NENEW YEAR
RESIlI.llTIﬂN

e g ID 1 make any. New Year res-

: olutions” repeated the bach-

: elor girl, ‘Yes, one, Want

to know? Ohb, well, I don't

mind telling you. I've made up my

mind to lpend next Cbristmas differ-
ently.

1 fntend to make an altogether aig-

fergut disposition of my presenu here-

after, The places that knew tlmn

ghall know them nDo more, and the

 wilderness, where Do presents haye

: 'avjt been, is going to Dblossom with

-'rcum,lmtht-wny When I gat
down to think it all over—the worry
and fuss and the motey 1 spent=1
cime to the conclusion that, outside
of the nearest and dearest, I gave only
three or four glfts that were really
wortf while—tbat is, that gave me any
actual happiness tni give and brought
real Joy to otliers,

“Thesie three or four were the things
1 gave to—well, it doesn’t matter

"M, WELY, 1 JOX'T MIND TELLING YOU."

whom, but they .were people who sad-
-115663' them, who dldn't expect
and who couldo't make any re-

t
turn except a broken gratitude that
gurt you to listen to.

“\Why, no, certninly I'm not crylng,"”
and the bachelor glel smiled dashingly
through moist eyes. “But 1 don't mind
telling you it was the bapplest part of

my Christmas, And hereafter those
are the sort of people I'm golng to give
to.

“1 think I sboll write & jolly little
note to each of the relatives and frlends
with whom I usually eschange pres-
ents, 1 shall gend these notes long
enough before Christmas to forestall
anybody’s buylng presents for me,

“In the notes 1 shall convey my best
love nnd my Christmas wishes, 1 shall
also explain why I intend to send mo
present this year—that I purpose mak.
ing all my gifts to those whose only
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“ ALK about thé trials of & wo-
minn whose husbaud is late
for dinner or doesn't come. |
when he Is expected” says

the woman who has bad experiences;
“it 18 annoying enough at agy time,
but It is uothing In a ciyvilized country
to what It 18 when you are off in the
wilds somewhere and dinper and din-
ner gelting are two of the most impor-
tant things Io Jife.

“When Mr. Blank took me and the

baby some years ago to try life on a

Texas sheep rapch we found there

were o good many thiogs in the world

that we had no conception of before,
and 1ife took on o different aspect. It
was a bappy life, but It was not an
easy one. 1 had to do all kinds of
housework, the hardest kind of house-
work, and eooking In a house situated

In u Tesos chapnreal {8 not cooklng as

it is done even in a New York flat

We lived chiefly on game which Mr.

Blank shot 85 we needed [t. Our veg-

etables were ull ecnnned-—-peas, corn

and n certaln number of things we
kept nlways on hand,

“I ‘suppose 1 made myself a great
denl more work than was necessary
and did twice ns mueh cooking, but T
wns used o everything in eustern
gtyle, and It did not oecur to me (hat
I could bnve things lo any other way.
We alwngs had dessert every day for
dinner; | made cake, and practiently
we lived fn the wilds of Texas exactly
as we conld here,

“Well, the day when Mr. Bliok did
not come home to dinper wns New
Year's. There wis vot so much differ-
ence Letween the days—they were all
waorking days-bat 1 had prepared a
speckil dinner.  Mr Blank was going

be baek nt 2 plelock for dinnes, and 1
proepared o good one. It was rabbit, 1
think. thut day Our nearest nelghbors
were o family of Alsatlans whom we
knew very well and who had been
very Kind to ns.  That morning before
beenkfast Mro Blank hed ridden over
theve on Imeiness of some kind, They
hd wnde egenog 1o celebrate the day,
aiid of conrse e must accept thelr
hosplinlity and take o gloss.

“Now, n good strong egguog Is not
exnctly a befare breakfnst drink for a
man who s not necustomed o taklog
ft st that bour (h the' morning, aod the
epgenog wis a4 8trong one. It was New
Your's day, and eggnog Ingredlents can
fio found In Texns when potiatoes can-
not. When Mr Blank cime home he

this origingl method of ;. 2o
t&ﬂr EIfts,  And 1 shall f

t If they want to
vy anm to enjo t kind of
Christmns thens ,.rg: they will plense
take the -cney they had intended to
Epend on me and do lkewise with it,
~In this way every dollar we give will
be well spent nnd make somebody
really gind.

“So that's my New Year resolve,
selflsh? That's all you know.” The
bachelor givl lnughed. *“It's horribly
gelfish. Didn't 1 tell you 1 was golbg
to.do It merely becauvse it made me
*“'—Philadelphia Bulletin,

‘RRYING EN MASSE.

¢ New Year's Custom eof Plou«
gustels of Brittany.

e curious and distinctive mae

Jfe customs prevall among the Plon.
pastels, a strange race of people

(thought by somo to be of Aslatic orl-

gin) Inhabitlng Plougastel Daoulas, in

Drittany, who are great strawberry

_ growers, They are also noted for'in-

! termarrying exclusively with each oth.

. @r, The alllances, which are enginesred

| L’“ — by an Intermediary koown as the bas-

" - ralaing, all take place on one day,

ssugiglly the first Tuesdey of the new

Year. The basralalpes start their cam-
palgn 1n"8epte a8 soon as the har-
vest i gatbered i, demunding gn be«

of the Intending bridegroom the
_»hand of his bride elect,

-l The courtship is then authorlzed and
proceeds with ardor during the dark
months which follow. Last year twen-
ty-three couples were married in the
pu;l.rltl:fﬂt::eh on Jan, 8

_teremony come danclog
tnd feasting. The great dinner which
fa merved ut the numerous Inus beglus
at @ o'clock and lasts well op to mid.
night. The favorite dlsh Is tuipe, aod:
an Inordinate guantity of aleobol is
consumed—one would lke to know
with what results.

The whole place is en fete, and thero
are pever fewer than 2,000 guests.
After the orgy the united couples. re-
pate to thele sepacate homes. They do

3 - not take up thelr jolnt lfe until the

= followlng evening (after the service

for the dead nnd & second feast), when
they are escorted to the bridal cham.

' by o large contingent of grooms-

gond bridesmalds, to whom soup
are presented by the newly

ap-
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HE MANAGRED TO CRAWL UP,

could not ent his breakfast and only
took a few swallows of coffee and
mounted his horse and rode away.

*I went to work and cooked dlnner
in my best style. 1 bad a |ittle ol
stove, for it was always warm where
we were, except when a nortber came
up. HEverything was done to perfec-
tlon and ready to put on the table at
2 o'clock, but Mr, Blank did not come.
I looked out, but he was nowhere in
sight. Two o'clock passed, 2:30," 3
o'clock, and still he did not come,

“Any one would have supposed that
I would have. been frightened and
think something had happened to him,
for he Is one of the most considerate
of men and this was a most unusual
occurrence. Dut I was not frightened,
If anything had bappened -probably
the men would have brought me word.
I had a good dinper prepared, and he
did not come, nnd on New, Year's day.
1 grew more and more angry as the
time passed, until by night I was hard-
Iy in a condlition to speak. By and by
he rode up. He seemed to féel my
mood. Apyway, his first words were:

“f] guppose you are provoked.'

“Yes,' I said, 1 am.

“He was angry then, and he went
off to stuke out his horse without an-
other word. It didn't last long, how-
vyer, and we came to an understand-
ing.

“It sceins that that eggnog, taken
the first thing fn the morplog, had
been too mueh for him, He had bard-
ly left the house before he was over
come with an irreslstible desire to
sloep. Ilo says he never knew how he
reached the dipplog vats, for be slept
smost of the way on his horse's back.
When he got there he found working
was simply an lmpossibility. The men.
had a lttle shanty, and he mannged
to crawl up there, throw himself on
the floor, and there he slept all day |
long without stirring until night, when
he hod slept off the elfects of the egs-
nog. .

“I do not look upon egguog NOW AS
stch an ianocuous drink ns 1 did at one
time, and 1 know there was never a
wife who lived throngh soeh & Jong .
day as I did walting for Mr, Rlank to
come home that New Year's day In

off to the dipping vats, Lut e was to |
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that ever man has seen.
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like has ever been,

No matter what I try to do, in spite

of all my wit,

The thing thtt tml, happens is its
: venommi

.
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sit down to write a verse that's
brimming o'er with glee

Rturns out to be serioms, though
why I cannot see,

And if, upon the other hand, my
~ 'musings wounld be sad

My readers read it and they smile
as if it made them glad.

WHENE ER I meet a woman whu
is bright enough for ki

And try to talk I cannot t of
aught but stupid thi

But when I have a vis#-vis at din-
ner dull and slow

T make the wittiest remarks; though
she would never know.

When Iﬂfa but & baby I had not a

ace.
T looked the most all knowing kid
o+ of an all knowing race,

But as I neared maturity a change
came over that,

And now I-look as innocent as any
pussy cat.

AN]J people, when they sce me

ywhere, are not impressed

With the idep that I've a mind
that's different from the rest

0f ordinary minds they meet, wher-

ever they Tiay be.
B is not the thing Hxat's
most dlstressmg upte Mme,

The thing I hate the most in all my
weary span of life

Has happened to me since I wed my
tender little wife.

She's tender, and she’s pretfy; but,
by jingo, in my house

| Blie rules-the whole establishment

whilst I'm nixéttmarouse.

N OW, why is it, I wonder-—what
accursed freak of fate

Has settled me in this extremely
mortifying state?

Why is it that, whate'er I try to do,
despite my wit,

The thing that traly happens is its
very opposite?

SHE RULES THE WHOLR uumm

There's but one remedy for me, and | |
now that it is here,

This very first of all the days of all

the glad
hmhlg{mmmo!
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1 _tmm hil capacity for learning

1 citate “nnd eager for a new. divinity.

lng physlcln who lived in Abomotl-
chua.nsmnutwnonthemdthe
Black sea. Thers Alexander was born '
of humble purentage and imbibed from
the old doctor all that he lad learned
from Apollonius of medicine and mag-
fe. He was o lad of striking appear-
ance, tall, handsome, with a fine bead
of hair, lmtrom brown eyes and a
volce sweet and lmpid. “God grant,”
mteLuc!.an. whoknawhlm. “that 1

may never meet with such another.

coming onderful, his dex-
gb Lo wms engerness for

of memory were equall)'

i e

was 'tha well fayored young
p&hﬂt who sallled forth from his na-
tive town in “genrch of fame and for-
tune, . ‘Boon he fell in with one Co-
connas, a shrewd tipster for the races
and somewhat of a juggler. The two
rogues jolned forces and meandered
about telling fortunes. Arriving  at
Pella, they found a great number of
huge, barmless snnkes which lived in
the houses, played and slept with the
children and destroyed poisenous rats.
Alexander promptly purchased one of
the Iargest, a yeritable monster, 0
tame that it would coll about his body
and remaln in any desired position.
Then he made a human face for it out
of linen, painted if Ingenlously and
shaped it so that the mouth would
open and shut b;' an arrapgement of
horsehalr, letting the forl tongue
shoot 4n and out at the will of ‘the
master. Having no forthe nse‘_ror
Coconnas, he either adminisksed pol-
son_to him or let him dle ffom some
fafection and return: Avith snake
to his pative town, ‘There he declared
himself a prophet and announced that
the god Aesculapius was about to ap-
pear. El.'ﬂé" people were credulous, ex-

uu’nolmnluumm _
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“YWhen the great day arrived Alexan-
der preterided to discover in a puddle
of water a goose egg which he had
placed there after removing the con-
tents, substituting a small embryo
snake jnst born and carefully genling
the shell with wax., When the multitude
had gathered he broke the shell and
produced the tiny creature, which dn
a few moments grew to be the monster
from Pella by the simple process of
substitution. Thereafter the big snake,
belleved to be Aesculapius, led & busy.
life. He gave seances, told fortunesin
writlng and even spoke freely, vith'
the ald of the prophet's mtﬁloquinl
powers. Alexander grew rich and pow-

!
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Merchant Mi!lm and
erful, kept a small army of .;5 1 B

and sples, wielded no little fnfiuence -fAthen‘o Oregon,

over the government even at Rome and m"mm'“”
died at a ripe old upﬂn the fullness of i IR

his renown. Wl!‘l became of the snnke:
JBB PR'“TIN‘G N
x Fast, C

nobmfl Probably at the last

—

rqphet dispatehed the faithful
/ rgamro to prevent the discovery of his
@cception after his death.—George Har-
vey in North American Review.
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A Better Piano for

Hom& of the
lorious Chickerm
Weber

Methodist Episcopal Church.
Bev. A. O, Hammond, Pastor,
Sunday servicee: Sunday sohool at

10 @, m.; preaching servics 11, Ep-
worth League devetional service 6:80,
prescbiog service 7:30,
Ladies Afd Boolety every Wednes-
day afternoon at 1 p. m.
Prayer meeting every
evening at 7:50 p. m.

Thursday
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: S. F. Sharp

PHYSICIAN AND BURGEON

Special attention given to all
calls, both pight and day.

Calls promptly anfwered, Om.
Bireet, Athm’ﬁmor e T
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PENDLETON, ORE. PORTLAND, ORE.
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V. R. BILYEU, Dentist
Athéna, Oregon

Office in Post Building, Hours, 8:30
f. m, to 5:00 p. m,

PETERSON & WILSON

Attorneys-at-Law _
Athena, Oregon. = Pendleton, Oregon

WATTS & NEAL

ST. NIGHOLS nnm{

J. E. FROOME, srop.

Only First-class Hotel in
the City.
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