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The Red Road

A Romance of Braddock’s Defeat

By Hugh Pendexter
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and the Invisibility of the foe. The
men staggered under the cruel fire,
then rallled and began emptying thelr
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nothing to except the slim
French force ahead Before they could
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the run to pile confugion on confusion
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A gun was rushed up to support the
ploneers, and at the third discharge
of the piece, Beaujeu fell dead, dylny
gallantly as became a Chevaller of
Bt. Louls. Captain Dumas took his
place, and for a while the tighting was
stubbornly maintalned by both sldes,
with nelther, apparently, securing any
distinet advantage, but with the Eng
lish sustalning heavy punishment
General Braddock persisted in sending
heavy masses of men uop the
whereas he should fallen back
until he could have cleared the woods
on both #ldes of the road.
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all times. On three different occa-
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the Ancient Forest Closely
Hemming In the Road, With No Foe
Visible, the Army Was as Helpless
as a Blind Man,

down on those dellnquents, whose
years of tralning were being swept
nside by the Instinct of self-preserva-
tlon, “Curse you! Get back there!”
And the flat of his sword beat them
soundly over head and shoulders,
Washington his horse
pumping into Sir Peter's mount, and
elther that gentlema or Iin apos
trophe to the whole terrible situation,
cried:
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My Virginians shan't be
slnughtered I’ With that bhe was
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edge of the growth where [lound Paw
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We heard the firing down the llne as
the attacked Ha men At
the and fromn the les
sening volume of the return fire we
knew our lo must be tremendous,
or else the ammunpition was falllng.

At the time Braddock ordered the
retreat to be sounded only a third of
the army was leftt We learned that
much afterward. The smoke made it
Impossible to see clearly, and the Indl-
vidual combats between rangers and
savages served to confuse further our
of direction. 1 remember the
Onondaga giving a mighty grunt as
he crashed his ax through the head
of a Huron who bumped Into us, |
recall mechanlically staving in another
red skull with the butt of my loaded
rifle. And then to my surprise both
the Indian and I were In the road,
surrounded by the dead and dying,
and those who fired blindly, and more
often killed a friend than they wound-
ed a foe,
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Jut now we were In the road it was
most difficult to leave it without be-
Ing shot In the back; yet to remaln In
the frenzied crowd meant death with-
out a chance to strike back, We were
only a short distance above the bag-
gage-traln, and toward It we began
making our way, Guns were spurting
flame from the bushes at our feet,
The guards were pointing thelr mus-
kets high and firing thin volleys Into
the follage. Once the retreat was
gounded a panle had selzed upon the
survivors, and In a stumbling, Insane
rush those who could walk made a
last attempt to reach the river.

The howling of the Indians In-
creased In volume as they realized
the extent of thelr unexpected
trlumph. A few hours back the fort
Indians had flatly refused to follow
Beaujeu, and now they were lusting
lilke demons to kill, kill, untll not an
Englishman was left alive. The sav.
ages, observing the mad fear now pos-
sessing the army, grew bolder and
began to appear from behind the
great trees, from under the grape and
pea-vines, and through the tall grass.
Gory hands darted out to selze some
dead or dying man and drag him Into
the cover. The best equipped and
proudest army England had ever sent
to North America was a rabble of
crazy men.

Captain Orme of the regulars, and
Captain Stewart of the Virginla rifle-
men, alded by another American of-
ficer 1 did not know, came through
the bearing a heavy figure. It
wis Braddock and wins
pufling for breath and was wounded
through the chest.
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You, too, want entertainment
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"l"'riit"fl:h'[flllt].ll.llllirh'!lLg'l‘
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