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ISS M E LISS A C R A N E had 
lived alone In the red b rick 
house In Locust afreet for 
over 15 years. IJv Ing  alone

aometlmea makes one sweeter, mel 
lower, and more to le ran t o f  his fe llow  
crea tu res; but tha t la when he has 
bitched his "wagon to a s ta r,"  o r gone 
on the beautifu l quest o f find ing his 
soul, and that which na tu ra lly  fo llow s 
—the soul o f a ll m ankind .- Miss Me
lissa had not given much. tim e , to

. e ithe r o f these pursuits. I f  she had, 
t th is  would be another story. She had 

been a decent, God-fearing woman, 
liv in g  s tr ic t ly  w ith in  the le tte r o f Ute 
law. I f  she had ever had a love -a ffa ir 
It was en tire ly  unknown to anyone In 
B arring ton . S t ill,  a. good deal m ight 
have happened before then, as Melissa 
Crane was a ll o f th ir ty  when she 
came there. C erta in  I t  was tha t some
th ing  In her life  very lik e  a tragedy 
had been caused by a habit, and hfld 
made Miss Crane strong In her. dq 
nuncia tlon  o f ev il things. ' She was a  
prom inent officer In the \V, C. T. C. 
and something o f a fac to r In Influenc
ing the election w hich resulted In the 
nation going dry.

O ld Hannah, who had gone fa lth -
| fu lly  fo r  years, once a year, to -“ cleat» 

up”  fo r  M iss Crane, p robab ly, knew,
1 more about tha t lady's a ffa irs  than 

anyone else In Burrlng tou . Oddly 
I enough, Miss Crane was even at times, 

confidentia l w ith  her serv ito r, p,erh.aps 
because she found she was like  her
self, close-mouthed.

When oid Hannah was set to  open 
up and clean a long disused hedrootb, 
her cu rios ity  got the better o f her.

“ Going to have company?" she ven
tured.

“ No," answered M iss Crane. “ I t ’s a 
ch ild ."  A t the woman's astonished 
look she added: “ I  guess she must be 
more tligu  twelve. I  d id n 't th in k  to 
ask. Oh, dear I I  don’t  know how I ’m 
ever going to  stand I t ;  but I ’ ll get her 
off to some good boarding school Just 
as quick as I can.”

"H ave  you ndopted her?" s t i l l  fu r 
the r ventured Hannah.

"Adopted her?" snorted Miss Crane, 
ns though asked I f  she had comm itted 
burg la ry. "N o t at a ll. She's the 
child o f a goBd-for-nothlng ha lf-b ro th 
er o f mine. H er m other died about 
three years ago, nnd now he has been 
k illed  In an accident. Some one w rote 
to me about It. He hndn*t le ft a 
penny, and they wanted to know w hat 
they could do w ith  Ethel. W ell, there 
d idn 't seem to he but one th ing  to do, 
and th a t was to send fo r her. I  don't 
know any more about tak ing  care o f 
a ch ild  than—than noth ing." sighed 
Miss Crane.

"W e ll, there ," reassured Hnnnnh, “ I 
do ; and I f  you want any help— I f  she 
gets croup or something you Just send 
fo r  me q u ick ."

I t  was ra the r a pathetic l i t t le  figure 
In black Ihn t landed at the door o f 
the red b rick  house. When the appeal 
In the large brown eyes greeted Miss 
Crane she did something quite  unex- 
liected Io he rse lf; she put her arms 
around the ch ild  and kissed her. Miss 
Crane concluded she wasn’t  p re tty , 
but she had “ the m akings" o f good 
looks.

E the l was not qu ite  the untamed 
barbarian Miss Crane had expected, 
though she had her quota o f fau lts, 
and com m itted some o f the usual 
ch ild ish  misdemeanors. B u t she stic-

| ceeded In penetra ting  the ra the r hard 
crust o f M elissa’s heart to  the extent 

j o f not being packed o ff to a hoarding 
school, and was suffered to continue 
her education on the home ground.

I l  was a sore tr ln l to  the elder wom
an when the g ir l she had learned to 
love as her own seemp I to  care 
fo r the company o f Irv in  Banks. Ethel 
was now nineteen. She had been 
graduated from  the high school, and 
had been studying  at an a rt academy, 
and was once more hack In R arring- 
ton. She was b righ t, capable, nnd 
w ith  a character tha t was developing 
both k ind liness and force. The deep 
sense o f ob liga tion she had fe lt fo r 
her aunt had grown In to  love, and she 
was w illin g  to  make almost any sacri
fice ra th e r than b ring  sorrow  In to  the 
life  o f the lonely woman. M iss Crane 
had lega lly  adopted Ethel, nnd she 
bore her name.

I t  wns something o f a shock to  the 
g ir l when her aunt made known to 
her the aversion she fe lt tow ard Irv in  
Banks, and her strong desire tha t «he 
should not a llow  the acquaintance to 
go any fu rth e r.

"B u t why, aun ty?" she urged. 
"W h a t have you against h im ?"

"D o n 't you know what there Is 
against h im ?" cried Miss Crane.

“ W e ll— w hat?"
"W hy. that hoy took to carousing 

when he wasn't more than eighteen 
l ie  got In w ith  a had set. and helped 
rob a store over in Redcllffe, and got 
sent up fo r a year."

“ Yes. I know about th a t."  said 
Ethel qu ie tly .

Her aunt regarded her w ith  speech
less nmazement When she fina lly  
found her hreath to  speak, she sa id : 
"Yon knew tha t?  And yet you ask 
me what there Is a rn tns t M m?"

“ Yes, I knew I t— he to ld me But 
tha t was seven years ago He has 
never carouse,! s' tcb. It was a te r 
r lh le  lesson They got hint In attch 
eondll'on  tha t n igh t he scarcely knew 
what he was doing He watched ou t
side, hnt he never entered the store 
It was a ll r ig id  he ahoold he punished 
He feels th a t wav, and saya he Is glad
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he was pulled up In time. Yon know 
w hat he has made o f h im self, the peo
p le  a ll know, and moat o f them over
look what happened when ha was 
no th ing  hut a boy."

"W e ll,”  protested M iss Crane, 
m ust say I  can’t. I  w ou ldn ’t  lay 
s traw  In his way. I 'd  help h im  any 
way I  could, but when It  cornea to —'

She paused here as though positive
ly unable to contem plate the aw fu l 
poss ib ility  o f anyth ing  like  fa m il ia r ity  
w ith  such a person.

“ B u t Just th in k  I"  cried the glrL 
“ They have given him  the position  o f 
firs t assistant among a ll the engineers 
in  bu ild ing  the b ig  b ridge ! Just Im 
agine whet they th in k  o f h im  In New 
York when they do that I"
• "Yes, tha t's  fine. I  w ant to  see him 
get along. But I don’t  want to see yon 
get to  caring euough fo r h im  to— to 
spoil you r life ."

“ Spoil- my life ? " echoed the g ir l.
“ Yes. A o u  can never te ll when a 

rang tha t's  had a had hab it once w ill 
ta k e ’to  It again. You can’t  tru s t him. 
I 'd  ra the r die than see anyone I cured 
fo r  m arry  th a t so rt o f m an."

E the l's  a ffection  fo r  her aunt, and 
iM  love fo r  th is  man— fo r  she knew 
now It was love— were so nearly 
crushing her In the w a rfa re  th a t she 
could say no more, and she brought 
the In te rv iew  to an end by m aking an 
excuse to go to her room.

Irv in  Banks lived w ith  his sister, 
who had been one o f the p rinc ipa l fac
to rs In helping him  to rise to  the po
s ition  he now held. I t  was w ith  his 
s is te r th a t E thel had firs t met him. 
She was a ttrac ted  by the good-looking 
yonug man w ith  the high, firm  ca r
riage, o f the head, the s tra ig h t gaze 
and the wholesome smile, and she was 
■further held by his a b ility  to  say 
something w orth  while , and saying It 
ra the r w e ll. She had met h im  In his 
own- home by In v ita tion  o f Ills, sister, 
¡fpd had asked him  to cnll. I t  wns 
a fter, his second v is it, a t both o f which 
Miss Crane had p re tended Illness as 
ah excuse fo r not appearing, th a t the 
lady had- elven her em phatic reasons 
fo r not w ish ing h im  to  ca ll again.

Ground between the m ills tones o f 
her "d iv ided  du ty,”  E the l sought the 
counsel o f M ary Banks.

A unt Melissa has been to me a sec
ond mother. I  love her very dearly. 
How can I go dead against her wishes. 
— I must ask him  not to  cu ll again," 

E thel said.
And do you th in k  Irv in  w ill let It 

go at th a t? " cried his sister. "Maybe 
ou don 't know what th is  means to 

h im ."
E the l's heurt gave a big throb. She 

knew w hat I t  meant to  her. In  the 
meeting o f th e ir  eyes, the s is te r knew.

W ill you ask you r uuu t to  come 
and see me?”  she said.

“ Oh, she 'T ieve r w ould ," asserted 
Ethel.

"N o t I f  she could help It, o f course," 
re jo ined M ary. “ B u t you’ve got to 
pu t you r foot down, nnd he firm . Just 
say you can 't te ll him  not to ca ll, and 
you'd he lik e ly  to  see him  In other 
places anyway. I f  she w-uuts to shut 
o ff n il com m unication between you 
and Mr. Irv in  Banks, the only way Is 
to come and lay the case before his 
s is te r." t

E thel looked dubious, hut promised 
to be firm , aud the two conspirators 
parted.

M iss Crane s tou tly  protested she 
would do noth ing o f the k ind, but as 
re lations remained decidedly strained, 
she concluded i t  was the only way to 
conclude peace.

The day site had appointed to  call 
on M iss Bunks was cold and b luster
ing, und snow began to fa ll heavily 
w h ile  she was on the way. She had 
to w a lk nearly  a J iile , and she a r
rived nt the Banks cottage, ch illed , 
wet and bedraggled. M ary Banks 
met her w ith 's u c h  cheery co rd ia lity , 
and took o ff her wet wraps to d ry  her 
feet, nnd ta lk in g  p leasantly a ll the 
tim e tha t her ca lle r found It d ifficu lt 
to make an opening fo r  her errand.
A t last she got up courage to  begin.

"M iss  Banks, I  am—"
"Ju s t a m inute. Miss C rane, Let 

me get you something warm  I"
M iss Crane protested she did not 

need anything, but suddenly M iss 
Bunks regarded her w ith  deep alarm .
‘Oh I "  she cried, "how  badly you look I 
W hy, you are having a c h i l l !  There 
la so much pneumonia n b o u tl I shall 
get you something a t once.”

M iss Crane adm itted  she was s t ill 
cold, and a llowed her to  have her 
way.

" I t ’ s Just a l i t t le  hot lemonade," she 
snld, handing the ta ll tum b le r to  her 
guest.

M iss Crane, a lready alarmed about 
her cond ition, took a long d ra ft  o f 
the m ix ture . Suddenly she set It 
down w ith  a frigh tened  look at the 
o ther woman. “ There 's something In 
It I "  she cried.

“ Oh, only the least btt. I f  you had 
a doctor here he'd make you take IL 
Y ou 'll have pneumonia I f  you don 't I"

Miss Crane now thoroughly f r ig h t
ened. swallowed the whole o f IL It 
was rea lly  a very libe ra l allowance o f 
a s tim u lan t and not being used to such 
things, she was stain conversing g lib ly . I 
and fee ling  very much at. home w ith  ! 
her hostess. M ary showed her bro th  
er's p icture , and regaled her w ith  his i 
W onderful achievements M iss Crane ! 
qu ite  forget w ha t she had come for. I 
and Inv ited  them both to  ca ll. Mary 
telephoned fo r a conveyance, and sent j 
her guest ho tie happy.

Ethel received the unexpected news I 
w ith  astonishntenL b ig  the next In
stant became aware t hikt Miss Crane 
had been having too (niSh. The  nexl 
day a very m iserable, repentant worn- 1 
an met her at b re a k fa s t “ I've  got to  j 
resign from  W C. T. IL ,"  she said 
• 'I 'll never he able to  look any o f them !
In the face again. I guess I needn't ! 
have been qu ite  ao hard on I n in  
Banka. I haven't anyth ing  more ^a 
say «gainst h it  coming '*
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