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“American Legion” Plane for Atlantic Flight
«

By ELMO SCOTT WATSON
PHIL 27 of this year marks the 

one hnndred fifth anniversary of 
the birth o f a remarkable Amer­
ican. He Is remarkable In the 
sense that his life story Is the 
paradox of a failure who suc­
ceeded. not once, but many tliuea. 
W. E. Woodward, author of 
“George Washington : The Image 
and the Man." recently an­
nounced that he Is at work on 
the "reconstruction of another 
great American historical figure. 

Gen. nysses S. Grant." From other statements of 
his It Is evident that he Is approaching his subject 
from the “ successful failure” angle.

“Grant’s career was one of the most dramatic 
In our history," he says. “ At the age o f thirty- 
eight he was an obscure and beaten man. sitting 
silently around the store In a country store. Ills 
opportunities were all apparently behind him. He 
had left the army under the charge of drunken­
ness and had found himself unable to make a 
living In business. Who would hare dreamed, at 
the beginning of the Civil war. that this seedy, 
discouraged failure was to become the great leader 
of the Union armies and to be President for two 
terms T"

It Is because Grant's career was a dramatic one 
and because his life story has In It so many 
dramatic elements that he Is such an Interesting 
figure. There Is the “ farm boy who became Presi­
dent" element and, despite the failure« In hta 
career. It has. In Its general outlines, all the ele­
ments o f the “ success story" of which Americans 
seem to be particularly fond. As a military genius 
It Is doubtful I f he was the equal of half a dosen 
other generals In the Union and Confederate 
armies. But Grant, the soldier, was a picturesque 
character and It Is easy to understand how the 
picture of this stocky, dark, taciturn man. chew­
ing upon the Inevitable cigar, would appeal to the 
Imagination of a people so soon to become wedded 
to a gospel of efficiency and a tradition— Intensi­
fied. albeit, by the movies— of a “strong, silent 
man” as an Ideal.

Then there Is the matter o f epigrammatic utter­
ance. We Americans are fond of laconic speech, 
of our "great sayings by great men," catcb-words, 
slogans and the like. So why should we not 
remember the man who said “Let us have peace!" 
and whose brief “unconditional surrender" mes­
sage to the general of an opposing army could 
by an Identity of Initials make It easy to read 
"C. S. Grant” as “ Ulysses Simpson Grant“ or 
"Unconditional Surrender Grant" or "United 
States Grant” One other element Is the fact that 
the manner o f his becoming President followed 
historic tradition so closely. The tradition was 
established when the new Republic made the 
victorious George Washington Its first President. 
The tradition was perpetuated after the war of 
1812 In the gift of the Presidency to Andrew 
Juckson. hero of the Battle of New Orleans, and 
a little later to William Henry Harrison, the “Old 
Tippecanoe" hero of another battle In that con­
flict. Zuobary Taylor, the “Old Itough and Heady” 
o f Mexican war fame, was similarly rewarded 
by his country. So why should not the victorious 
general o f the war between the states be ele­
vated to the presidency as soon as the opportunity 
offered? That question was answered In 1808 
when General Grant became President Grant.

Grant, the President, is rather a dim, vague 
figure In our minds. It Is Grant, the soldier, who 
Is remembered, and for 300 years those two words 
have been synonymous, n.vsses Simpson Grant 
wns eighth In descent from Matthew Grant, 
who came to Massachusetts In IKK) and was sur­
veyor of Connecticut for more than forty years. 
Although there Is no direct evidence o f the fact, 
it is not unlikely that Matthew Grant had a part 
in the Indian wars In New England and thus 
established the line of military Grants. At any 
rate the soldier strain cropped out early for Noah 
Grant, Ulysses’ great-grandfather, and Solomon 
Grant, his great granduncle, held British commis­
sions during the Seven Years or French and 
Indian war (1756-1703) and both were killed In 
the same campaign. Noah Grant, his grandfather. 
Joined a Connecticut company In the Continental 
army and served throughout the Revolution from 
Bunker hill to York!own.

Whether or not a Grant of this line served In 
the War o f 1812 Is not recorded, hut Clysses S. 
Grant, who served In 'he Mexican war and the 
Civil war, his «on. Gen. Frederick Pent Grant who 
« erred In the Indian campaigns. In the flpnnlsh- 
Amerl-nn war, and In the Philippine*, and his 
grandson, Capt Ulysses Grant 111, who served 
In the World war, wore true to their soldier her-

citpr. u s  GteAamz
Itage and carried on the tradition of military serv­

ice by successive generations of Grants.
After the Revolution Noah Grant emigrated to 

Pennsylvania and in 171» he continued westward 
to Ohio General Grant has recorded In hts 
memoirs that “ Noah Grant wag not thrifty In the 
*"sy of laying up stores on earth" and financial 
reverses as well ns the death of his wife In 1908 
broke up the family. Jesse Grant, the father of 
the future President, was given a home by Judge 
Tod of Ohio and he remained with Tod until he 
was old enough to learu a trade and strike out 
for himself.

At Ravenna. Ohio, Jesse Grant established a 
tannery and later moved to Point Pleasant, Cler- 
nroot county. Ohio. There, on April 22. 1822. a 
son was born and given the name o f Hiram 
Ulysses. Grant was ap[>olnted to West Point In 
1839 and It was at that time that “ Hiram Ulysses" 
bscnme “Ulysses Simpson.“ In the course of mak­
ing the appointment. Congressman Hamer of Ohio 
was obliged to give the full name of hla protege. 
Knowing that the boy's nume was Ulysses and 
his mother's maiden name was Simpson, at a 
venture he wrote It down “ Ulysses Simpson 
Grant-” And so It remained through the remainder 
o f Grant's life. While his career at the military 
academy cannot be called a failure, at least it 
was far from a success. The fact that his class­
mates distorted “ Ulysses” Into “ Useless” has some 
significance. Except for his superior horseman­
ship, and proficiency In mathematics, he was never 
squarely at either end o f the class, front nor rear. 
Mediocrity Is perhaps the most fitting characteriza­
tion of Grant, the West Pointer. Ills  class stand­
ing was so low that be served his fourth year as 
a private and at the age of twenty-one he was 
graduated with a ranking o f 21 In a class o f 39.

His Interest In horses, both as a boy In Ohio 
and as a cadet at West Point, had crystallized Into 
a desire to obtain a commission In the cavalry 
upon graduation. Instead he wag appointed a 
second lieutenant In the Fourth Infantry. I f  this 
was not Grant's first "failure," It was at least his 
first frustration, which Is so nearly the same 
thing. He was ordered to Jefferson barracks In 
Missouri and while there his dissatisfaction with 
army life  became so pronounced that he deter­
mined to resign and seek a professorship in 
mathematics In some college. He applied for an 
appointment as assistant professor of mathe­
matics at West Point, hut again he was frustrated. 
Thera was no such («ocltlon oj>en then. Before one 
o<-curred. the Mexican war broke out and Grant 
was a soldier on active Instead o f academic 
service. And this young lieutenant, “ fed up”  on 
garrison life and seeking an escape, was the mnn 
who a few years later was to become commander 
of the greatest army ever assembled on Amer­
ican soil and the first American officer to he 
given the rank o f general after that grade was 
created by act of congress I 

Luring the Mexican war Grant was promoted 
to first lieutenant for gallantry at the battle of 
Mollno del Itey and brevetted captain for his con­
duct at Chapultepec. In 1853 he was commis­
sioned a captain, hut by this time he was con­
vinced that he could not sup|>ort Ills family on a 
captain's pay.

So In 1884, much to the consternation o f his 
family and his friends, he resigned from the army.
In the words o f one biographer:

The  next eeven jreare o f  Grant ’« l i fe  were  any­
th in «  hut roey and aatlafactory. H a v in g  a w i fe  
and child to *ut>port. It waa nece« «ary  to get  to 
w> rk a «  qu ick ly  aa poaall.le a f t e r  quit t ing  tha 
army. H is  fa ther - in - law  helped him out by put­
t ing  Mm on a small farm he owned In Missouri. 
Here Grant plowed and harrowed, fed and curried hla 
horse*, built, w ith  hla own hands, a log  houae for 
hla fam ily ;  cut down tree«, and converted them 
In o cord wood, and then hauled It to the nearest 
vl! age where he tramped around tha town hunt­
ing up customers, who usually purchased on 
cr- lit— which proved eternal. Upon theaa wood*

A historic friendship of three generations' duration letween the Shualiotio linllan* and the whiles was furtlwr 
entente«] by s remarkable eereiuonlal bold recently on th« Shoshone ruaervallon nt Fort Hall, Idaho, when Chief 
lVlidoy HI «■ompleted a unique treaty o f prue« between the Shoahoiia nation and I'ruoldelit Carl IL Gray of III« 
Union Pacific railway. The Illustration shows Chief f«u«toy und A. C. Hinckley, representing Mr, Gray, at 
lie conclusion of the ceremony.

hauling trips, the man who later became the 
krea lest  m il itary  figure of the w rid. and P re s i ­
dent o f  the United States, was dr«s*ed In a very 
shabby old fe l t  hat, a patched bh use coat, and 
pants shoved In the tope o f  the boots that had 
seen much wear. Not being able to make a living 
at fa rm ing  and wood cutting. Grant next tried hla 
band In an endeavor to aall real estate and co l ­
lect rents In St. Loula. Th is  venture was no more 
successful than the previous one From Ht. Louie 
he moved to Galena, III., where ha became a clerk 
In a leather and hardware store owned by hie 
father.

Thus a failure a* a farmer and n business mnn 
waa added to his record.

The opening grins of the Civil war brought him 
out of his obscurity, hut again he seemed destined 
to failure. He offered hla services to the govern­
ment. but, despite his West Point training and his 
Mexican war record, no one In authority paid 
much attention to him. Finally Governor Yates of 
Illinois offer«*] him the colonelcy of the Twenty- 
first regiment o f Illinois Infantry, and on Juns 
IS, 18111, he assumed cominund of that regltmeit. 
From then on hla rise was rapid until the en«l 
came at Appomattox, and, as the successful gen­
eral In one of the greatest conflicts the world has 
ever known, he reached one o f his greutest 
triumphs.

I f  Grant, the soldier, was s great success. 
Grant, the politician, wns equally a great failure. 
IIU  two term* as President proved that. Altlmugh 
there was much that was commendable In his 
record as the Chief Executive, in the memory of 
most Americans this 1» overshadowed by tha 
scandals, resulting from »IspUred confidence In 
his friends, which tnnrreri his «right yenrs In the 
White House. But through II all Grant, the man, 
emerged with reputation unsullied. From this 
failure he went to the second great triumph of 
bis life— his trip around the world during which 
he was honored by other nations as few men 
before or since have been honored.

n e  returned to this country In 1880 to find his 
name propose«l as a candidate for the Republican 
nomination for President and be was not an 
nnwilling candidate. Luring the exciting days of 
the Republican «invention the greatness o f Grant, 
the mnn, and the weakness o f Grant, the poll- 
tlclan. flashed forth again. There was a dead­
lock with neither Grant, Itlaine, Sherman nor 
Garfield able to muster enough votes to get fhe 
nomination. Then the Sherman supporters pro­
posed to throw their strength to Grant If he 
would agree to make Sherman a member o f his 
cabinet. This was Grant's reply, “ It was my 
Intention, If nominated and elect«*!, to appoint 
John Sherman secretary of the treasury. Now you 
may be certain that I »hall not. Not to lie 
President of the United States would 1 consent 
that a bargain should be made." So James A. 
Garfield became the nominee «nd I'resident.

He was destined to know one more failure and 
one more triumph before the end o f his career. 
He beeame a partner In a business firm which 
failed and he wns left almost penniless. The 
country came to his rescue and congress, by a 
special enactment In 1884, placed him on the 
retired list of the army, ns general with full pay 
—a position he had resigned to become President. 
Urged thereto hy enterprising editors, he set 
about the tusk o f writing his memoirs, the sale 
of which he hoped would take care o f hts family. 
With the shadow of death hovering over him he 
persisted In his work and finished It a few days 
before fhe end came. He died July 23, 1888. The 
magnificent tomh In Riverside park. New York 
city. Is more than the last resting place o f Ulysses 
Simpson Grant, general arid President. It Is a 
national shrine, symbolical of American genius 
for succeeding through failure.

1 he tlrst «rillclal filght of thu thrve Wright-euglnvd Kryaton« “ l'uihtlnder“ piane wns made recently at Bristol. 
*a.. by Lleut. Coni. Noel Luvla. The piane, kuown as tha “Anierb-nn Lcgtun." la Ut« oro In whlch Commaixler Lav i* 

wltl attempi a noustop tllght tbla sprlug frotn New York to l ’urta for thè Uaymond Ortelg prlxe of f23,UUU. It la •  
biplane, destine«] for commercial uno.

Tamed Pelicans Are Her Pets V. F. W.’S FLAG LADY

Here ure Mina Gludya Geelan and her two tamed pelican« ut the lieuch 
at Venice, Calif. The birds follow Mlaa Geelun everywhere, even riding In 
the back aeut of her automobile.

Mrs. Charte« Auguatlne Rohlnsou o f 
New York, nutloiml Itug Indy o f tha 
Veteran« of Foreign Wur« of the 

| United Stntca, will pri-aent the «et o f  
fing« that will tnnrk Ihe couiplete 
r«*etorallon o f the frignte Constitution, 
funiotis In hlatory as "Old Imnaldrs." 
Iiiaplred by a patrlotlc devotlon to th« 
national emhletti and the Ideal« ol 
Itherty for whlch It atnnds, ahn ha« 
devote«] the receut yenr« of her Ufe to 
th« rreutlon of a wider lore and 
roapect for Ihe Stur» and Strip»-«. Hhe 
lins mnd« score« of beautlful fing« 
wllh her owu hundx.

WAS WITH PERSHING

Sixth Regiment of Marines on It* Way

View nt the dock« of San Pedro, the Los Angeles port, us tl>« Sixth 
regiment of murines was being loaded on the steutner with lta munitions 
and accoutrements for the trip to Shanghai, China..

Wllllum It. Prosser, Omaha mullmar 
who «vna a cnd<«t at W«-*t Point w ltt 
Gem-rnl Pershing. Pershing wns • 
senior wh«-n Prosser was u freshman 
Among those In Prosser's class w«ir« 
Generals Duncan and Poore. Proeaei 
loft the academy In Ids second yeai 
to ho a policeman. Then he got Um 
mull route. He admits he's sorry lit 
took the step.

Shoshone* Make Unique Peace Treaty With White*— -
>8. tJ

Great Future in
More than one-fourth of the cotton 

raised In the United StRt«-s comes from 
Texas; and with the coming of the 
elertrieally ilrlien «-otton mill. It I* 
freely pre«llcte«l that Texas will one 
day lend the world In textile ntanit 
fact tires. Industry, however. Is not 
d«dng away with the ranch««. Sheep 
raising In fact, mainly due * the 
new Industrial advantages, hss In 
creased 80 per cent In the paat ten

Sight for Texas
ynra. flame Idea o f the pro»i>erity In 
Texas mny he gathered from the state- i 
ment that $23.<S*i'»»i wn* spent In the 
stste Inst y«*ar In the construction of 
new hotels. Rut It la not In mere j 
money that the new T p x s s  can he t 
measured. The rhange can best be [ 
expressed In terms o f motion Texas 
Is being electrified. Every Texan Is 
experiencing o r «  power Sons of cot 
ton farmers are becoming textile en ,

gin «-era and sheep-herders are becom­
ing «»xperts In the woolen Industry. 
Texas is on the way. It Is going 
somewhere and having a grand time 
ns It goes. It Is the cowboy spirit 
expressing Itself In oil and electricity 
and a new onler of human life.— 
Korbe« Magazine.

I n  A n c ie n t  H o ly  L a n d
A well-known American. .Mr. W il­

liam T. Ellis, hss tx-en following the 
Journeys of the Israelites through the

wilderness In an automobile. I l l «  car 
throbbed nt the foot o f fllnal and ra 
planished Its radiator from the waters 
of the valley of Ain Ouder»t, which h- 
believes to have been the ancient 
Kadesh llnrnea. The streams that 
fertilize (Ills lovely valley gush In two 
springs from s great rock, and It Is 
at least possible that they are those 
waters of Merlhah which first sprang 
Into life under the touch o f M r««»' 
rod.—Youth's Companion.

There are 150 kinds o f bats.

FROM THE FOUR QUARTERS
Canada celebrates her diamond Jubi­

lee ns a nation this yenr.
The English thrush can sing for 

sixteen hours at n stretch, according 
to a British naturalist.

The coronation spoon In the Tower 
o f London Is believed to be the old­
est silver spoon In existence.

Profits o f tho Canadian National 
railways during the year 1920 estab­
lished a new record of $41,461,628.

At least 1,460 stamps were Isstted 
In all parts o f the world Inst yenr.

Bees sometimes become Intoxicated 
In autumn fr««m feed I ng on overripe 
plums.

There are shout two gallons o f 
blood In the body of the average mnn 
or woman.

The early Romnns at first had only 
ons name, later three, called praeno. 
men, uoinen and cognomen.

Where Theory Faile
A good picture will never be pro 

duced by theories. They genersllt 
serve to disguise s poverty o f ineam 
o f expression. In any esse they an 
only put together after the achlev« 
menu— Renoir.

The M iter able Male
A lecture wns recently given o( 

"How Ihe Worm Conducts Its Coart 
ship.” Any married woman coal* 
talk nt length on s subject Ilk« that— 
Kan««« Farmer.


