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NEARBY AND 
YONDER

Off the Beaten Path to Un­
usual Placet and Thing*

By T. T. M AXEY
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Silver Spring
IN  IT H T A IN  HTlIiina of Florida 
• there la an underground layer o f
limestone. Beneath tbla nx k uliwt a 
mi in hr r o f river*. o f eUoaa prraaaco
thcra la no narfare Inillratlon. busily 
work their way toward the era.

Breaks or other openings la tbla
atratufn o f atone enable acme o f 
theae arreema to borat through and 
come to the anrfare. which they do 
with a suddenness that la astonishing. 
In the form of great fountalna or 
spring»-- producing a atrange apec- 
tacle aa onuaual In character aa It la 
beaotlful to behold.

I’erhapo the moot prominent o f 
three spring* la tttlrer «prtng— It  
Marlon county, a few nil Ice from the 
town of Ocala—the baaln of which 
la aeveral acres In extent.

The water contains audlcient It me 
to settle any substance which might 
be carried In aolotloo and la an per­
fectly dear that the bottom— 80 feet 
down In one place— Is distinctly ris­
ible.

Seen In any light at any time of 
day or year, this great baaln o f bub­
bling, crystal-dear water la a fasci­
nating eight. It la seen to beat ad­
vantage. however, when a alight breese 
whip* the surface into a aucceaalon 
of dancing ripplea and the sunshine 
illumines those ripple*. Investing them 
with all the colors o f the rainbow. 
The Sight thus produced Is one o f rare 
nod enchanting beauty.

The overflow of this spring la car­
ried off by a stream which flows In i» 
the Ocklawaha river— a tropical 
stream which meanders through tan­
gled. vine-hung growths to Join the 
greater S t Johns river.

C h ic a g o ’ s N e w  W a t e r  T u n n e l

THE completion o f a new water 
tunnel under a portion o f Chi­

cago discloses some enlightening In­
humation concerning the tremendous 
vise and amazing cost of such under­
takings In large cities.

Constructed In order that some 000,- 
000 persons residing In the southwest­
ern part of the city might “ drink co- 
piosly and have more water for Sat­
urday night.’' this tunnel Is horse­
shoe In shape, lined with concrete to 
cover all Jagged projections and re­
move nil resistance to water flow, haa 
a finished diameter of 12 feet. Is 6 1-3 
miles long— all in solid rock, and, in 
the main. 140 feet below the surface 
o f the streets.

According to the city engineer, ap­
proximately 1.400.000 pounds of dyna­
mite were used in blasting. 400.000 
cars of rock excavated and elevated 
to the surface and 500.000 bags of 
cement used in lining the tunnel.

The work In the tunnel was carried 
on from two shafts— each plant elec­
trically operated, consisting o f head- 
house. power house, dry room, store­
room. office, blacksmith shop, cement 
shed, carpenter shop, rock crasher and 
storage bins.

The capacity o f this tunnel la 300,- 
000,000 gallons per twenty-four honra. 
The total cost. Including tbe shafts 
and equipment was about $131 per 
fool, or $4.500.000 all told.

The pumping station is equipped 
with four compound turbine-driven 
pumps, each with a capacity o f 73,- 
000.000 gallons per twenty-four hours, 
and cost an additional $2.300,000.

E l C a p ita n

A SOEXPIXG the rugged canyon o f 
the Merced river to the lorely 

ralley o f the Yosemlte In California, 
nne comes upon a colossal hunk of 
granite— plain, stern, challenging, and 
of such staggering proportions as to 
cause suspicion concerning the cor­
rectness o f his vision.

This Is El Capitan—the word a 
probable derivation or corruption o f 
the India’ name “Tu-tock-ah-nu lah”— 
said to be the largest, loftiest, might­
iest. most glorious rock In creation.

The significance o f this statement ia 
apparent when one understands that 
the alinost-perpendlcular face o f this 
stupendous pile rises 3.600 feet, or 
nearly three-quarters o f a mile, toward 
the blue sky above from the water In 
the tiny river at Its base, while Its 
two side walls have an area of be­
tween three and four hundred acre*.

Opinion differs concerning Its or­
igin. Great floods rushing down the 
valley for long |>eriods when the Sierra 
Nevada mountains were in the mak­
ing may have scoured away the dirt 
and debris nnd left this immovable 
rock. Again, a glacier o f untold sise 
and age may have ground Its way 
down this valley, destroying every­
thing In Its’ patWsave this Indestruc­
tible giant. Or the bottom of the val­
ley may have been sunk by an earth­
quake.

The Impression which this monster 
rock makes upon one varies with tho 
moods o f the weather. A pale moon­
light gives to It an almost ghostly out­
line o f overwhelming Immensity with 
a somewhat spooky personality.

(8. lilt. W«stars Newspaper Lnl»*>

Defoe and Welle
Some one recently observed that 

Daniel t>efoe, best known as the au­
thor o f “ Robinson Crusoe.” was the 
H. G. Wells of his day, from the 
standpoint of prolific writing. He Is 
said to have no leas than 230 hooks 
and tracts to his credit.

The “Bluet” a Habit
It yon hare fits of depression, some­

times called “blues,'’ you are to blame. 
Feeling blue la a habit, a psychological 
sharp tells us. Blues are caused by 
thinking the wrong way. Nearly al­
ways they are due to brooding over re­
mote poasihflltles. Few persons are 
blue In the face of an Immediate diffi­
culty. One way o f thinking Is, “ It will 
soon he all right.”  The blue way Is, 
" I t ’s hound to get worse.”  It la al­
most Impossible for a busy person lo 
he blue. Possibly that suggests the 
cure.-—Cappers Weekly.
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FIGHTING OVER HER

Jones— “The concelled thing I"

Smith- "W hat nowT” Junes— “ She 
says two fellows have a room above 
her and they're always fighting over 
her."

Barefaced Mendacity
“A gentleman called me handaome 

yesterday.” said a rathe- elderly lady 
to her minister. “ Do you think It I* 
sinful of me lo feel a little proud of 
the compliment T”

"Not at all, ma’am," replh'd the min­
ister. “ It’ s the gentleman who Is the 
sluncr, not you.”

A Rounder
Farmer's Wife— I seem to recognize 

your face. Didn't I gl^e you a meal 
three daya ago»

Tramp— Ileavena, latty, I believes 
yer did. 1 niusta been walkin' In a
circle.

Fineeee of Bueineet Partnere
"W hat »lo partners do In a busi­

ness like ours»"
"W ell, we try to help each other 

In the selling end and h!i*ler each
other In the buying."

NOW SIXES AND SEVENS

U r*  lilahh 1 never saw such

happy people aa those two were when 
they were made one." Mrs. stabb— 
"And now they are at sixes and sev­
ens I hear.

Getting By
Fred Newhouse. "biggest man In 

Stanford.” Is back from college with 
an added score to his rep. It seems 
that In the chemistry class, the pro­
fessor asked him to name the ingredi­
ents o f lip rouge.

" I  don't know, sir." said Fred, "but 
It tastes like honey.”

No Great Reformer
“ We want somebody to reform th* 

world!”  said Mr. Itafferty.
“ We do," replied Mr. Dolan. “ Wby 

don’t you take the Job»“
“ M e! I ’m thankful If I kin gtt past 

the cop when he throws tha traffic 
signal I"

T ragic
"Heard about the big accident?” 
"No. W h at»’
"Car Just rsn over a peanut and

crn.shed two kernel a "


