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“Expenses vary with different cost conditions in different communities.
To allow for such additional expense, the Bonneville standard rates
for public systems PROVIDE FOR A SURCHARGE where needed.”

w~From the address of Dr. Paul J. Raver, Bonneville Admin-
istrator, delivered Mav 5, 1940, over radio station KOIN.

How large would a surcharge be for farm customers
in a Washington County PUD?

In TVA, farm customers pay a surcharge of £1 a month
~—%£12 a year.

How big a surcharge—on top your regular electric bill

L

~—would vou have to pay?

The Old Trick

PUD advocates are boldly promising Washington County citi-
zens so-called “standard”™ Bonneville rates, in a last-minute
attempt to get your vote. This is the same type of political
trick employed elsewhere by PUD proponents who later,
the record now shows, BETRAYED THE PUBLIC WHICH
TRUSTED THEM.

The truth is, nobody can forecast what rates of the proposed PUD
might be. Neither the Bonneville Administrator nor any other respon-

sible official ever has announeed a rate for the proposed Washington
County PUD, or for any other public system not yet in business.

The so-called “standard™ Bonneville schedules might be adopted by
anv electric system—publicly or privately managed. However, as indi-
cated by the Bonne \1]!0 Administrator himself (see top of this adver-
tisement), such schedules would have to include an ADDITIONAL
SURCHARGE where needed to compensate for higher operating
costs found in communities of rural character. Don’t allow deliberate
misquotations of the Bonneville Administrator by PUD advocates

to mislead vou on this score.

Remember the Betrayal of Voters by
PUD Advocates in Washington State

Almost exactly the same sort of rate promises now being made
by PUD advocates to Washington County voters, were
made to voters in Pacific County, Wash., less than two years
ago. Yoters in that county believed and trusted newspaper
advertisements which promised them the Bonneville “objec-
tive” rate promulgated by the late J. D. Ross, then Bonneville
administrator. This rate started at 2'; cents per kilowatt-
hour. Yet today, the Pacific County PUD No. 1 charges its
customers a rate that begins at 53'; cents—MORE THAN
TWICE AS MUCH!
Consider also the betrayal of voters in the Mason County, Wash.,

PUw No. 1, which has the lowest PUD rate in America—

(1) PUD slapped a $35,704 tax (the legal limit) on all the taxable
property in the district.

(2) The PUD floated $70,000 (also the legal limit) of general
obligation bonds, which are direct mortgages against all the taxable
property in the district.

(3) Finally, as a climax, the PUD raised rates as much as 42%!

The ratepayers raised such a howl that the PUD finally adjusted its
rates—but they're still 13% to 29.6% higher than the rates you now pay.

Don't be DUPed
by the PUD

Portland General Electric Co.
Tuslatin Valley Division, Hillsbors, Oregon

VOTE 301X NO

When You Vote...

—If a PUD is set up, it will not be in
the electric business until it floats a
bond issue to pay for an electric
system. The law allows $2,246,220
of general obligation bonds to be
issued in Washington County—mort-
gages against your property. The law
allows an wunlimited amount of
revenue bonds to be issued—mort-
gages on your future electric bills.

also

—Until it threw the county into
debt to pay for an electrie system,
a Washington County PUD could
collect up to 844,924 a year for five
ygars in taxes for "organmation ex-
penses” . . . without it being put to
a vote of the }‘k‘u[nll‘f

The experience in Washington State
shows that these “organization” funds
usually go for fees to lawyers, "valua.
tion experts”, and others who have
shown themselves only too willing
to feed at the PUD tax trough.

—Typical was the recent Washington
State PUD deal in which three
attorneys split $9,740.62 (on top of
their monthly retainer fees.) And a
certain “bond agent” pocketed an
$8,685.34 commission.

State and Federal regulation of
rates would go out the window if a
PUD comes in. The PUD directors
wouid not be regulated by the State,
the Federal Government, or by any-
body else.

—The PUD directors would be bossed
only by PUD revenue bondholders;
who can FORCE UP ELECTRIC
RATES in order to compel payment
of principal and interest.

—=NO PUD ANYWHERE HAS
BEEN ABLE TO OFFER RATES
AS LOW AS THOSE YOU HAVE
RIGHT NOW. REMEMBER THIS
WHEN YOU GO TO THE POLLS!
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