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FOR CUBA LIBRE
Piesident's Message in
the Cause of Ilu-
manity,

—_———

ARMED INTERVENTION ASKED

Bpsin's Armistice Decres Meporied
Without Hecommendation -Recognl-
tlon of Cuban Independence Declured
to Ua Un ted nnd Tnexpedient.

Presidont MoKinley Mondny sent the
[llowing messsge 1o the congress of
the United Statos:

Obedlent 1o that precept of the conutl
tution which commands the president to
Nive from time (0 {ime the congress in-
formation of the statg of the Unlon and
to recommend Lo in conslderntion wuch
mensures as he shall judge néeconsury wnd
expodient, It becotes my duly new o
addreas your body with regard to the
grave condition that has arises In the
relations of Lhe United Btates und Bpuin,
by reason of (he warfare that for mors
than thres years has ragod In (he nelgh-
boring faland of Cuba, 1 do so becnuse of
ths Inlimate conpectlon of the Cuban
quastien with ihé state of our Union, and
bevause of the gruve relatlons which the
eolrse which I8 Intumbent upon the nation
to adopt must needs bLenr to the tra-
ditlonal pollcy of our government, if It
Is to accord wWith the precepis lnld down
by the founders of the republie and re-
lUglounly observed by succesding ndminls-
trations 1o the present day.

The Coban Revolution.

The present revalution Is but the sue-
cessor of pther similnr insurrections which
huve oceurred in Cubk against the do-
minton of Bpaln, extending over n pariod
of nearly half & century, ench of which,
during s progress, has subjected Lo
Unitad Btaten to great effort and expanse
In anforcing Its oeutrality laws, cauwsed
enormous lome (o American trade und
commercs, cauned Irritation, annoysnce
and dimturbance among our cltizens, and
by the exercise of cruel, barbarous and
uncivilised practicen of warfa-w, shocked
the sensibiiities and offended tne humane
sympathies of our people.

Muve the present revolution begun, In
Pebrudry, 188, this country has seen the

) fertile domain st our threshold ravaged

by fre and sword In the course of a
strugele unequalnd In the history of the
island, snd rarely puralleled as to the
number of the combutanis and the bitter.
nass of the contest by any revolutlon of
modern times, where a dependent poople
striving to be free have been opposed by
the powsr of the soverelgn atate. Our
people have beheld & once prosparous
eommunity reduced to comparative want,
it commerce vivtunlly paraiysed, ity ex-
eepttonal productiveness  dlminiatied, ity
Melde Intd waste, tis mills in ruins and
{ta peapin perishing by tens of thousands
from hunger and destitution.

Damage to American Interests,

We have felt ourseives constrained, in
the obsérvance of that striot neutrallty
which our laws #njoin snd which the laws
of natlons command, te polios our ewn
walers and wutech our own seaports in
prevention of any unlawful act in ald of
Cuba. Our trade his auftered; the capl-
tal tnvested by our cltizens fn Cubs has
been largely lost, and the temper and for-
bearance of our people have besn mo
sorely tried as to begel a perilous unresy
among our own cltizens, which bhas Inevi-
tably followed Ita expression from Lime
to time In the national legislature so that
lsnuen wholly exteraal to our hody paolls
tie engross attention and stand in the way
of more ¢lose devotlon to domestio ad-
vancemant that becomes a self-contented
commonwealth, whose primal maxim hans
been the avoldance of wll forelgn en-
tanglements, All this must needs awaken
and has indeed aroused the utmost con.
derp on the part of this government as
well during my predecessor's as dur-
Ing my own administration.

A Previons Effort te Restore Pemoe,

In April, 158, the evile from which our
country miffered through the Cuban war
became #o enormouns that my predecesscr
made an offort to bring about pence
through the mediation of the governmont
in any way that might tend to mn honor-
able adjustment of the contest botweesn
Spain and her revoiting eolony on the ba-
win of soma effective scheme of well-
govarnment for Cuba, undsr the Nag
and  soverolgnty of Spaln. It falled,
through the refusal of the Bpanish gov-

Iitation, to the estimated-number of 200,-

000 ar miore, was harded within the towns
and thelr immediate vicinlty, doprived of
all means of auppart. rendersd deatitute
of ahelier, left poorly clad and exposed
to the most uneatisinctory conditions

fullovings of Recomventrados.

As the soaroity of food Increased with
the devaatation of the depeopled areas of
production, destiiution and want became
misery and starvation. Month by month
the death rate Incremsed In alarming ra-
Uo, and by March, 1888, according to con-
serviative eatimatos from officlal Bpanish
sources, Lhe morialily umong the recon.
cuntrados from sturvation snd the dis-
thnes thereto Ingldent exceeded W por
centum of the total pumber. No pructical
rollef was wccorded to the deatitule. The
overburdensd  towns, already auffering
from the general dearth, could give no
sl Bo-called sonen of cultivation, estab.
lhed within the immediate aren of effect-
ive milltary contrel, about the eltlen and
fortufied campn, proved INusory an & rem-
edy fer the suffering. ‘The unfurtutistes,
being for the most part women and chil-
dren, with aged and helpless men, en-
feublod by discase and hunger, could not
Bave tilled the soll without tools, weeda
or shelter, for their own wupport or for
the supply of the cltlen

Reconcentration adopted avowedly us n
WAr maasure, Lo cut off the resources of
the Insurgents, worked Itn prodestined re-
nuit. As I sald In my mossuge of last
December. It was not civilised warfare;
it was extermination, and the only pemce
it could beget was that of the wilderness
and the grave,

Progress of ihe War,

Meanwhile the military situation In the
lsland has undergons a noticeable change,
The extraordinary wetivity that charues
teriped the second year of the war, when
the Inmurgents invaded even the hitherio
unharmed folds of Pinar del Rio and oar-
ried havoe and destitutlon up to the walls
of the clty of Havana {tself, had relapeed
fnto a dogged wiruggle In the central and
eantarn proviness, The Bpanish army re-
gained & measure of control In Plnar del
Nio and paris of Havana, but under the
existing conditions of the rural country,
without Immediute Improvement of their
productive altuation. Kven thus partial-
1y restrioted, the revolutlonists held thelr
own, and thelr submisslon, put forward
by Bpuin as the essentlal and sole banis
of peace, seemed as far Getunt us at the
outsst. Im this state of affalrs my ad-
ministration found itself confronted with
the grave groblem of its duty. My mes-
rage of last December reviewed the sit-
uktlon and delmlled the ateps taken with
& view of relleving the acuteness and
opetilng the way to some form ef hon-
oruble settlement.

Sagnsta's Valn Promines,
The assassioation of the prime minls-

ter, Canovas, led to & change of govern- :

Aenint

of pence with the good ofices of the
nt,

In ‘wddition, 1 asked the Immedinte revo-
catlon of the order of recuncentration, sg
as to parmit the peopls to return to their
farmn and the nesdy Lo be relleved with
provislons snd supplles by the United
Hiales, co-opernting with the Bpanish
Authoritles 80 as to afford full rellef.
The reply of the Bpanish cabingt wus re-
celved on the night of the Bist ultimo, It
offers an the meann to bring about peace
In Cubn to confide the preparation therd-
of to the Insdlar department, lhn

in addition to the test fmposed by pube
lie law as the conditlon of the rocognition
of the Independence of & meutral ptale,
to wit, that the revolted state shall “can-
stitute in fact a body politle, having a
govarnment In substance as well as Jn
name, possessed of the elements of sta-
blllty," and forming de facto "It |&ft to
itnelf n Atate among the nmiions, rea- *
sonubly capable of dacharging the datles
of & siate, has (mpored for Its own gov-
ernunce in deallng with cases Hke these
tha further cendition that reecgnition of

Ax the concurrence of that body would
[ be nocessary to establish a final result,
‘It belng however underwtood thut the
powers reserved by the constitution to the
| ventral government are not lesssned or di-
miniabed. As the Cuban parilament doas
! not meet untll the #th of May next, the
Hpanish government would not objeet, for
| it part, to accept at once a suspension
of hostllitles If adled for by the Insur-
Kents through the generui-An-chief, to
whom It would pertaln in sueh cases Lo
determine the duration and conditions of
tha armintice.
| The propositions wubmittsd by Genersl
Woodford and the reply of the Bpanish
l government were both in the form of
| birkef memomnda, the texts of which are
| befare mentioned and substantially in the
| langunge above given, The function of
| the Cuban paritament in the matter of
“preparing” peace and the manper of do-
Ing ®o mre not explained In the Spanish
nismorandum, but from General Wood-
ford’s explhnutory reports of preliminary
Alscusnion preceding the final éonference
it Is understood that the Spanish govern-
ment stands rendy to give the insular
cangress full power to settle the terms of
| peace with the insurgents, whether by di-
rect negotiation or Indirectly by means of
leginlition does rot appear, With this
Inst averture in the dlrection of immedi-
o peace and its disappointing reception
by Bpain, the executive was brought to
the end of his efforte,
Recognition Not Warranted.

In my snnual message of Déctmber lant
I mald:

“Of the untried measures there remain—
Recognition of the lnsurgents as bolllg-
erents, recognition of the independence of
Cuba and Intervention to end the war by
Imponing & rational compromise betwoeen
the contestants, or Intervenilon in tavor of

| ane of the olther party. 1 speak not of
foreible annexation, for that cannot be
| thought of. That, by our cods of mor-
ality, would ba eriminal aggression.”
Thereupon 1 reviewed thess alternatives
In the light of Premid Urant s I
in thoe words uftered In IS, when after
sevoral yonrs of sangulbary, destructive
and cruel barburities In Cuba, he reached
the concluslon that the recognition of Lhe
Independence of Cuba was Impracticable
and Indefensible, and that the recognition
of belligerence was nolt warrunled by the
fucts according to the texts of public law.
1 commented especlally upon that phase
of the guestion, polnting out the incon-

ment In Bpaln. The former Lra-

tion, which pledged subjugation without

concession, gave place to that of m mare

Hbernl party, commiiied long in advance

to a palloy of reform Involving the wider

mln ple of home rule for Cubs and Porte
00,

The overtures of this government made
through It naw envoy, Ceneral Wood-
ford, and loking 10 an immedinte effective
amelioration of the condltion of the
Inlund. aithough not accepted to the ex-

tent of admitted mediation In sny shaps, |

ware mel by assurances that home rule
In an advanced phase ahould ba forthwith
oftersd to Cuba, without walling for the
war to end, and that mere humane meth-
ode should thenceforth prevall in the cone
duet of hostiilties,

Ingldentally with thess declarationa the
new government of Bpaln continued and
completed the policy already begun by
Its predeceasor of testifying frisndly re-
gard for this natlon by relearing Ameri-
can clilgens held under one charge or
snother conhected with the inaurrection,
#0 that, by the end of November, not a
slogle perwon entitled In any way to our
national protection remalned In & Spanish
prison.

The Rellef Movement,

Whils thess negotlationswere (n progresn |

the Increasing destitution of the unfor-
tunnte reconocentrados and the alarming
mortality among them clulmed sarnest al-
tentton, The auccess which had attended

the limited meswure of relief extended to |
the suffering Amerfcan cltizens among |

them by the Judiclona expenditure,
through the consular agencies, of the

money appropriated expresaly for thelr |

succor by the Joint resolution approved
May M W7, prompled the humabe ex-
tenalon of a similar scheme to that groat
body of suffersrs. A suggestion to thia
end was acquiesced In by the Spanish au-
thorities. On the BMth of December 1
caused to be lssuéd an appeal to the
Amearican people, tnviting cantributiona in
motey or in kind for the succer of the
starving sufferera in Cuba,

Followlng this, on the Bth of January,
was & almllar public annonncement of the
formation of & central Cuban rellef com-
mittee, which had headquarter. in New
York olty, compossd of membars rop-
resenting the natlonal Red Cross and the
religlous and business slements of the
community., The efforis of that com-
mittes have been untiring and havewccom-
pllahed much., Arrangements for free
tranuportation to Cuba have greatly alded
the charitable work.

The president of tha American Red Croas
and representatives of other contributory
prganizations have generally’ visited Cuby
and co-operated with the conwsul-genoral
and the local authorities to make efMective
fdstribution of the rellef collacted through
the afforts of the contral committes, Near-
ly $300,000 In money and aupplies hoas
reached the sufferers, and more is forth-

ing. The llen are admitied duty

ernmant then In power to fer any
form of melliation or Indeed any plan
of settlement whioh aid not begin with
the actudl submisslon of the Insurgents
ta the mother country and then only on
such terms as Bpaln hersclf might see M
to grant. !
Weyler's Inhuman , Folloy,
The war continued unabated. The re-
pleiance of Insurgenin was In no wise
diminiahed, The effortn of Bpaln were in-
erensnd, both by the Alspatoh of fresh
lovies to Cuba and by additions to the
horrora of the sirife. The new and ins
human phies, happlly unprecedented in
the modern history of clvilized Chrlstian
people, the polloy of devastation and con.
contration, inaugurated by the captain-
goneral’n ban of Ootober 21, 1KM, In the
provinee of Plnar del Rio, was thence
axtonded to embrace all of the island to
which the or of the Bpahiards was
Able to reach by oceupation or by mill
tary operations. The peasantry, Includ-
lng all dwelling In the opon agricultural
Interfor, were driven Into the garrisoned
towns or isalated planoes held by the Spun-
fah troops, The rulslng of provistons af

free, and tranaportation te the [nterior
has been arranged so that the relief at
Nrat necensarily confined to Havans and
the larger cities I8 now extended through
moat, If riot all, of the towns whers suf.

fari exinta. Thousands of livea have
al ¥ been saved,
sty for n g In the con.

dition of the reconcentrados ls recognized
by the Bpanish government. Within a
fow days past the orders of General Wey-
lor have n revoked, the reconcentra-
don are, It 1n suld, to be pormitied to re-
turn to thelr homen, and alded to resume
the self-supporting pursults of peace; pub-
e works t‘:lvo been atarted to glve them
employment, and a sum of $900,000 hea been
appraopriated tor their pellef.
Spaln's Cause Hopeloss,

The war In Cubs (s of such & Dature
that, abort of subjugation or exterming-
tian, & final military vigtory for the ather
pide weems impracticable, The alternative
lea In the physical exhiustion of the one
or the other party, or porhapn both, n con-
dition which In effect ended the 10 years
war by the truce of Zan Jon. The pros-
peol of Wuch a @rotraction and . ognciu-
nion of the presont strife Ia n ontingency

United Btates, nlfepted and
glnul an wohun doeply and intimately

¢ by prolongation

:m" “llh. t-tmlni. atio ::un‘n: To
1 k n . 5

7 Ko ted, on the 3h witimo,

and positive dangers of recogni-
tion of belligerence, which, while adding
o the slready onerous burdens of neu-
trality without our own jurisdiction, could
not in any way extend our influence or
affective ofMices in the territory of hoatili-
tiea, ¢

Nothing has since occurred to change
my view in this regard, and 1 recognise
as fully now an then that the issuunce of
a proclamation of neutrality, by which
process the so-called recognition of bellig-
arency Jla published, could, of {tself ara
unattended by other action, accomplish
nothing toward the one end for which we
lubor, the tnatant pacificstion of Cuba, and
the cesauilon of the misery that amicts
the laland,
| A Precedent Clted.
| Turning to the question of recogniring
al this time the Independence of the pres-
ent Iheurgent governmaent In Cuba, we
| And safe precedenis In eur hiwiory from
an early ¥. They are well summed up
In President Juckson's message to con-
sresn December 20, 1536, on the subject of

an independenit siate Is not due to a re-
volted dependency unill the danger of
Its being again subjugated by the parent
Finte has sotirely passed away.” This ex. |
tremn tesl was, In fact, applied In the |
cnre of Texas,

The congreea to whom President Jack-
son_referred the question as one probably
leading to war, and therefore an appropri-
ate aubject for m “‘previous understanding
with that body by whom war can alons
be declared, and by whom all ihe provis-
lona for sustalning itw perils must be fur-
nished, left the matter of recognition of
Texas to the discrotion of the exescutive,
providing merely for the sending of diplo-
matic agents when the president should
bie satisfled that the republic of Texar had
become an “independent staie.’

It was #0 recognized by President Van
Buren, who commissinoned & charge d'af-
falred March 7, 1IR3, after Mexico had
abandoned an attempt to conguer the
Texas territory, and then there was at the
time no bona fide contest going on be-
twoen the insurgent province and (s for-
mer sovercign.

Coka Not Rightly a State.

I #ald 10 my message of December lant:
“It is to be serfously conmidered whether
the Cuban government possessaes hayond
dispute the atiributes of statehood, which
alone can demand the recognition of bel-
ligerency, in lts favor.”

The same requirement must certainly
be 1o less serioualy considered when the
graver jssuo of recognizing Independence
is In question, for no lesa positive test
ean be applied to the greater net than ta
the lesser, while on the other hand the
Influences and consequences of the strug-
kle depending upon the Internal policy of
the recognizing state, which form impor-
tant factors when the recognition of bel-
ligerency in concerned, are secondary If
not rightly ellminable factors when the
real question Is whether the community
clalming recognition is or ls not independ-
ent beyond peradventure,

Recognition Incxpedient.

Nor from the standpoint of expedience
do I think It would be wise or prudent
for this government Lo recognize at the
present time the Independence of the so-
called Cuban republic. Such recognition
i» not necessary In order to enable the
United Blates to Intervene and pacify the
Island. To commit this country now to
the recognition of any particular govern.
ment in Cuba might subject us to om-
btarrassing conditions of interest obligs-
tlon toward the organization so recog-
nized. In case of Interventlon, our con-
duct will be subject to the approval or
disapproval of such government. We
would be required to submit (o its direc-
tlom and to assume to It the mere rela-
tiom of a friendly ally. When It aball
sppear berenfter that there s within
the laland n government capable of per-
forming the dutles and discharging the
functions of a nation, and having, as &
matier of fact, the proper forma and at-
tributes of nationality. such government
can be promptly and readlly recognized
and the relations and interests of the
Unilted States with such nation adjuated.

Possible Alternstive.

There remaln the alternative forms of
Intervention to end the war, each us an
Impartinl neutrality, by (mposing & ra-
tlonal compromise between the contest-
ants or as the active ally of the one party
or the other. As to the first, It I8 not to

be forgottem that during the last
few months the attitude of the
United Stutes has virtually been one

of friendly Intervention in many ways
each not of Itself conclusive, but all tend-
ing to the exertion of a potential Influ-
ence toward an ultimate pacific resuit,
Just and hoporable to all intereats con-
cerned. The spirit of all our acts hither-
to hes been an earnest, unselfish desire
for peace and prosperity in Cuba, untar-

the recognitlon of the Independ ol
| Texan, He sald:

“In all the contests that huve arisen
out of the revolutions of France, out of
the dlaputes relating to Portugal aad
| Bpaln, sut of the separation of the Amer-
fean possesalons of both from the Ko
ropean governmenis, aud out of the nu-
merous and constantly recurring sirug-
gies for dominion In SBpanish-American
countries, #0 wisely conslstent with
Junt principles hias been the action of our
government that we have under the most
critical ¢lrcumatances avolded all censure
and encountered no other evil than that
produced by & tranalent estrangement
of good will in those againat whom we
| have been, by force of svidence, com-
pelled to degide,

“It has thus been made known o Lhe
world that the uniform pollcy apd practice
of the United Btates Is to avold all Inter-
ference In disputes which merely reiate
to the Internal government of other na-
tione, mnd eventually to recognize the au-
thority of the prevalling party without ref-
erence to our partleular Intervsts and
views or to the merits of the original
controveray. But in this, as In every
other occanlon, safely I8 to be found Ina
rigid adherence to these principles. In
the contest between Hpaln and Lhe revolt-
Ing colonlos we st aloof and walted
not oply untll the ablility of the now atates
to protect themselves was fully estab-
linhed, but untll the shance of their being
ugnin subjugsted had enlirely passed
AWay, Then, and not untll then, were
they recognived. Buch was our course in
regard to Mexico herself. IU i true (hat
with regard to Texas the eivll authorilles
of Mexico had been expelled, 1ts Invading
ariny defeated, the ohlef of the republic
himaelt captured, and all present power
te control the newly organized govern-
ment of Texas annihilated within ita con-
fines, But, on the other hand, there Ia, in
appearance at leasl, an immense dlspar-
Ity of physical force on the side of Texaa,
The Mexioan republic again la rallying ita
forces under a new leader and menacing
n freah Invasion to recover ita lost do-
main.

“Upon the lssus of this threatened In-
vasion, the Independence of Texus may
ba consldered an suspended, mnd were
there nothing pecullar In the relations be-
tween the United States and Texam, aur
aoknowledgment of ita Independence at
such & crisls could scarcely be regarded
an conulstent with the prudent reserve
with which we have hilherto held our-
selves bound to treat all slmllar ques-
tlona.*

Thereupon Andrew Jackson proceeded
to conslder the risk—that thers might be
imputed to the United States mollves of
nelfish Interests In view af the former
olalm an our part to the territory of
Toxan, and of the avowed purpose of fhe
Texans In seaking recognition of inde-

d s an ineldent to the incorpora-
tlon of Texas In the Union, concluding
thus!

“Prudence, therefors, scema to dlotate
‘that we should stand aloof and maintain
our rn«nl attitude, If not unti Mexivo
itsalf or one of the grea
recognize the Indepandence of the new

vernment, at least until the lapse of
ﬁ:m or the course of ovents shall have
proved beyond cavil or dispuis the abliity
Dt apatate avernighty aud bo upnolf"
thale ae v !
ha conutituled “tham.

hed by differences batwesn the United
Htatea and Spaln and unstained By the
biood of Americun citizens. The forcible
Intervention of the United States as & neu-
tral to stop the war according to the
large dictates of humanity and following
the bhistorfeal precedents wherein the
United States has interfered to check the
hoptlens sacrifice of lfe by Internecine
conflicts beyond thelr borders, is justif-
nble on national grounds. It invalves,
however, host{le constraint upon both par-
ties to the contest, us well as to enforce
a truce as to end the eventual settle-
maont, The grounds for such Infervention
may ba briefly summariged as follows:

First—In the cause of humanity and to
put an end to the barbarities, bloodshed,
starvation and horrible miseries now ex-
isting there and which the parties to the
conflict are elther unable or unwilling to
stop or mitlgate., 1t Is no answer to say
this is all In another country, belonging
to another natlon, and is therefore none
of our business, It Is explicitly our duty,
for-i=i4 right at our door.

Bocond—We owe It to our eltisens In
Cuba ta afford them that protection and
indemunity for lfe and property which no
government there can or will afford, and
to that end terminate the conditions that
deprive them of legal protection.

Third—Ths right to Intervenes may be
Justified by the very serious Injury to the
commerce, trade and business of our peo-
ple and by the wanton dastruction of prop-
orty and devastation of the Island,

Fourth—And which la of foremost im-
partance, the conditien of affairs In Cuba
In & coratant menuce to our peace, and
entulls upon this governmenl enormous ax-
pense, With such a conflict waged for
years in anialand so near us and with which
our people have such trade and business
relations—when the Hves and lberty of
our citizens are In constant danger, their
property destroyed and themselves ruined-—
when our trading vessals are Hable to sniz-
ure and nre seized at our very door by war-
ships of a forelgn nation, (he expeditions
of Allbustering that we are powerless to
prevent altogether, and the (rritating ques-
tions and entanglements thus arising—all
these and others are s constant menace to
our peace and tend to Keep us on a war
footing with that natlon with which we are
At peace,

The Malne Incident.

These elaments of danger and disorder
already pointed out have heen strikingly
fMusteated by a tragle event which has
deeply and justly moved the American
peaple; I have alrendy transmitted to con-
gress the rebort of the naval court of in-
gulry on the destruction of the battie-ship
Maine ln the harbor of Havana duging the
night of the 15th of Febr.::v. The de-
atruction of that noble vesser has filed
the national heart with Inexpressible hor-
ror; 38 brave sallom and marines and
officers of our navy, reposing in the fun-
cied mecurity of a friendly harbor have
bean hurled to death. Grief and want are
brought 1o thelr homes and sorrow to the
natlon,

The naval court of Inquiry, which, it s

nection is made e recent diplomatic cor
renpondence.

A disputeh from our minister fo Spain
of the ¥th ultimo contalned that the |
Bpunish minister for foreign affairs as:
sured him positively that Spaln will do all
that the highest honor and justice re-
quire in the matter of the Malne,

The reply also referred to of the st
ultimo alro contmined an expresaion of
the readiness of Spain to submit to arbi-
tration all the differences which can arise
In this mutter, wilel: Is subsequently sx-
plained by the note of the Bpanish minls-
ter at Washington of the 10th inst., as
follows:

“As to the quesilon of faoct which
springs from the diversified views between
representatives of the American and the
Spanish bourds, Bpwin proposes that tha
fact be ascertained by an Impartial in-
vestigation by experts, which declsion
Bpuin accepts in advance., To this I have
made no reply.”

Another Precedent,

President Grant, In 1875, In discussing the
purpores of the Cuban contest as Jt then
appeared, and the hopeless and apparent
Indefinite prolongation of such event, sald:
“I am of the opinion that other nations
wiil be compelied to a the resp I
bility which devolves upon them, and te
seriously  consider the only remalning
measures possible—mediation and Inter-
ventlon. Owing, perhaps, 1o the large ex-
panes of waler separating the {sland from
the peninsula, the contending parties ap-
pear to have within themselves no depos.
ltory of eommon confidence to suggest
wisdom when passion and excltement
have thelr wwny, and thus assume the
part of peacemakey.”

In this view (n the esrly days of the com-
test the good offices of the United Biates
an the mediutor were tendered In good
falth without mny seifish purpose In the
Interest of humanity and sincere friend-
ship for both partles, but were at the thme
declined by Spaln with the declaration.
nevertheless, that at a future tme they
would be ind'speneable. No Intimation has
been recelved that in the opinion of Spaln
that that time has been remched: yet the
otrife continués with all its dread horrors
und lts Injuries to the United States and
Gther pations. Each purty seems quite
capable of working great injury and dam-
age 10 the other an weil as to all the rels-
tions and interests dependent on the axist.
ence of peace In the lsland; but they
seem Incapable of reaching any ngreement,
and both have thus far failed of achleving
and succets whereby one party shall pos-
sest and control the lsland to the exclu-
slon of the other.

Under the circumstances the agency of
others, sither by mediation or by Inter-
ventlon, seems to be the only alternative
which must soomer or later be Involved
for the termination of the strife.

In the lant annusl message of
mediate predecessor during the
struggle, 1t was said;

“When the imability of Spain to deal
successfully with the Insurrection has be-
come manifest, and If demonstrated thal
her soverelgnty Is extinet in Cuba, for all
purposes of Its rightful existence. and
when a hopeless struggle for its re-estab-
lishment hus degenermied into the strife
which means nothing more than the use-
fess mcrifice of human Hfe and the utter
destruction of the very subject-matter of
the conflict, & situstion will be presented in
which our obligatlons to the soverelgnty
of Spain will be superseded by higher ob-
ligationa which we can hardly hesitate to
recogrilss snd discharge,

In my ennual message 10 congress De-
u-:;:her last, speaking to this guestion, 1
aniac

“The near future will demonatrate
whether the Indispensable condition of a
righteous peace, just allie to the Cubana
and 8pain, un well as equitable to all our
Interests, 30 Intimately involved in the
weilnre of Cuba, 1s likely to be attuined.
If not, other mction by the United Biates
will femaln to be taken; when that time
comen the action will be determined In the
line If Inhsputable right of duty; it will
be faced without misgving or healtancy
In the light of the ebilgation this govern-
ment owes to (te=lf, to the people whocon-
fided the proleciion of thelr interests and
honor and to humanity.

“Bure of the right, keping free from all
offense ourselves, wctusted by upright
and patriotic conslderntions, moved nelth.
€r by passion nor ssifishness. the govern-
ment will continue Ita watchful care over
the rights and property of Amerlean cltl-
menn, and will abate none of !t efforts
to bring aboui by peaceful agencies
peace which shall be honerable and endur-
Ing. If It abal, hereafter appear (0 be a
duly imposed by eur obligations to our-
saives, to civillzation and 16 humanity
to intervens with foree, It shall be without
faull en cur part and anly because the
necessily for such wctlon will be so eléar
ns to comrmand the support and approval
of the civilzed world"

Intervention the Only Heope.

The long irial has proved that the ob-
Ject for which Spain has waged war
cannot be attained., The fire of Insur- |
rectlon may flame or may smolder with
varying seusons, but It has not been and |
It 1= plain that It cannot be extingulshed |
by presént methods, The only hope of re-
Hef and repose from a condition which
cannot longer be endured Is the enforced
pacification of Cuba

In the name of humanity, In the name |
of civillzation, In behalf of endangered
American Interests, which give us (he |
right and the duty to speak and 1o act,
the war o Cuba must stop: In view of
thase facts, and these conafderations, |
nsk congress to authorize and empower
the president to take measures to mse-
care & full termination of hostilities be-
tween the government of Spain and tha |
people of Cuba, and to secure In the
Island the eéstablishment of n stable gov- |
srnment capable of malntaining order |
and observing its International obliga- |
tlons, Insuring peace and tranquiility and |
the security of Ity citizens as well as |
our own, and to use the military ana
naval ferce of the United States as may
ba necessary for these purposes and In |
the Interest of humanity, mnd tn ald ln’
preserving the lives of the starving ped-
ple of the tsland [ recommend that the |
distribution of food and supples ba con- |
tinued and that an appropriation be mnde |
out of the publle treasury to wupple-
ment the charity of our ecitizens.

The lssus In now with congreas; it is
a solemn responaibliity; 1T have sxhausted
avery effort 1o relleve the (ntolerable con-
dition of uftwirs which is at our doors.
Prepared to execute evary obligation Im-
posed upon me by the constitution. and
law, I awalt your action.

Spain‘s Laat Subterfuge.

Yeaterday and since the preparation of
the foregolng message, ofMcial nformation
was reonived by me that the jntest decres
of \he queen regent of Bpain directs Gen-
oral Blanco, In order to prepare and facll-
ftute poace, to procialm a suspsnsion of
howtiiitiens,

my !m-
pending

| ing, eays the Washington corresponds

the duration apd detalls 4"t
which have not yet been co . .
to me This fact with mﬁw-m feet of
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DOES NOT. IMPLICATE BTAXCO
TR e
Two Rowi of Tarpedoes Placed Acron§
Mavans Harbor Ent:mnoe With-
in the Past Two Monihe.

Washington, April 18.—<The testi:
mony taken before the senste commi
tes on foreign relations in connection
with the investigation into the relations
between the United States and Cuaba
wns made public today. It constitules =
u book of about 650 pages, and includos
not only the testimony taken since the
dispster to the Muine, but also mupeh
thut wus known before and ronning
back for a year or more

The statement which containg grent-
est purréent interest in that made by
Geueral Lee on the 13th inst.  In hin®
stntement Lee says he was informed
on very good anthority that the Spun-
iands placed two rows of torpelos just
at the month of Havana harbor within
the past fwo months, or sabesquent to
the Maine aisaster, and .that switch-
boards are in a room in Morro oastls, .

“*Hml you any reason to su the. =
harbor was minel at all hefors the -
blowing up of the Maine®" asked Senm-
tor Fiye. il

P

=

e

-
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"*No, sir. I hid noreason to sospeet
anything of that sort up to that time.**

He then wenton to say that the =
writer of a letter to Santos Gunsmen
had Jed him to believe minés might:
have been pluced there previoun tothe
Maine incident, and he said thissp-
position wae strengthened by a tels-
gram from Weyler, of which he bl
cognizance. Upon the ‘e o
thooght the Weyler htlz.(th Laing - 8
letter) was a correet copy of the genns
ine letter. The telegram to which lmt
referred wus addressed to Eva Can C o
a noted Spanish woman wwl admirer-
of Weyler, and to Senor Gm.'uﬂ.“ )
it read ax follows: e

““Grave cirenntagces chuss
ask ¥ou 1o destroy the letter hm- 28
ary 12.7 ¥o.20 &

Lee said thia telegram hatl :
before been published, and he found in
it strong confirmatory evidence of the
gm:ui::.nm‘ the hlm.m&imy ”ft

With reference to resy 1
the destraction of the Maine, Lee guids

“Iam satisfied the explosion was
from the ootsile. I have alwiys Bo- ©
lieved the Maine was not blown up by
any private individosl, bug by soms -
officers who had charge of mines Kinl
electric wires and torpedos in the are
sennl, who thoroughly understood their
business, for it was done memdrkally @
well. Idon't think Blanco had siys = =
thing to do with it. [ don’t think be
had any knowledge of it. 1 wassite |
ting in my room at the hotel whes I
heard the explosion, and saw & great
colomn of fire go np in the sin ur
sscertaining that it was the Maine, T
went right down to the Palace and
asked for Blanco, He came in at ongs, -
He had jost heard the news and was 1y
erying. Tewrs were coming gut of bis
eyes. He seemed to regret it a8 much
us anybody 1 saw in Havana. Ithink = 0
it came from some subiordinate offcers.
who had been thers cnder Weyler, and
who were probably sati-Risnco any-
how, and who had full knowledge of
the business "

SPAIN'S PREPARATIONS.

Reouring Evropenn Waters for Warshipg
—~Mohilizing Her Flost.

New York, April 16.—Offleial con-
firmation has been given to the an-
nonncement of the departare of the
cruisers  Viscays aml  Almirante
Oquendo for the Cape Verdes islands,
where the Bpanish torpedo fleet 1s 1y-

ent of the Hernld. They left San Juan
five days ago, and are expected ut thelr
destination within the next two or
three daye,

In scoordunce with the instructions
given by the Spanish minister of min-
rine, the nobilization o1 the Spanish
naval force at Cadiz continues. Spain
is scouring the European markeis for
desirable merchant ships which can be
trangformed into auxilinry ernisérns,

No confirmation has been received of
the romored purchase by Spain of the
Sanle nud Spree, of the North Germun
Lioyds line.  Should it prove true, aml
should war break ont within the next
10 daye, it can be atated on exocellent
uuthority that the Sanle at least will
never fiy the Spanish fug, The Sasle
will arrive at New York on Hatupday
next, and it the Saale has been sold to
Spain thera I8 no doubt the govern-
ment would zefen berat Neyw York unil
impress hor juto the Auerican navs

The Sprec id in Germay walv s w0 .
that it wall be impossitile toireach haw

Bosides tus Spres, suaic, Normumma
and Columbia, Germany has other mibrs
chant ships especially built for cppaurs
alon inte wuxiliary crnisers, WW&‘
is belleved bere her agente are inspest- |
ng. e 5

War Risks Advance.

New York, April 16.—Marine
took wnother sharp advande
Hates on vessels sailing lor
east condt of South Americs
at 4 per cont, or doubls
quotationy. .

In_consideration will, 1 agoned. My i i
Yotemn auiiverntionsatod lurbor, ship-lap and all
Sovcustul - of rough lember.
WL ONE-HALF MILE SOUTHEAST
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