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RELIEF WORK HEROINE
BACK FROM NEAR EAST |

MRS. W. E. RAMBO
Mrs. W. E. Rambo, a former resl
dent of CheNalis, Klamath Falls and
Baker, recently returne. from the

Near East.

She and her husband were singled
out by the Queen -of Greece for
speclal thanks im conneéction with
Batoum, following the World war
With her bhusband, she walked
ally ino the steps of the Apostle Paul

a Turkish beseigod village through
Tarsus to safety on the Isle of Cyprus
under the direction of the Near East
Relief,

“We are familiar with suftering and
even starvation,” states Mrs. Rambo,
“before we went to the Near East,
tor we spent our honeymoon in India
in the midst of a great famine where
hundreds of children were left at our
very doors. With relief money sent
trom America we gave employment to
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PART TWO

The Rising Orchestra

Dawn broke at last, the first doll |
llnes of gray merging Into = myriad |
pearly tints. Birds awoke In the for-
est; rustled amid the leaves; shook |
their wings; then flew forth to bunt |
their brilllant plumage
reflected the sun's rays In a thousand

| r'rnpt

| bright hues as they flashed from bhe

nexth the shadowy trees

Upon the sloping shore of a tiny
cove, the waters of the lagoon lapped
in & gentle, rippling murmur. Farther
away, the surf of the open fea boomed
like distant thunder agalnst the har
rler reef: waves swirled angrily
through the gap which formed an
Inlet

Partly telescoped upon a Jugged
promaontory Jjutting Inland from the
entrance, rising and falllng helplessly
at the mercy of the tide foaming
through, loomed a mass of something
dark It looked strange, shapeless,
forlornly tragic, as If flung down by a

| ruthless hand and forgotten.
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Upon the ground of the
cove, near a heap of wet coats,

| dabbed

| over personal injuries. His look wa

his pockst, he sat back and
at It with the clumay move
ments of & man unused to troublin

from

still fixed upon the girl's face

As ghe gared round the unfamiBiar
scene, an expression of bewilderment
into her eyes. Remembranece
slowly returning, this merged inte con
cern, then fear Qniekly ft
grew te terror. Sitting up-
right, she turned wildly te the man at
her side

“Where are we? Where are we?'

“We crashed on that reef,” he re
plied quletly. *“The last engine gave
out

“But—how—A414 we et here™

‘1 found you in the water, and swam
"

Feuarfully she looked toward the
dark mass, as |f measuring wmeotally
the dligtance from shore, scarcely un-

derstanding the full meaning of this
feat. Then she looked about her'us If
secking somebody finally
turned to him, mutely asking the ques
tion her troubling lps dared not
frame,

He lald n hand upen her shoulder,
Instinctively fortifylng her for the
complete realization of the dread that
was dawn!ng !n her braln,

She canught his arm In a feverish
grip, her eyes wild, *“Captala Croft—
tell me! The others? Where

rivalets trickling from her drenched

garments, lay the Inert form of a girl. is Aunt Dolly?"

A man, llkewise sodden from head to | A look, so full of aoguish that It
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foot, knelt beside her, anxlously fore-
ing brandy between her pale lips from
a small pocket-flask. Presently he
pansed, a sudden dread In his hésrt,
and with his head close to her wet
blouse, llstened Then, with
repewed energy, he set vigorously to
wirk agaln

At last sbhe gave s little quivering
sigh Her hands moved gropingly
Soon, with another, longer sigh, she
pened her eyes and gazed blankly, as
one newly awakeped from a troubled
Aream, Into his face. Ralsing a hand
to her hend, the vacant gaze changed
to one of feeble wonder

“Why, are you—hurt?”
whlspered

Until then he
that the stream

she half
had not. recognized
trickling down his
face was blood. With his fingers he
traced what was apparedtly a Yeng
jagged cut stretching from his tewnple |
to the left ear: It smarted when
touched the wet baodkerchief

Taking
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| collapsed In an abandooment of horror

| deafening roar!”
| tremble violently

the moul bhehind
was het

seemed as though
were In the tortures of hell,
only answer

“re' gazed, awestruck, for a breath-
leas moment, at his haggard eyes and
drawn blood-stained face, at the fea-
tures usually so cloaked with reserve
now, . betraylng unbearable agoay;
thetl, with a hoarse moaning cry, she

st his feet

Presently Croft ralsed his head, and
stood up. He gave one long lonk ses
ward, to the grave of such uniimited
pride and hope: to where, also, those
who Had risked their lives with him
pow lay hidden beoeath the smiling
blue.” With a long sigh, he torned |
away, setting hls teeth and squaripg
his stioulders then looked at
the fgure lying face downward at his |
feet {

Iwopping on his knees, he gently
ralsed her, so that she leaned agalnst
him,

“Come!” he urged, with foreed
brightness. *“We must buck up, you |
knew, and see what can he dons”

“Tell me—Arst—what happened,” |
she besonght. *“It seems llke a—a
hldeous nightmare—" Shuddering vin-
lently, she hid her face again |

“We had some engine trouhle soon l

after leaving the Phllippines, as you
know, which obliged us to return thers
to land,” he replied. “We got caught | |
In the center of a typhoenm pear nn
roast, and were driven completaly out
of our course—"

“It was awful—awful! That terrible,
Bhe began agaln 1»

“We were hurled Into am ajr-pocket

g Apd®

1lmél Werved. She sank upon the
ﬂ:ﬁl fdrawing hard sobbing breaths. |

bouldesy at the summit
| being ., she rose again and scram

eiand; ks ewh fedllngs being almost
beyond s uwoad iren contrel, ke spoke
ronghly :

“For hsaven's sake, dan't talk or
think dbent it all, just now! We shall
go raving mad if we do!” ;

The worrds and tone acted as a tenle. |
Semething of her frst feeling of in- |
feriority In his presence returned,
cauning her to struggle flercely agninst
the weakness that threatened to over
come her.

“There's generally an opening In a
brier reef opposite a fresh-water
river,” Croft observed.

*Why? she inquired, withoeut any
Interest. To talk of anything, how
ever, was better than the sllence
which encouraged thought |

“It's supposed that the sediment it
containse Infhres the reef-bullding
pelypes, preventing thelr working op
posite. The polypes can't live and |
werk below a cértaln depth—about’
twenty fathems or so. Awfully Inter
esting, coral! Deor't you think so?”

Sbe confessed fotire iguorance on
the mubject. This Jittle digression,
however, had served Its purpese for
them both. Drawiog her arm feee,
she proposed bathing their fuces In|
the cool stream. Revived by this, #he '
became awate of thelr hedrng\ﬂed
atate, of the discomfert of wet clifig: 1

“Lat Me Do That;

Shall 11"

ing garments, and of Croft's Ineffec
tual efforfs to staunch the wound on|
his head,

Shyly she went to him wharo. hc'
koelt upon the bank,

“Let wme do that
asked.

“Den't you mind blood T

“Ot course not!" she answered In-|
dignantly.

He handed ber the blood-stajned
wet haodkerghler without a word, In- |
clinlig his bead toward her, In a |
few migutes he rose to his feet, all |
traces. of blood washed away, bis
head bandaged adroltly with her own
handkerchief twisted Io his,

“I'in golng 9p that hill, to view lhtl
land,” he' mid, with abrupt decislon, |
proceeding toward It as If obliviods of '.
het prese@ce

Shall 17 lhn i

“I'm coming  too!” she exclalmed
hastening after him, “I'm a0t going |
to he left al down here! There
may be alligat and things[”

He gnve an lmpatient smile. “Come
along, thes ; I'll' pelp you up.”

“Oh, no, thanks! [ can manage

quite well,” shre replied rather coldly,
nettied by bis tone abd munner

He sald o more, but began to climh»
the m rock-atrewn hillside with
""4 uillg of a mountaln gout |

Barbarp struggled after him, slip
ping, “briising herself, panting for |
breath. Mhe shock had (eft her weal |

Croft) i Without a

l‘&ppﬂrﬂg among

hacrkward glance
the larger
Fearful of

hlodftld, Her aching head throbben
wildly sow . sudden dizziness caused
evearyihigg to swim around her
l!unﬁlﬁ ovar a half-concealed rock,
she_fell prone upon the ground
Thers she lay, comnaclous of a terrible
sllence. "No other wsentient helng
seemed to move within a world so
full of awful loneliness that It ap
palled her; it was almost tangible. A
great wave of fear, grief, loss. home
sickr . wild—mnlmost ehidlike
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s a Combined |

of
clearing
little groups
caves ar rocks,

short, fairly steep rise to a grove
cocoa palms, near which a
covered with

posalbly

was visible

of something-

Nowhere di@ there appear to bhe sign
of human life

It would be easy, he saw, to reach
those possible cavea by following the
neck of high ground running inland
from the top of his hill. Turnlng sea-
ward, he shaded his eyes with his

hands and scanned the horlzon,

No lodicatlon of life was visible. Neo
swoke, no mast, ne sall

He swept the small island with un-
other keen critical glance. From his
knowledge of the South Pacific—in
which ocean, somewhere, this island
must lle—he guessed it te be of little
or no use for trade, either ln copra or
other exports, In spite of its patches
of luxuriant verdure, Therefore, prob=-
ably, It was pnever visited by the out-
side world! Unless there were habls
tations Im the south, it was concelvably
uninhablted —possibly unknown

For sorue moments he stood motlon-
less, facing these probabilities
Then, with a grim face, he turned Im
search of his companion

Barbara, ber head buried In her
arms, did mot hear his approach, It
was with a start of surprise that she
found herself suddenly lifted bodily,
ax If she were but a featherwelght.
Feeling again very small and ashamed,
she would have struggled free, but his
grip tightened.

“Keep still! Tt's a rough climbh.” He
spoke abruptly, ever his way In mo-
ments of stress. The tears of weak-
ness roge again In her eyes. She closed
them, but too late te hide what she
feit he would desplse. She turned her
face away inte his wet shoulder; and
he strode along In silence,

Stray rocks lay about the ridge;
small shrubs, Interspersed with ferns
and club messes, made progress difM-
cult; but he never paused untll they
were among the tall trees of the palm
Then he set the girl upon her
feet.

“Where are we golng?’ she aslked.

“Listen ! he commanded, without
answering her quetsion,

From near at hand came the nolse
of rushing water. [{e turned farther
loland;, amid tall avenves of bamboo,
toward the sound, Barbara oesaly fols
lowlng. Presently a pleased exclama-
tlon escaped hix llps, and he halted,

From the high ground the river tume
bled down, n sheer watarfall of dane-
Ing crystals aplashing from great
beulders high up among the forest
trees to smauller ones oh the lower
leval; thence hurrying and gurgling
ovar little rocks, which, en¢ircled
small poolg of translucent greew, inte
a clepr, softly flowing stream some six
feet deep. This after a time spread out
and grew shallow, finally disappearing
between rustiing walls of bamboo
canes townnd the cove where It jolned
the lagoon. From the nature of this
deaper streteh of water and the com-
parative clearing of undergrowth om
the banks, Croft Judged it to he partly
the Work of man's hand, not entirely
the result of nature. But he forebore
to suggest this to the girl,

Croft led the way back to the grave,
then on to the clearing beyond

Suddenly Barbara stood still, with a
little cry.

“What's that?"

He stopped, looking aside In the al-
recgion Indleated. Stooping awiftly, he
lfted a queer bleached object and ex-
amined It closely, She drew near,

| glancing curfonaly at the hideous thing,

‘t's n skull! Isa't 1t?
“Yen," he replied, “snd—of the ne-
groid type!”

She looked up, startled. Untll thea
It had not occurred to her to wonder
concerning the island. The past with
Its tragedy bad expunged all else from
her mind

He contloued te examine the skull,
with puzzled brows

“There are some curlous holes which
I cannot understand,” he sald. “They
might have been caused by bullets. But
It Is dbubtful If natives would possess
bullets here,"”

‘Do you think there are any here
any natives?”

Ha met the eyes ralsed In treplda-
tion te his ewn. “I ean't tell, yet. But
they are friendly enough to white peo-
Throwing away the skull, he
went on tward the open space

The apparent caves proved to be
moss-covered ruins of bambeo huts,
Many had fallen into rough heaps upon
the ground; of others, bits of all re
mained standing, guarding like senti-
nels the hroken portions resting wear-
Iy against their base. Lying ahout,
half-hidden In undergrowth, weare odd-
ly shaped household utensils made of
wood or rough kind of pottery; ulih
Inrge shells, rude cups fashioued from
coconut shell, broken spears

The scene was desolate, giving the
Impression of Death, of the relentless
hand of Time sweeplng away to extine-
tlon what once had seemed strong and
full of life

nmow

ple.’

(Coutinued on page 4)
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