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Buy Your Groceries from Your Home Grocer

.

Athena Merchants
Carry Big Stocks
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Lumber, Mill Work and all Kinds of

BUILDING MATERIAL

PAINTS, OILS AND VARNISHES
Posts and Blacksmith coal

A. M. Johnson, Manager

Athena, Oregon
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“Be sure you are right” is another way of
saying-—"Be sure you have a
R
Stetson
and then go ahead."
We have the Stetson Soft and Der':y Hats
in all the latest styles.
Remember
You get 4 per cent Discount for Cash. Return
in cash register chc§a and :get $1 cash or trade free.
T. M. TAGGART
General Merchandise—Athena, Oregon
Cash Grocery
Hill Bros,
Hl GRADE STEEL CUT COFFEE
| Blue Label Can, 35¢
g _, Red Label Can, 45¢
i ) Ask your neighbor if he has ever tried
that High Grade Steel Cut Coffee, which
a i e Worthington carries, and it he has not,
D:;n': Monkey with Inferior Gooda\ ,PHUNE Mlm "3
Men’s Working Clothes and Shoes,
No Shelf-worn Goods. Quick sales and small profits is the motto
of the Old Reliable
BLUE FRONT STORE, “mursu |
THE TUM-A-LUM LUMBER CO.
L a ‘

Barrett Alleges $4,797.57 Due From
Hlegally Collected Road Tax

—Commission Proceedings
& & meeting of the oity oconncil

Mounday evening, C. A. Barrett ap-
peared. betors that body and made
the statement that Umatilla counbty
owes the city of Atbena the sum of

| §4,707.57 for rond tax illegally col.

leoted during the years 1005-00 ineln-
Bive, r. Barrett's statement - is
on Section 1, article 6 of the

.| etty oharter., which exempts the in-

habitants of the city from oounty
jurisdiotion in the payment of road
taxes or the nssessment of property
within the oity for road work, pro-
vided the counocil nssesses and onuses
to be collected annually, from all
property owners of the city the sum
of §2.00 for every $1,000 or property
assessed to snob person, for oiy pur-
poses, and io proportion for a greater
or less amount than $1,000 for strest
purposes. Mr, Barreft read statistios
showing that the county ocolleoted
road tax belonging to the oity in 1905
amounting to $586.39; in 1006,
$841.21; in 1907, $1,098.97; in 1008,
$1,865.24; in 1900, §010.76, a total of
$4,707.57. Mayor MoEwen referred
the matter to the eity attorney for
investigation.

On roll oall, Cnuncilmen Tompkins
and Wilson were absent. =
* Mayor MoEwen named April 11
for cleaning up streets and alleys of
the city.

The followiog bills were allowed;

C. A, Barrett & Co., nails, 818,55,

Commission water rent, $54.00.

Raonrder Riohards, salary, $18,00,

Marsbal Gholson, salary, $50.00.

Pieston-Parton Oa.,, lights, $85.00.

Athena Truck Co., transfer, $18.00.

MoEwen, nails, $6.00.

Hugh Robis, lakor, $20.00.

M. Kelley, labor, $21.25,

Will Dobson, labor, $1.25.

CUleve Stanton, labor, §2.50.

Fred Piokerton, labor, $8.76.

W. H, Lamun, labor, $7.50,

The Water Commission. .

At the regular meeting of the
water Cominission Tuesday eveniog

the ensning year, W. J, Gholson water
soporintendent and B, B. Richards
olerk.

The #1,500 bond of Treasurer
file. Monthly report of Water S8uper-
intendent Gholson showing oollection
of $186 iv water rents; $18 for water
meters; §6 for one tap, makiog a total
of $161,560, was acoépted and placed
on filee. The following bills were
allowead:

Gen, Banpister, two cords of wood

rﬂnwh was ascoepted and placed on

! §13.00,

H. MoBride, rig for 4 days, $12.00.

A. R. Booher, §5.00.

(iholson, salary $20.00.

Richarde, salary, $10.00,

H. MoBride, rig, $1.60.

Athena Trock Co., baunling, $2.00.

Preston-Parton Co., power, $85.83.

O. A. Barrett & Co., supplies,
’]3.60!

Warrants were ordered drawn as
follows:

First National Bank, pote and in-
ferest, §188.40.

O. A. Barrett, nco't of loan,$304.00,

0. A, Barrett, chairman, aoo't sink-
ing fund, loan, §826.00.
Report of Chairman Barrett show-
ing that the commission Looks had
bean oheoked and found correct was
acospted and placed on file.
On motion the commission wns
aunthorized to order 60 8-imeh ocollars
and 60 10-inch collars, at $1.80 and
$1.76 each, for repairiog pipe line.
The proposition of Commissioner
Taylor to prospect for water ut the
head of the gravity water system was
disonssed at leogth but no action was
taken.

Mrs. L. T, MoBride, of Weston, is
serionly ill, and Mrs. Harry MoBride

of this oity is attending her bedside.
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' :' THE QUALITY GROCERY STORE
WHERE PRICES AR RICH
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The Freshest and most ‘Choice the Market affords in
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e Best that Money can Buy Always Found Here
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Athena, Oregon

C. A. Barrett was made chairman for |

| we now have this fine statute:

Obarlos P. Strain, assessor of Uma-
tilla county, would be governor of
Oregon, It's & long skip from county
assessor to the governor's chair—tut

Grover was & sheriff, yoo know. Of
Mr. Strain's candidsoy the Poriland
Jourpal says:

Obarles P, Strain, well known
throughout eastern Oregon as the
assessor of Umatilla county, bas an-
nonnced himsel? to be a candidate for
the Demooratic nomination for gover-
nor at the coming primaries in Sep-
tember.

Siooe 1903, when Mr, Strain was
elected nssessor of Umatilla couuty,
lie bas been prominent in the state
through his work as an assessor. He
bas done much towards the enforce-
ment of an eqoitable assessment of the
0. R. & N company and other cor pora-
tion holdings in Umatilla county, and
his Jead ban been followed by other
assessors in different parts of the
state. In making his auponnocement
Mr, Strain goes into his record as as-
gessor of Umatilla county somewhat
in detail, showiog some of the main
points of hid administration,

The letter of announcement is as
follows:

“If you will kindly ‘allow me apaoe
in yonr eolumps for the purpose, 1
will address myself to the people of
Oregon. In order to get my case be-
fore them, I shall bave to speak in the
flzst person, reconnting briefly what
reforms I bave béen conneoted with
and the result of those reforms. My
publio career began with my sleotion
ns assessor of Umatilla county in 1902
on a platform pledging egual assess

. | ments as between private and corporate

property, . I found the O. R, and N,

| vompany's railroad bed and right-of-

way. assessed at $4000 per mile. I
raised it to 12,000 per mile in 1003
and now io the 1909 roll 1 have it as.
sessed at $40,000 per mile,

‘4t was at fHrst predioted that I
would fail to make my nssessment
stick. When I succeeded, it was
prophesled tbat the transportation
companies of the state wounld advanoe
their freight rates enough to recover
by inoreaged oharges what they had
Jost in higher tax payments. I then
began an agitation in favor of a state
railroad ocommission. One of the
leadiog contributions whioh [-made to
that agitation was poblished in the
Sonday Oregon Jonrnal of October
14, 1008,

“The railroad commission was
oreated and it is one of the most effii-
ecent oommiesions in the United States
today. It hae reduced grain rates, as
I understand it, 40 cents per ton in
my own county from hare to Port-
land, This means an annuul saving of
$48,000 to the wheat farmers of this
one county. ‘'U'be commission has algo
made a redaction of abont 14 per cent
on other freight oharges east of the
Dalles. It hms aleo reduoed express
charges iv ihia territory. I am not at
this time adyvised what has besn done
in other parts of the state, but I pre-
sume that every section of the atate
has received benefit from it.

“I found the tax laws of Oregon
inadeqnate to reach certain kiods of
property. especially franobises. The
tax laws werd obsoiete and ineffioient
in geveral respects. Accordingly, 1
began an agitation for a temporary
tax commission, Suoch & commibsion
was oreated, the Hopnorable Fred W,
Mulkey of Portland, Hoporable W, J.
Laobner of Baker connty, and Honor-
able E. B, Seabrook of Coos eounty
recoiving the appointment as commis-
#loners. This commission organized
by eleoting Mr. Mulkey chairman and
CUlyde B. Atohison, now railroad com-
migeioner, as secrefary.

““‘As u result of their excellent work
“The
terms Juud, real estate, and real pro-
perty, as used in this act shall be con-
stroed to imelude the land itself,
whether laid out in town lots, or other
wise, nbove apd wvoder waler, oll
buildings, strootures, substroctores,
superstructares, and jmprovements
ereoted wpon, npder or above, or nffix-
ed to the same, and all rights and
privileges Lhereto belonging or io any-
wise appertaining aod all frapclises
and privileges granted by or pursoant
to any law of this state, or municipal
ordinance or resolution or corposation,
other thap the right to bs a corpora-
tion: snd all mipes, miverals, guar-
vies, fossils, apnd trees in, under, o1
opou the land. Our tax laws were
improved in several respects.

““I found the assessor with power to
regulate the county school tax. The
state law in 1902 reqaired the conoty
ooutt to levy a flve mill sohool tax
on the asssssed ‘valoe of each county
roapectively. It wae then within the
asseseors power {o mssess Lhe property
of his county at any percentage of its
sotuaal valoe that bappeped to suit
him.

““If he chose to do so he could assess
the property of his connty so low

that the five mill school tax would

COUNTY OWES GITY|STRAIN WOULD BE OREGON'S GOVERNOR

Umatilla County Assessor Announces Candidacy Through
Columns of Portland Daily Journal.

produce very little, or he conld assess
it o high that thw sohool tax would
be entirely beyond the need of mohool
requiroments. 1 at once began an
neitation which resulted in a law
tiat provided for a levy bigh enongh
in saoh county to produce a fixed sum
for ench ohild of sohool age. =

“1 bave been, and am pow, an ad-
vooate of popular government as pro-
vided for uander the present initiative
and referendum laws of this state.

“Toesum nup: I found the railroads
of the state assessed at $5,858,101. 50,
They are now assessed at $46,109,829,-
60. The milsge hus jooreased only
1689 miles to 2218 miles, Not only
this, hut before this' agitation began
the transporfation ocompanies were
masters of the people, fixing charges
and extending or restrioting servioce
to the publio at will. The railroads
bave, therefore, been required to pay
their ahare of taxes on the one hand
aud have, on the other, been denied
authority to recoup themselves by ad-
vanoing freight obarges. The lax
laws bave been modernized, and the
publio sohools bave been giveu defin-
ite support.

"These reforms have been worth
many thonsands of dollars to the com-
mon people of Oregon, My connection
with the  is well koown history and
oan be established beyond guestion. I
set out to benefit the people generally.
I bave worked out the ‘lead’ which I
began on so far a8 [ oan do so through
the asseseor's office. The old system
bas been correoted and tho mssessment
of railrond property has been com-
mitted to the oure of the tax commis-
sion.

“But a new coodition has arisen
which threatens to consume the full
substance of all taxable property, both
ocorporative and private. The tax
budget of this county, including oity
nnd gohool levies, has risen, during
the past seven years, from #$105,000
"to §441,000. If this increase bag been
duplioated in other vounties, and I
think it bas, it presents an alarming
atate of alfairs.

‘It is not unvsual to fnd taxing
distriots where the annnal tax oon-
anmes from 25 per cent to G0 per cent
of the Income from mouoey loaned out,
aud from other jncome produoing
property.

"*Ap I gee it, the most important re-
form now needud i8 economy in pub-
lio affaire. Somebody ounght to obeok
the already enormoua and aver inoreas-
ing poblio expenditores, I feel that
if 1 am to render anv further official
servioe to the people of this county
and state, I conld be more useful to
them in an exeocntive office whera I
oould suppress publio extravaganoe.
As to my ability to get resulta along
this line, I will mention that I have
managed to make the assessor's offioe
of this county cost, on an average,
$000 per annom lesd duriog the past
seven years thau for the seven years
next preceeding my tenure in office.
There has been, of courss, a good deal,
more work to do doriog the last seven
years than during the preceeding seven
years, owing "to the growth of the
oonnty. I have also olassified the
deeded land of the county iuto 40 aore
units at an expense of about $2000,
and [ have renewed a large portion of
the ownpership records of the county.
I learned economy in the sohool of ex-
perience, having worked my way up
from a penniles: boy to a position of
moderate comfort during the past 28
years. 1 began life in Oregon ap a
farm hand 23 years ago.

““By economy in publio affairs, I
mean that when money is approprint-
ed, each dollar of it should be made
to retarn the publio a dollar's worth
of service, or of supplies, I further
mean that appopristions for enler-
prises that are loonl or personal in
obaracter or of doublfal valoe shonld
be defeated,

“‘Another matter of still grenter im-
portapce than eoonomy 18 the defense
of our system of direot legislation. An
gxeontive ia peeded who oan be de-
pended on to defend with his veto
power oor splendid system of popular
governmout agaiost the oncoming as-
saunlt opon it by ‘interests.’

“‘If the peopls of Oregon oan use
me for such porpose, I am willing to
nodortake the great responsibility, At
the same time, 1 ocan say io all sin-
cerity that I bavo reached a point in
lite where my attitude toward politi
val booors is passive. 1 wimply olfer
my gervices ¢o Lhe people. If they ao-
oept them, I will do my ulmost to
muke good. If they do mnot, I will
find & niobe some place in private life
where I will fit in comfortably.'’

The Alumni of the Btate Normal
at Mopmouth ask your support for
that sohool. You know we must have
temchers. Weo must educate the boys
and girls; & traived tencber is the Lest
agency for thig. The cost is four
centd a year on & Lhoosand dollare,
Vots yes for Monmouth and settls Lhis

question. J. B. V. Butler, Beo. Com,

CLEAN UP THE TOWN

Mayor McEwen Proclaims Monday,
April 11, to Be Clean Up Day.
—Walla Walla Here,

At the meeting of the city ocounoil
Monday eveniog, Mayor MoEwen
named Monday, April 11 as Athenws’s
annual oleaning up day.

All citizens and property ownors
are ox d to tarn out on that day
and olean up their premises and the
streats and alleys contignous theroto.

It is essontial that the whole town
be thoronghly cleaned for the reason
that all desire that the city present a
oreditable appearance at the time of
the holding of the meetings of the
ministerial assooiation and the county
track meet, both of whioh events take
place next month,

Pendleton and Milton bave had
olean up days and the looal papers of
two towna report splendid results ac-
vroing from united offort on the part
of property owners and oitizens.

It all w.ll give the matter attention
aod a little time, the mayor is ocon-
fident that the town will have a great
deal better appearance when the day's
work is done.

The fact that the members of the
Walla Walla Commercial olab, over
one huudred strong, accompanied by
their wives and sweethearts, are to be
in Athena the day following olean
up day, shonld gerve us an incentive
to all in furthering the effort to clean
their promises, 'Lhe Walla Walla Club
will run a “get-nogquainted” excur-
sion from the (Garden oity to Pen-
dleton on Tuesday, April 12, stopping
at the intervening towns, The exour-
sion will resobh Athena about 10 a, m,
and will be met it the O. R, & N.
station by the members of the Athena
Commeroial Association, oitizens and
possibly the Athena band.

DEATH OF ALEXANDER M'KENZIE

Prominent Mason and Pioneer Passes
Awav Tuesday—Funeral Today,

After yoars of sufforivg from the
ravages of cancer, Alexander MoKen-
zio died at his home west of this city,
Tuesday, - At his bedside wera his gons
Daniel and Aletander, and daoghteis
Ruth, Lizzle and Aguoes, the other son,
Robert, not being present when the
father died,

Mr. MoKenzie was one of the old
pionesra who contributed their energy
in the development of Umatilla
ocounty. Some 55 years ago he took
up 8 homestesd vear Adamsand there
with his eslimable wife, who haa pre-
oeded bim to the grave, a home was
made and the ohildren reared to man-
bhood and womanhbood.

He was a prominent Magson, and un-
til bis affliotion bore him down, he
took an aotive interest in Masonio
affaire. For many years he had been
A devout membter of the Obristian
oharob io this oity, He was born in
(ilasgow, Sootland, July 1, 1841, dnd
when a young man osme to this eoun-
try. He was ope of Nature's noble-
meu, and was held in high estesm by
all who knew bip. A kiod frisnd
and loving father, he will be missed
by friends snd family alike, The
funeral sermon was prenoched by A.
MoKenzie Meldrom, at the Christinn
churoh at 1:80 this afternoon. Ber-
vices at the grave wore conduoted by
the Masons. The foneral was largely
attended.

Oregon’s Grand Old Man,

Gemge H, Willinms, the *‘grand old
Man'" of Oregon, the most prominent
figure in the political history of this
state and once n member of President
(irant's enbinet, died soddenly at his
home in Portland Monday aged 87.
Death came peacefully doring his
sleep oarly lo the morniog, He bad
only a few days ago celebrated his
87th birthday by giving a banguet to
bis friends. Jodge Williams retited
to private life two years ago. He wan
one of the founders of the union party
and canvassed the conntry for Lincoln
for prgsident. Lator he served as
Upited Stales senator from Oregon
snd becawo attorney geperal in
Girant's oabioet in 1872,

To Enlarge Milton College.

The cootraot bas been let by the
trustees of Colombia college for the
erection of, new Euildiugs for the in-
gtitation. 'The coptrnot went to Earl
Williams of Milton, the lowest bidder,
for $22,681, The hestiog and plamb-
ing contraot will be let separate.
Wore will commenos at ouce as the
coutract calls for the completion of
the building Ly September 1. The
Hnsneial agent, Rev. H. 8, Bhaogle,
is now in the east attendivg the oon-
ference of the M. E. churoh, south,
and will probably receive belp for the

poplegs L0 TR R
The work of clearing off the ath-

stio fleld at the o1ty park is nearing
completion. - J. E. Froome, who has
had the work in chaige bas performed
his duties well, and the mestiog of
the Commercinl Association Wednes-
day evening was given a vote of

thanks. /
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