BORMIL SCHOOLS OF DREGON--
WHY THEY SHOULD BE MAINTAINED

“HISTORY OF STATES IN
THEIR SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT

States Headed From One to Many
~—None From Several to One—New
Schools,

(Ashland Valley-Record.)
In yview of the discussion that is
bw going on concerning normal
fhools, it may not be amliss to exam-
¢ the normal condition in each state
ith regard to the number of normal
thools supported by that state.
At the present time the states pos-
pssing and supporting more than one
ormal school are the following, the
umber and locat'on of state normals
sing given In each case, Private
ormals are not included in the ap-
pend: ~ list, neither city normals nor
founty normals,simply state normals:
Alabama—4; Florence, Jackson-
ille, Livingston, Troy.

Arizona—2; Flagstaff, Tempe.
California—b; Chico, Los Angeles,
San Diego, San Francisco, San Jose.
Connecticut—i4; Danbury, New
BBritain, New Haven, Willimantiec.

District of Columbla—2; Washing-
ton No. 1, Washington No. 2,

Georgla—3; Athens, Milledgeville,
Savannah,

Idaho—2; Albion, Lewiston,
Illinois—b6; (Carbondale, Charles-
on, De Kalb, Macomb, Normal.
lowa—2; Cedar TFalls, Woodbine.
Kansas—3; Emporia, Hayes, Pltts-
bhurg,

Kentucky — 8; Bowling Green
Frankfort, Richmond.
Maine—3; Castine, Farmington,

Forham,

Maryvland—2; Baltimore, Frostburg,
Massachusetts — §; Bridgewater,
Fitchburg, Framingham, Hyannis,

Lowell, North Adams, Salem, Waest-
ed, Worcester,
Michigan—4; Kalamazoo, Mar-

quette, Mount Pleasant, Ypsilantl.
! Minnesota——5b; Duluth, Mankato,
A Moortead, 8t, Cloud, Winona.
Miss'ssippi—2; BSherman,
rove,
Missouri—i; Cape
Irksville, Maryville, ‘Warrensburg.
Nebraskn—2; Kearney, Peru.
Now Jersey—=2; Montelair, Trenton,
8 New Mexico—2; Las Vegas, Silver
ity,
New York—12: Albany, Brockport,
Buffalo, Cortland, Fredonia, Geneseo,
Jamnica, New Palts, Oneonta, Oswe-
‘gu, Plattsburg, Potsdam,
North Carolina—4; Elizabeth City,
Fayetteville, Greensboro, Winston,
North Dakota—2; Mayville, Valley
ty,
Ohin—2; Athens, Oxford.
Oklahoma~—4; Alva,
angston, 'Weatherford,
B Pennsylvania—13; Bloomsburg,
W alifornia, Clarion, East Stroudsburg,
Jodinboro, Indiana, Kutztown, Lock-
haven Mansfield, Millersville, Ship-
ensbhurg, Slippery Rock, Westchest-
r.
South
Rockhill,

South Dakota—4; Aberdeen,
son, Spearfish, Springfield.

Texas—3; Denton, Huntsville,

Pratrie View.
Vermont—3; Castleton,
tandolph Center.
Virginia—2; Farmville, Petersburg,
Washington—3; 4Bellingham;, Che-
mey, Ellensburg.
West Virginia—7; Athens, Falr-
mount, Glenville, Huntington, Insti-
ute, Shepherdstown, West Liberty.
Wisconsin—17; Milwaukee, Oshkosh,
latteville, River Falls, Stevens point,
Superior, White water,

In many of the states there has
been a change in recent years from
'ONKE NORMAL to SEVERAL; but in
®no state has there been a change from
USEVERAL state normals to ONE, The
entire drift the country over has been
. from ONE TO MANY. Is it probable
#hat the legislatures and people of so
many states have been decelved and
awe made a mistake? Is it llkely
$uat they have made the change with-
put investigation and forethought-
erhaps Oregon and its state senate
are right In thelr position on the nor-
mal school question, and all the re-
‘mainder of the natlon is wrong, Per-
haps it would be better to state that
the genate may be wrong, since the
house of representatives and the peo-
ple of the state undoubtedly believe
in normal schools,

Walnut

Girardeau,

Edmond,

Carolina—2; Orangeburg,

Mad-

Johnson,

i
i

THE NECESSITY FOR
NORMAL SCHOOLS

(Salem Daily Capital Journal.)

Those who contended for one nor-
mal school as against three or four
concede that there I8 & necessity for
such an institution.

The difference between
three or four is theory.

There is then the objection that
theee schools of this character form
f féombine,

But that Is not
against on institution
school teachers.

Can the training of public school
tenchers with safety be let to sec-
tarian colleges?

The worst enemy of normal schools
will not admit that,

Can the Methodist, Baptist, Pres-
byterlan or Catholic colleges supply
all the trained public school teachers
that are needed?

If they could would that be de-
Jsirable?

Must not the state establish the
standards of public education?

The only charge that was made In
the legislature was that they formed
a political combination to get appro-
priations,

But the same charge was mads
against the scalp bounty bill, the
Crater lake road bill, the pilot bill,
the Eastern Oregon asylum bill

It would be useless to tell the
Honorable Senators, whose only cry
was “wipe out the normal school,”

one or

an argument
for training

that there was no combination for
the normal schools,

The charge of graft could not be
substantiated for a single dollar,

The state has abandoned its po-
siting the standards of pwollc instruc-
tion,

It will now be a race between the
private and sectrarian normal schools
of which there are a score In Ore-
gon,

Which shall predominate in sup-
ulying your public schools with in-
structors?

Misled by a false cry of economy,
Oregon has indeed been pliced In a
humiliating position,

STATE CASH IS CUT OFF

President French Hopes Special Ses-
sion of the Legislature Will Straigt
en Matters,

(Spokesman-Review.)

Weston, Ore, March 65—“It would
be eriminal for the legislature to de-
stroy this school with its corps of ex-
cellent teachers, its large attendance
and its plant for educatlonal work,
All the teachers are unlversity men
or women or are graduates of stand-
ard normal schools. Some of _éhem
were obtained only after we had walt-
ed several years and some had given
up good positions to come here.

“Our teachers are actuated by more
than the dollar {dea, and their influ-
ence as a meang of broad, general cul-
ture. is of inestimable worth to the
students coming under thelr care.”

In these words Pregident R. C
French of the Eastern Oregon Nor-
mal school referred to the recent ac-
tion of the legislature In refusing to
pass the appropriations bill for want
of which the school will have to sus-
pend before the close of the present
term, or subsist on the charity of Iis
patrons. Several meetings have been
held and a fund, yesterday given as
exceeding $3000, has been subscribed
in WeMon, Pendleton, Athena and
other towns of the stateto pay the
teachers and maintenance fees till
commencement,

Further meetings under the leader-
ship of T, M, Kemp, cashler of the
Farmers' National bank, are being
planned as it will require, according
to President French, $10,000 to com-
plete  the term. Continuing Mr.
French sal!d:

Fighting Over Okl Battle,

“We are having again here in Ore
gon and Umatilla county the same
fight that Horace Mann had in Mass-
achusetts half a century ago. We are
refusing to profit by the experience
of other states. Here we have nearly
300 studentz [including the tralning
department, who are being denied this
education on unfounded charges of
graft and extravagance in administer-
ing the normal schools,

“It was stated on the floor of the
senate in debate that the cost per
student was $1000 a year. This is en-
tirely false. The actual cost per en-
rolled student is somewhat lesgs than
§100 a year,

“There have been charges of graft,
but no one has ever attempted to
show where. As for extravagance,
there has been little in the way of
Improvements and our salarles run
from $800 to $2000 a year, with the
average around §$1200. It has cost
$17,600 g year for the last two years
to run this school.

“We have here an educational plant
conslsting of 17 teachers, excellent
laboratories In physics and chem!stry,
good musical facilities, with 10 pianos
two dormitories filled with students
besides six cottages where small groups
of students live, and an excellent ad-
ministration and rec!tation bullding
Plans were completed for a new men's
dormitory and the appropriation
called for was to purchase additional
land and erect that bullding.

“Now the senate, not the house of
representatives, for that is favorable
to the schools, has passed three bills
nullifying the normal kchools, one
denying the appropriation, another
glving the land to the city of Weston
and a third discharging the board of
regents, It |s a shame and a disgrace
to cut off now the use of this equip-
ment.

“Once before we had to suspend,
the windows were boarded up and we
went away, but the school was given
support in the following year and we
returned and since that time there has
been gulet growth.”

President French escorted a Spokes-
man-Review representative through
the bullding, showing the classrooms
in use, the special library for the
student teachers, the main library
with 2000 volumes, and the manual
training shop,

“1 have great hope for the future,”
sald Mr., French. “1 do not believe
the school will be abandoned. A spe-
clal session of the legislature is to be
called shortly, whether to discuss the
normal schools I am unable to say,
but the outgoing and the newly elect-
ed governors are both favorable to
the normals, and it is to be hoped this
question will receive consideration.”

THE NORMALS,

(Oregon Daily Journal, March 2.)

It is the lagk of orderly and sound
arrangement in the normal school
policy that keeps the schools constant-
ly in an unsettled state, and constant-
ly before the legislature in a haif
starved condition and begging for the
means of existence. It has been a
bad condition for the &chools, as has
been seen in past times when there
was lagk of provision for some of
them. The thing that ls needed, and
that ought to be supplied, Is a sen-
sible and stable arrangement of the
normal school policy, based on the
needs of the state, and taking into ac-
count that supreme factor of what
the people of the state are willing to

pay for. If it be a policy that com-

1

Norma]l School Building

Women's Dormitory

mends itself as sound, it will be ac-|
cepted by the people, and there will
be an end of the everlasting ugilutlonl
on the subject.

The Journal has not at any time|
approved the plan of abandoning all|
the schoolkd and establishing instead|
a single school to be located at Port-
land, There are many rveasons why
a change of that kind should not be
made, notable among which would be
the cost of the site, the expensa of be-
ginning everything anew and the loss
that would be involved In abandon-
ment of bulldlngs already provided,
The Journal regret: fthat provision
wis not made for support of all the
schools now n operation at lenst un-
til the end of the current scholastic
year. The teachers are under implied
contract, the classes on the verge of
graduation and a certain measure of
obligation rested upon the state to
at least carry them through the re-
mainder of the year. The failure to
make such a provision, of course, wis
due to a disagreement tha arose be-
tween the senate and the house, a
disagreement that ended in adjourn-
ment and nothing for the normals,

A SINGULAR “SOLUTION.”

(Weston Leader, Feb, 19.)

Upon what meat hath fed the state
senate of Oregon that it hath grown
50 abnormally swelled with a =ense
of its own importance?

This peculiar body has:

Ignored the action of the last pre-
ceding legislature, which left the set-
tlement of the normi] school guestion
to a state board of control,

Ignored the recommendation of this
board, which with the exception of
one regent, Mr, Ayer, decided that
three pnormal schools should be main-
talned in Oregon, at Monmouth, Ash-
land and Weston, and that a dormi-
tory is needed by each school.

Ignored the action of the lower
house, which by a large majority vote
appropriated $106,000 for each of
these three schools,

Ignored the wishes of the state su-
perintendent of public instruction,
Mr, Ackerman, who is famillar with
the work of the normals, and has
earnestly expressed himself as in fa-
vor of their malntenance,

Ignored the recommendation of
Governor Chamberlain, who declared
in his message In favor of three
achools,

Taken no thought of the work of
vears In building up the normals to
thelr present state of efficiency—a
work accomplished despite a weight
of opposition and hardship unknown
in any other state in the union,

Shown no consideration for hun-
dreds of normal school graduoates,
whosge diplomas will be objecls of
ridicule when their parent schools are
killed.

Attempted to deprive eastern Ore-
gon of its only state educational in-
stitution, whose usefulness |8 shown
by the fact that it has a larger at-
tendance than ever before, and larger-
than that of any other normal in the
state, although it was closed for one
year by the referendum, and has had
to fight for its very life at every ses-
gion of the legislature.

Ignored the wishes of the people as
expressed at the polls in June, 19086,
when they sustained the general ap-
propriation bill by three to one on a

referendum vote in which the normal
schools wer the only Issue of im-
portance,

Voted to abandon school plants

worth well above three figures, in-
‘ecluding the Weston normal, which at
a very conservative estimate is worth
$76,000 as school property, although
it would scarcely bring a tenth of that
sum if sold under the hammer. The
large brick bullding constructed by
the state at a cost of gsomething like
$£40,000 would be wvalueless for any
purpose except as a home for the
school and would be relegated to ruin,
vacancy and vermin,

Portland’'s Dormitories.

(Ashland Valley-Record.)
President Bowerman, of the state
senate, in an article over his own
slgnature on “The Work of the Ses-
glon,” in the Portland Telegram,
gives as his reasons why “one
normal at Monmouth” bill, offered as
a comprom!s€ by the house In the last
hours of the session, was defeated,
was that Monmouth was a very amall
town and*would require dormitories
Of course Portland could supply the
mora] needs of the students In its
various lodging houses. Parents in
various parts of the state could feel
very secure as the “moral squad“
rounds up the Portland lodging

houses every few nights and peep In-
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ta the keyholes and listen to the
noises to see if there 18 a medly of base

and soprano  porering  through the
transom over the door,
Portland looks good from DBowers

man's point of view and =2upplies him
with his jmmediate purposes, which
chime in beautifully with the devels
opment of Portland's avarice,

It 13 the experience of the
three one-normal states to hunt up
the big eitles that are so larges and
wealthy they need have so little re-
gard for the vroprieties they place
theip “hell's half sere” and White
Chapel distriets at the union dv]mlﬁj
80 as to give the stranger the proper
impression of thg place?

two or

On that program Coloradeo  would
have chosen Denver in place of the
little town of Greeley. In place of
lowa massing {ts cnormous normal
gthool plant at the Httle village of
Cedar IMalls, it would have gathered
its educational machinery at the big

city of Sioux Falls. Yankton's only
vival for a half century as the wick-
tdest atmosphere In that quarter of
the union, or at Des Molnes, which
has something like Portland's class,

A Queer “Reason,'”,
(Weston: Lieader. )

The real reason why the normal
sthools have been abandoned lles in
the bellef that there i= no reason to
educate and graduate school tenchers
it the expense of the state. It Is be-
lieved that school teachers, as others,
preparing for professions, should ed-
ucate themselves. The state doesn't
oducate plumbers nor boiler-makers,
nor sheepherders: Yet all these and
meny more, are essential to the state.

Besldes, it is belleved there is too
much merely literary education these
times, and not work enough to fur-
nish supply of milk, eggs and butlter,
pork and beans. Again, members of
the legislature, moved by the crowd
of normal advocates, were trying to
trade and to log-roll everything, to
get what they wanted —Portland Or-
egonian,

So?
at the

Then why sghould the state,
agricultural college and unil-
versity, educate those who are “pre-
paring for professions?' And will

Men's Dormitory

President’s Cottage

GENERAL VIEW OF NORMAL SCHOOL GROUNDS,
875,000 School Plant That the Oregon Senate Votes to Abandon,

drom

the Oregonion gindly be specific and

point out a =single example of \'il.'lil.nl.‘i‘

legislation that the normal schools)
have “log-rolled’ through the legls-

luture? They Lave fought for thelr|
Hves, it ls true. Would the Orego-
man hoave them whine and crawl lke|
craven dogs under the lash? l

D20,
$75,000 for the bi-ennial period, and

out a cent,
1905, shows that seven stities have

than one, ranging from two to 19 in
Does Oregon want to mike a thivd?

cessive Is not based on facts,
er heen o single death at the East
the students are seldom [,
ing a toinl of 215 immigrants,

points. Why?
For all purposes the Eastern
§$174,000,.

£153,020,
During the bl-ennial period

17 counties.

yoear 19007-08 was $84,
$140.
West Virginia 898,
the present thme.
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CONDENSED NORMAL SCHOOL STATISTICS,

In 1907, out of a large sum approprinted by Washington for edu-
cational purposes, the three normal schools recelved a total of $453,-
In Oregon, the Ashland and Weston Normals reccived a total of

In Woshington this year the ways and menns commitiee recom-
mends a wotal of S307,000 for the three normals,, The Oregon legis-
lature—aor at least, the state senate—wants to ent off the normals with-

Dr. Sheldon's hulletin, issued from the University of Oregon in

Dy, Sheldon’s halletin also shows that nine state superintendents
favor single normals, and 41 favor two or more,

The average cost of graduating tralned teachers from the normal
schools of the United Stites In 190203 was $419.28,
average cost per gradunte in 19007-08 was $420.
that the charge that the cost of normal school training In Oregon Is ex-

Health conditions st Weston are remarkably good.

that of the late President Martindale, who came here o sick man, and
No student has over been “hazexl,”

A Union Pacific train Mareh 5 came in with four sections carry-
Of these all except one min passed
through Oregon and went (o Spokane and other Eastern Washington

recelved since 1891, the date of it8 first appropristion, the sum of
Fach of the three Washington normals recelve nearly as
much in a single appropriation in 1007, the Ellensburg normal getting
$£140,000, the Cheney normal $160,000, and the Bellingham normal

1907 -08,
enrolled ag the Eastern Oregon State Normad School,
10 per cent were from Umatilln county,

The average cost of Normal school students In Oregon for the
This Is more than the actuial cosy to the staue,
as the Monmouth students were pald for out of private funds.
comptires to Rhode Island, 8294 Colorado, $248; Massachusetts, $150;
Oklahoma, $141; South Dakota, $192; Washington, $188; Wisconsin,
In the group of modern expenses are Michigan $98 per student,
Minnesota £115, New York $108, Pennsylvanja $84, Hlinois $75 and

Of 22 members of the graduating class of 1008 at the Eastern
Oregon State Normal School, 20 are actunlly engaged in teaching at

The Eastern Oregon Swtnte Normal School is an Oregon institution,
Neaply all Its supplies for tenchers, students and patrons come from
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A SAD SPECTACLE,

(Bast Oregonlan, Feb, 20.)
It 18 a sorry spectacle at best. The
asspult upon the normal schools has
been a damnable plece of business, It

hag been unwise for countless rea-
gons, and it has been rankly unjust
The opposition came primarily from

an element, led by the Oregonian, that
hates

to seo money spent for any
purpose, 1o mattér how meritorious,
unless it goes Into thelr own mitts,

Regaridless of truth and regardless of
any sense of justice, these forces have
slindered the normal schools nlght
amd day.  They have caused unin-
formed people to belleve the normal
schools were “‘nulsances,” when in
reality those schools were doing the
most righteous work in the state. The
only thing in God's world the matter
with' tha normal schools is they have
bean persistently [libeled, starved
and harrassed in general that they
have been unable to do the work of
which they are capable,

What w'll happen if the normal
sehools are Killed s sad to contems-
plate. The people of the state should
not atand for a central normal school
in Portland, If they do they are fish.
To establish such a school would be
to ereate a high sehool for the hene-
fit of Portland, but at the expense
of the state,

Oregon eannot depend upon other
states for normal training, Students
this state are admitted to the
Washington schools and many of
them go there. But in order to enter
they must pay a high tult'on or pledge
themselves to teach for three years In
that state,

24

If the normal schools are killed
thera will be but one result. The
heart will be taken out of the com-

mon school svstem of the state, In
an educational way the state will have
to go backward, Tt will be disgraced
in the eyes of the educatlonal world.

We have now at  Monmouth 112
students whp have pald thelr tultion
and completed three weeks of the
geoond semester; 36 of there are in the
senlor class, To close down  the
school at onee will mean a loss of not
less than $60 each to nll non-resident
students, Wven then they cannot en-
tey any other Institution in the state
and complete the your's work., I
shill pot recite the wrongs of the facs
ulty innocent ¢lt'zens who have
moved to these towns for the beneflt
of schooling fop their chlldren.—
President B, D. Ressler,

Mommouth nothing,

one normil school; 37 have more
nurber, nigd two states have none,

In Oregon the
These flgures show

There has nev-
Oregon Stnte Normal School, save

Oregon State Normal School has

275 normul students were
Of these only

The remainder represented

This

WHAT LENDING
EDUCKTORS SAY

Sheldon’s Bulletin, 1905,
versity of Oregon.)
The principal of the Whitewater
normal school, Wisconsin: “A large
central school is too much of & ma-
chine. Pupils have too little contact
with the administration and stronger
members of the faculty, Too much
of the instruction in such cases Is
done by subordinate and compara-
tively cheap Instructors. The school
cannot accomplish any such work In
the way of character building and
personal moulding of students gs |s
done in smaller schools.”
o

As put by the state superintendent
of Missourl: “Several schools, located
in different parts of our state will
comeg more directly in contact with
teachers and influence them more.
The faculty of a normal school hay-
Ing about twenty counties in its dis-
trict will in some measure supervise
tie schools of that distriet, while one
large central school will not reach
the teachers of the outlying countles
and will not exert the same influence
on thege counties ag upon those near-
er its location."

(Dr, .Unl-

.
THe idea is well expressed by the
president of the Madison, South Da-
kota normal: “The great school has
o massg of students and educates,
trains and graduates in mass, The
school of from 200 to 600, graduat-
ing from 40 to 80 each year knows,
oducates and trains every Individual
and fs sure of its work; it developes
character and power,"

-
When @& central school falls to at-
lract large attendance, it then s usu-
ally more expensive proportionally
than a system of loeal schools. Colo-
radn Is a case In point where the cost
of tra'ning a student for a year reach-
e4 the high figure of $248 per year,
a rate higher than that of some of
the most efficlent universities which
hiave o much more extenslve plant.
EY

The first requisite s, In all cases,
efficiency. What Is the smallest ap-
propriant'on which will support a first
ciagas school of from 160 to 250 stu-
dents? "This question was included in
the circular letter sent to the prinel-
pils and superintendents above men-
tloned.  The repllies varied from $15,-
N0 g yvear at one Hmit to $100,000 at
the other, the great majority, how-
ever, placed thelr estimates between
$26,000 and $40,000. When we coms=
pare these figures with the actual ex-
pense ‘n gome of the most successful
normal school states, such as Wis-
consin  §30,000; Massachusetts, $38,-
N00; New York and Callfornia, $38,-
000, we can safely conclude that un-
der ordinary conditiong no  normal
sehpol can be put on an efficlent ba-
uig for less than $26,000 for current
expenses,

. *

The principal of the Milwaukee
normal discusses cond!tions in Michi-
gan. “My native state is Michigan,
whera for years they have had one
large normal school. Investigation
showed that 80 per cent of its at-
tendance was drawn from adjacent
counties, It was not big enough to
make itself felt throughout the state.
Within the past eight years, three
new normal schools were established
in Michigan. The attendance at the
central school has materially In-
creased and the three other schools
are full. Tach one of the schools
draws largeld from s own locality."
-
One of the strongest arguments In
favor of a system of local achools,
In fact that In most states the
students of a normal school come
from eclosely adjacent reglons, so that
in general a system of looal schools
renches more students and therefore
triving more teachers than can a sin=
central school, All  the more
populous states having a large per-
entage of normally trained teachers
ke Wisconsin, Massachusetts and
Callfornin are states which maintaln
i system of local schools,
-

Jugt n reasonable number well dis-
tributed will reach g much larger stu-
dent body and thus reach the homse
Iife of many more. Do not central-
lze."—President Flagstaff, Arizona,
Normal,

the

gle

&
“There shouldl be two or more in a
ptate If state ls too large for one
school to get In cloge touch with all
papts of the stite."—President Alblon,
[dinho, Normal,
£l

In lurge states and territorles where
distances are so great, a number of
small ones 18 host,—8State Superin-
tendent, Arizonga,

.

“Na The smaller normal schoola
are preferable, because of the great-
¢r eage of thorough acqualntance of
studant by teacher, and of providing
a proper supply of model and practice
schools."—President Balem, Mossa-
chugetls, Normal,

-
number of small schools pref-
Experlence of older states.
Buperitnendent, Nebaska,
&
have five schools |n this state
think the attendance is larger
and work accomplished better
than in one eentra]l school. Btudents
who pttend a normal sehool are not
Inclined to travel the longer distance
necsssnry in reaching a  central
school,"—President Winona, Minn,
Normal,

‘ql\
arable
Hiate

A
and |
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“Three hundred students (s enough
for g school and that number only
in & ¢ty which can give 3000 children
in praoctice schools. Less than that
if you have not enough puplls In lower
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