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I rp The next few days were strangely
there were always many presume. | . happy. The faint chance of rescue
ablyv a majorin v h shrogged | : | aused their littde hot to seem dearer,
shoulder lenied 1 Is and | -~ _a the wild free life more end inting

A 4 T L]

proclaimed the t f 1 | . : I'he spirits of both had never been so

ahae high. Barbara, having conquered the

o} per sax problem with such sublime . sim-

re id i i 1 unde i nlielty ast It from her mir sur-
otress and therefore were v | keeping Ha rendering herself wholly to the en-
scraps of papar 5 pping groswing happiness of the moment
'hey have never complied with ar habiaihe . 4 ' That her very subterfuge, proving
¢ all It did, had been the death-knell to
¢l the stipulations of the treaty of e o tende
\ I . her object, never entered her head
Creg 4 ) d t nar I ¢ k ertal h the -
gaille They nued to ma 1 ti ) 1 ti i On Christmas eve they collected

L cture arms and munitior {f war terprise T'hi ir i wrmfuls of greenery, the girl clinging

In face of it t t inhil n d ricd I I ’ with unconsclous pathos to the old cus

Keep several times as many men w ve .been handled more su toms in which she had been reared

der militar training A8 its term i t he | nar However R “Ah! she cried Inconsequently.

permitted heeler ma VOUr every “Isn’t It al beautiful ¥
“W 1 ask a nowing
Thef deliber itely bankrupted the ro than doubles hat?” he asked, yet knowing full
tre r t | ! } well
reasury to avoid 1 ¢ing the repa: ) rae]l hamiet dene e -
. ol Maxing the repa '8 4 raral hamiet, Oh—everything! Christmas—here!
ation payments the treaty . alled for 8 existence up« A rural Freedom from Mr Horne !" She
Now when the allie refuse t tior There is a great deal Sprang upen a sultease, tralls of vine
evacuate territor given into thei prise in the ctivit In her hands, anl laughed down at him
econtrol as security for those pay tion—ru Enterprise, i 1 He came close to her, the same
ments the Teutons rage and rnash d aspire . ecstasy lurking In his own eyes

their teeth and declare that th, . ent of that enterprise . TI...,'.-'\I..'I.-r!f you realize all you have

implieda?

tion, taken in i Or( tl 1 I P ’ e

wen In strict accord with the ! 1 ' “What?' She looked startled.
Il“"”'ﬁ| AMLOULLE Lo n v ation of E pri . t v She turned awavy and fastened a
and makes it more t) In ever a scraj now th I vine tendr!l to the bamboo, He watched
t t I wer  sllentd 1ot e >
of paper, to which no one pays an N M 0 he llentiy, notleing the chang:
ttentjor Mortland Oreg ! b 0O wrought In her by these past months

19841 on. . L

} - Journal as the Fort P 7 e The wild-rose air had vanished : in Its
I wil coniorm to the treat Hal . stead the warm blood flowed red be-
and to their subsequent ag reement ’ e : neath a sunbumed skin: her feet were
. t th e E end 1 Port .
line with it just as far as threaten it those are Euge ! brown and hardened. Yet, where the
ing bayonets compel them to pers, though their " depths were concerned, remalned the
Fhe German obedience to treati jer t} those I old timidity which was, paradoxically,
resemble the obe lence of our rumn -~ S kSR “:;"
fnlge st W knew -
runners and moo hiner nd boot Three in Bank Holdup ldentified S, ep and st ‘. would, he knew, b
| 4a ' o W e | “off on the wing,'” scared as a young
ALFRPOYY 0 F } "1 wr ] b 31, & n 1 [ f *
o) |I| rs prohibitory laws Bu 1 . T e 1 partridge. But Alan's small store of
the latter laws are being made m . n held he for Canada conn patienee had been drained to the last
drasti and being botter enforee m with the §42,000 Nanain B. ( dregs
every da nk robbery of D mber 12, 1924 Finishing the decoration, she pansed
Ihe league of nations shows won I ldentiffed by win heslde him, considering the effect
derful vitality It K been ¢ vap rtland, Or., as mem b of t Ferns anpd palm leaves swayed In the
ped” s0 many tim that one might five bandits who held up the Geor |' "”rr:'-r*. | r?nlir‘.nx‘ greenery 1-i-'-‘- l:-f;--l
4 - walle and roof ; flowers stoof upon the
Suppose there wouldn't be a s rap of Bates & Co. bauk in that city ¢ | eabin table '
it left by W All . ‘etober 156, 1924 I. 8. Birrell ashi - !
. o - [ ) " “lory, Isn't 1tY she asked, looking
gmoothed ut  many Shilvovesal f the Portland bank, and two v un up for his approval.
that threatened wal Argonting 1 empl " “Very cogy I" he replied, looking only
which onee withdrow from ¢ P vere laken to the King count at her. *“What a little home-maker yon
ha: returned. The | nited States re re pointed out Harry St I'' H are."
mains  the only responsible nation inson Geor I 1 ~ She flushed, and again turned hastily
outside and hey busines manage ' 1 who | 1 h ulll_\l . .
aks edsal . “We'll hang this remaining vine over
* cudgeling 1 wral -
dgeling their brains to finad the entrance, outside Wil you bring
Some way to collect loans and repara the sultcases ™
tions claim without the league and He carrled out the substitute for .
without war Indder; and up she sprang Deftly
-0t with the art of experience, she caught
‘ the tralling follage up here, letting It
TO RETAIN L‘ND OFFICES hang In clusters there
| “And that middle cluster? asked
Washington, Idahe and Oregon Appro | Alan, bes!de her. *“Is that for mistle
priations in Senate Bill | toe?

Washitgton, 1L ¢ Fhe interfor de Her head rose quickly. as that of a
partment a priation bill, as report | Young deer scenting danger. With a
ed to the sepate CArries the amend qu ;‘ ® :[.I.. down at him, she stretched

: oat her hand toward the banch : bat he
lent forced Into it 1 ¢ house by Youare now beginnii . ]
Chatrman \iinnott f ) l 1 ' e POt %p a long arm to prevent its re
committ . bt sl to t|'|f||l\ Ol l‘."_'.l II SIS moval. And Ml a flash, all the security
ommittee, retaig Ing the land tlic of the past davs fell to Mins For
At Burng and La Grande. Or Whalla Hie Lo ‘f]”"n l‘f Vorlll while she strove agnin to selge the
\ ervil 1 wig . s 511l tes .
Valla, Wa ville, . ¥ ma a: Var "WOS. l"'l']l.lf“ thev NOe ne leaves, the sultcases overbalanced
couver, W ) and Coeur d'Alens | ) " ind she topplad down wpon him
Idal 1asses to b |:|'{7"il up tl He caugbt her and held her He

The bill a ' . , - " r . e her close to thumping heart
" I NEW YEAR and buried bis face 1n her hatr
are . § : S . For a moment ahe ay nert then

u ' : gan to struggle, gasping &
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his ble
“Where else ld you live? With
the natives for—chaperonage?”

She drew a sobbing breath, looking
around with a pathetic gesture of help
essness which
passion faded t more from his face
He pressed her against him agaln, this
rotectively
nely position for you !"
hen he rose, with such

time |

“It's a d—d
he exclalmed
precipituney that she nearly fell He

began walking up and dowm outside
the hut

Instead of rrying away, she hesi
tated, watching him in bewllderment

strange longing to re
to saunter together on
Somatimes their

consclions of
INAIN Dear &
the ahore § Was
habit at mduht

But when t last, he paveed near
)y such suggestion

ner, he T Qe

Go to bed,” he sald rather curtly:
“it's late And, Barbara, don't lle
awuke night, or cut off the rest of
your halr It's all—useless."”

With that he turned away, and went

off alone to the beach leaving her stare-
Ing nfter him

Strangely enough, she did not lle
awake this time
moinents had embodied hours of emo
tlonal strain. The force which had
s*emed to be sweeping her from all
moorings had caused hor to struggle
violently, both mentally and physically,
to retain her own Individuality, to pre-
vent It from being submerged in hia
His Nps on hers would have been
sheer physical pain, unbearahle, over-
powering
ness fell upon her mind. She felt too
desperately tired to attempt coherent
thought This
nowadays, they
conrse !

Those few passionate

Hved, must take (ts
Since the moment when she
had seen the shark, n lifetime of
tumultuous emotions had whirled her
mind and heart round llke thistledown.
Confused, yet subtly, gloriously elnted,
she slept till dawn .

A fusillade of sticks and stones
roused lier, but she did not see Alan
And a sudden overwhelming shyness
restralned her from calling to him

But there was no trace of last night's
passion about this man of a hundred
meods when they met: and her self
confidence revived While wshe was
packing the old tin box with food, he
arrived, fresh and damp from the riv
er. He gally deposited a large bhun
dle at her feet, and wished her ]
merry Christmas

With surprise, she uncovered a run-
ningly contrived hammock made from
tree fiber, alrplane eanvas, and aerial!

iched his heart. The |

Afterward, n numb- |

voleano upon which, |

As this was exactly what she lhad often |

wanted upon hot afterncons, her pleas
ure was unhounded

“I have nothing for vou
regretted, with compnaction

“Oh?! Well—we'll gee iboat that!™
he replied enigmatien l¥; then hurried
thelr departure

They walked quickly saving little
over the rough ground which
with 'low serub, sloped upward on the
eust of thelr bnay

They paused to rest and eat. in the
eastern wood, meaning to rems n there
during the midday heat The shady
branches stretched ont
were welcome

Alan!" she

cOvered

over the heach
o evyes dazzled by the
glare without e Intox

1 cation of the
morning’s beauties, their own radiant

health and spirits, the stratns of the
whd sweet orchestra rising | sround
leat enchantment that little plenl
Barbara had g It were 1ght at
reeds  durine the st few weeks. but
they had broken In her gras Onward
she was 1 v ng. She v 1
1 n ¢ ¢ t
juen £ in « 1 her
A FenKkness | his ximity
Abruptly, he went to her ind took
her by the shoun re, saying nothing
but gazing Into her face as if seqr hing
for son *thing he wished to lemrn there
Suddenly, apprehension in } er eves
deepened to horror: a ory | nrst from
her lips; she hecame r gid In his hands
With = pitate hnste A the
whole I e crur that she nid
Aever afterward clearly re ember how
It happene at, In flash, the face of
the whole w n nred She
WAN sel f dark bulk, a sav
Age face =h knew well, loming sud
Yend P amid t} reem—of A snenr
T e " ! » ) ng
the w he hack of an nsns
r\‘i.f K n r
H A vne In dangs That was
alls t thong stant)
she had =» " at the revolver, and
wl 1 1| met
A md a poff of amak
A wid A i fear n a
dtrean f 4 ‘o = fron @ '
sl A n from of lwsr as e ke
clea 1 away Those were the
ward FeASlONE o w her nd
was 4 Fare; byit,th semed ga
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real, of no account. She he'a‘rd the
spear fly wide into the tree at her
side: them Rabooma's running foot-
steps and retreating eries. . . . Oroft,
astounded, had barely eaught a glimpee
of the dark face which he had oftem
seen covertly watching him, before it
wae momentarily blotted out in smolk.
He started forward In bot paursuit;
then, arrested by a choking cryshalted
abruptly, and looked at the girl

She stood motionless: her eyes,
luminous as stars, ixed upon him, her
mouth 4 little opep, the still smoking
weapon lying at her feet. It had heen
no mild {dea of cansing Babooma fear
which had impelled her action, but a
furious, savage desire to kill! She
had hurled herself to the rescue, re
gardless of all elpe

Afterward, all power or desire to
move searned to leawe her. A vell fell
from before her eves: and a brilllance
streamed In, llluminating, scorching—
full of such ecstasy that she stood as
though transfixed, paralyzed with the
wonder of It all, gagsing upon him whom
thig brilliance had newly revealed

e breath ecanught o the man'e
throat ; the blood rnced madly through
his velns; his eyes blazed, answering
the glory of her own,

Llke the Wagnerian lovers after
drinking of the love potion, they stood
a few feet apart, under the sun-flecked
follage of the treesa, awed for. a mo-
ment by the miracle. She ralsed her
hand at last, as If inviting. ..., The!
spell broke |

Instantly his arms were around her,
With an Inarticulate cry, she was swept |
off her feet, clasped to his throbbing
heart, his burning lips pressed hers, |
her hands clinging round hils netk. N
all her individuality merged irrevocably 1
into his, as a stréam, falling through |
arms of rock, merges Into the resistiess
waves of the ocean.

. L] L L L] L] L ] |

The sun was sigking, a fléry ball in
an almost violet sky, its last rays shim
mering golden-red across the water,
when at last the two returned to the
hut on what wonderful Christmas day
A new world greeted thelr eyes at
every turn. Never had reef or sea or

appeared so rplendid, The superh,
absolute egotism of newly found lovers

“mivcloped them both: no thought save
(isturbed the shining
flours.  Like one still walking In a
irenm-world, Barbara entered the
entral but, gny with its decorations
he line of golden light -enitering with
her plerced the dusk within: and, fall
ing upon the opposite wall, drew her

f each other

| away. :
her face upon bher hands, In self-abase-

eyes unconeciously that way- ,

She stopped.

Hugh's face smiled down at her, with
all its old confidence!

Violently the dream-werld crashed
around her as she met the falthful, dog-
like look she knew so well Had he
been there |n flesh and blood, she could
hardly have been more disconcerted.
She felt as a traitor might, when meet-
ing the unsuspiclous eyes of the sov-

She Stepped. Hugh's Face Bmiled
Down at Her.

ereign he has betrayed. For, however
faithful she might remaln in word and
deed to her bond, her heart would ever
be traltorous. His ring was still om,
her finger: It seemed to burn there, an
outward sign of the world of fact with
its prosalc realities, Its duties, Its
sense of honor, its materiallsm, Its sac-,
rifices, . A cold foreboding swept
over her. It was as If In the midst of
glorfous sunshine, a thuaderciap had
sent (ts warning of storms not far'
She sat dewm, prepping

ment—fearful, yet, bebind all, ex-!
ultant. . . ., )
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