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An Independent—Not neutral-—news-
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Bwbe rip ‘o $1.60 & year In advance

Advertising, 20¢ an inch: no discoun
for .ime ipace . Do charge lor con
VOKIOON O CIALgEes

M “Palg-for Paragraphs.” fc a llae

Me advertiang disgulsed as news

”THI'.' FARMER'S BURDENS

A governmeol survey covering
816 farme in Linn countvy o
which cash rents were pajid sbhoweo
that in 1920 the average rent war
$2.47 per

valuation wes $70

acre and the averag:
This means
owner of &

gross return to the

per cent, from which taxes an
other items must be deducted, 1]
farm prices have varied aince 192
it is believed that rents have prac
them, so that th

eitnation is substantially the same

tcally followed

chart showir

On page 3 is a
the farmwer’'s conceptiou of th
principal sonrces of his unequs

burdens. The chief of these is lov
products as con

“lllll th

prices of farm
pared with
farmer wust buy.

The government daily market
news service, under date o
November 14, shows the gaunt
let that has to be run by a bo:
of Oregon apples and the num
ber of profits taken from it be
fore it reaches the consumer i
New York. The New York re
tailer took $1.87, the jobher tool
49¢, the wholesaler 89¢, the rail
roads 80c, the shipping organi
zation 27c, leaving $1.18 of the
$6 the box of apples sold for, fo
the grower, The retailer got
more profit on the sale than th.
grower got for the entire sea
son’s labor and expenses,

The solution of this problem i
co-operative ' marketing. Whe«
this bas been tried it bas mo;
often been u failure than a succes:
not because the prineiple is wromn
but because of faulty applieat «
Some, like the Pacitic Coast Pou,
try Producers, have besn s0 man
aged ae to relicye the farmer of
portien—a small portion—of t
uuconscionabie 10!l the middleme
rake off hetweeu him and the co

those of

sumer. More must he done alo
this line, but wise as the serpenl
& co-operator who can so steer t,
euterprive as to wvold the pitfal
eraftily dug in its path by (i
profit taking go-hetweens.

There ure those who fear th,
the great Furu Burean murketin,
corporation, iu wequirirg the bus,
ness of fiye leading Chieago pr
duce gambling firme, with a ges
in the exchange and « string .
mid-west warehouses, has paid 1o
much for ite whistle. Let us hop
not while we awuit the outoom.
Our  sympatihies are mll on th
kide of the burean

The second handicap, in th.
opinion of these flrmerr,
taxes.

is hig!
These are not Kving to b
reduce | by another eXpensive ror .
gressional Investigation, ‘1o dis
cover facts already known, nor by
s $40 000 Jampaige to beat inl-
Gregon silcome tax, nor by send
log o Salem a legislatare cop,
posed of lawyers und Cily traders,
- e

Merrill, 80 ui)es south of Klan.
ath Falls, has .im.nn.-'mi s on
policeman becuuys there is nothi .
for him to deo
weli behavea.

Hulsey i equally
Both are Jitile
surrounded by prosperous
farme. © them, as loea
homen, with large
Citien ljke S:-ullip_ where police are
sccused of beotlegging and chil
dren get drunk at s hoaol,

towns

[IJilllt&
tions for h“l'l',"

- -
Soon the legislature will be in
pesrion, Then look for the pres.

lobby 1o urge the publication i
the Dewepapery of the watter now
put forth in the Yoters’ pawphlets
thus substituting ene extravaganc

for another, Abolish the whol

thing.
- ———

The department of sgricalture
Tvcommends paradichlorobensine
to repel clothes moths, No sell.re
fpecliog moth  wil) stay where
Quch a word as that ie tolerated,

'&m-“._i:m T
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(Continoed)

a iew Binutes, ﬂ.u‘ Crofi's iiiusivi
of a friendly compact was destroyed
Hostllity was evident. He soon rea
lized that an attack was being organ
ized for the following night, though
by could not distingulsh the plans be
log lald.

Emboldened by the absence of any
sign of their enemy, the men remained
standing for several minutes. guzing
doewn the siope at the solitary nut

'nst, after an (ndistinet colloquy, they
meved slowly forward ia its direction
For a moment Croft's heart seemed
to stop beating. To expose Limself,
unarmed, would mean certain dentl,
and the consequent abamdonment of
the girl, whose life now rested upon
hls, to a fate probably far worse. In-
side the hut, If he could but reach it,
lay the sultcase containing his re-
volver. Should he risk all and dash
from his hiding place or—7 A sigh of
cellef escaped his lps when the men
suddenly halted. For what seemed an
eternity he watohed them confer to-
gether, evideatly divided In opinion
on the wisdom of thelr vemture. When
at last they turned and made off
foward the south eof the Island, he
found his clenched bands. were shak-
Df and his brow was wet He hur
led down to the hut, where he found
+ white-faced gin InefMectually bar-
rieading the door with sultcases.

She uttered a welcoming cry on his
ippearance at the window,

“How did you escape? Where were
youl! What can we do?”

To his owa amazemeat perbaps as
much as hers, he lsughed—almost
happlly.

“They bave gone away,” he replied.
“We can't do anything at present.”

She gased at him In some bewllder-
ment, knowing mothing of the reac-
lon which had caused that strange
light In his face; and he laughed
ugaln, boylshly; them leaned fartler
‘n for a closer Inspection of the blue-
clad fgure with its cloud of halr,

“You are better? he asied

The paleness of her cheeks changed
#uddenly to red under his scrutiny,

“I=I'm all right,” she muttered,
turning away,

“I will go back for the water,” he
remarked; and his face disappeared
from the aperture

Barbara's mind was unedmfortably
confused, Safe In . some refuge, she
bad seemed to be deeping for hours.
Whea she awoke she Instinctively
sought for a hand which proved not
to be there. Throughout the terrified
moments that enswed, vague lmpres-
slous of some midmight event chased
elusively through her brain. They
were Intensified By Croft's appear-
ance. Valaly she t™ed to capture the
threads; to sejmrate the real from
the chaos of delirlum. Al Wwas con-
fusion, jumbled repetitions of accum-
ulated horrors.’ She caught Orst at
one thread; them lost It and caught at
another, But ever at ome point her
cheeks burned. How muoch was true?
Surely not—. The more slie thought,
the more com'inced did she become

of its Incredible Freality. How
could she fuce her cpmpanion? e
slone  could place the unraveled

threads lu her hands  But how t
make him do so? How- -

wg‘_.- ‘her thoughts
that she starte violen®y at the sound
of his velce agaln at th e window

“Your nerves are' awfullly wenk,” he
remarked,

“They are mot!" ghe snm vped Indlg
nantly. . Was she always ta feel fool
Ish and, above all, appear so, witl
this man?

Opening the door, she too ¢ In one
of the basins, without looking * up

A scented, steaming bath ¢o uld not
have been more welcome than ¢ “at lit.
tie basin of cold water. The frem hness
luvigorated her, reviving a girlis h Ho
terest In appearances Unpackl & »
tny traveling mirror, she proceeds ! to
do up her halr, dressing (n one of the
cool washing frocks latended for Ay 18
tralia,

Croft was thumping en the hut N
wanding breakfast, before he conmple

tion of this tollet. His quick glancev
took In her dalnty and very civillzed
Appearance down to the gray sueds
shoes ; but he wade no comment

Aguln the contents of the old tin bax
proved invaluable, with the addition of
bananas and coconut They spread
thelr store upon the ground outside, in

S0  engrossed

el ved " .

-~ &EWmr peveral fuctive glamces at his

_ﬁ/‘;‘ - -
-/ SINNERS \
~IN HEAVEN

wherein Barbara lay unprotected. At |

|

the early morning sunshine !

Conversailon languished |'mﬂ"

seemued ahstracted, deep In thought }
Her rddie of the night lay an

=
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| tace, she

made a plunge.

“l want to know-
“Yes? What?' Quickly his eyes
searched her own, causing ber to low-

er them confusedly

“l can't remember what happened—
Fm afrald I——did 1 behave rather
stupidly, last night?"

He stretched out his hand for a ba-
pana, peeling It with lrritating dellber-
ation before replying.

“You were, naturnlly, slightly um-
hinged after all your experiences.”™

This guarded reply was unsatisfac-
tory

She felt exasperated. Looking across

at him, she fancled the suspleion of
a smile hovered around his lips.

“You reallze, of course, that any-
thing I did—or said-—+was because—I
mean, It was not my normal state!™

“Oh, I quite realize that!” His tone
caused her to look up quickly again.

“Why are you laoughing?” she asked
unensily,

“Why are you so afrald? he re
torted.

Nonplused, she took refuge In a
diguified silence. Finishing her break-
fast, she looked round the bay—at the
rugged hill beside them, the palnms and
fdense forest trees In the background,
the  coral shingle and white sand
stretching down to the magnificent
blue of the lagoon, in the distance the

reef and vast stretch of limitless sen :
the Intensely vivid ecolors and contrast
#hone in the sunlight with extraordi-

nary brillinnee,
“It's all very beautiful,” she sald at
' last, conversationally.

“It I8! he ngreed warmly, rising to
his feet. Bringing his mug filled with
water, he sat down close beside her.

“Now, please mend my head.”

Barbara was concerned over his palk
lor and the lines surrounding his eyes.

“You look worn out !" she exclaimed
Involuntarily. “Didn’t you sleep well

Inst night?™
“Not a wink!  He glanced quickly
up at her. Wheraupon her unraveled

confusion returned fourfold: and she
finished her job In sllence.

“I'm golng up the hill to the wire
less,” he observed then. “You need
not fear the natives. They won't re-
turn until they have mustered thelr
numbers.”

At her look of alarm he contloued
| hurriedly: *“I've got a scheme for

scaring them off altogether. 1 sham't

be long away. If you shout, I shall
hear.”

There was no suggestion of her com-
pany belng required. She watched
him disappear, with a sickening sense
of the oppressive loneliness that she
dreaded ; but pride forbade her utter-
ing & word to detain him. Then, with
anconscious Imitation of Croft, she
threw her head a little back ; clenched
her hands; and entered the hut

While the natives hurried to the
south, to prepare for battle, the man
sat on the ground beside the transmit-

ter, staring out to sea, his braln work-
Ing on the scheme to which he had

Just alluded; his mind torn between
conflicting deetslons. In this predica-
ment, at the merey of a tribe of hos
tile savages, there were but two fer
lorn hopes of defense. One lay I the
little weapon down In the hut, with Its
Hmithq supply of minmunlition : the oth-
er In the Inherent superstition of the
Islanders. If once the latter could be
roused ; If his ruse, for all Its wilds fxy
sucreeded, thelr lives might vet be
safe. On the other hand, wireless mes
snpes might reach ship time
There was not enough electrical en
eTEY for botl parposes

Which should It be?

“My God!" he muttered to himself.
“Was ever a man In such a d—d po-
sitlon 1"

v

No better tonle could have been glv-
& to Croft's mind than this necessity
for lmmediate action. Unt!l he had
made his decision and the detalls were
matured, he forbore to alarm Barbars
with the prospect before them
For about two hours he was absent
'hen a spiral of gray smoke ascended
from the hilltop, and he appeared with
his arms full of wire
\ *1 have left a beacon burning, In
| a'9%e & passing vessel
e '*ed, standing sti|l
the figure emerging from the hut.

=4 transformation ! he exclaimed :
and t Vere was a strange new tone In

his vo ve

AWAY,

Ing down L ¥ back, sleeves rolled up,
bure et « "3:—""‘ ™ the aand,*she | Y

S ——————

flas' ad him a shy look of Inqulry.

mid

Thus did Barbara take the first tep
from out the net of lifelong conven-
tions, and tread the free apaciousness
beyond

“You fit In 80 well—as If it is your
matural sphere I ghe added

He smiled half to himself, patted
the spare seat beside him Rather
wonderiagly she approached, looking,
he thought with compunction, ex-
tremely young and delicately made.
To inform a sensitive girl of the forth-
coming attack of possible cannibals
was, to Croft, ten imes meore formid
able then meeting them single-hand
ed. He ~as not versed In the ban-
dling of these situationa

Taking her hand, he drew her down
close beside him; then, In & few
curt sentences, he told her,

The fingers he held closed cenvul-
sively upon his own; her free hand
clenched iteelf upon her knee; the
falot color dralned AWAY, leaving her
face quite white,

“Can’t we go—hide somewhere—on
the reef?” she urged, turning dark
eyes of fear upon him.

He shook his head Very thought-
fully, from every polnt of view, had
he considered the position. Should
they, by hiding, elude the patives to-
night, it would be but a respite. The
same danger would surround them ev-
ery moment they spent here: they
could never know peace or safety. For
S0me reason these natives were hos-
tile: something must be done to over-
come thelr hostility. Untll and unless
& friendly compact could be made,
they must be forced to leave the two
white people alone, through fear. Al
this he explained to the girl, who rec
ognized the wisdom of It, as well as
what she deemed the ImpossibUity.,

“Two! Agalnst, possibly, bundreds!
How can we make them fear us? she
asked hopelessly.

“Through thelr superstition,” he re-
plied promptly. “Once muke them be-
leve we deal with the pernatural,
Or possess magical powers, and they
Wil make us tabu. The dread of death
or disease from violating a tabu will
Ciduse them to shupn us ke lepers,”

Barbara, Inexperienced In natives’
WAYS, was only half eonvinced. She
listened Incredulously to the scheme
he propounded, her knowledge of elec-
tricity belng lmited.

“I will get some sticks,” he conelud-
er, rislng; “and place everything I(n
reddiness ; then I shall turn In for a
bit. This afternoon we'll: strengthen
the walls of the hut; and I'll put up &
partition. Then we ghall each have
4 room untll wq ean bulld another hut.
Plenty of work before ug If rescue
doesn’t come 'soon |

Silently, she helped to collect sticks,
an extraordinary numbness pervading
her mind. Oroft's apirits rose. He
had faced and eluded death too often
to fear It. * His confidence in this sim-
ple ruse puzzled: her. ¢

Collecting the rubber shock ebsorh-
er belonging to the wireless outfit, he
Broke ‘the sticks iuto shert stakes,
showing Barbara how to cover them.
This done, he proceeded to fix them
firmly in the ground round the hut,
then aftached the merial to the top of
each: thus forming a wire cirele a few
Inches above the ground, ae far from
the hut as the amount of aerial per.

mitted. The two ‘ends were carried
through the entrance and connected
to the transmitter within,

“Now!" he exelalmed, “when 1
Wave, press the key on the transmit-
ter Nere, and watch the result.” -

- He went out to the wire ; and, kneel-
Ing' down, placed one hand about half
8 Inch: above It Ralsing the other,
he gave the signal

She pressed the key as directed. Im-
mediately, a serles of bright blge
sparks flashed, like firefiles, from the
wire to his hand, which he repeatedly
Jerked sway; then, delighted with Its
Success, he returned to her.

“You sea” he explained, “the vol-
umie of curremt (s .always large with
wireless, therefore | tukes effect by
sparking at the moment of tact.
The human body is, of courseda con-
ductor) Our visitors will get thé shock

Abruptly he
his eyes uponm |

illy approach any object of atfnck by
| waddling along oo thelr stomadhs !
.I He chuckled with the antic¢ipatory

enjoyment of a schoolboy over a
practical joke: then uuxmeﬂml'hu\'lnx
some food, L

Mechaniéally she fetched Aunt Dol-
I¥'s box and drew out tins of beef and
toffee, herolcally trylng to sha¥e In his
confidence. .

He talked on, compelling Bér to at-
tend, diverting her thoughts until the
menl ended, covertly watching her ev-
ery expresasion. Then he drew her
within the hut, to rest,

Mechanically again, she entered, go-
Ing to the little window and looking
| out, drearily, toward the palms. He
fzed up the doer, thea came over to
ber

“You don't feel at all nervons? he
asked nonchalantly.

She turned, with a forced mmile.

“Obh no! « « Dear me, nel

. Of course not,” she AnSW ered,
r with terrific emphasts.
| “That's all right!
| soul for a gied !
Ehe fSashed an indignant look at him,
| which, in spite of herselr faded as she
| met the umexpected laughter In his
eyes.

“You wanted sdventure!” he re

of their lives-—especinllys as ‘E usu-

You're a plocky

The ( winty shoes and stockings had |Minded her. *You wanted to ‘feel

E life” to learn the ‘meaning’ of thingm,
dis sarded, the halrpins thrown “ . *adl !
w 'th a long thick plait swing | sound the —_—

You have your Reart's desire—at the
bedrock of nature! Selse It,
Bubars! Drigg w (he very dregs|

g

E I

——

- ___&___I

“It seems more natursl—here,” she | V4!

ten i i
Is wissing. ™
Surprised, she listened sllently. He
turned away, lald one of their conts
just inside the door, and threw him-
self down upon (t. Within a fow
minutes he was sleeping.the sleep of
jheer exhaustion

But the girl sat for long under the
ittle window, lost In thought, won-
dering over his wordd. And ever her |
mind reverted to gge sentenge. A
few words of pralse from one whose |
pinion you' ha¥®  uncomsclously
!earned to respect, gnd what a world

of .courage do thiy bring in thelr :
train ! p
L] - . . . L] " - |
There are no pleisant hours of twi. |
light In the trop The sun sets, '
and soon the world 1s wrapped in
larkness. It had disappeared behind

the west hill, and already a few stars
were showing in the swiftly darken-
ing sky, when Croft came out of the ]

hot to where Barbara was collecting
the remaing of thelir supper. He car l
rled something In his hands.

“Do you understand a revolver? he
Inquired.

She turped round, mingled fear and
relief in her fact “Have you one?
No; I have never fired one in my life
I wouldu't dare!”

“Well, I want to show you how to
use this little beast, in case anything
§0€8 wruong and you are left—"

She laughed, miserably. |

“If they manage to kill you, the_vl
will soon finish me off!*

He regarded her in silence, for a
mornent.

“They wouldn't kill you,” he sald
quietly. “Do  you . understand my
meaning 7"

Her face went very white. For a
few minutes she paced up und down

.

“They Wouldn't Kill Yeu,” He sald.
“Do You Understand?

| able,
| the electric ruse, never strong, grew

| her falth

nanus citacliea, racTRg Mg nDew e
ror, striving to control herselr betore
this man whose very look discours pud
weakness. The coolness of his bear
ng, as he stood playing with the
weapon In his hands, calmed her,
bracing ber to a simulation of the
sume fearlessness.

"Bhow me,"” she sald, golng to hym

Quietly, as if explaining the Mech
anism of a watch, he explained bow
It worked.

“I wil load 1t, and fix it ready for
use,” he concluded.

And the girl who, in England, bhad
shrunk from all firearms, took the Iit-
tle weapon from bim eagery, welcom-
Ing It as a valued friend bringing, pos
sibly, the greatest succor of all. s

As they sat In the dark hut, uwpon
thelr upturned sultcases, Dear the
window aperture, the strain upon Bar-
bara’s nerves became almost unbear-
With every minute her faith in

weaker; ontll it ebbed away, leaving
only a ghastly death, or wWorse, creep-
Ing nearer with the rising of every
star, She faced the moment
when, her companion slain, she wouid
selze the revolver, turn the dark mue-
zle to her fluttering heart, place her
finger on the trigger. . . . B8he
clasped and unclasped her clammy
hands, sitting upright: then crouching
back aguinst the bamboo. Only
fear of disgrace In her companion's
opinion restralned her wild impulse
to rise and flee somewhere—anywhere
—10 escape this fearful ordeal. Had
Croft touched her or spoken, her con-
trol would bave snapped altogether
But he sat perfectly still, his gage
fixed upon the dark slope down which
their enemles would come, his mind
apparently oblivions to all elwe.

As she watched him, her fevered
braln seemed gradoally to Erow calm,
in his confidence and In-
genulty to sireugthen. . . . The strala
relaxed. Hope struggled feebly with-
in her heart. She no longer feit the
wild desire to scream or te escape. Her
clenched hands parted, and she sat
back with a sigh,

Those who, from lack of tmagination
and its sense of fear, face a terrible
ordeal with gallantry, are justly called
brave; but those who, tortured by
these possessions, foreseelng all with
shrinking dread, yet meet It with no
outward filnch, deserve the laurels of
herolsm. Some such thoughts flitted
through Croft's mind, ap he sat walt-
Ing, fully consclous of the suffering
silently endured . by his companion
When she relaxed against his shoulder,
he drew a breath of rellef

What seemed like hours passed In
the silence and darkness. Then Bar
bara suddenly railsed her head

“Have 1 been asleep? she whis
pered, In astonishment

He turned to answer, whipping sud-
denly back te the aperture, and cran-
Ing forward. A sound had reached
his Intent earw-—the falnt distant
crepitation of spapping twigs.

Now that the dreaded moment had
arrived, Barbara wis eonselous of an
utter lack of agitation. Save that her
fingers closed upon his arm, she gave
no sign: her eyes followed lils, peer

(Coutinued on page 4)
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American Eagle Fire

of loss by fire.
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American Eagle
Fire Insurance Co.

Hay is worth just as much in storage as
you might get for it in case of fire. Th> ;

will pay you 8% of the cash value in case
C. P. STAFFORD, Agent
%,-_._
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Lee of the Salvation Army at the
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