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CHAPTER Xi—(Contlnued),

The precautlon was Justified. On
the most dreaded angle of the course
came the weoll-known explosion, tm.
medintely followed by a second from
the opposite wheel, the Mereury top
pled perllously

Floyd was leaning over the back, un-
strapping the extro tlres, befars Stan
ton had brought the car to 4 standsti]l
The two men were out on the ground
togather, dragging forth tools tUnped
ahout hy pushivg, exclalming specta-
tors, they worked with guleck precision,
wnsting time In Dust
wrapped, two bLlg cars sped by them,
the rod one honglng doggedly at the
flimk of the white

“George thinks he's winnin'” Msped
Floyd mockingly. “But he lsn't goln®
to; we nre.”

Stanton wna on his Toet again,

“In with the tools,” he directed,
with brevity

But the bloe-blpck eyes and gray
exchanged one pimiling glance before
the Mercury sprang forward

The race began its third hour, as
Btanton sturted out (o regidn hie lost
Jead. It was noon, a duzzling, breath.
less noon of axure and gold, Down
past the grand:stand with its heaving
expanse of color and movement they
awept agaln, the Jovous applause com
Ing to themn acrosas the roar of thelr
own motar, and on between the walls
of people Into the quleter back stretch
in pursult of thelr rivals

There wns n bhridge,
neross noshllow run

ne (RTer: ch.

back there,
ing brook shut In

by & strip of autuma-tinied woodland.
*Oar shead!” Floyd orled suddenly,
a8 they rushed around s ourve and
bore down on the e 1, "Look out
Stanton
In the center of the bridge was A
reeling, stageoring cur, coming to

halt and streiving to wmalntain e equls
IWrium mennwhile. The chaln had
hrokon looge, Its driver ufterward ex
Matned, and was lnalilng the under
mechanfsm (o sernp u
Inte to stop his own machine, Stanton
took the only c¢hance of saving any of
the four llves and trlgd to twist past

the other cur on the narrow bridge
Only & master<driver wonld have at
tempted the feat. Stanton carried It
to the verge of sucooss They were

when the edge of
under the

nlong slde, passing
the woolen brldge
double straln
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slim arm crossed by the rigzag scar
gained at Lowell He looked wvery
young and straogely grave, as the sun.
light and trecshadows fllckered back
and forth scross hls colorless face and
ehining bronze waves of hair.
“Floyd,"” Stanton articulsted hoarse-
"Floyd!™

The brook gurgled cheerfully, a be
lated oriole flashed past & streak of
flame. Stanton's bhead sank back
| down agalnst hia mechaniclan's inert
| hand, and the world fell out of knowl
eldge,

Iy

CHAPTER X1l.
Jesa,

It was two weeks later when Ralph
Stanton first reopencd consclious eyes,
this time upon the Ymms @ drear!-
ness of a hospital room, A linen-clad
nurse stood besldé him, and at the
foot of the bed was a gentleman un-
mistakably medical

“Better, Mr. Stantou? querfed the
Intter, breezily professional

"Floyd?" Stanton whispered,
diMculty. “"Where Is Jes Floyd?™

The dootor surveyed him oddly, hes-
Itating. But the nurse stooped over
bhim, her expression altering to impul-
sive compaseion

“Well, very well"” she ssgured hastl-
lv. “Jes Floyd has gone home. Try
to rest: try not to think of things*

He lind kvpown the truth before he
asked the stlon Stunton quletly
turned his facs to the wall and faint-
ed, belng very weak.

In bis next consclous Interval, be
put another d nd,

"Miss Floyd Bhe 15 allve?™

"*Yee, oh yes," the nurse heartlly af-

with

firmed., “Yes, Indeed.”
Ounce more Stuoton turned to the
winll, Jesslea had not died when Jes

did, then, according to her prediction;
the tle of kinship hid not held so far.
She was in the Httle npartment, nlone,
Later In the night his steady, sllent
gaze drew the nttendant to his glde,

“Whit Is 1t?7 You are suffering
more?"

“Ask her to stop slnging” he
begred. “It wasn't my fault. Ask her
to stop."

The nurée took a gings from the
table

“There 18 no one singing, Mr. Btan-
lon, no ono at all, Driok this®

“No one? Not out there in the
dnrk?"

“Not

Ho averted hils gase, and remalned
mute, unprotesting. After that he
never lost memaory iu.‘,illll'. not evel
In eleep, for he dreamed. Day and
night, hour after hour, Jesslea's mo-

nelonous song beat through bis slck
brain.

“Oft, In the stilly nlght—*

Hig nlghts were not wtill, always
when he ocloged hls eves he heard
sotie ote sobbing, Jessien Floyd woeop
lug for her brother.

| 1sm

Epongibliity in that matter. May I ask
where you are going?™

Before the spoken name Stanton
winced, but steadily met the other's
Inguisitive eyes.

“To Miss Floyd,"” he responded.

The doctor held out a hearty hand.

“Good, I was sure of {t! A patient
shows & lot of kis character to his
physician, Good luck to you—all
kinds.”

How did he know of unprotected Jes-
flca Floyd? Stanton wearlly pondered
the question as he descended to the
carriage. Or rather, how did he know
of Stanton's feellng of responsibility
toward her? The mechaniclan was
supposed to take his chance with the
driver. Perhaps delirium had revealed
the close bond of friendship between
Floyd and himself,

At the rallroad statlon, a tall young

man approached him, as the train
whistled In the distance.
“My name s Richards™ he an-

nounced d{Mdently. “You'rsa hardly
on your feet yet, Mr. Stanton; if there
Is anything 1 ecan do for you on the
trip into the city, I'd be glad.”

Stanton surveyed him with blank
non-recognition.

“You don't remember me?" the
yvoung man tried sgain, "Have you

forgotten the cub reporter who ftal-
lowed you on the afternoon you were
arrested for speeding your machine in
Pglham Parkway? You let your com-
panion give me the story."

Stanton put out his hand, the polga-
ant memory unsndurable.

“Yes, yes. What of 117"

“It gave me my start, It meant a
big Wle for me; and [ didn't forget it
I made the aecounts of the accldent at
the Cup race ns oasy for Miss Floyd
na [ eould, when they came out, There
was bound to be some seusational-
"

“Thank you,” Stanton made brief no-
knowledgment. “There ls pothing that
you can do for me."

The train was hisslng at the plat-
form, but the reporter pursued him a
step farther.

“You, you'll look after Miss Floyd,
Mr. Stanton? That's square?"’

The driver turned an amazed resent-
ful glance upon his questioner, his
hand on the rall. Put., hardly aware
why, he answered, however glnelally.

“Yeu, sir.”

The reporter heamed at him, radiant,

“I knew 1t he ecalled, above the
ronr and clang of the starting traln.
“1 knew {t was all right”

A dull gray sky arched nbove a
snow-patched landscape, flurries of
snow were In the harsh alr. Stanton

ant with unseelng eyes directed out |

the window, chin in hand, much as he

had found Floyd sitting in the west-|
bound train the night they started for | moulded depth.

Indianapolls. September sunlight, Oc-
tober erilmson and gold, all gone.

A delicate frngrance drifted around
him, there was the froufrou of soft
garments ng some one took the sest

Stanton Surveyed Him With Blank Non-Recognitien,

flooring, & shudder hh Mut gradually the last traces of do-|
“Jump!™ Staut ited Hrium faded oun Slowly his superb
command to Floy s thay » health reane o1 and
The conl wals apped s | brought Stuntor munl 1fe.
fingers, trickled revivingly The fraciure koit. the other
intolerably palnful s lujurles bealed
a Jovous volee as It pa He never &
Blowly, with Infinlte « ond tlmae
dragged himself 1 to him. The head of the CuUry
art, the untnjuted Company came out from New York to
see; (bhat was the U I see him and express condinl sympathy
braln and heart, to seo, 1L seom George. who had » Taplex to
Nim years ago that the Merour victory alter wreck,
gone off the bridge, yet he kne came to visit han once, &
time could be mom #ince a1} € n did the
ambulance bad not come and he w driver of the machlne c
still here who owned Lis own e
His | wns clearing Yes sol  fea ' snd
there, half In the dalnty brook, half a - ™
on the green bank, lay the heap of e
bent and ken metal that had been | Mlovidl, There wis a curiow \straint
the Mercury raclog car. And beside  that marked them all an air of wateh
"— fully keep upen s=ome sub
When he drove back the falntness ' ject cons { In their minds
that blackotied the Lright noon, Star Stanton loo through and
ton began to drag his paleracked | through wit - biue-black
body tov 1 what lay Deslde the Mer- | eves, and asked
cury Movement hurt, hurt unbear It was two ore he could
ably, yet was 0 iess & h than | leave the hosplial - bkad shut
thought For he ktew, kvoew the in, raw and bleak fizxed for
mechaniclan seldom escapes. his departure, the d ngered in
Floyd lar pear the machine un- |bldding him good-by
marred to cutward view excopt forf a ‘'l have not wanted you to be wor

eut over his templs 1 a staln of blood
on Mis Mpe  His mask and oap were
gone, one hand was fung out, palm up-
ward, and the toru sleeve laft bare the

Stantomn,” sa!d bruskly,
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Stanton looked up,
Carlisle opposite, her
falruess framed in vel
vets and furs, her amber eves regard
lng him from beneath the shadow of
her wide plumed hat
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U. 8. Dentistry Abroad.

“An American at bome, with o
without toothache, s not much affect
ed by the sign, ‘Palnless Dentistry,
but at sight of It In & forelgn land he
thrills pleasurably,” a traveler sald
“its lure is not professional Every
tooth in his head may be perfectly
it stranded and homesick
he welcomes that #!gn  because al
ver Europe It Is a sure |ndlcatiorn
bat somawhere In the nelghborhood
lUves a citizen of the United States
From the northernmost towns of Nor
war and Sweden to the boundaries ol
Sahara the words ‘Palnless dentlstry

sound, vet

are llkely to hit you lo the eye at the
most unexpected turning. Usualiy
they are followed or precsded by

"American’ but that qualifying term
is entirely unnecessary.™

Increased Honors
Farmer Judkinos (with newspaper)—
Wall, T swan! how that boy of S Fax
en's Is gittin" along. Llast year he

it. But from the | Was made a furrin’ ambdassador, an 3
t question was ‘Jes | 00W, by cricker, the paper says be's | chased a fully suthenticated *‘Rubens

I tmagine you feel some re | Persoza nou grata

JURY FINDS FRAUD,

Government Badly Cheated in Coal
Deals, Says Verdict.

Tecoma— Enteiling a possible max-
imum penalty of two yeara' imprison-
ment and a fine not to exceaed §10,000,
the jury in the Federal court, that has
heard the evidenee adduced against
John H, Bullock and Charles E. Hous-
ton, charged with conspiracy to de-
fraud the government, returned s ver-
dict of guilty. The jury had been out
18 hours.

Ex-United States Sepator S, H.
Piles, one of the attorneys for the de-
fendants, was given until December
7 to file a bill of exceptions. Novem-
ber 9 was set by United States Judge
Cushman as the date for passing sen-
tence,

The trial of Bullock and Houston
pecupied three weeks, and followed an
exhaustive investigation by the de-
partment of justice that resulted in
indietments last spring. Bullock,
secratary of the John J. Sesnon com-
pany; Houston, as manager of the
Pacifie Coast company, and Captain
D. J. Jarvis, who committed suicide
severul years ago, were accused of
having eonspired to boost the price of
coal furnished Alaskan forts, while
ostensibly competing. It was shown
in the trial that coal was sold to the
government at §27 s ton at a time
when it was being sold to private
corporations at $12 and §14. The de-
fense sought to show that this was
due to the added risks that contractors
bore in dealing with the government,

Other evidence was iIntroduced
which B, D, Townsend, special prose-
cutor, contended proved that the de-
fendants made thousands of dollars in
personal ‘‘rakeoffs’’ on (these con-
tracts. About £50,000 in all, it was
alleged, was thus fraudulently ob-
tained,

BIG CANAL LINER READY.

Minnesotan to Go On Hawaiian Run
and North Pacific,

Seattle — Representatives of the
Amercian-Hawanilan Steamship com-
pany in Seattle have been ndvised that
the steamship Minnesotan, the first of
the eight big freight and passenger
liners ordered from the Marviand Steel
company, Sparrow Point, Md., has
been completed and is rendy for ser-
vice., The Minnesotan was launched
June 8 and given her builders' trial
September 10, She is a vessel of 9450
tons dend weight cargo capacity, 415
feet 2 inches in length between per-
pendiculars, 53 feet 6 inches beam,
The Minnesotan has
a draft of 28 feet snd can maintain a
speed of 12 knots an hour,

The placing of an order for eight
gteamshipa by one company is unpre-
cendented in the history of American
ship building. The vessels are being
built in preparation for the additional
traffic which is expected to follow the
opening of the Panama canal, They
are similur in design and econstruction
to the steamships Kentuckian and
Geargian, now in the Atlantic service
of the American-Hawaiian SteamsHip
COmpany.

The route on which these vesgels are
to be placed is from New York to San
Francisco, the Hawaiian Islands, Port-
land and Puget Sound ports by way of
the canal,

Wild Dogs Raid Ranches,

Oroville, Cal.—A pack of 20 wild
dogs, led by a huge collie, is. with in-
| erensing boldness, making daily raids
on farms near Thermalito, The dogs
have shown great cunning, and efforts
to kill them have resulted in captur-
ing only ome. The floodsof 1507,
when the Feather river reached the
highest stage ever recorded, ia respon-
sible for the marauders, whose nucleus
was a few tame dogs that were ma-
rooned on an island of driftwood.
| When the waters receded the dogs
burrowed into the debris and refused
do return to domesticity.

Britain Ponders on Canal.

London—'*The whole matter of the
Panuma Canal bill, together with the
views of the legal advisers to the
British Crown on the subject, is under
consideration by the ecabinet,”" was
the reply of Sir Edward Grey, to a
question in the house of commons. In
reply to a question by Arthur Lee as
| to whether Great Britain would post-
pone its representations until after
the presidential election, Sir Edward
Grey said that it would require consid-
erable time, but was pot dependent on
internal affairs of the United States.

Hat Offerings illegal?

New York—Leaders of the various
politieal parties here will consult at-
torneys this week as to the legality
of the practice of passing the hat at
political meetings without making
notes of the names of the contribu-
tors. It was charged that the prae-
tice is & violation of the gstate elee-
tion laws. The custom of passing
the hat st politieal gatherings was
gtarted by the Socialista,

Fraud Has Many Sides,

San Francisco—William H. Hoburg,
sesjstant weigher of customs of the
Port of San Francisco, was trapped by
castoms officials in the act of receiv-
ing 81000 from a Chinege in psyment
for 50 opium tins filled with axle
grease and confessed that he had been
regularly engaged in filling five-tael
Lopium tins with axle grease and sell-
ing them to Chinese as contraband
opiom.

Priceless Treasure Discovered.

Antwerp — H. Van Slochem, of
New York, bas discovered and pur-

Holy Family'' painting. The picture

in considered by the most competent
authorities o be a priceless work.

LINN TIMBER ALL SAFE.

No Forest Fires Occurred in County
This Summer.

Albany—For the first time in more
than a quarter of & century Linn
county has passed through a summer
without a forest fire.

Though this was partially due to
heayy rains the system of protection
established by the new fire patrol
association ia credited also for this
record. This association was formad
last spring by the owners of timber
land in Linn county and established a
complete patrol system.

John Marrs, chief fire warden, had
21 patrolmen and lookouts and a sys-
tem of telephone lines connecting all
of the lookout stations with his head-
quarters &t Lacomb.  Hesides main-
taining this system, 86 miles of new
trails were built this year, and 60
miles of telephone lines were estab-
lished through the timber, They also
repaired 100 miles of old telephone
lines, All of this work has been done
in addition to that sccomplished by
the government forest service.

This protection eost the timber own-
ers 8 cents an acre. Heretofore enach
timber company or owner of large
holdings has maintained his own rang-
ers and there was no definite system
of co-operation. With all united the
fire protection has been placed on an
eflicient system.

VALE PROJECT ON SOON,

Bully Creek Irrigation Work Has
Sufficient Funds.

Vale—Word has just been received
here that avuilable funds have been
secured from Eastern concerns saffi-
cient to construct the Bully Creek ir-
rigation project, which has been hang-
ing fire for several montha. This
news comes from D, M, Brogan, who
is now in the East and to whose un-
tiring efforts this project has been
made possible. Mr, Rigby, of this
place, who is connected with Mr, Bro-
gan in this enterprise, left for Boise
to let the contract to parties there.
Work will begin as soon as posaible,

This bit of news, while the details
are not yet fully known, has caused
much interest here. The dam will be
constructed in the eanyon sbout two
miles above the town of Westfall, and
the reservoir, when completed, will
furnish water for fabout 40,000 acres
of now arid land, all of which isin
the immediate vicinity of Vale,
Twenty thousand acres have been
signed up for water. This enterprise,
in connection with the railroad work,
will make Vale one of the busiest
centers in Eastern Oregon.

LOGGING ROAD NEAR READY,

Rail Line for Crossett Timber Com-
pany Presages Activity.

Astoria—C. L. Houston,, who has
the contract for building about five
miles of railroad for the Big Creek
Logging company, leading from tide
water to Knappa to the Crogsett Tim-
ber company's holdings, expects to
have the road completed in about two
weeks. The company has established
ita eamps and hus a force of men at
work felling and ecutting timber 8o
that it will be ready to commence
havling logs in about another month,

The Big Creek Logging company is
a subsidiary of the Crossett company,
and the latter owns approximately
2,500,000,000 feet of standing timber
in that district, sufficient to keep its
camp running for 50 years and still
take out 50,000,000 feet of logs an-
nually. This timber tract is among
the largest and most valuable individ-
unl holdings of the kind in the state.

Line Wants Orders Modified.

Salem—The Sumpter Valley Rail-
rond company, which filed an injune-
tion suit to restrain the railroad com-
mission from enforeing its recent or-
der reducing the passenger and freight
tariffs on its road, also filed with the
state railroad commigsion a petition to
have the commission’s order modified.
Where the commission ordered the use
of the Spaulding =cale in measuring
lumber, the company asks for permis-
gion to vse the Scribner scale, saying
this latter is the one in common use
along its rond. It also asks to have
the rate on logs fixed by weight in-
stead of measurement,

Many Fish Distributed.

Oregon City—S. 8. Mohler, of this
city, who left here in May, and who
has been distributing 110,000 fish in
90 different lakes, for the govern-
ment, returned to his home in this
city. Mr. Mohler’s trip was very suc-
cessful, only a few of the fish having
perished on the trip. One trip cov-
ered over 60 miles, and only five of
the fish were dead when the destins-
| tion was reached. The work has been
| very satisfactory to the government.
Although hardships were encountered,
the trip was made without mishap.

Grange Defines Stand.

La Grande— Indorsement of the so-
called majority amendment to the con-
| stitution, to be voted on at the No-
vember election, was given by Blue
Mountain Grange No, 345, at itz last
meeting. The grange unanimously
adopted the resolution, in which it
| beld that the present excessive use of
the initistive is itz worst enemy and
expressed the belief that a remedy
lies in the proposed measure, making
| necessary & majority vote of all elec-
tors at any election to change the con-
| stitution.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AND
PROGRESS OF OUR HOME STATE

HOOD RIVER HAS REPUTATION

Apples Bring Together People From
Many Lands.

Hood River—Seven men sat in the
reading room of the Commercial elub
the other evening. One laid down his
paper, then another, until the seven
were engaged in conversastion. Nat-
urally the talk turped to apples, and
then to orchards. Four of the men
were unacquainted with any of the
others. Names followed, then ad-
dresses, The four men were strang-
ers and hailed from Groton, Mass, ;
8t. Catherine, Ontario; Mexico City,
and Minneapolis, Minn. This caused
comment that in a little town in Ore-
gon all these men should meet with
one common reason—Hood River ap-
ples and how they do it.

The succeeding conversation brought
up the question: *“‘From how many
different localities will the visitors of
& month come?’ Reference was had
to the visitors' register, and the result
showed visitors registered at the elub
from 46 different towns in 17 states,
and two from outside the country dur-
ing the month of August, September
showed 67 towns in 19 states and four
foreign countries. These are only
those that registered at the club,

FINE CORN GROWN HERE.

Columbia Slough Farmer Has Giant
Stalk on Exhibit,

Portland—John Zoller, retired, who
owns a farm on the Columbia Slough
road a few miles east of this ecity,
brought into town & stalk of corn 14
feet long, which he declared was
grown by John Aeby, tensnt on Mr.
Zoller's ranch,  Planting took ' place
July 16, after the harvesting of a
fodder crop of wheat and vetch from
the same land. Mr, Zoller alao had a
ripe ear of corn ag refutation of the
oft-repeated nssertion that corn will
not ripen in this section of Oregon be-
cause of damp weather,

“This stalk I picked out of a field
of more than 10 aecres,” said Mr.
Zoller, **The height throughout is
from 11 to 14 feet. Last week | paw
an item in The Oregonian about corn
10 or 11 feet high in some portion of
Western Washington, and 1 wanted to
show that it is possible to heat that in
Multnomah county. I shall take this
stalk to the Chamber of Commerce
secretary und give it to him to place
on exhibition for the benefit of strang-
erg,”’

BUYS DAIRY FARM.

Rich Tillamook County Land Brings
Fancy Price,

Tillamook—The Elmore dairy ranch
of 198 acres, considered one of the
finest in Tillamook county, has been
purchased from J. H, Hathaway by B.
N. Sproat, of Washington county, the
consideration being §60,000, The
purchase also includes 60 head of
high-grade Holstein and Jersey cows.
Mr. Hathaway took in exchange the
48-ncre Eldorado apple orchard of Mr.
Sproat at Aloha, Wasghington ecounty,
valued at $20,000 paying the differ-
ence of $30,000 cash for the Tillamook
county farm. The sale as negotiated
by Paul A. McPherson, of Portland.
Mr. McPherson slso sold the Glenn
Johnson place of 160 acres, located
near Hebo, in Tillamook county. The
farm was bought by Mrs. Marshall
for $8500. About 50 acres sre in cul-
tivation, the remainder being pasture
land.

Apple-Growirg Put On Film,

Hood River — Becrotary Scott, of
the Commercial club, has just finished
u three days’ trip through the valley
with a moving picture outfit. All the
different stages of the apple industry
have been photographed, as well as
considerable scenery. Several thou-
sand feet of film have been exposed.
The work iz not finished, however,
ns there are several stages of the in-
dustry that were not in operation at
this time of the year. The work was
started last spring during blossom
week.

Rate Order Not Effective.

Salem—A temporary restraining or-
der enjoining the State Railrond com-
mission from enforcing orders in re-
gard to rates and shipments on the
Sumpter Valley railroad was granted
by Judge Galloway in Cirenit court
here. The commission demurred to
the application for an injunction on
the ground that the order was already
effective.

China Pheasants Released.

Pendleton—Six dozen pairs of China
phessants, six pairs of silver and six
pairs of golden pheasants have been
released in 8 reserve for game con-
sisting of several thousand acres east
of this city, and it is the intention of
the state game commission to liberate
many other varieties. Farmers in

this section have signed ur to keep all
trespassers off the tract.

Panama Resident Makes Inguiry.

Albany— Declaring he wants ‘‘to
get back to God's country where the
thermometer is not always 90 or
above in the shade,"” O. C. Pickel, =
civil and sanitary engineer in the Pan-
sma Canal zone, has written the Al-
bany commercial club for information
regarding this section of the state.

112-Pound Squash on Display.
Albany—A squash welghing 112
pounds is on display in the office of
the Linn & Benton Rea! Estate com-
pany in this city. It was raised by
Fred Arnold, & farmer, residing south-

| west of this city.




