild by the praying of tha nomination
and triumphant eleotion of Bryan.
The applause lasted several minutes.

, The water of a large lake near the
town of Zapotalan, Mexico, disap-
peared in a great Assort in the earth,
produced by an earthquake. The bed
of the former lake it now dry, and the
fissure can be plainly teen. It it over
three miles long and from one to three
feet wide. A tidal wave which swept
iu from the oceau after the shock did
little damage.

Nearly 8,000 Spanish prisoner (till
are held by the Filipino.

The postofllce department ha ap-

pointed over 70 postmaster for Puerto
Kico. ,

In the Klondike egg art now selling
at $130 a case and beef at $1.60 a
pound. J"-

-

William D. Hall, a St. Loui ttraet
oar conduotovia in aotiva servioe, al.
though ha haa just pasted hit 80th
birthday.

Daela Ram taya the "Boaore" Moat He
tupproeaed.

Washington, May 28. The United
States government has taken a band in
the suppression of the "Boxers" in
China. Minister Conger has been in
structed by tbe state department to in-
form tbe Chinese government that the
United States government expects it to
stamp out promptly and thoroughly
this society, and to provide proper guar
antees for the maintenance of peace and
order, and the protection of the life
and property of Americana in China,
all now threatened by the operations
of the "Boxers." There it no indica-
tion in the instructions a to the course
that will be pursued by the United
States in case the Chinese government
fail to observe the warning conveyed
in this communication. Mr. Conger is
acting on parallel lines with the repre-
sentatives of every European power at
tbe Chinese court, but hat not joined
in any concert of action.

STRIKE SYMPATHIZERS.

Caaaod Another Blot la St. Louie At-

tempt to Blow Up a Car.
St Louis, May ol

the striking street car men were again
tbe medium of a riotous demonstration
today, and as a result another name wa
added to the long list of wounded.
Thi afternoon, as a car on tbe Jefferson
avenue line, running south, approached
Sullivan avenue, it wa attacked by a
crowd of men and boy. Several shot
were fired at the car. The policemen
on the car returned the fire, and in all
about 100 shots were exchanged. Peter
Wells, a patrolman, who was riding on
the front platform, was hit in the left
arm pit, the bullet producing an ugly
wound. It is not known who fired the
shot, at the crowd scattered aa goon as
the men on the car drew their revolv-
ers. It was rumored that two men in
crowd were shot, bnt they could not be
found by the police.

The differences existing between the
management of the St. Loulis &
Suberban Railway Company and the
union men in its employ were satis-

factorily adjusted this afternoon and all
danger of another strike haa been avert-
ed, at least (or the present.

Twenty-tw- o miles of the Tran sit
Company were in operation today, but
few cars were running.

At 6 A. M. an attempt was made by
somebody unknown to blow np a car
on the Spaulding avenue line of the
Transit Company. The wneela of the
first car struck something that explod-
ed with a load noise, and lifted the car
two or three feet into the air.

ON AGUINALDO'S TRAIL.

Marsh Punning tho Babel leader la
Northern l,aon. ,

Manila, May 38. Major Marsh,
with a battalion of the Thirty-thir- d in-

fantry, and Colonel Hare, with another
part of tbe regiment, while scouring
the country northeast of Bangued, re-

port they struck the trail of a party ol
Filipinos traveling in the mountains
and believe tbey are escorting Aguin-ald- o.

Major Marsh ia continuing pur-
suit across an exceedingly diffioult
country, beyond telegraph line.

Sergeant Barry and four privates of
company B. Twenty-sevent- h regiment,
nave rescued the daughter of the presi-- .
dent of San Mateo from tome Lad rones,
who had abducted her. Afterward 12
Ladrono ambushed them, killing the
sergeant. Three privates stood off the
band until reinforced. Seven Ladronet
were killed. -

Lieutenant Elliott, of the cruiser
New Orleans, died recently at Cavite
ofappoplexy, resulting from a e.

,

Looted the Charleston.
Seattle, May 28. During the last

voyage of the Churraca from Aparri,
according to the Manila Freedom, the
steamer touched at tbe island when
tbe Charleston waa wrecked, for the
purpose of taking on a number of
beeves. Several American civilians
were passengers on the ship and they
seized an opportunty to go ashore.
Ruins of a house larger and more dura-
ble than the cottages of the natives at-

tracted their attention. While passing
through the place they stumbled across
the searchlight of tbe cruiser Charles-
ton and numerous other articles, in-

cluding a spleudid case of surgical in-

struments, the property of the Charles-
ton's medical officer. No arms were
found among the loot, and the supposi-
tion ia that if any of them fell into tbe
hands of natives they were taken aoross
the mainland when the rebels might
use them.

Dlaortler In lalo of Jersey.
London, May 28. Serious trouble is

threatening between the British and
French residents of St. Hellers, Island
of Jersey, owing to the pro-Bo- er atti-
tude of the latter. There have been
several collisions, and tbis morning
troops were forced to charge with fixed
bayonets to prevent the demonstrators
from invading the French quarter.
Thirty arrests were made. The French
consul has reported the situation to the
British foreign office, with the result
that the latter has wired to tbe gov-

ernor, Lienteuant-Genera- l Sir Edward
Hopton, holding bim personally re-

sponsible for the maintenance of order.

Germany will bring China to time,
the empress dowsger having violated
her promise never again to allow notor-
ious Li I'ing Hang, enemy of Europe,
to hold an office.

Suicide of a Priest..
Niagara Falls, N. Y., May 28. An

unknown priest, supposedly from New
York city, committed suicide tonight
at Whirlpool rapids. He descended
the elevator, and, after having hia pic-tu- n

taken, walked out on a rook, threw
his bat and cane back of bim, and,
waving hi right hand dramatically,
shouted "Uood-bye,- " and loaned into
tbe rushing waters. Ha Ordered tha
pictures tent to M. J. O'Donnell, New
Yoik, who it said to be pastor of St.
Andrew's church, ,

Even the Air in California
Fulloflt

DISTRICT IS SOUTHERN PART

Petroleum Waa Dleeovered tlx Tear
' Ago-ti-ne That Time TOO WU

Hva Shi Bunk,

The air in Californiaat well at the
ground, it full of oil. It it on the
street, in the bank, in the office every,
where. Valuable space in the local

papert is daily filled with lurid de-

scription! of the fortunes that await in-

vestor in tharea of oil ttcck, and, in-

deed, remote must be the district and
illiterate the domestic to whom the
dazzling pictures of fortunes in oil in-

vestment are not as familiar a a twice-tol- d

tale. An oil exchange hat been
formed in Lot Angeles, occupying a
tore room on the principal street,

where for an hour a day tho interested
meet and advance or depress oil shares.
Hundreds ol derricks tre being estab-
lished beyond the original oil limits,
and dty tnd night the pumps are

pumping oil. For rugged,
precipitous hills, that a few months
tgo were worth only a few hundred
dollars, certified checks for a hundred
thousand are now refused and property
it leased tt fabulont prices.

This condition is not oou fined to Lot
Angelet; from San Diego come reports
of increasing oil finding. "

Six year ago an enterprising Individ-
ual bored an oil well in Lot Angeles;
since that time 700 wells, each costing
$3,000, have been sunk. While some
of these have become exhausted, a
great many are atill running, and new
wells are being dug at the rapid rata
of at least lOO a month. A procession
of tanks it ever on the move from the
oil district to the various city msnu-factorie- s;

electric light machinery
work 1 and railway shops carry tbis val-

uable fuel, $H barrels of which ia
equal to one ton of soft coal. The
bate of California oil it tspbaltum, its
average gravity it about 15 degrees, it
it a thick, black oil, and one of the
best fuels yet discovered. Itt by-pr- o

duct enter into the lubricating oil, the
painters, printers tnd other trades, and
the asphaltum, after the oil haa been
extracted, can be used for street pav
ing; indeed, the ancient Mexican who
inhabited these regions a hundred
years ago used it for roofing. '

There is no surety as to the cost ef
linking an oil well; a safe average may
be stated at $2,000. Going through
toft sandstone, the borer has a compar-
atively easy task,, unless ha drop a
tool or break his tubing, when the cost
rnay be much increased. At first the
product sold for $3 a barrel of 42 gal-ion- s,

but went down to 85 cents, at
which period tha railroad companies
altered their engines to burn oil, for
oil at that figure resulted in vast econ-

omy to them. After the englnea were
changed to burn oil up went the price,
to that coal after all proved in tome
oases the cheaper fuel. The price it
not likely to go over $1.25, and may.
in consequence of the recent discoveries
of new fields of almost unlimited ex-

tent, go down to a nominal figure
agein. Large storage tanks are bnilt
in Lot Angelet, containing upwards of
600,000 bar-el-s of oil.. The average
daily product in Los Angelet is about
6,000 barrels; nearly $2,000,000 per
annum, therefore, it flowing into Los
Angeles county today from the sale of
oil alone, and about an eighth of that
it paid to the workers tt the pumps
and hauler of the portable tanks. A
vast force ia engaged in the manufac-
ture of machinery for the oil wells,
and, in quoting these statistics in refer-
ence to widespread benefits of the oil
industry, tome odd thousand street oil
brokers and dealers in oil company
shares must not be forgotten, for these
people subsist, temporarily at loast,
upon the indirect oil output. One of
the most interesting oil fields it that of
Summerland, in Santa Barbara county,
where wells have been dug out in the
ocean below high tide, and wharves
are run out from the shore upon which
the pumping machinery it placed.

When we consider the fact that the
export oil trade of the United States is
decreasing; that the total shipments of
1898 were 80,000,000 barrels less than
those of 1897, the discoveries of new
oil fields and the attending excitement
in California will be gratifying. It
opent up a prospect tor the Asiatic
trade that tliiB country wilt undoubted-
ly take advantage of; the Russian and
Bornean oil will have a cometitor in
California; freights to the Oi lent from
San Francisco will be considerably

J lest thtn from Philadelphia. Mining
ana Bcientino
' Portland, May 27. E. B. Cowan
tells .the Oregonian that people need
have no fears about the Baker county
mines, as the district haa made better
returns for the amount so far invented
than any mining region in the Uuited
States. Mr. Cowan spoke 01 a
plant that neta its owners $20,000 a
month. In addition to the minut tin t
are being regularly worked, a vast
amount of prospeoting and developing
it going on. In all respects the min-

ing future of Eastern Oregon it much
better than Nome, Mr. Cowan thinks.

On a farm in West Virginia there it
an apple troe which ia eight feet five
Inches around. In 1880, 85 bushels
of applet were gathered from it, and
told at the apple house for $00. The
tree ia 76 yean old and still bearing.

A newtboy in North London, Tnd.,
waa sentenced to a week in jail for cry-

ing false new on the streets. ' What
would become pf the newsboys of Chi
cago and New York should such a rult

I prevail in mote cruet.

Epitome cf the Telegraphic
News of the World.

TRURK TICKS FROM THK WIRK8

An Intviwatlna; Cllrrtli,n i.f Itnma rrom
th T llinliliai--a Proaantwl

lit a C'onilaiial Varm.

BrltUh r within 40 mile ' of
lohaonegbttrg. ;

Much lumber i goinn to Ci Nome
from I'ogot aound point.

Rioting in ft. I Loulg ttrowi wore).
Three nicn and a cirl wouuderl.

Anhland, Or., Im riuitraiitlued
ggaiuit Han Franuit Chinaiiieu.

Republican of A lank rlenotiuce Gov
intor Brady, and aak (or hi retirement.

Republican leader do not favor
Senator Wanhburn, of MinntsgoU, (or

Hoer delegate will not be adniittud
to the floor of the aenate. Thiir nil
ion it- a failure.

The Iron Dyke ml nr., in Uuion conn
ty, Or,, bat been told to l'euuylvnia
pattlet (or S5,000.

William R. Ilearitt, of the Pan Frnn- -

citoo Kxaminer, predli t the iuaugura-- 1

tion of Bryan noxt ipring.
Mexican government it attll fighting

the Yaqniaa, additlouitl troopg being
gent to reinforce C!nnil Torre. t

The war depart ment ref tinea to ac
cept tha renlgnatlona of volunteer olli-ce- rt

sow terviug in Uie I'hillppinea,
No municipal government, will ha

organised in the hemp proviuuet of
Luton until the rebel are driven out.

Fir) today destroyed Keevet Brot.,
Boiler Work, at Alliance. Ohio. The
lutt will reach f 144,000, aim $40,600
inaurance.

Taylor and Beckham will both b
candidate (or to the Ken
tucky governorahip thi fall, and a hot
election it expected.

Colonel Bcthune, while marching in
the direction of Newcastle, wa

by a party of lloera and very
few of hit force eacaped.

'Nathaniel r. H ill, former Culte.1
fitatea tenator from Colorado, one of
the wealthitMt men in the itate, it
dead at Denver, aged 68.

The village of Point Claire, ! mile
from Montreal, Canada, hat been almoat
entirely wiped out by Are, Two hun-
dred people are homelea. No faialltiet..

People In the neighborhoyl of Fall
City, Or., are terrified by the rewrt
that a wild man i in tho noiichbor
hood. The man it believed to be A.
R. Handy, who weut hunting over a
year ago, and lit not been heard frotn
tince.

Frederic A. Bell, who made a vatt
fortune in the bituminont coal bnaineat
In Philadelphia, and who wag tubee-quenl- ly

pretident of-th- Buffalo Elevat
log Company, la dead, at hi home in
Madinon, N. J., aged 65. He leave
tn ettata valued at 125,000.000.

Frit Meyer, a murderer, whi put to
doath in the electric chair at Sing Sing.

An Ohio itateinan ahot and killed
hi wife accidentally by taking her for
a rat.

Chicago i afraid of the plague.
Coffee from an infected veatwl found it
way into the city.

Tba United State tupreme court de-

cided the Kentucky governorahip caae
in favor o( Governor iteckbain.

A bill to prevent intentate commerce
in convict made good waa uaaned in
the senate without divUiou.

Chinatown of Portland ia to tie
cleaned up to prevent the puaaible
propagation of bubonic plague,

Two workmen were killed and 64
Injured at a itrikent' riot in Berlin.
One hundred , and three arruats were
wade. ; '

Mataafa, one of the Pamnan chlefa,
thinka he baa beeu trntetl aim billy by
Germany, aud a revolt may occur at

'

any tlmt. 51 . ,

Filiplnot loat 63 men killed in an
engagement at Agtiaau, in Cagyan
province. American loaa, two killed
and throe wounded.

Two cart of kerosene were blown np,
a car of bitiyolea giuaahed by a col Union
on tha Northern Pacific which occui red
about nine nillea east of Spokane. '

The poatmaator general haa tuM)onded
Director-Oener- of Pot Huthliouo aud
appointed Fourth ANihtnt i'OHtniUKtur-(ieuer- ai

Bryttnw aa acting director,
general of post in Cuba.;

The Lodge amendment to the pout-ofll-

appropriation bill oontliiuiug the
pueumatia tervlce in citiot where con
tracts have brtun made aud appropriat-
ing $226,000 for the ame waa adopted
by the tenute, 88 to 30,

' Tha KuhhIhd emtmiwy haa oonaidera.
bly pcrturled governiiientitl aud diplo-
matic circlet at Constantinople by in-

viting the immediate attention of the
porta to tha deplorable nituutkm of
many diHtricta of Armenia, ruoulting
from brutal methods of collecting-

- taxe
aud from peraecutioua.

Berlin, with the approval of the
kalaer, aunt over 600,000 marka for the
(amine tufferert in Ipdia.

Six thousand pnasengera - for Cupe
Nome are booked for Mny Bailing and
all berth are preengngod.

Mitt Morgan, a San Francisco girl,
It the only woman among 000 art nt

at the Beaux Art in Pari.
In New York city retail druggists

have formed an association to com rote
with department stores.

Kruger Admits That Situa--

tion Is Very Grave.

ISKS ECRUHER3 WHAT TO DO

tt I Poarod That If tho Dutch Rn aa
JCxco They Will Deetroy the

dohaaaoabara kflaea.

London, May 29. When Lord Rod--

trta wrote hit first dispatch on Trans
vaal territory yesterday, shortly before
2 o'clock in the afternoon, be wat 61
mllea from Johannesberg and 77 miles
from Pretoria. His immensely superior
forces had pasted the Vaal river, their
last great natural obstacle, at three
points.

The Vaal bo a curve of 80 miles on
the west to Zand Drift on the east.
The concave of the current is toward
the Free State. Thus Lord Roberta,
advancing along the railway, wat in a
position to strike any part of the cres-
cent by shorter lines thtn those by
wbich the Boers could reinforce the
threatened points. The Boers retreated
almost without a snow of defense.
General French and General Hamilton
apparently did not fire a shot.

Of Lord Roberts' immediate force 11

men, belonging to the Eighth mounted
infantry, were the first to ford tba
river. Tbey came upon a Boer patrol
looting at Yialjoen's Drift, and a akirm-is- h

lasting 10 minutes followed.
Three hundred Boers tried feebly to
hold the Vereeniging colliery, bnt wete
dislodged. Major Hunter Weston and
Lieutenant Earl rode in advance of
Lord Roberts 40 miles into a hostile
country to try to cut the railway be-

hind tha Boers before the Vaal . wat
crossed, but they were too late.

The Boer rear guard is at Moyjrton,
10 miles south of Vereenignig. Their
mtin body it moving toward the Klip
river bills that cover the south side of
Johannesberg. While Lord Roberts'
80,000 infantry, 20,000 horses and 150
guns are moving on Johannesberg and
Pretoria, through a parched and desert-
ed country, the situation at the Trans-
vaal capital, as it was last Fi iday. is
thus described by an observer, who
sent his message by private bands to
Lourenoo Marque's yesterday;

"The situation, both from a military
and a political point of view, haa be-

come very critical. President Kroger
yesterday admitted for the first time
that matters are very grave. The Boer
determination is to trust everything to
a hut stand on the Gatsrand mountains,
to the north of Fotschefoetroom, where
8.000 Kaffirs are digging trenches. To
that point every available man and gun
has been tent.

"The whole of the western border of
the Transvaal from end to end ia de-

fenseless, tnd General Baden-Powe- ll

can march in when be likes. Lord
Roberts, on the other hand, will en-

counter the greatest resistance. ' The
Boer endeavor is to lore the British
into appearing to threaten Johannes-
berg with attack, an excuse thus being
given them lor the destruction of prop-
erty. The Transvaal government will
not daia destroy the mines and property
without an excuse. Much dynamite
haa been sent down the line, and 160,-00- 0

eaees lie ready at Zurfontein, near
Johannesberg.

"General Louis Botha' and General
Lucas Meier have pleaded for the pres-
ervation of property. Both are large
landed proprietor and fear confiscation,
but they have not received satisfactory
replies from President Kruger."

Naval Station at Saa tlgo.
San Diego, Cal., May 28. Captain

Field, of tbe United State steamer
Ranger, ha received orders from
Washington directing him to make
soundings in the bay and recommenda-
tions aa to whether this is a suitable
location for the establishment of a
naval coaling station, and further to
advise whether one is needed here.
The work of surveying tbe harbor will
be begun immediately. Tbe minimum
depth of water will be reported, and
also tbe cost of the necessary bind, if
the government doet not already own
land near where tbe bunkert would be
located.

Tho West Africa Trouble.
Accra, May 29. It it reported that

three European officers were killed and
Captain Aplin and 100. Hansers were
wounded in a recent effort by the Lagos
Hansen to break the investing lines of
tribesmen at Kumassie. The Ashanti
lost is reported to have been great, as
the Hausers had three Maxima engaged,
although themselves greatly outnum-
bered. Three hundred' Ashantlt are
said to have been killed in a previous
action. The rising ia still spreading.

Paper Mill Rnrned.
' Milwaukee, May 29. The Flambeau

Paper Company's mill and warehouse
at Park Falls burned today, entailing a
loss of $200,000. The property is well
insured. Tbe town was without ade-

quate fire protection, and at one time
was thought would be totally wiped
out. Assistance from Medford and
Abbotsford prevented tbe spread of the
flames beyond the paper company's
plant. Included in the loss are two
paper machines, valued at $40,000 each.

Tho Tonga King Object a.

Anokland, May 29. The king of the
Tonga islands objects to the clause of
the treaty between Great Britain and
the island government relative to the
British protectorate. The king desires
a protectorate only against foreign
powers, and insists upon the kingship
of himself and hit descendants. Com-
missioner Thompson refuses to make
any concessions and a deadlook is tha
result, but hopes are entertained that a
solution of tbe difficulty will be found.
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