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STEAMER CONGRESS
COMPLETELY GUTTED

RESCUE OF PASSENGERS AAnD
CREW EFFECTED JUST
IN TIME

Hace With Death Beging When Short
Distance off Cape Blanco—Dredge
Michie Sights Smoking Vessel and
Goes 1o Rescue of Passenges and
Crew—4283 Refugees Landed.

Flames from a fire unsuccessfully
battled for hours were heating tha
decks of the steel steamer Congress
| and smoke was partly enveloping the
i ipper structures when the vessel, af-
ter a 30-mile race anchored just off
wa Pay about 4 o'clock Thursday
ifternoon and all persons aboard,
123 passengers and crew, were trans-
ferred in safety to the Government
dredge Colonel P. 8. Michie

At 8:20 that night the Michie
landed the refugees at North Bend,
vhere they were cared for by hospit
assistant
manager of the Pacific Coast Steam
ship Company came by special traln
from San Franclaco The refugees

ible realdents, whila the

were taken to thelr destination, Se
ittle, in special trains

The transfer of all hands from the
Congress was accomplished without a
iingle mishap Charles lToughin,
ship's baker, a surviver of the T4
tanle disaster, was the only person
He was

who fell Into tha water
chief baker on the Congress
HRace With Death Won

Fire was discovered off>the (Con-
gress about 1 o'cloek in the after
noon. 1t was in tha second steerage,
is nearly as could ba located It
gained headway In epite of all efforta
to control it The vessel was abont
10 miles off shore when the com
mander decided to put In

A terrific race to save tha livea
aboard the steamer at once beagan
Tha Congress dashed for shore In
feap water off the harhor antrancn
she cast anchor, the flames craesp
ing forward meanwhile from the af
ter hold to a point amidehip. Boata
wers swung out and lowerad and the
work of taking off the passengers
hagan

Transfer (alims Passengers

Ae fast as a boal was loaded It pro
cneded to the bar dAredie Michie, 1o
which the passengers wera tranafer
red When tha wark began tha for.
vard decks of the Congresa wara
hlack with terrified men, women and
hildren As the work proceeded th
passengeara hecama calmer Tha aea
i-.,-,;, smooth and the weather fine and

therse was littla delas
\ Tha gasoline schooner Tillamonol
!-.hw'h was in harhor at North Band
! vent out to the ald of the Michi
| The steamer A. M Simpean also went
| wit, but arrived too late to plek up
| any passengers as all had been
ilaced on board of the Michie

| Hescue Finishedd at 1ark

When darkness came all person
ad been taken off tha Congress and
he Michie headed for the harhor
| Tha Congress by this time wan wraf
._..-.| in lames from stem to stern and
| was adrift

Passengers Bahave Well
| The passengers, for tha most part
ehaved well and there was no pan
ship's oMcers repeatedly as

ired those on board that port yuld

|
:.. Thi
|
|he made in ample time for all to he
aved Wireless calls were sent sut
|urging all vessels to come to the
rescue and these wers repeated a!
| frequent Intervals until the wireleas
power plant became disabled and use
|less First the main wireless plant
hecama uselesa and thep, the auxil
|lary went down, but not until thes

0. 8. had bean received at Cape
Hlanco, Bandon and, Coos Bay wire
lesa stations

The Michie went to the rescue be
fore having received any messags
whatever Bhe had just completad
loading with dirt inside the Coos Bay
harbor when the captain noticed a
ship coming towards the entrance

Ir--|' several miles out, with great vol

umes of black smoke emanating [rom

her stern He immediately put out

|dumped his load and proceeded at

full speed towards the hurning ves-

fRel

Cargo Was Not laflammable
Then the Congresa

(Continued on last page)
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