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Hearst's Chicago American of a re-
cent imsue contained the following
editorial, which has created no little
comment on the part of the press
generally beonuse of the faot that it
shows n spirit of fairness which does
uot always characterize the Ameri-
can's editorinls, It says:

“It wonld be a misfortune to the
country if the few big papers in the
big cities should interfere serionsly
with the publication of the valuable
und intelligent local newspapers—for
upon these local newspapers the wel-
fare of the country very largely de-
pends, The metropoiltan daily cannot
possibly know the needs of the varions
looalitios and small oities. Only the
loenl newspapers ean protect locul
needs and influence local opinion. Of
course we uro very glnd to have as
many people as possible read the
Ohicago American in the big cities
und the little cities. But we hope
that in every small town and every
village there will be enough intalli-
gence and public spirit on  the part of
the locsl inhabitants to sapport earn-
und enthusisstically the best
loeal newspaper, giving encouraging
approbation and a good living to the
looal editor, who nlone oan represent
nnd defend justice and publio spirit
anmong his neighbors. The man is
unfortunate who cannot afford to take
two newspapers at today's prices. He
who can afford only oune newspaper,
in our opinion shold display his sense
of duty to his locality by taking the
local newspaper.”

outly

News colomns of oastern papers
give evidence of considerable atten-
tion being paid to the exposure of
blackmuil methods thnt have been
pursned in New York City for some
time by certain notorions and noxious
publications of that eity, and sur-
prise is expressed that prominent busi-
nes and social men ghould submit to
the terms laid down by suoh publion-
tions, And yet the very same meth-
od of blnekmail has been practiced in
Washington at the beginning of every
congress for the past ten yoars or
more, and there hag been no ountery
from u gingle vietim or intended vie-
tim. Unpited BSitates senators, rather
thun run the risk of beiog ronsted or
shown up, have gone into their pook -
ota for unywhere from $100 to $1000
evory two yenrs, at the dictation of as
biold and villainous scoundrels as ever
worked n flim-flam in that city. At
the begiuning of every congress these
bunco artists appear in the capitol,

onthe lives of all sena

senator I8 naked to furnish Ms portrait |

+which the company will publish fres
of cost if you have n copper plate en-
graviog.” Of conrse no senator has a
copper plate, g0 it costs him anywhere
from $50 to #500 for the plate. Some-
thing extra is thrown in for writing
up a oreditable biography. But there
is not alone one holdup artist of this
gort; there are usoally three or four
at the opening of every congress, and
it {8 a graft that is worked as regular-

ly as congreas convenes.
AP SIS A e e

Life insurance costs too much by far
in America. This is the great lesson
of the Equitable scandal. The pubtic
may demand that state or nation run
the insurance business. In Germany
the government’s industrial insurance
is run at a cost for administration of
only 7 per cent, of the reoceipts, in
England the cost is only 9 per cent of
receipts in the governmeut's ordinary
life insorance, but in the average
American company it is 34 per cent.
Out of every dollar paid for life in-
gurance in this country 84 ceots goes
for expenses, while government insur-

. ance in England is ran at ope-fourth

this expense. America may well
take n lesson in life insurance from
Germany and Epgland. It is too
sncred an institution to be allowed to
continne without snitable regulations
in the interest of the insured.

THE PLEA OF THE PIRATES.

(Oragonian. )

Had Governor Ls Follette made the
same remark a few years ago whioh
he made ut Galesburg the other day,
he would have been numbered thence
forth among incendary anarchists, *‘I
ghould like,”’ said the governor, '‘to
bave a hand in hanging Stuyvesant
Fish.” The nution does not shudder;
it merely wonders why Mr. La Fol-
lette should limit his sangunivary im-
punlse to Btuyvesant ¥Fish out of the
great multitude who are ripe for the
halter, Indeed, a very andible sigh
of regrot nscends from the American
people that the belligerant reformer
cannot proceed from the wish to its
fulfillment. Nevertheleas, Stnyvesant
Fish is a great man and Mrs. Stuy-
vesant Figh is something more than a
great lady. He is president of the
Ilineis Central railroad, and she has
declined to be the wife of the presi-
dent of the United Btates. To be sure,
sho declined without being asked, bat
it is the feeling of the heart, we must
remember, that counts, not the ex.
ternal cironmstances.

Later, and at a Chantanqua As-
sembly, too, where incendiary utter-
ances must fall on the timidly correct
congrogation, one would suppose, like
A band of pirates upon a nunnery,
Mr, La Follette violently denounced
that pillar of the chureh, the college
and gociety, John D. Rockefeller, It
is added in the acoount that what he
said was applanded. Trifling in theg-
solves, such faots ns thess aréd far from
trival when they must boe taken as
symptoms of a profound ethical revo-
lution in the netion, They are the
surface wavelets which tell something
of u deep disturbance in the ocean of
society. It is not unlikely that the
Ameorioan people are feeling just now
the initial stirrings of a tremendons
revival,, Nota revival of ecclesia-
gticism, bot of vital und efficient
righteonsness, That this is coming
there are many signs. The enduaring
popularity of Theodore Roosevelt,
who is a righteons man in the sanse
of Matthew Arnold and the Hebrew,
prophets, is one sign. It is another,
most, ominons for evildoers in high
places, that the wrath of the people
ngainat them does not burn itself ont.
The public does not weary of the
continuons flood of exposure and de-

Meet Me at

Davis-Kasers

them around with you.

You can always safoly sny this when you come to town,
and wish to make shopping appointments with a friend.
Wo've got a sort of comfort rovom for your convenience,
und you have a standing invitation to nse it whenever yon
like.  It's o good pluoe to clean up, if you have had a long
vide. It's a good place to rest, if you feel like resting. It's
a good pluce to wait, if yon are waiting,
ly samethiong to 1ead, if yon feel like readiog,
to leave you buondles, too, if yon don’t feel like carrying
Our store has been enlarged and
our #tocks are larger and better than ever before and we
want you to come and look nround whether buying or not.
Sort of make the store your headguarters, for you are
suraly weleome when you come.

| THE DAVIS-KASER €0.

Everything to Furnish thei
Home.

|
19-14-16.18:90-32 Alder Street, | .
WALLA WALLA, & WABH.| Specialty

There is genoral-
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not in the grafters only, but in them-
selves. A whole nation is erying
“Lord, be merciful unto us miserable
sinvers.”” The belief is coming home
to ull of ns that if Diogenes were to
set ont with his candle today to find
an honest man, he wonld be still less
successful than he was in Athens two
thousand years ago. The nstion sick-
ens of its moral filth,

How will it fare with pillars of
soolety like Fish and Rockefeller in
that day of wrath which seems to be
at hand?  No sane person looks for a
bloody, and, poasibly, richly deserved,
retribution upon these men; but there
is going to be a fearful coming to
judgment of some sort. What can
they say in their defense? They can
say, for ome thing, that they are
symptoms, rather than causes, of the
vational disease. Rockefeller can
successfully plead in reply to Misa
Tarbell, for example, who indiots him
again in the August MoClure's, that
he has not made the nation dishonest
but, rather, that the dishonesty of the
nation gave him his opportumity to
achieve his bad eminence in piracy.
He was born into ecorraption, and,
like the larvae of certain insects, he
found it uniquely adapted to his
nature, and throve in it. Not one of
his sohemes could have been manned
or exeonted in a community of sound
moral ideas. All of them must bhave
failed in a country where adequate
laws were faithfully enforced. Mr.
Rockefeller found the law mneither
adequate to cover the conditions of
modern commerce, mnor enforced
when its antiguated rules did apply.
For every principle of law he found a
method of evasion with s good or
better standing in the courts. He has
nsed the law as an apparatus for plun-
der; but he found law and lawyers
ready to his hand. He creatéd neither
of them." Nor has he ever failed to
find plenty of helpers in all his pre-
datory undertakings. .

With the soul of a miser and the in-
telleot of & Baoon, Mr. Rockefeller
was born at n time when lax morals
and inadequate laws invited avarice
to plunder, He accepted the invita-
tion with determined zeal, and for
many years he spent all his energy in
devouring his abundant and easy prey.
A gtudeut of the evolution of Mr.
Rookefeller wonld naturally call this
the larva, or grub, period of his life,
The stndent would also expeot to see
him emerg from this lowly estate, as
all grobs do, and soar aktove the
earth as a winged creatore. Mr,
Rockefeller, and all his genius, try
very hard to complete their evolution
and show themselves as something of
a finer nature than mere devourers.
No one enjoys the hatred of his kind.
In these men the hunger for approba-
tion even overcomes their avarice,
and, withont forsaking their  evil
ways, they pay emormons sumb fo
buy the praise, or at least, the silence,
of thoge who lead public opinion.
They find both the praise and the
gilence for sale; but they find also that
in this matter public opinion will
not be led. It moves more and more
strongly toward condemnation and
beigns to repudiate the leaders who
would, as it thinks, mislead. These
eriminals, who have so long defled the
law and despised the rules of manly
fair dealing, and who now wish to
pose as philanthropists and benefac-
tors of humanity, hear nothing from
the great public but sneers and satire.
They may ultimately bear something
worse, for the American’ people are
growing impatient of hypocrisy. But,
whatever may fail, they are entitled
to plead that the nation which now
condemns them tempted them to com-
mit their misdeeds by its own inade-
quate laws, pliant judiciary and lax
maorals.

WHITE WATER IN THE OCEAN.

Siagebar Ploasmenon Witnessed at
Raseo intervals (8 o Trep-
tenl Regtons,

Of the many sighte witnessed in the
oasana of the globie, one of the mont
curious and most welrd in that de-
scribed by saflors an "the milky sen.”
ships belng surrounded for gseveral
hours by water that appears to be a
snowy whiteness. Compiled from ex-
periences recorded during the last 70
yoars, an interesting account of the
phenomenon s given on the North At-
lantic and Mediterranean Pilot Chart
The spectacie is reatricted 1o the dark
ness of night and rare cecaszions, and,
while it Is limited mainly to the warm.
er waters of the tropieal bely, it ap-
pears to be more common in the In-
dian ocean than in the Atlantic and
Pacific. From the white water the
light is so atrong that ordinary news-
paper print can be read on board ship,
but the scene all around is of an awe-
inapiring deseription. The horizon is
blotted out, sea and aky seem to be-
come one in a sort of univeraal lumi-
novs fog, whieh, like a London fog.
robs the observer of the pense of dis-
tance and direction, the deck being it
up with a ghastly, shadowless light.
Last June off the west const of South
Americs a bueket of the white water
emptied back into the sea resembled
molten lead. This curious aight has
intereated scientifie investigatars, Dar-
win among them: but while it is, no
donbt, related to the many phosphor-
escont displays common at wea, there
in no difficult explanation forthenm-
:“:f this partienlar manifestation or

© singular atmospheric effecty re-
sulting from W b
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Repairing

1 want to call your attention
to the fact that I do all kinds
of Watch, Clock and Jewelry
repairing. I do accurate work,
get it out quick and guaran-
tee every job sent out. - -

Watchesand Jewelry

I carry & line of cheap and
medivm price watches that
will stand rough use and are
dust proof; also a line of jew-
elry, novelties aud silverware.

ROYAL M. SA TELL

Jeweler —:— Athena

PETERSON & PETERSON,
Attorneys-at-Law

ATHENA, - - - OREGON.

J. D. PLAMONDON
PHYSICIAN AND BUR{JEON,
Office
Barrett Building, - - Athena, Oregon

Dr. A B. Stone,
PHYSICIAN & SURGEON

Oalls anawered promptly day or night
Office in Post Building, Athena, Oregon

8. F. Bharp

PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON
Special attention given to Female
Diseases.

Calls promptly snswered, OMce on Third
dtreet, Athens, Oregor

— N At o T

WM., M'BRIDE, Proprietor.
South Bide Main Btreet, Athena, Ore,

Dealer in Paiots, Oils,
Drugs and Toilet articles

Lubricating and Compoun

OILS

Drugs and Drug Sundries.
Prescriptions Carefully Compounded.

force

MEAT MARKET

N

Fresh Meats. Only
the Best is Goed.

from genuine fresh cods’ livers, with organie iron and other

body-building ingredients, but no oil or grease, making the
groatest strength and flesh creator known to medicine. For

people, puny children, weak, pale women, nursing

Try #t—if you dou't ke it we will return money.

PIONEER DRUG STORE

" First
National Bank

SURPLUS, .

Prope! attention given to collections, Deals in foreign and domestic ex-
chaoge, Fire and burglar-proof vaults and safes—no charge
for keeping your valuable papers.

O

. Adama, President.
J4 Kirk, Vice-President.

. A oarreit,
P. K Oamnm.}l)lmmru
F. B. LeGrow,

F. 8. Le Grow, Uashier, I, M. Kixy, Assisiant Unshler

of Athena ‘
B ‘
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CONTRAGTING AND BUILDING

Herealter I will engage in Contracting and buildiog in
all its branches, Iamin a position to carry on this line
of business in a thorough and satsfactory manner, in
connection with my Lumber Yard. I will employ the
best workmen mouvey can securs, and before you let your
contract it will pay you to get my figures, - - -

A. M, CILLIS, PROPRIETOR,

THE CGILLIS LUMBER YARD

Peebler & Chamberlain

Successors to the Umatilla Implement Co.

Agricultural Implements

WAGONS, CARRIAGES, ENGINES,
MACHINERY, THRESHERS ETC.

ATHENA, OREGON.

\ : ARAAAL

Umatilla Lumber Yar

Ed Barrett, Manager

——

Building Material

Lumber, Shingles, Sash, Doors, Paints, Oils,
Glass, Wall Paper, Building Paper, Brick, etc.
Special inducements on orders for carload lots.
Fence posts in quantitiesto suit. : : : : :

Roslyn Coal, Puget Sound Wood

CONTRACTING. ESTIMATES FURNISED ON ALL
KINDS OF BUILDING ON SHORT NOTIFICATION

PARKER
LANE'S

&
BRBER P

Everything First
Class - Madern
and Up-to-dute

._ »
. ¥
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SOUTH SID  MAIN
STREET - ATHEMA.

Se¢ our stock befors you buy.

Baker & Folsom

The Complete House Furrishers, Main
St., next to Postoffice, Pendleton.

Foleys 1

and Tar
pueumonis,




