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T OUR house, we have just ﬂn‘:

jshed making plans for our|
Christmas album, and we already
have the equipment and supplies

This is one of our big|
and

ready for it
camera projects every winter,
we always try to do our very best |
on holiday pictures,

Every year, our “scenario” s}
much the same—Dbut of course each
Christmas is different. A different
tree, different gifts, different toys
—and year by year in these hoHday
albums we can watch the children
growing up, progressing to new in-
terests and new playthings. This
year, I guess, Jack will graduate
to his first real “man-size” bicycle;
and Ann will have her first sure-
enough sewing machine, Those are
the things that make the Christmas
album interesting—and we wouldn't
miss a year's chapter for anything.

I start getting picturea long he-
fore Christmas—some on the first|
shopping trips, others as gifts are[
being wrapped. Then I get some
seM-timer shots of myself setting
up the tree (and the children now
also get shots of that with their
own cameras), Then we take quite
& few shots as the tree Is belng
decorated, and of courses a shot or
two of the youngsters hanging up
thelir stockings.

Use “discovery” shots such as this to round out the Christmas picture
story. Try keeping a special year-by-year album of Christmas pictures—
it's worth while.

Christmas morning. the childreo
dash in for an early peek at the
and the things under it, bot
nothing is disturbed until after
breakfast. Then we put on an act
for the camera, We have them peep
over the upper stalr rall, then pre-
tend to come rushing down the
stalirs, then .crawl under the tree
for a look-see. Each of these is a
pleture—and we also get shots of
the distribution and opening of the
important gifts. Where gifts must
be tried out—Jack’'s new bike, for
example —we picture that too,

It makes a well-rounded story,
and is fun to get. For the Indoor
shots, wa use flood bulbs in most
cases—flash bulbs In a few that
include large areas. Since the tree
is a dark subject. we decorate it
heavily with tinsel and silver
globes, and concentrate plenty of
light on it to bring out the detail.
That always makes it show up well.
And of coursa for indoors we use
high speed film.

Try it yourself this Christmas—
instead of a few casual shots make
a pleture story and start a special
album, Then year by year you can
watch it grow Into a treasure-book
of memories.
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