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RURAL ENTERPRISE

’The Valley of Voices
CHAPTER X— Continued

— 11—
“ No! Tie him up and pu t him In 

th e  shark  und get our stu ff to  the  
ran o e! I ’ll get rhl of th e  g ir l!”

The die was ea»t. Every m inute  at 
, the poat apelled danger. Hut Steele 

now had an excuse for refualng to 
i take Itoae Laflam m e to th e  ra ilroad.

“ You understand . David? Keep 
your Itnlfe out of him. Your tu rn  will 

) come on the  snow. Now get the  
i eanoe!”

By GEORGE MARSH
A uthftr o f

’‘T oller*  o f the Trail”
" T h e  U  help* o f the W olf”

(C opyright by the Penn Publish ing C a .| 
( W N. Ù. Morrice. I

So, w ltnout »topping a t noon, the  flee
ing canoe pushed on up th e  Rouge, 
and no t until duak aettled on th e  val
ley, w a i it tu rned  to the  shore.

T here, unloading tlie w eary crew  
carried  bout and outfit hack Into th e  
''b u sh " against the possible chance of

David carried  I.atiam m e in to  th e  I th e ir  cam p sm oke being seen a t day-
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shack, and went for the canoe.
R elum ing to the  girl, trem bling  In

the dark, Steele sa id : “It w as he.
David knocked him out. but he 's not 
hurt. We m ust get aw ay a t once."

W ith an im pulsive m ovement. Rose 
Laflamme found S teele’s neck with 
her arm s and kissed him wildly.

“ Hut," explained the  harassed  
American, “we've got to trav e l fa s t :  
they 'll follow ua— we can 't tak e  you!"

"You mean you'll not tak e  me now?'' 
gasped the  girl In her despair.

“ W ell have to run  th e  portages, 
break our hacks to heat the  Indians 
he'll send a f te r  us. If  you go, they 'll 
get u a !" p ro tested  Steele.

“T ake  me, tak e  me with y o u !” she 
moaned. “Am I not beau tifu l, heeg 
Am erican? Don't leave me h e re !”

Then Brent Steele g am b led : "W hat 
w as I’lerre  doing down river?”

"I weel tell you In the  canoe," she 
parried, and he crunched I lls  tee th  in 
his chagrin. "W lieu we a re  In the 
canoe 1 will tell you th ings—things 
you nevalre dream  of," she urged, "I 
know all."

She would exchange her Inform a
tion at a price—her freedom ; and th a t 
price Steele would not pay. But It 
was necessary to  get Iter back to  the  
house.

"All righ t,"  he said, "go and get 
som e heavy clothes, and he a t the  log 
landing In an hour. D on't m ake any 
noise. We don 't w ant them  to find 
Laflam m e un til m orning. Now he 
c a re fu l!"

W ith a low cry, she again  circled 
S teele 's neck with her arm s, kissed 
him and disappeared. In nn hour he 
and David would be fa r  down the  
lake on th e ir  wav to  Neplgon house. 
"She had Intended m aking a catspaw  
of him to escape from  Ogoke and 
Steele wasted no sym pathy on her. He 
wondered w hether, on finding herself 
tricked, she would arouse  th e  post or 
tak e  to her bed, feigning Ignorance of 
th e  whole business.

And he also w ondered w hether If 
I Denise St. Onge ever learned of th is 

n ight’s work a t Ogoke, she  would be
lieve th a t /v e ry  act and word of his 

j had te e n  In her service.
Through the  night, the  churn  swish, 

churn.sw ish o f the  puddles o f David 
and Steele ceaselessly m arked off the 

1 miles, fo r with th e  sun m ight cotne 
a head wind, which m eant fighting for 

j every foot while th e ir  p u rsu ers ru ined 
on them  with a four or six .m an crew. 
Tim e and again  through th e  long 

i hours, the  keen eyes of D avid alone 
i had sensed through the  m urk In which 
! they traveled, the  m enace of u rocky 
I point o r th e  th re a t of bowlders, 
j aw ash, square  In th e ir  course.

"How fa r  have we come?" asked 
1 Steele, laying Ills paddle on the  gun- 
j wale to stre tch  his stiffened arm s.

"W al. dees point ecu ver’ fa r  up de 
j lak '. Keen two hour we hit de Inlet."

“Good I If  th a t la so, we re  th irty  
miles ahead of them ."

T he OJIbway shook his head "W e 
ta k ' no chance—we travel lak ' h—1!"

On shore the  ten pall whs goon boll-

light by those a t th e ir  heels.
D awn found them  a t th e ir  galley

slavery  with ano th er hack-breaking 
day to live through before the  c le a r
ing of the Jackfish  po rtag e  would open 
up ahead. L'ideas they were run  down 
sh o rtly ,! th a t  night th e  fleeing canoe 
would ride th e  Jackfish, and they had 
won.

T hey w ere rounding a bend below a 
back w ater when the  m an In the  bow 
lifted  Illg hand and pointed. In the  
shallow s, not fifty y a rd s aw ay, stood 
a yearling  moose.

"M eat to tak e  us to N ep lgon!" 
groaned Steele.

D avid slapped the  w a ter w ith the  
fiat of his paddle. "M arche, y o u !” he 
cried, “or de c u tt 'ro a t behtn ' us weel 
get you."

"O ne shell would have got h im !’’ 
said Steele, ruefully, as the  moose 
slowly tu rn ed  and disappeared .

“W al. I not w ast' de last shot on 
moose," and th e  Indian held up a 
sh in ing cartrid g e  for th e  Inspection of 
his friend.

“ W here In the  devil did you get 
th a t? "  cried th e  am azed and delighted 
ste rn  man.

"I fin' eet een de grub hag.”
"And you never told m e! Is th a t 

fair. D avid?”
“ Wal, eef I tell you, you fire eet a t 

de moose.”
"W hy not? We would have red 

m eat then, to Neplgon.”
T he OJIbway shook his head sober

ly : "D aveed save eet fo r one of I.a- 
flumme’s men."

To Steele, who felt now th a t su n 
down would find them  a t the Jackfish  
p o rtag e ; th a t th e ir  p u rsu ers were fa r  
in th e  r e a r ;  the  words of D avid 
sounded unduly ominous. It was pos
sible th a t some of the Indians on th e ir  
tra il could travel the forty  m iles o f 
broken, bush grown river shore in a 
night and a day, but he doubted It. 
So he laughed loudly a t th e  square  
hack o f  Ilia friend when, an hour be
fore sunset, they landed a t Jackfish  
portage.

"W ell, w e did It, old b o y !" cried 
Steele, slapping the  knotted  shoulder 
of the  grinning David. “Now we’ll 
tak e  her all over in one trip  o r throw  
thia m useum  stuff away. Can we do 
It?"

David nodded. “De carry  to  de lak ' 
ees short. I ta k ’ the  canoe an ' de 
In jun  stuff. You ta k ' de rest."

'M a n  a liv e ! It will go fo u r hun
dred—with the  boat.”

But David wag busy slinging his 
tum p-llne to th e  larg est of the  bags 
and  m ade no answ er.

So, a f te r  fu r th e r  p ro test, which the 
Indian brushed aside, Steele parked 
the  th ree  hundred pounds of bags on 
th e  O JIhw sy's wide back, and on top 
balanced th e  canoe, and the  thick bow. 
legs of th e  red son of Anak moved 
stead ily  up th e  trull.

W ith the  dusk, the  canoe was In the 
Jackfish  and th e  two men gripped 
hands In m utual congratu la tion . They

“So Laflam m e left your tro th e r  te  
die alone—to sta rve?"

David nodded.
“Dat fe ller bad fe a r of Laflamme, 

but he go back to  de Pelican w en he
get chance.”

"W hat did be find?" asked Steele. 
“Nod In’.”
"W hat?"
“My brodder craw l to  de riviere an* 

drown heesel'—before  he starve."
"David.” said  th e  m an across th e  

fire, “I w ant to apologize for keeping 
you off th a t snake. H e was helpless 
and 1 thought If I allowed you to  go 
back th a t night, und we were a f te r 
w ard overhauled. It would mean our 
fin ish ; but now I wish you hud th ro t
tled him."

“I had hard  fight not to keel heem — 
but you're de boss.” added the  loyal 
OJIbway.

“You'll have your opportun ity  thia 
w inter—never fear.”

"M ehbe; t u t  dey may w ait fo r us 
tomorrow at de Fry ing  Pan."

"You still th ink  th a t some of them 
may have been sen t overland to  cut 
us off?"

"W al," said  the  cool half-breed, "eef 
I hunt canoe trave ling  dis way from 
Ogoke, dat ees W ere I sen ' dem.”

“But Uiey won’t have had tim e to 
get there.”

"Mebee not. Tom orrow  we see.” 
And the red sto ic rolled him self In his 
blanket.

• • • • • • •
The s ta rs  still hung above the  Jack- 

fish, although there  was a hin t of 
dawn In the  g raying east, when a 
canoe slid sw iftly  through the sh ad 
ows on the way to th e  Frying Pan 
rapids. Once over th e  carry  around  
th is roaring cauldron of w hite-w ater. 
Into the spray  of w hose flumes and 
cross cu rren ts no man. red or white, 
had ridden a canoe and come through, 
and the two friends could snap th e ir  
fingers nt Laflamme'» pursu ing  pack 
o f wolves, fo r th ir ty  m iles of hard- 
running river, from which they would 
not lift their flying canoe, then  lay be
fore them.

As they paddled tow ard  th e  carry  
above the  thundering  Frying Pan, 
Steele asked th e  Indian  whose eyes 
ceaselessly searched th e  shore below 
th e m : "H ave these  rap ids ever been 
run?"

"N o! Dey are  ver' bad een some 
place," m uttered  David.

“Could we run them ?"
The Indian shook his head.
"Then why did you Insist on our 

having our se ttin g  poles handy?”
David did not answ er.
“ You're w asting your tim e w atching 

th a t  portage." laughed Steele.
Still th e  OJIbway Ignored the  man 

in the stern . Then the  scoffer sud
denly wondered why the  bowman was 
edging the  nose of th e  boat, ss  they  
drifted , aw ay frohi the  carry . A 
thrill shot through him. Had David 
seen som ething suspicious?”

T he boat was fast approaching easy 
rifle range. W ith his paddle hurled, 
the  Indian, sim ulating  leisurely ac
tion, and followed by Steele, was rap 
idly uddlng to  the  d istance between 
th e  canoe and the  shore. But to the 
stra in ing  eyes of the  Am erican the 
scrub told nothing.

"W hat Is It? I can 't m ake anything 
out,” dem anded Steele.

Back from the to w  cam e; "K eep 
on padd le ; dey are  d e re !”

T he words froze Steele w here he 
kneeled.

On drifted  the  craft, ever edging

Ing. while David und S teele over- I wlll<,h they would not soon forget, 
hauled th e ir scant supplies. T here  , D ropping dow nstream  they cam ped In 
w ere barely beans, bacon and flour to
do a week, and Neplgon lake was two 
weeks' hurd travel. It m eant shoot
ing th e ir  way out, unless th e  fish 
would bite, for they hud glveu th e ir 
net to Michel.

"L et's  have a look a t th e  old Mann- 
lleher," said Steele as David w atched

had set I.uflam m e's gang a pace over ( fa rth e r  and fa rth e r from th e  ambush, 
a hundred m iles of lake  and river Stiff as stone knelt th e  man In the  

bow, o u tth ru a t arm s rigid, eyes an- 
chored to the beach, w rists  alone in 

the thick spruce, hack from »lie river. ! motion. H unched In th e  stern, fingers 
and for the  first tim e In two days, fiercely gripping his paddle. Steele 
baked cornbread  for th e ir  beans and m arveling a t the  OJIhwsy's nerve' 
bacon, and  feusted. waited fo r his order. A hundred

Beside a fire which th e  scrub yards m ore and th e  suck of the first 
m asked a t fifty feet, tw o men. a t ease chu te  would draw  them  Into the Fry- 
wlth the  world, pulled on a f te r  supper | Ing Pan. The boat was now passing  

the  rifles on the............ pipes. W ith a little  luck in the  pike j the  portage, yet
th e  bacon sp u tte rin g  In th e  pan "W e ! ll,k,‘S of th e  lower Jackfish, they could , shore w ere silent. Then Steele un- 
may need her before we get out o f | *'k*‘ " ut ,,le lr  » ran ty  food su p p ly ; and J deratood. T he plan w as to drown 

If. as seem ed certain , they  had left “ ----- "I tills mess. | wng „ fo„ | ,o  a,„p  t |lpr,,
I might have—" He had throw n the

I holt-handle up and back, when his 
face sobered T he sta rtled  eyes which 
met the Inquiring gaze of th e  m an at 
th e  fire drew a q u ick : “ W a t  you see 
- ghost?"

Making no reply, S teele sprang  to 
j the canoe, tore th e  lashings from  a 
I hag and fum bled with Its contents-— 

then em ptied the hag on th e  beach. 
Taking David's rifle from th e  canoe.
he opened the  breach.

"Both guns em pty !” he skid In dis
may "T hey’ve got ou r shells two

! boxes In the bag! Not a shot left 
cleaned o u t !"

T he w hite man looked long Into the  
Immobile face o f the  Indian

" If  they catch ue—w e're  done! If 
i they don't, we can t even shoot o u r  

wav home. I t 's  <J»h—o r  s ta r v e " ’
T he OJIbway sq u a tted  on his heels 

and resum ed his frying. "W al, b o s s "  
•»e said stoically, "w e have heeg feed 
41a m ornln' den paddle  lak b—I I"

them.
(T O  BR C O N T IN I-C O  )

Realizing H it  Profit»
He walked Into a brokerage office 

several m onths ngo. deposited tlfiimo 
I nevalre  tell you w'y I hunt I and bought some stocks on the firm 's 

advice. No one saw him until lately  
when he walked In again and asked 
how much profit he had

"T w enty thousand d o lla rs  or there- 
about»." replied one of the p a rtner!, 
a f te r  th e  account had been checked 
up.

"Sell my stocks and give me mv prof. 
Its in caah." the  custom er directed, 
a f te r  a few m inutes.

As soon as the

»heir p u rsu ers hopelessly behind, the 
shell In D avid 's rifle m ight bring them 
meat.

"Boas," said th e  OJIbway. a f te r  a 
period of silence w hich w as c h arac te r
istic,
dis Laflam m e."

From  a revery In which Denise St. 
Onge iiguin p layed to  him on her Hill 
of Dream s, fa r  In the  north. Steele 
tu rned  with In terest to  the  speaker.

"No, I should like to h e a r "
"B et was tnanee y ear hack—ten, 

twelve. Dis Laflam m e trad e  wid de 
Jlbw ay up Los' lak ' wav. My brod

der work for heem He sen ' my brod-

de hack l»e 'noder fe ller try  carry 
heem ovalr de portage but eet pain mv 
brodder too much. He say. ’I stay 
here w 'lle you hreeog men from  |,o* 
lak. Dey ta k ’ me ovalr de long |«ort 
age on de sp ruce  po le!''*

For two hour» th e  canoe w as driven i *'o r 8 bm g »pace David sa t with 
a t  only seasoned men can push m aple I head on hands, sta rin g  Into the  f ir  ■ 
paddles. Then, leaving the lake, they ! S teele  sm oked In silence, w aiting f > • 
faced forty m iles of the  sw ift Rouge th e  mood of his friend to chat

der an ' 'noder m an to  uiak* cache on 
de Pelican riviere. Due day, heeg j ru led  and a m essenger re tu rned  from 
spruce log she fall and hit lieein In , hank, the  p a rtn e r counted ont to 

him tw enty one-thousand dollar notes 
and some odd hills and change. He 
stuffed th e  money In hl» w allet and sat 
down. T hen a f te r  he had enjoyed for 
half an hour th e  sensation of carry ing  
Ids p ro fits  In his clothes, he pnlled ont 
the  money, handed II hack to  the part-

orders could he

ner snd  salil-
Bnv ail those stock» hack agaln !’

—W ail S treet Journal.
before they tu rned  off on the  portage 
o the  Jackfish. o n c e  on th e  Jackfish  
.hey could travel a» fast us th e ir pu r
suers. for from th e re  It w as all down 
atream  to Neplgon. But th e  thought 
which adiled pounds to  the  th ru s t of 
pole end lunge of paddle th rough  the 
trava il and sweat of thnt O ctober day 
was the chance of being headed by 

’ Indians sent overland to th e  Jack tlsh  
I portage  W ith no sheila for th e ir 

rifles, they were a t the  m ercy of the 
V et half breed te  ewme up w ith thmo.

w hen the  rest would he tobl
At length. David stra igh tened  e l

tu rn ed  to th e  other, black eyes gilt 
ing, as he hoarsely dem anded: "W'.->t 
you t'lnk  da t luiflaiiiuie say w 'ea le 
feller reach l.os' lak '?  Dees ees w at 
he a n y :

W ords, tc
W ord»

they "re than antm ds;
are  game.-s stored with history 

and the  exper.cr -e of generations of 
L anm ages. »iso h„Tatheir users

•Dat m an ovalr on de I 'e l'caa  ; their .jlatlnctlve character». and forme 
ees dead by now. I got no men te  of expression and m eter su ited  to  * 
sen'. You not go b ack . I got wor for lancviRge do violence
you wld heeg canoe down in W ahl Keen words 
goon" tlon. the rhvthm

Again David paused, h it f . ■•«• deck br ng,, and res .,-.1 , o h u  
with bis though la. ■ * ----------

one
to another, 

m to we!come the  emo. 
which the poet
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put It off another day. Get a 
bottle at your druggist’s now 
and start the good work right 
away. Take Tanlac Vegetable 
Pills for constipation.
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