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flush a little at this, but however the
wtolen apples tustod, the twins had no
Ciffieulty In disposing of them, Then,
full almost beyond the polot of com-
fort, they ®lid down the hay chutes,
went out the back way, turnéd the cor-
ner, and came quietly In through the
front door of the parsonnge.

Prudence was In the kitcheén prepar-
ing the evening meal. Fulry was In
the sitting room, busy with her books,
The twins set the table consclentiously,
filed the woodbox, apd In every way
labored Irreprouchably. But Prudence
hnd no word of praise for them that
evening.  She hardly seemed to knoy
they were ahout the place. She went
ubout her work with a pale face, and
never o smile to be seen.

IT WAS A LUSCIOUS APPLE THAT GOT OLD MOTHER
EVE INTO TROUBLE, AND APPLES IT IS THAT MAKE
TROUBLE FOR CONNIE AND THE TWINS.

songregation at Mount Mark, la.

making a milllon questions.

Mr. Starr, a widower Methodist minister, has been assigned to the
He has five daughters, Prudence, the
eldest, who keeps house; Fairy, Carol and Lark, who are twins, and
Constance, Their advent stirs the curlosity of all Mount Mark, and
members of the Ladies’ Aid lose no time in getting mequainted and
Prudence, who is nineteen, has her handa
full with the mischievous twins and Connle, but is moved to defend
them vallantly when some of the good ladies of the congregation sug-
gest that an older woman |s needed to run ths family.

Ili=Continued.
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“Indeed they nre not” crfed Pru-
dence loyally, “They dre young, lvely,
mischievous, I know—und T nm glad of
It. But I have lived with them ever
pince they were born, nod L ought to
koow thein, They are unselfish, they
are sympathetle, they nre nlwnys gen-
prous. They do foolish and frritating
things—hut never things thut nre hote
tul and mean,  They nre wll lght at
heart, and thnt Is all that counts, They
are not bad givls!  Whal have they
done toduny? They wers exnspernting,
and humlilinting, too, but what did they
do that was really meun? They em-
barrassed und wortified mo, but wot
Intentionally ! I con't punish them for
the efect on nle, you know! Would
that be Just or falr? At heart, they
mennt no hnrn”

It must be confessed that there were
many serfous fiuces nmotg the Lodies,
Bome checks were flusheld, some eyes
were downcnst, some lps wore coms
pressed nod sorge were trembling, ke
ery mother there wns nsllbg 1o her
heart, “Did 1 puntsh wy childien Just
for the effoct on me? Did I Juldge my
children by what wis In thelr heoarts,
br just by the trouble they made me?”

And the allence lnsted so long thnt
It became awkward, Dinally Mrs, Pren-
tes erossed the room nod steod by
Prudence’'s side.  She lnld a hond tens
ferly on the young glel's arm, nnd snhl
In & volce that was slightly tremulous

“I belleve you are right, my dear, It
Is whi't glels are at heart that really
counts. I helleve your slsters nre ol
you say they are. And one thing 1 mn
yery sure of—thgy are happy girls to
have a slster so putlent and loving and
Just.  Not all renl mothers hove s
much to thelr crpdit ¥

CHAPTER

CHAPTER IV,

A Becret Boalety.
| Oarol and Laork, In keoping with
thelr twinship, wore the donrest clinnis
and comrades, To them the great,
rumbling Larn bock of the pursonnge
was nomost dellgheral place, Tt had o
blg cowshod on one slde, nnd horde
wtalls on the other, with 0 *henvenly”
baymow over dll, and with “ehutes™ for
the descent of hoy—anil Lwins!

Now the twing hnd n sécrot soclety
of which they wero the founders, the
ofiecrs and o teanbershilp Yody, s
pawme was Skull and Crossbones,  Lark
furnished thie Braln power for the o
gunlantion, Lot her slsted sis an en-
thusiistie pud enorgetle seeond,  Cur-
ol's cluly nimme wos Laily Gwendolyn,
and Lark's wos Sle Alfred Angeleourt
ordinnetly, sithongh subject to fregquent
change, The old born sy stiering
times wfter the coming of the pow pur
sonnge Ty,

“Hurk!  Hark ™ sounded a WMasing
whisper from the eornerih, and Connle,
eavesdropping ontside the barn, sy
ered syopathetiontly.

“What I 16! Oh, what s (t?* walled
the unfortunnte Iy

"Look! Look! Iun for your life!l

Then while Connle elutehed the barn
door tn o freuey, there was o sound of
rattilng corn os the twine serambled
upwanl, o silence, o low thud, nnd an
unromuntie “Ouch " as Carol bumped
ber head and stumbled,

"Are you nssiultedy" shouted the
bold 8ir Alfred, und Connle heard o
wild senille an he rescucd Lis eompat
fon from the clutelies of the old halter
on which she hnd stwmbled, Up the
haymow lndider they hurelod, and then
alid recklessly down the hay ehutes,
Prescolly the born door was Hung
open, and the “soclety” lkapeked Cone
nle fiylng buckward, fun madly nround
the barn o few times, nod sourelisgd i
der the fonce and tute (he chleken
coop,

A lttle Inter Connle, assnlled with
Bhots of corncobs, ran bltterly townrd
the house, “Feeking" wans strietly for
bldden when the twins were engnged
In Bkull and Crossbones netivitien,

And Connle's goul burned with de
Blre.  She felt that this secret socloty
was threstenlng not only hor Tapipis
ness, but mlso ber heslth, for she coutd
not #levp tor hoerdd dreams of Skulls
and Crossboues st night, nmd could not
eat for envylig the twine thels secret
and mysterlons Joys, Wonlly she e
plled to Pradunce, and rocelved assist-
unee,

The afternoon mall Yrought to the
pursounge an envelope addeessed 10
“Misses Carol and Lark Starr, the
Methodist  Parsonnge,  Mount Murk,
Tawu," and In the tower left-land cor
ner was nosuggestive drowing of o
Bkull and Crossbones. The oyes of the
mbichlevous twinsg twinkled with de-
Hght when they saw 1t, and they enr-
ried It to the barn for prompt porusa),
It rend us follows:

Miss Constance Blare humbly und re-
Ll fully craves admittancs into the An.

et and  Honorable Organlention of
Bhull and Crossbones

The twius pondered long on fittlng
peply, und the next sfternoon the post-
g brought a letter for Connle, walt-
ng lmpatiently for It She lad upe
proached (he twins sbout it ot noon
that day.

“Ind you get my applleation?” she
had whispered nervously,

But the twing hnd stared her out of
countengnee, and Connle reallzed that
he ol comltted o geclous brénch of
seeret goclety etlgquette,

Hut bere wos the letter! Her fin-
pers trembled s shie opened 1. It was
decornted lavighly with skulls and
erosshoned, splushed with red lnk, sup-
poseilly blood, nnd wrltten In the same
suggestive color,

Bkull and Chronsbones, great In maorey
and in 1 lon, haa llst gracl-
ourly to the prayer of Constance, the
Heekar.  Hear the will of the Grost Spirit!
I the Beoker will, tor the length of two
wonkn, subimit berself to the will of Biull
nd Crossbones, dhe shadl be admitted n-
to the Anclent and Honorable Order,

The week that followed was a goln
one for the twins of Skoll and Cross-
bones,  Constance swopt their room,
mnde thelr bed, washed thelr dishos,
did thelr chores, nnd In every way bo-
haved a8 o model pledge of the aoclent
and honorable.  The twing were gro-
clous but frme There was no argulog
wnd o fultering:. "It s the will of
Hhull pud Crossbooes that the diunsel
do this," they would sny. And the
dommsal did it

Prudence did pot foel It wik n ense
thut enlled for her loterforonce. 8o
ghe st boek and watehod, while thie
twing told stories, read and frolleked,
ol Constincs did thede dally tasks,

A werk pussed, ten doys, nod twelve,
Then enme n golden Oetobor nftornoon
when the twins sat In the haymow
lovking out upon n mellow world, Con-
stunce wis i the yard, rending o faley
story, The slltuntlon was o tense one,
for the twing were hungry, nnd thoe
wai lienvy on thelr Nnnds,

“The upple treok In Avers's orehnri
nre  Just londed,” salil Lufk.  “Anil
there nre lots on the groand, too. 1
suw thewm when 1 wis oul In the Oold
thin mworning.'

Cural gowed down Into the yard
whete Constniee was nbsorbed 1 her
book, *Constnnee oughin't to rond as
neh s she does,” she argued. “It's
Bu hind for the eyost

“Yes, and what's more, slhiw's booii
getting ot too eusy for the last few
dnys, The tme Is nearly up®

"Thut's s0," sall Lark, “Let's call
her up hore  This was done ut once,
mied the wdortunnte Qonstunee stool
hetore them respecttully, as they hnd
Ingtracted her o stk e twing
hesitiated, eneh secretly  hoplng  the
athie would volee the order, ,But Larck,
s usunl, wes oblged to be the spokes
Inun,

“Immsel,” she sabd, "1t 18 the wil) of
Skl and Crossbones that you e ye
to youder, orchard-—Avery's 1 monn-—
and bring hither some of the golden
npples baskiog o the son®

“What " eJaculnted Connle, startied
ont of her respect.

Cnrol frownel

Connle hnatened to modify her tonw,
"IN they sny you might bhave them?"”
she Tnguired politely,

“Thot coneerns thee not: s for thes
only to render obedionr e orders
of the Soclély. Go oue theough our
Held and sneak under the fenee whers
thee wires aro loose, nod- hurry  back,
We'te awfully hungry, The trees sre
nent the fence, There lsn't any dan-
gert

"Dt ity stenling,
“What will Prudenc

"Drnsdl 1" And Connle turned to
oty with despale In her heart,

“Bring twelve,” Carol ealled after
her, “that'll be four aplece, And hurey,
Connli.  And wee they don't cateh you
While yon've nbont it."

After sho hnd gone the twing lay
buek thgughtfally on the hiy  and
stired at the cobwebby roof nbove
thani in silevce for n while. Sometbing
wis hurtlog thew, but whether it was
thelr fenr of the wrath of Prodence,
or the twinges of tender consclences—
who enn sy

"She's an noearthly long time about
I exclolmed Lark ot last. “Do yon
suppoee they cought hee?

This was an wwial thought, and the
glels were tempornelly suffocatod. Hut
they heard the barn door swipging b
neptl the, andosighed with rellof, 1t
wis Catinle ! She cltmbed the Tadder
slillitully, sod poured bher golden trens-
ure before the arch-tbleves, Skall and
Crossbones,

" objected Conule,

Thete wero olght big.  tewpiing
apples,
“Huom! Eight!™ sald Carol sternly.

“1 sald fwolve”

“You, but I was afrald someons was
eotilng. 1 beard such n nolse throwgh
the grapevines, =0 1 got what 1 eoulid
wid ran for 1t There's three apleco
for you, and two for me” sald Connte,
sitting down soclably beslde thewm oo
the liny.

But Carol rose.  “Damsel, begone,”
she orderod.  “When Skull st Cross-,
hones feast, thow canst not yet share

the festive board. Rise thee, aud
spoeil.”
Connle rose, und walked saberly

toward the Indder, But before she dis-
nppenred ghe frod this parting shot,
“1 don't want nuy of them. Stolen
npples don't teste very good, 1 reckon”

Carol and Lark had the geace to

evening.

nod when least you expect her,

Bupper wns nearly ready when Con.
nlo snuntered in from the barn, After
leaving the haymow, ahe had found a
cogy corner In the cornerlb, with two
heavy laprobes discarded by the twins
in thelr flight from wolves, and had
settled down there to finlsh her story
An she stepped into the kitchen Pru-
dence turned to her with such a sorry,
reproachful gaze that Connle ‘Was
frightencd.

“Are you sk, Prue? she gasped.

Prudence did pot answer, She went
to the door and called Falry, “Flolsh
getting supper, will you, Foiry? And
when you are nll ready, you nnd the
twins go right on eating. Don't wait
for futher—he lso't coming home wotil
Come upstalrs with me, Con-
nie; T want to tulk to you.”

Connle followed her sister soberly,
and the twins flashed at each other
startling and questionlng looks,

The three girls were ot table when
Prudence ¢ame lnto the dinlng room
nlone, She fixed a traysupper quietly
and darrled It off upstales, Then she
came back and sat down by the table.
But ber face bore murks of tenrs, and
ghie had no asppetite. The twins hud
felt small Hking for thelr food before,
now ench mouthful seemed to choke
them. BDut they dured not ask n ques
tlon. They were devoutly thankful
when Fairy finally voleed thelr Interest,

“What Is the mntter? Hos Connle
been In misehief ¥

“It' worse than that,” faltered Pru-
dence, tears rushilong to her eves aguln,

"Why, Prudence ! What In the world
hus she done?” :

“I mny a8 well tell you, 1 suppose—
you'll hive to know It sooner or Inter,
Bhe—went out Into Avery's orchard
und stole some apples thls afternoon.
I wins back In the alley seelng If Mrs.
Moon could do the waslilng, and 1 saw
her from the other shde,  She went

“I Got What | Could and Ran'”

from teee to tree, nnd when she got
through the fence she ran, There's no
tlslnke nbout 1t—she confessed,” The
twing: lpoked up In ngony, but Pru
denee's fuce reagsured them,  Con-
stunce hnd told no tnles, T huve told
her she must spend all of her thme up-
stilrs nlone for o week, tnklng her
wonly there, too, 8he will go to school,
of course, but that Is nll, | want her
to dee the awinlness of it. T told her
I didn't think we wunted to eat with—
o thief—just yet! 1 sold we must get
used to the Iden of 1t flrest. She ls
hieartbroken, but—] must moke her
see "

It you were in Prudence's
place would you turn In and give
Connie and the twina each a
sound epanking--as the most
effective sort of punishment?

(TO BE CONTINUED,)

Pleasure in Well-Doing.

Menstire hng o way of coming Indl-
rectly—where leust you look for her
3 She
lurks In the hupploess of work well
done,  She lHogers In the congclousnesy
of honest bookkeeping with 1fe, and
she alwuys 18 to be found In the joy
of growth and progress, In all these
ways honest pléasure Is to be found,

I'his tsn't meant to be o dull preach-
ment ugninst apything but work, Bt
It does mwedn to soy thet applocss les
In dolng and the confclousness of well
dolng,

Missouri's Lead Output.

The detannd from Europe (o 1S for
lotd to be used for war purposes
consed the ourput of Missourl mines
to break all previous records In the
quantity of lend ore placed on the mar
kot that yeor, the wmwount belng 196,
63 tons in smelted or refined shupe,
which was worth SISUS0.000, or Just
nbout eonough to bulld and equip an
up-to-dute dremdonught for the Unitea
States pavy.

Cane Nearly Century Old.

Wiklom Ao J. Giles of Concord, 2
i, bought » cape In an augtion shop,
some woeks ago, to helpiRim o his
lomeness,  He supposed It was nn or-
dipary cane, but Williawm H. Harels,
when Inspecting It, pulled oft the han-
dihe, and with 1t o steel blade about 18
Inches in length, On the blade was ens
graved the words: “Willlum Mattocks,
June 2, 1532." ;

[as 660 B. O

ISHING with cormomnts I8 not

entirely forelgn to the Euoglish

people, as carly In the seven-

toenth century It was common-
I¥ done in Ol Enginnd, where the
master of cormornnts was-one of the
officers of the roynl houschold. In
this way of fishing has been
merely for economic pur-
it for sporting ones as it was
In England. says Kiyoshi Saknmoto in
an artivie In Country Life. Its orlgin
here dates, Indeed, from ns for buck
that s conclusively
proved by the *uta” composel by. very
early Jopanese poets,  In anelont tines
clvilization  ecnme Into Jupan  from
Chinn, but T think this utillization of
the “fenthered fisliors™ must have been
exported, on the conteary, to {he
middie kingdomy, for there I8 documen-
tary evidence In Chionn to show that 1t
was first practiced there early In the
sixteenth eentury.

In Jupun this practiee hng been sufe-
1y handed down to the prisent day,
protected by the Inw lald down by
Iyeyusu  (the flest Shogun of the
Tokugawn dynnsty), thut prohibited
unything that woulid be Hkely 1o hinder
the practlee of the Ozliing. Thete 15
unother reason wWhy  the operation,
though primitive In Its way, s still
currled out In our country, The bird
hug by Instinet the faeulty of choosing
the fish which nre the best as table
delienelos. The flsh eanght by the
cormorant are far more dellclons than
those secured by any other mothod,
The mperial household department,
with n vlew to protecting this old
prauctice of fighing, pays now 256 yens
ur 20 yen per yeénr pe penston to the
professionnl fishers, und offers them
free nccess to the dead plue trees In
the lmperial forests as fuel for the
braziers,

The cormorant Is chiefly used In Ja-
pan to cnteh nyo (lterally, “fragrant
sh"), which I8 n kind of sweet fsh,
and ls known to Ilehthyologists ns
plecoglossus altivells T, and 8  Some
of thow measure more than o foot In
length, but genernlly O or 7 Inches
The senson for the fishing 15 from May
to Oetober, during which time rlvers
ore vislted by the small migrgtory
fsh, As to the ayu, Me. C. Ingram
Sfutes: "The Japanese epleures pralse
tho nyn very Wghly os o tnble deliency,
though It must be admitted that the
unpdueated  vodldental palate usunlly
folls to detect. (ts enllnary merits; In
faet, when 1 tosted It 1 tlwught It
compared rather unfavorably with the
wmelt, a fish 1t superficlolly resembles.”
Inm told that o gredt oumber of the
uyu caught In the River Nugarn nre
hent every summer to the imperial
houseliold through the local governor,
ns bolled ayu s one of the Mikado's
fvorite dishes,

Birds Not Hard to Train.

The vormorant (the best specles foe

the purpose Is phalnerocornx enplllnt-

ticed

poses

WHeN THEIR

STARTING OUT

not very hard {u%
traln,  The youpg bied ls eught In|
winter, nod Is sald to be entlpely tnmed
In two weeks, It takes, however, just
two years (o enable It to render satis-
fuctory services to the keeper, While
the bird is belng tomed the keoper
binds is benk with n cord, so that it
mny not hort him. We learn that 1t
was formerly the eustom In Englund
toenrry the Bird hooded tHl 1t conld
be used for fishing, by which menus It
Wil kept quiet. The opetition Is
ustnlly enreled out on dirk nights, ns
the Dirds ean do no good on beight
mounlight ones, for the Hgh can elenrly
the enemy, amdd, moreover, the
Birnglers, which nre intended to attruet
the flsh, are of no wvall,

The fshing bonl is very much like
the Venetinn gondoln, and carries four
fshermen, one of whom stands: on the
bow using 12 cormornnts, another ' th
the middle vsing Tour birds, aod the
remgining  two control the boat with
poles. Generally  one  cormorant
citehes seven or ¢ight ayu every time,

us) s apparently

i

How the Fighing ls Done.
To begin with the fishermen take tha
lirds out one by one from the enge
and put round the neck a small metal
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Preston-Shaffer Milling Co.

AMERICAN BEAUTY
FLOUR

Is made in Athena, by Athena Labor, in one of the
very best equipped Mills in the Northwest, of the
best selected Bluestem wheat grown anywhere,
Patronize home industry. Your grocer sells the
famous American ‘Besuty Flour.

The Flour Your Mother Uses
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Merchant Millers and Grain Bujrﬁ

Athena, Oregon. Waitsburg, Washington.

ting, which presses a part of the gullet
80 that any fish (exeept tiny ones)
swallowed wny not rench the bird's
stomach, Then they sttach n lopg
string to the bird, which they hold in
the bood,  During e shing season
the birds wre never fed in the doytine
0 s to enable them to purgue tho fAsh
with furlous activily owing to honger,
which Is appeased by tinlost fshes
swallowed upright, a8 the bund 1s
loosely "fostened. It requires, Indeed,
Ereat skl and dexterity on the part of
the Buhermen to coutrol the cords with-
out getting hopelessly entangled. He
Iust, moreover, edeotruge the birds'
movements und anxiously wiateh them,

for when they have completely filled
thelr gulléts they swim ldly upon the
surface. It 18 nhuost Ineredible to
thoge who have not seen the operation
What activity the bird displays unger
wuter In quest of its prey, ond in a
shullow part of the river n flsh rarely
csenpes the bird's keen eyes and sud-
den torns, unless |4 takes refuge un-
der o stone or In the mud, The bird
then returns to 18 keeper, and a lttle
wanipulation of Ity neck offects the
delivery of the hooty. 1t may then he
let loose agnln to  recommence s
thnnkless task.

Genernlly five or seven of the fish-
mg bonts nre ut work In company,
making o loe that usudlly extends
neross the rlver, The fishermen's
torches mnke the scene so bright that
one would think the river wns on fire,
nnd [t ls sometimies full of hoats with
spectators, who come from the nelgh-
wrlng distriets to enjoy the picturesque
sjght s well as the evening cool,

WORK 15 DONE

L

Groceries

Good Groceries go to the Right Spot
Eve:fy Time

This is the Right Spot

To go to Every Time for Groceries.

Try These—They'll Please!

ONE BEST
THE MONOPOLE

Monopole Vegetables

~

Monopole Fruits
Monopole Salmon

Monopole Oyitc'l

Canadian Fox Industry,

A very Mirge number of fox skins
hre belng taken off by the mmnchers
of the Charlottetown  distriet, weites
Consil William A Pleree, Charlottes
town, Prince Bdward Isluml, Canidi,
This will continge until the end of the
kilng senson In Janunry. The pelt
of the P'rince Edward Istand blaek fox
reaches prime condition for Wngth,
luster, aid thickness mbout December

Leading fur buyers of New York
and Londoh, who bave recently visited
the idland, have spoken highly of the
rateh-bred fox pelts. Values up to
1,000 have been placed on  single
skins,

Quite 8 pumber of thls year's pups
will Be kept and ranched for ansther
bresding season, but most of the runch-

». lers Wil pelt the equivalent (ln num-

ber) of this year's production, Ap
proximntely  $80,000,000 In  Investod
here In foxes, Few companies or rapch-
ors bave pald dividends for two years,
The warket ls still mueh below prices
of former yeurs for bredding palrs
Flgures enrefully compiled by authorl
thex give 4000 pups s the 1018 pro-
duction for Prince Blwurd fehygd

Lest Art of Traveling.
Traveling went out with rallw
We are all tourtsts now, and tourists
who conme home with tales of the chef
at the Metropole and the rifling of
one's boxes on those Mediterranean
lines, When Dante and Chuigcer,
Frolssart or Cellinl traveled in By
vape, they had a tar harder task : but

S ———

DELL BROS, Athena, Or.

Caterers to the Public in Good Things to Eat.

they really lved the peopl

they visited, Milton only traveled
onee In Italy, and Voltalre only oate |
once to England; aond Goeths, Byron |
und Shelley never saw a tenth part

of the countries that any Oxford totoy |
fenmpers noross i n fow veentions

But these men took time, took palns, |
found means to be admitted Into the |
socletles. they met, and lived long |
enough In ench place to saturate them. |
gelved with its splrit—Frederic Hurel- |
FOl. e |

|
Hard to Reach, |

Some man's meanness consists ot |
thelr stinginess with thelr means,
When they give up thelr meannessy
they will be willing to give up more
of thelr means. Sueh men, ho'w.|

are pretty bard to convert,

Ahena Meat Marko '
MEATS
Our Market is CLEAN AND CO0L
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