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According to the government mail
contruct with muil earriers on what
are designated as ‘‘star routes,'’ such
n# the mail from Sompter to Alamo,
they are required to deliver mail to
anybody along the ronute that puts o
box at the gide of the road. The con-
tract expressly stipulates
carrier ahall make no charges for de-
livering mail to suoh points, Not-
withstanding the above, says the
Granite Gem, a looal mining company
that bas its mail delivered at a box
on the stage roand has hit on the
gohomo of holding out fifty ceots a
month from the wages of each man
mnpln_','edrut the mine, The fifty cent
churge is' made .for mail, and the
men naturally ‘wunt to know why they
ghounld pay the company fifty cents
every month for what mail they re-
coive.  The question is asked: Who
gots the fifty-vent ‘‘rake off?'" It is
ngainst the law for the mail onrrier to
tnke payment for other than what is
ealled for in the contract with the
government, so the company is not ont
u oot for having a mail snck left at
t he mine by the stage.

A e TE———

Miss 8sdie Coppinger, m splendid
specimen of true womanhood, and a
regident of the Hoho country, has
quouulwtnd n woman's ability to
snooessfully conduct 8 farm, says the
Bobo News, Miss Sadis bas n home-
atend ubout five miles east of Echo.
Hhe has farmed the land for two
yenrs, getting a good crop onch year,
and this year she tells us that she is
one of the first to finish up her farm
work, deliver her crop to the ware-
house and get her receipts for same.
Twao thousand for a barley orop, olear
money snd deposited in the bank, is
the proud record of this typical Uma-
tilln county girl,” a result which
shiould be s shining example to the
many young ladies who are above the
farm, bmt who will probably go to
Badie to make n borrow later on when
they get noguainted with the man
they marry, while Badie will attend
the fair.

It is most gralifying to say that the
good people of Portland are not tukiog
advantage of the opportunity to
Cgraft’ and “hold up'' everybody, us
has boen too often the oase at great
oxpositions.  Hotel rates, priviate
roows, menls st rostanrants or with
privito familics are as reasonable as
before the exposition opened its doors
In faot, so far us the ocost of necessi-

ties I8 conoerned, one conld hardly

that the .

renlize n great exposition is in ’.ur
blast and thousands of strangers &re
within the gates and the guests of
Portiand. Apd Portland people oan
well bo prond of this condition of
affairs. The future will show their
wisdom and bring a reward far in
excess of what would follow had a
policy of ‘‘get rich quick’ been adopt-
ed by them.
e ———————

Speaking of that Taggart scandal,
it is not the worst that ever happened.
Bad ag it is, the worst feature is the
publication of tbe testimony. All
guch trials shonld be behind closed
doors. The publio ought to be quaran-
tined agalost all like epidemics of
immorality.

Gee! the price of meat is high in
Germany. Roast beef sells at 42 cents
per pound; boiling beef 27 cents; pork
81 cents; veal 31 cents. No wondor
the working people eat but little if
any meat. Thivk of the German
government keeping American meats
oul of the country.

Bome Italipn raflrosd laborers car-
ried the yellow fever into a little
town in Missouri eleven miles from
Keokuk and that city is busting guoar-
antine arrangements that the disease
may not get into Iowa.

A New York magistrate has decided
that a woman has’s perfect right to
go through ber busband’s pockets.
He has found no way as jyet of guar-
anteeing that there will be anything
in the pockets

Mr. Paul Morton's assurance that
the policy holders have not suffered
much onder the insurance laws of the
gtute of New York will be balm to
the feelings of those whose premionms
aye still coming doe.

Mr, James Hyde will not know just
how hard he has been hit by the
Equitable goandal until the social
genson opens and he begins to send
ont dinner invitations,

By gluncing over the present payroll
Equitable polioy holders may have the
satisfaction of knowing that their
intorests are in the hauds of cheap
maon.

Baron Komura deals in $40 tips and
works all night somstimes. There is
no doubt that the Japs are civilized.

FEEDING TEAMSE ON THE STREETS

{Bpokesman-Review. )

Considerable sympathy must be ex-
tended to those citizens of Colfax and
other towns who are endeavoring to
overcomse the objections of farmers
to the attempt that is being made to
aboligh the oustom of feeding teams
in the streets. The practice is a
survival of the days when little atten-
tion was givon to oivic improvement
and when thors was neither time nor
inclination for anything but tho busi-
ness of the hour.

Those times, however, have passed,
and in all towns of any size now there
is the resognition of the fact that
streot improvement goes band iu hand
with Dbusiness prosperity, and that
it is ns essential for a town to presont
& good appearance as for a4 man or
woman to be well dressed if they
would acoomplish the best results in
business or sooial cireles. A town or
village coannot be considered well
dressed if its streets are littered with
hay und if teams are allowed to stand
for hours at & time, covering the pave-
ment with filth,

It seema by o little of that kiod of

HOW IS THE RANGE?

No matter how it is: or what the name of it is; or how

long you have had it; or where you got it.

If it's not

pleasing you, come down to the store and we will take
itinata good, fair price and sell you a brand new
BUCK. When you buy a BUCK Range from us, it
means that you get one of the best Ranges in the world,
and that you are guaranteed range satisfaction. Every
time a BUCK Range goes into a home it means that
several more BUCK ranges are usually sold on recom-

mendation. We wouldn't let you keep a Buck unless it
was satisfying you. Bucks are called the “Peace Mak-
ers.” They make things run smooth in the kitchen, and
that's where a great deal of trouble starts. They've

been giving satisfaction for 58 years.

Remember we pay

the freight where the bill amounts to $10.00.

THE DAVIS-KASER CO.

Everything to Furnish the
Home.

12-14-16-18-30-32 Alder Strevt,
WALLA WALUA, W

ASH.
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| Gompromising which Roosevelt is try-

ing to bave ths Russians and Japs
‘agree to the difficnlty between the
farmers and the towns people might

be satisfactorily adjusted,  Neither ||

Colfax nor any other town is so large
but that a vacant space or one com-
paraiively unused gide street conld be
utilized for teams without being in-
conviniently distant from the busi-
ness portion.

This is the plan adopted in Hutohin-
son, one of the prettiest and most
prosperous of southern Minnesota
towns, surronnded by a rich farming
cnunhz The prinelpal business
street {8 wide and well paved, and be-
canse of the fact that for five or six
blocks no teams are allowed to be
stabled upon it or aupon the immedi-
ate adjacent gide sbreets the town is
nlways attractively olean. Inquiry
smong the farmeraonma day when
many of them were in town developed
the !mt that they were well satisfled
with the arrangement. The Colfax
farmers might find that to give way a
little on what they consider an inali-
enable privilege on the fown streets
would not serionsly affeot them.

EMINENT DOMAIN AND IRRIGATION

(Oregondan, )

The project of irrigating arid land
through the public Reclamation Serv.
jos, which Pregident Roosevelt recom-
mended and which congress adopted,is
rotarded by two serious . diffionlties in
addition to those inherent in the work
itself. One is the reluctance of hold-
ers of large tracts of land affected by
the project to meet the government’s
requirement that ownership by one
person nunder a ditoh be limited to 160
asores, The other diffionlty comes
from vested rights of landowners al-
ready in ppssession of water supplies.

From the president's staundpoint,
the government's requiremsnt js fun.
damentally just, singe his only ob-
ject in advooating reclamation was to
provide homes for as many families
as possible. But the landowners
naturally take a differont view of the
matter. The diffioulty is serious be-
onuse the greater part of all areas
which the reclamation service is like-
ly to affect has passed from govern-
meut ownership into private hands
and is held in large tracts. To
water these lands at publio exponse is
not proposed ; the cost of the irriga-
tion works, it is expeoted, will ulti-
mately return from the areas bene-
fited. But, nevertheless, there are
three objections, all serious, to allow-
ing the tracts to remain nndivided.

For one thing, and this is the least
iweighty, though weighty enongh, the
large landowner would receive an
enormons benefit in the increased
value of his land through neighbor-
ing settlements for which he would
make no reutrn. If he were obliged
to sell or econtract to sell st a fixed
price before settloment of the irri-
gated tract began he would be depriv-
ed of bis advantage, which is unjust
from every point of view, and pap-
tionlarly so when the method of evas-
ion and chicane are recalled by which
these princely domains have been too
often aoquired.

Again, the very objeot of the gov-
ernment in undertaking reclamation
wonld be thwarted, gince instead of
providing many homes for many fami-
lies, it would merely euarich a few
groat proprietore. And, finally, these
proprietors, as the demusnd for land
inoreased with time, would come to
the estate and arrogance of fendsl
lords dominating o population of ten-
ants, whioch is coutrary to the Ameri-
can ideals and policy. The enormous
productiveness of irrigated farms
makes it easy to leage them on terms
profitable to the landlord; and this ia
vory well o long as the tenant may
ultimately buy his holdings. But in
the case of great estates paying heavy
returns there would e no ohance for
him to buy. The economioc condi-
tions which are breaking np the bo-
nanza wheat farms in Dakota and the
large onttlo ranches in Texas, would
not apply to irrigated tracts. Here
the landlord’'s profit would include
not oniy the normal rent of his land,
but also the fee for water, und he
would not be likely to sell.

As to the second difficulty which the
Reclamation Service encounters, that
of veated rights of persons already
using water. Where the water supply
is limited, an irrigation system oan-
not be satisfactory unless all users
have the same rights and are subject
to the samo rules, Nnmberless ques-
fions of equitable distribution,
maintennes and ropairs of ditohes,
precautions agaiust waste and the
liko, cnnse dissension and litigation
under the best of systems. Whore
nsers from the same limited sonrce
had varions titles to their water the
troubles would be fatal.

Here, then, is 6 case where the in-
terest of private owners comes square
ly in confliot with tho interest of the
public. “~Which should give way?
The usage of civilized nations whan
sach a confliot ocours is long estab-
lished and invariable. Napoleon II1
invoked the right of eminent domain
to construct the bonlevards of Paris;
Manchester invoked it to condemn
and destroy unhygienic tenements;
railroad companies invoke it dally to
establish their rights of way, and
oities nre veing it more and more to
open parks and playgrounds, Thero
is, therefore, abuodant t and
ocogent reason for the United States
government to confer npon the Reela-
mation Service the power of eminent
domuin for the condemmnation of all
land and all water rights which in
any way hinder or limit the usefnl-
ness of President Roosevelt's bens-
flcient project for the irrigation of

| arid aroas

Repairing

I want to call your attention
to the fact that I do all kinds
of Walch, Clock and Jewelry
repairing. I do accurate work,
get it out quick and guaran-
tee every job sent out. - -

Watches and Jewelry

I carry a line of cheap and
medivm price watches that
will stand rough use and are
dust proof; also a line of jew-
elry, novelties aud silverware.

ROYAL M. SAWTELL

Jeweler Athena
AAAAAAAPAPAAAAPAPNAAPAAIA

PETERSON & PETERSON,
Attorneys-at-Law

ATHENA, - - - OREGON.

J. D. PLAMONDON
PHYSICIAN AND SURGEDN,
Office 1n :
Barrett Building, - - Athena, Oregon

Dr, A. B, Stone,
PHYSICIAN & SURGEON

Calls answered promptly day or night
Office in Post Building, Athena, Oregon

8. F. Sbarp

PHYSIQIAN AND BURGEON
Bpecial attention given to Female
Diseases.

Calls promplly answered, Offioe on Third
Street, Athens, Oregor

WM, M'BRIDE, Proprietor.
South Side Main Street, Athena, Ore.

Dealer in Paints, Oils,
Drugs and Toilet articles

Lubricating and Compoun

OILS

Drugs and Drug Sundries,
Prescriptions Carefully Compounded.

Seasonable 44

force

R J. BODDY'S

MEAT MARKET

Fresh Meata. Only |}

the Best is Good.

First
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National Bank

of Athena
"." 1
CAPITAL STOCK,. ........... $50,000
SURPLUS,.. ......ooovnn.. 12,600

H. (. Adnms,
.3

Kirk, Vios
F.8, Lk Grow, Uashler,

Prope: attention given to colleetions. Deals in foreign and domestic ox-
change, Fire and burglar-proof vaults and safes—no charge

for keeping your valuable papers.

)

dent.
ident, .

CONTRACTING AND BUILDING

e ————

Hereafter I will engage in Contracting and building ‘in
all ita braoches, I amin a position to carry on this line
of business in a thorough and satslactory manner, in
connection with my Lumber Yard.
best workmen money can secure, and before you let your
contract it will pay you to get my figures. -

A. M. GILLIS, PROPRIETOR,

f.IHE GILLIS LUMBER YARD

%:Nlﬂll }mmum
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I will employ the

Peeer & Chamberlain

Buccessors to the Umatilla Implement Co.

Agricultural Implements

WAGONS, CARRIAGES, ENGINES,
MACHINERY, THRESHERS ETC,

ATHENA,

OREGON,

Umatilla Lumber Yarﬁm

Ed Barrett, Manager

=

Building Material

Lumber, Shingles, Sash, Doors, Paints, Oils,
Glass, Wall Paper, Building Paper, Brick, etc.
Special inducements on orders for carload Iota
Fence posts in quanﬂﬁes to suit, : :

Roslyn Coal, Puget Sound Wood

CONTRACTING.

S

ESTIMATES FURNISED ON ALL

KINDS OF BUILDING ON SHORT NOTIFICATION

-—‘6*

BARBER SHOP

asod Up-to-date

PARKER
& LANE'S

Everything First
Class - Modern

Fresh Bread Daily

For
When we say Fresh Bmd we mean Freah House Keeping
Bread, 5t Piu. Cakes and Pastries i
Baked to Try oar FAMOUS iy
WASHINGTON PIE. The Ever. Bee our stock before you buy

SOUTH SIDE OF MAIN STREET.

PRENDERGAST BAKERY

ATHENA, OREGON.

| THE PRESS, ONLY-$2 PER VEAR.




