
MBlVSJIt AWAKK.THE NEW ELDORADO The loath Polar Kxpadltloa.
The commercial and scientific expedi-

tion to tha South Pole, under florr
Borchgrevinok, will start from England
next July. Inquiries are now being
made for a suitable ship in Scotland

. $200022
r Schillings But bjkinfc pow
der is such baking powder as

you would isk us to make if

very different. Tha rains are cut of!
by the high mountains, and the
warm ocean air is not felt From No-

vember to April the mean temperature
remains continuously below the freeaing
point, often remaining for weeks at a
time below aero and occasionally going
as low as 60 or 70 degrees below aero.
It snows about one-thir- d of the time in
winter, but the snow does not become
excessively deep, though frequently the
storms are very severe.

Boms people will never wake up till the
stst horn blows, and then they'll ask If
that's the horn for dinner. Peluy are dan-

gerous and ruinous. Thousands can tny if

they hadn't put off an opportunity, they
would have been rich and happy. Pome
never know they hare rheumatiam until
crippled by it, and all the while in pain,
thinking it will pass off. lint Ht. Jacobs
Oil never delays, and is always wide awake,
It ftoes straight to its work of cure in a bus-
iness way, and cure rheumatism in any
form and at its worst stage. It's a live
remedy.

el Mlnea Failure.
The recent experiments made by a

special commission to ascertain wheth-
er the mines laid in the Dardanelles
are capable of preventing the passage
of ships have proved the utter usolvss-nes- s

of the present mines, and at the
same time the extreme difficulty of lay-

ing down mines at all on aocount of the
strong current

A BIG KEOULAK ATtMT.

The mightiest host o( thla sort Is the army ol
Invalid! whoae bowela.liyers and stomachs hi.ve
teen reiuieica oj Homelier s stomach bitters.a regular nantt oi Body in brought about
through ualhg the Kitten, not by violently agi
tatliiK and rii'iii tue uuesiiuea, but b vein
forcing their energ and causing a flow of the
bile Into Itn proper channel Malaria, la grippe,
dyspepsia, and a tendency to Inactivity ot me
kldneya, ana conquered by the Blltera.

Proposed Floating Tunnel.
In connection with the railway com-

munication between Scotland and ire-lan- d

ii is proposed to send trains
through a tunnel which shall float at a
depth ot 60 feet below the surface, ami
which shall be kept steadily in its place
by means of anchors.

AN OPEN LETTER TO MOTHERS.
We are asserting la the court! outright to the
exclusive ue of the word "CASTORtA," and" FITCHKR SOAoTORlA," as our Trade Mark.

I, Dr. Samuel Pitcher, of Hyannis, Masaachueetta,
wai the originator of " PITCHER'S CASTOKIA,"
the aame that haa borne and doea new bear the

signature of CHAS. H. FI.KTCHKR on
every wrapper. Tkia lathe original riTCHER'S
CASTORtA " which haa been uaed in the homea
Of the mothers of America for over thirty yeara.
look Carefully at the wranper and aee that it la
Iki kini ym Asm aluayi toufkt, and haa the
signature of CHAS. H. FLETCHER on the
wrapper. No one haa authority from me to use
my name except The Centaur Company of which
Chae. H. Fletcher ia President.

Uatih I, itgj. SAMUEL PITCHER, HA
Giraffes are from 15 to 16 feet from

the ground to the tip of their horns.
Specimens from 18 to 33 feet have been
known.

If you look at the map you will find
that the mountain chains of the Old
World lie east and west, while those of
the New World lie north and south.

Benjamin Bissell, who lives near
Ballston Spa, N. Y., says he has voted
for 18 presidential candidates, not one
of whom was elected.

FKEK TO Otlt READERS.

Our readers will be pleased to learn
that the great discovery, Dr. Kilmer's
Swamp-Roo- t, has been so universally
successful in quickly curing all forms
of kidney and bladder troubles, that
those who wish to Prove for themselves
its wonderful merit may have a sample
bottle and a book of valuable informa
tion both sent absolutely free by mail.
Nothing could be fairer or more gener
ous than this liberal offer, and we ad-

vise our readers to write, mentioning
this paper, and send their address to
Dr. Kilmer & Co., Binghamton, N. Y.
Dr. Kilmer's Swamp-Roo- t is the dis
covery of a great physician, and as
sucn is not recommended lor every- -

thing, hut will be found just what is
needod in cases of kidney and bladder
disorders or troubles arising from
weak kidneys, such as gravel, rheuma
tism, pain or dull ache in the back, too
frequent desire to pass water, scanty
supply, smarting or burning in passing
it. Swamp-Roo- t stands tbe highest
for its wonderful cures. The regular
sizes are sold by druggists, price 60
cents and one dollar.

English Feere.
Of the entire number of English peer-

ages, only five go hack as far as the
13th century. Of the 638 temporal
peers, 350 have been created during the
present century, 128 during the last
century, and only 62 trace their titles
beyond the year 1700."

A HEALTHY WIFE
Is a Husband's Inspiration.

' A sickly, woman,
especially when she ia the mother of
a family, is a damper to all joyous-nes- s

ia the home.
If a woman finds that her energies

are flagging and that everything tiras
her, her sleep Is disturbed by horrible
dreams, and that aha often wakes
suddenly in the night with a feeling
of suffocation and alarm, aha must at
once regain her strength.

The following from Mrs. F. 8. Bs
Jrerr, Westphalia, Kans., shows the)
power of Lydla E. Plnkham'a Vege-
table Compound, and a letter of advice:

"Dear Mrs. Pinkham: I have suf-
fered for over two years with falling,
enlargement and ulceration of tbe

womb, and this
spring, being In
such a weak-
ened(I) condition,
caused me to
flow for nearly

six months.
Some time
ago, urged
by friends,
I wrote to

you for advice,
After rising the treatment
which you advised for a
short time, that terrible flow stopped.
I am now (raining strength and flesh
and have better health than I have had
for the past ten yeara."

you knew the ficts. y
A Schllliag k Company WO

The man who discovered the Ameri-- "

can beauty rose is worth 150,000, all of

which ho made out of the peerless
flower, which unites all the qualities
of a porfoot rose.

HOW'S TUIUt

We nrOne Hundred Dollars Rowaruioreny
raae of Catarrh that cannot be cured by liall'l
Catarrh Cure.

K. 3, C1IKNKY A CO., Toledo, O,
We, the undesigned, have known K. J.f henef

for the lt 11 yi'r, anil bellnve him R'rlell
huriiritlile In all biixliieiM tralmai'tlnna and
flintneially ahle lo enrry out any obligations
made lv thi'lr Itrm,

Wmt A'liuux.
Whult'iaie DriiirKlt, Toledo, O.

Wai.uisu, Kinnak 4 ,Mhvin,
Wholesale liriiualaia, Toledo, O.

Hall's Catarrh Cure l taki'ii Internally, teU
ing illrei'lly upon the blood and nini'iiua aur.
(iinea ol the aviiem. Tuatlmoiilala (roe, IT lee
7Ae, Hr hnttle. Sold by all rtriiKKlnta.

lull's family l'tiln are the heat,

The United States has 70,000,009
population, Kurope has 8H0,000,000.
But the T In i tod States poHtollloe han-
dles About as much mail matter as all
Kurope put together.

IIOMK rilODUCTH AND fl'KC rOOD.

All Kaatern Syrtip, uiiislly verf
HkIiI colored and ol heavy body, la made from
pliiciae. "I'm llnnU la made Irora
Huuat Cane and la atrlctly pure. It la lor aale
by a armwra, In cana only. Manillas
tnrvd by the Hanric Coast HVHt'r Co. All sett
nine "Tnt (innlm Ihim" have the maualaa
turvr'e name lithoKialied on every ean,
s" - I

When yon feel that aoreina In your beck,
that dull rain near your atdnrya, It la time la
do aotnethlng lor yoor-ll-

, lor Ihvue avmplunisare avrioua IndU atlona ol a growing d!!. In
the moat vital functlnno. (int lr. Hamlna
Kleclric Belt at once. H will euro you.

SANDEN ELECTRIC BELT CO.
8B3 Weal U'nhtstm M., I'urtUuil, Or.

pUnt vtenltQH thti frtptr.

A Cart-Loa- d of Gold
4

"If ynu dumped
cart-loa- of gold at myfeet It would not bringauth joy and gladnettfree intomy life." So writes
a prominent man after(to all) uaing the method of

that haa
reitored ao many ma
who had been wrecked
by eceae, ovrr workor evil halnta of youth,A Ittti h..i:nukes It all plain may be had wllhoutchargaby writing THE ERIE MEDICAL CO.,

M Niagara St., Buffalo, N. Y,"

No C. 0. D. acheme j no patent medicines'
uat tha book under plain letter teal. 4

BASE BALLJS
We carry the moat complete Hue of (Wmnaiiuia

and Athletic oote on the Coait.
SUITS SUB UNIFORMS MADE 10 OHDEB.

v Send lor Our Athletic Catalogue. ,

WILL & FINCK CO..
SIS-SSI- Market HI., Nan rwuulaoo. Cat,

Mane money by l

simulation in Chicago. We
buy and aell wheat on mar.
Kins. t'ortnm Ii.vm iu,

made on a amall hi'Kliiiiing by trading In lu--
,n. ,.,,,?, i, i oBrui-iiinra-

. iti'St ol f.crence given. Wcvrriil year' erienceoii tha
Chicago Hoard ot Trade, and a thorough know
ledge ol the bii"lii''. Kendfurour free refer,
eiu-- book. UOVYNISM, HOPKINS 4 Co
Chicago Hoard of Trade Hrokers. Oflices In
Portland, Oregon and Seattle, Web.

lie Fans Russian Brooie Mi
Vlclda double the amount of any other iratefor hay or panture. Will atand the dry seasonand grows aa vigorously lu Hcpteiuirr aa laJune. It growa on dry hills where nothing ela
will grow. 11 solvre the problem of panturagaIn the northweatcountry. i'rlce 2i per pound.Address all ordora to At. !. NIllKl.lt.

Moscow, Idaho.

--9 Drugs...
Patent Medlclne$
at Cut Rates...

W00DARD, CLARKE & CO.

Wholesale and Retail Druggtuta, Portland.

JLnorthehn . L ILLUSTRATED,

CATALOGS
FREE

Bucll
Lamb'ferson

CROWN 100 FRONT ST

Portland. Of

CHILDRCN TftTHINO.r use. wiiws huotuimi Hunur mould alwayaaneuforeklliliwi milling, it smithw Uieeblhl'soft.
a ens tha gums, allay, all Mln, corwi wmil mlir.snd la

PAn2 JV,1tT,.n " "old or iasrlMllirt bur el treasures SI.

n. r. K. V. No, 48, '91.
WUKN writing to advertisers, Pithis paper.

EVERYTMINQ FOR THB

PRINTER....

THE GOLD FIELDS OF ALASKA

AND THE YUKON.

Geography, Climate) and Reaoarcee
f tha Now Famous Region of tha

Far North Great EiUnt of Ground
to Ba Prospected.

Special Correspondence.

Purchased from Russia in 1867 (or

17,300,000, Alaska was a portion ot the
United States for 80 years without at

traoting the attention its resources and

wealth merit Everywhere apathy and

ignorance preaviled in regard to this
latest territorial acquisition. Suddenly
this was changed. In a single day the
eyes of the entire world were turned to
Klondike, and there they remain fixed

On the 17th of last July the steamer
Portland sailed into port with $800,000
of gold on board, and to the ends of
the earth was telegraphed the story of
the rich plaoer diggings discovered
along the Klondike and its tributaries.
Then began that rush to the new mines
which has filled the news columns of

. the press with its varied experiences for
four months. Ten thousand men
joined in it. Some are now at the
mines; others are scattered all along
the trails from the coast to the Klon
dike; Btill others are at Juneau, Dyea
and Skaguay, awaiting a more favor
able time for the journey, while not I

few have returned to civilization, sat
isfied with their experience or to make
a fresh start under better circum-
stances. Great and exciting as was
this first rush, it was but the advance
ripple of the great wave of gold hunt
era that will roll in upon the Alaskan
coast the coming spring. Probably not
less than 50,000 men will start for the
Yukon next year, and possibly four
times this number may go. For this
reason a olear and succinct description
ot Alaska and its resources, with a
brief review of its routes ot travel must
be of interest even to those who have
no intention of seeking the northern
wilderness.

In the first place, it must be under
stood that the Yukon river flows partly
through Canada and partly through the
United States, and that the Klondike
region is on the Canadian side of the
boundary line, though good placers, pos-

sibly as good as those of the Klondike,
exist on the American side of the line.
Beginning at the Arctic ocean, the
boundary line runs due soutn along the
141st meridian as far as Mt. St. Elias,
10 marine leagues from the Pacific,
whence it follows the coast line, pre-
serving a distance of 10 marine leagues
from it, in a southeasterly direction to
the latitude of 54 degrees and 40 min-

utes, which becomes the southern limit.
All east of that line belongs to Can-

ada, part being in the Northwest Ter-

ritory and part in the province of Brit-
ish Columbia, the dividing line run
Ding east and west across both lakes
Bennett and Teslin. The present gold
discoveries are all north of the British
Columbia line, but no one oan tell
what may be revealed in the future.

That portion west of the boundary
line and belonging to the United States
constitutes Alaska pioper, and contains
a total area of 617,703 square miles, of
which 37,596 square miles consist of
islands along the coast. It is only on
these islands and a narrow strip of the
adjacent mainland that settlements
have been' made and industries de-

veloped, except the gradual development
of gold placers along the Yukon, ending
with the recent startling discoveries.
The towns of Alaska consist of but half
a dozen of any prominence, besides the
new places on the Yukon. They, are
Sitka, the capital, Juneau, Wrangel,
New Metlakahtla, Kodiak and Dutch
Harbor. Sitka is on Baranoff island,
off the southeast coast, and has a popu-
lation of about 500. Juneau is on the
mainland, about 100 miles further
north. It is the chief commercial city
and during the winter season its popu-
lation exceeds 3,000. New Metlakahtla
is a mission and trading point near the
southern extremity, and Wrangel is a
trading point on the coast at the mouth
of Stickeen river. Kodiak is on the
island of the same name south of the
Alaskan peninsula, and is the seat of
the salmon packing industry. Dutch
Harbor is on the island of Unalaeka, one
of the Aleutian group, where vessels
pass from the Pacific into Bebring sea.

Alaska is a region of mountains,
there being no great valleys nor plains.
Along the coast a high range of moun-
tains rises almost abruptly from the
water's edge. deeply indented with long
arms of the sea. These present a series
of Alpine peaks of the most picturesque
description, the highest being the Fair-weath- er

alps, exceeding 15,000 feet,
St. Elias and Logan exceeding 18,000
feet, and Wrangel, further to the north-
west, said to be still higher. Down
the canyons of these coast mountains
many tremendous living glaciers flow
steadily to the ocean, filling the bays
and inlets with great masses of floating
ice. Beyond this coast range the moun-
tains are lower, but almost continuous
as far north as the Arctic, and as far
east as the great plains of Mackenzie
river region. Yet there are many fine
mountain valleys, with occasional
stretches of rolling table land, in sum-
mer time brilliant with a carpet of
grass, mosses and flowers.

The coast mountains divide the cli-

mate of Alaska into two distinct
classes. A branch of the warm Japan
current skirts the coast, its influence
modifying the climate of the islands
and adjacent mainland. The average
temperature for July at Sitka is but
65 degrees, while the mean winter tem-

perature is as high as 83 degrees. This
is the most equable olimate in the
United States. The same causes pro-
duce copious rains or continuous driz-- !
ales, there being but an average of 66
clear days in a year. Across the sum-n- it

of the coast range conditions are

A Resume of Events in the
Northwest

EVIDENCE OF STEADY GROWTH

Mews Qataerea la All tha Tawu of
Oar Kelghberias; Btatee leaareee--
aaeat la All ladaatrlaa Oraa-M- .

Willamette valley fall-sow- n grain is
musing nne.

Several Oregon towns report "not a
vacant nouse."

ine late storm was the severest
known in many years in Clatsop countv

Last week five carloads of wheat and
five carloads of wood were shipped from
&neruian, in xamnni county.

A Med ford man has sold 10 carloads
of Ben Davis apples to a New York
firm for 75 cents a box, f. o. b.

A Buck Hollow rancher raised $300
worth oi silver-ski- n onions on one acre
of land in Sherman county this year,
and sold the orop for cash.

The run ot steelhend salmon in Coos
bay has commenced. Quite a number
were brought from Coos river to Marsh-fiel- d

last week, and were Bold for 50
cents each.

Three steamers now ply between Ya-qui-

and San Francisco, the Presi-
dent, Truckee and Scotia. The latter
carries only stone, while the others
carry all kinds of freight.

The financial condition of Grant
county shows some improvement.
Treasurer Hazeltine has funds on hand
for the redemption of outstanding war-

rants bearing date of registration prior
to January 24, 1891.

State Treasurer Metchan's account
with the several counties of the state
shows that Baker, Benton, Columbia,
Coos, Curry, Grant, Jackson, Klamath,
Lincoln, Umatilla and Wallowa have
paid their taxes and interest in full for
1896.

A Grant county paper says more
wheat has been threshed in the sur-

rounding country this year thnn ever
before, and that enough of it will be
ground into flour to supply Grant coun-
ty with flour until next season. Usual-

ly it has been necessary to bring in flour.
The apple crop on Burnt river is re-

ported to be three times that of last
year and of good quality. The price,
also, shows a very material advance
over last year's. Last season's yield
brought 40 cents a box, which this year
has advanced to 75 cents, nearly double.

Both dwelling and business houses
are needed in Vale, Malheur county,
says the Advocate. Every available
room in town is occupied, and the
great demand for more is increasing
daily, Little three and four loom cot-th- at

tages can be built at a cost not
to exceed $200 each will bring from $5
to $8 a month rent

Samples of Eastern oysters that were
planted in Yaquina bay have been on
exhibition in Newport. The oysters
have increased very much in size, and
have improved much in flavor, oyster
experts say, but whether or not spawn
discovered on mussel shells and other
objects near them is the product of the
foreign or native oyster cannot yet ne
determined. Samples were sent East
two weeks ago for settling this point,
but no report has yet been received.

Washington.
There is a good demand for logs on

Gray's harbor.
The lumber shipments from Wash

ington in October by rail were 750
cars.

The shingle shipments from Wash
ington in October were 1,866 cars, or
298,560,000 shinlges, notwithstanding
the car shortage and drop in prices.

A Gray's harbor fisherman says that
the falling-of- f of the catch in silverside
salmon there this season is fully 50

per cent The pack of the cannery at
Aberdeen is only 10,000 cases, against
21,000 last year. The new hatchery
on the Cbehalis river will, it is expect-
ed, check this diminution in supply and
restore the industry.

Washington has a law against alien
ownership of land in that state. A
Scotch company is desirous of building
a beet-sug- ar factory near Spokane, and
this law stands in the way. There is a
case in the supreme court of Washing-
ton at the present time which will de-

termine whether the law is constitu-
tional or not, or whether aliens can
own land in the state or not.

By tbe breaking of a sheer boom at
St anwood, in Snohomish county, the
other day, between 5,0u0,000 and

feet of logs went out into the
Sound, and that of this amount prob-
ably 500,000 feet will go out to sea
through Deception pass. The boom
company expects to be able to save all
except those carried out to sea by the
tides. '

The state auditor has had printed in
pamphlet form the opinions of the at- -'

torney-gener- relative to revenue and
taxation. These pamphlets will be for-

warded to the different county treas-
urers throughout the state. So many
inquiries were received by tbe state
auditor relative to the construction of
the revenue law that this step was
deemed advisable.

The famous Ruby creek, over which
there was so much exictement 15 years
ago, promises to furnish the state with
another rich district. A resident of
Burlington was in Mount Vernon last
week and brought with him and sold to
the bank a little over $1,000 in coarse
gold taken out of placer claims on Can-

yon creek, a branch of Ruby creek.
W. A. Wood in and others, who were

contemplating building a shingle mill
n Fairhaven, have changed their

blinds, and will put up a salmon can-
nery w.ith a capacity of 20,000 cases.

and Korway. The object will ha to
reach Cape Adairi and proceed to the
South Pole on Snowshoes. The party
will include several scientific men.
Herr Borohgrdevlnck will go to Norway
at Christmas, and, with somo Nor-
wegian friends, practice snow-sho- e run-nin-

HOW , TO FIND OUT,

Fill a bottle or common glass with
urine and let it stand 24 hours; a sedi-
ment or settling indicates an unhealthy
condition of the kidneys. When urino
stains linen it is evidence of kidney
trouble. Too frequent desire to urinate,
or pain in the back is also convincing
proof that the kidneys and bladder are
out of order. ,

WHAT TO DO.
There is comfort In the knowledge so

often expressed, that Dr. Kilmer's
Swamp-Hoot- , the great kidney remedy,
fulfills every wish in relieving pain in
the back, kidneys, liver, bladder and
every part of the urinary passages. It
oorrects inability to hold urine and
scalding pain in passing it, or bad
effects following use of liquor, wine or
beer, and overcomes that unpleasant
necessity of being oompellod to get up
many times during the night to urinate.
The mild und the extraordinary effect
of Swamp-Hoo- t is soon realized. It
stands the highest for its wonder-
ful oures of the most distressing cases.
If you need a medicine you should
have the best. Sold by druggists, price
fifty cents and one dollar. Ho remark-
ably successful hits Swamp-Hoo- t been
that if you wish' to prove its great
merit, you may lmvo a sample bottle
and pamphlet both sent free by mail.
Mention this paper and send your ad-

dress to Dr. Kilmer & Co., Bingham-
ton, N. Y. The proprietors of this
paper guarantee the genuineness of this
offer.

Renaatlunal Predictions.
O'd Moore's almanac, which won

notoriety the past year by predicting
the Paris fire, predicts for 1808 a tcr-ribl- o

civil war in the United States,
the death of the caur and the kidnap-
ping of the young king of Spain, and
that about the second week of Novem-
ber of that year communication will be
opened up with Mars.

"King Hnlninon'e Treasure," only A phrodlalacalTonic known. Dictionary.) vi a ho, a
weeks' treatment. Mason t heuilcal Co., I. O. Hoi

, I'hilailrlpbie, Ps.

The Century Magaslne fur 1B8.
The Century Magazine, with its No-

vember number, enters its twenty-sevent- h

year. During its long exist-
ence, by reason of its many notable
successes, it has won an assured and
commanding position. During the
coming year The Century will maintain
its exceptional position as a magazine
of entertainment and as a leader in art
and thought.

Its pictorial features will bo notable,
and it will command the services of the
foremost artists, illustrators and en-

gravers of this country and of Europe
Nothing like a complete announce-

ment of its literary features can be at-

tempted now. Dr. Weir Mitchell,
whose novel of tha American Revolu-
tion, "Hugh Wynne," is the great stic-oe- ss

of the year, has written a new
story for the present volume. It bears
the piquant title: "The Adventures
of Francois: Foundlina. Adventurer.
Juggler and Fencing-Maste- r during the
French devolution." The tale is full
of romance and adventure. Mrs. Bur-
ton Harrison contributes a new novel
of New York life, called "Good Ameri-
cans," in which contemporaneous social
types and tendencies are brightly mir-
rored and described.

There will be a group of clever stories
about horses and people who liko
horses, under the general titlo of "Gal-
lops." "A Woman's Kerainescencesof
the French Intervention in Mexico"
will be givon in a sies of graphic and
highly picturesque papers by Mrs. Cor-
nelius Stevenson. Further contribu-
tions to. the interesting series of
"Heroes of Peace" will be made by
Jacob A. Riis, Gustav Kobbe, Elizabeth
Stuart Phelps Ward, and others.

For the benefit of readers of The
Century an unusual combination offer
is made for this year. There has been
issued "The Century Gallery of One
Hundred Portraits," made up of the
finest engravings that have appeared in
the magazine, and representing a total
expenditure of nearly $30,000. These
are printed on heavy plate paper, with
wide margins, like proofs. The retsil
price of tbo gullery is $7.50, but this
year it will be sold only in connection
with a subscription to The Century,
the price of the two together being
16.60.

Fiao's Cure for Consumption Is our onlymedicine fur coughs and colds. Mrs. ('.
Beltz, 430 8th ave., Denver, Col., Nov. 8, '06.

The earth probably receives about
one part of
the total radiation of the sun's rays.
Try Schilling's Beat tea and baking powder.

The production of India rubber in
Mexico is attracting attention, and the
samples which have been exhibited are
said to be of fine quality.

American

Type
Founders We

.

Company Cor.

The mean temperature of the interior
during the summer months is 60 to 70
degrees, there being many very warm
days. The Yukon region, being so far
north, has the long summer days and
long winter nights of that latitude,
though, being south of the Arctic cir-
cle, it just misses the continuous day
and continuous night of the Arctio
summer and winter.

Aside from gold, the chief resources
of Alaska are timber, fish and

animals, including the famous fur
seals which are giving the United
States, Great Britain, Russia and Ja-

pan so much trouble. Salmon are
plentiful in all the streams of the
islands and mainland, and millions rre
annually packed for market. Halibut
and cod, herring and smelt, or ooln-cho- n,

abound and have become of great
commercial importance. The seal and
sea otter in the water, and the fox,
bear, lynx, otter, beaver, etc., on land,
contribute thousands of their skins an-

nually to the world's fur supply. The
fur trade is, handled by the Alaska
Commercial Company and the North-
west Trading and Transportation Com-

pany, both of which have headquarters
on St. Michaels island, near the mouth
of the Yukon, while the Hudson's Bay
Company operates on the Canadian
side of the line.

Coal and coal oil have both been
discovered and may be of future value.
The timber of the coast and islands
grows very large, owing to the humid
atmosphere. It is chiefly cedar, spruce
and hemlock. It has been little used
thus far, though several small mills
have cut it for local purposes. The
timber of the interior is much smaller,
and is found only along the lakes and
water courses. It is chiefly spruce.
alder, Cottonwood and willow. Several
small mills have been taken in for cut
ling wis umoer. Agriculture is as
yet an experiment, but little having
Djen attempted. Conditions on the
islands are favorable for grass and such
vegetables and cereals as mature quick
ly. i,ven along the Yukon region
summer vegetables may be grown and
possibly wheat A few years will show
what can be done in agriculture and
stock raising.

The great interest in Alaska at the
present time centers in the Yukon
placers on both sides of the boundary
line. Prospecting on the Yukon began
in 1881. In the fall of 1883 the
first gold was brought to Juneau from
the interior. The next year 800 men
crossed the mountains and the number
of miners steadily inoreased each year.
The first work was on Stewart river and
then Big Salmon, both in Canada. In
1888 the Forty-Mil- e creek placers, also
in Canada, were discovered, and the
next year the famous Franklin gulch,
on the same stream. In 1892 the Miller
creek diggings were found, also a tribu
tary of Forty-Mil- e, and on the Cana
dian side of the line. The next year
there was a large influx of miners, fully
300 working in the Forty-Mil- e district.

In 1893 the first important discover
les on tbe American side of the line
were made on Birch creek, and the
town of Circle City, now having 600 log
nouses, was started on the Yukon as a
supply point. The next year over
$400,000 were taken out along Birch
creek and Forty-Mil- e. In 1895 Eagle
and Porcupine creeks began to produce
in the Birch creek district. The total
output of that year exceeded $700,000.
In August, 1896, it was reported at
Forty-Mil- e and Circle City that won-

derfully rich placers had been discov-
ered on the Klondike, a small tributary
of the Yukon entering that river about
60 miles southeast of the international
boundary and on Canadian territory.
There was a great rush to the new digg-

ings,-the older ones being nearly de-

serted. In a few days $1,000 were
taken out on Bonanza creek, a tributary
of the Klondike. By January 1, 1897,
400 claims had been located on Bonanza
and Eldorado creeks, and 200 on Hunker
creek, and later many others on Bear,
Gold Bottom an 1 oreeka
and their tributaries. Fully $1,400,-00- 0

were taken from the Yukon placers
in 1896.

It was not so much the amount of
gold brought out by the first steamer to
come down last summer, as the news
that this was the result of but a little
work in a few claims only, and that
there would have been many times as
much had the hundreds of other claims
been worked in time to send the gold
out, which caused the excitement The
method of working these mines is to
sink a shaft into tbe frozen ground in
winter, taking out the rich gravel near
bed-roc- k and piling it up to be washed
out when the watei runs in summer
time. For this reason the gold washed
out last summer could not be sent
away, and will not be brought down
until next July, when it is expected
that several millions of dollars will
come ont as the result of the first year's
work along the Klondike. The com-
mercial point for the Klondike district
is the new town of Dawson City, situ-
ated on tbe Yukon just below the
mouth of the Klondike and reached by
river steamers.

The Yukon gold fields extend for a
thousand miles along the stream, with
a width of 500 miles. In this vast area
there are hundreds of streams and
gulches, offering ample room for the
thousands of gold seekers to prospect for
new digginjs. The new discoveries re
ported this year are on Dominion creek
and on tbe tributaries of tbe Stewart
river, on the Canadian side, and on
Munnook creek and its tributaries on
the Alaska side, near the mouth of the
latter tbe new town of Rampart City
having sprung up.
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