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Russiaof Today

Russian School

(Prepared by the Natlona Kra
ITTLE has been noticed of the
real test which Is golng on In
side Soviet Russla It recent

years because the clamor of
theory and proclamations has filled
the ears of the world Fheories have
been meeting Individuallsm which Is so
universal In humanity, unwritten r
of life and trade which have de elope
through the ages, and world luws
which centurles bave formulated for
natlons

Russia 1s the world's largest «

try, stretching across two continet
and when theory and practice reach
balance, the test of a new sy tem of
Rovermment will have world-wide ef
fect

Politically, It is divided Into six eon
stituent republics: they In turn eco

prise 83 autonomonus units. each dif
fering ethnologieally and Iturally
Most of them have thelr own lan
gunge, thelr own eustoms and cos
tumes, and the babel of tongues he

comes even greanter from the tribes
who are as yet too backward for self
Eovernment

Citles and villnges string along the
rallroads and rivers over all that vast
territory As one rides over the S|
berian  steppes the plains seem un
ending. Then a peasant's cart 1s seen

In the distance, the Invariable log |

trotting behind Soon appear ther
carts, all golng In the same direction
Then a village of log "houses with
perhaps a publie bulldi g and a de
parted naristocrat's brick honse 1
ways painted white, and the ever-pres
ent church with Its five T'irkis!
shaped towers. the laree one | the

center for Christ and the =r Ner ones

on the corners for the four Gospel

The traln vanishes again over the un
ending plains, varled only by stretehes
of forest or hill which seem to come
and go ns suddenly as the s oS

Moscow a Huge Village

Moscow, metropolis and eapital of
Russia, Is the | est v thi
world Moscow has |t 1
electrie lights tall t '
stores, motor * es, and

ward metropolltan mar

At heart It Is a v " enii \
Odessa, and even some of

of the Interlor have an ag
and an atmosphers WSt Furopes
Moscow s the heart of Russin and
changes slowly

Its brick and stone are a8 mos=n of
the Russlan spirit—si 1
anpolished, and slow to cha Even

the unpalnted log houses of & pens
ant villages seem to reflect age and
durablility

Moscow 18 sprinkled with w
new, hut everywhere It spe
from the weathen beaten wa

laner City to battlemented monas
tarles on the outskirts Bdie 8
oughfares radiate from Its center, |
around each cormer the streets are

narrow, with sldewnlks no wider than

footpaths

Flrea have wiped It away, Invaders, | ¢

from Tatars to Napoleos have de

stroyed It, governments have come and
gone, but Moscow, stubborn and dull |
has persiated It symbolizses Russin

It Is only a step from Moscow
overcrowded and e ng with Its
peoples of many races, with rules for
every movement and § " to '
force them, Into the wild, wide-oper
SPRCes Wolves and bears still roar
in the Moscow dlstrict. and when the
dull winter dusk comes at 2 o'clock It
the afternoon and the country is under
ita white mantle f snow hunger

driveas them to prey

In daylight hours a cons
stream jostles through the towere
Iberian gnte In Moscow In the wall
between the Red Sgnore and the Mace
of the Revolution o de the Kital Go
rod (Fortifled Clty) Men In sheep
skin coats, the greasy leather outslde
and the fur inside erke In gloasy
leather jackets; oMicials with beaver
oollars, brief casea under thelr armms
women n felt boots ; girls In slippers
with bundies, bablea, and Arts. were

tramping through the slus!

waAs A winter evening
Between the gates In the center of
the road Is a shrine and Inside t}

wall a church. The falthful pause and
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