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the marp scream of ¢ Woman cangny
and held him for a moment, Jg
glanced hurriedly about; at varioug
windows were lights and sllhouetteq
figures of vnlookers, But as if drawny
by some lodestone Instinet his L]
went to 8 second-story window jus
beyend the tree; and there, in the
m;MtdlmMMndher.
Muwl‘dnmfm&tthohnbum
rose mald, Nadine la Vitte,

Instantly he whirled and strove to
fight his way to a gate which he saw
In the wall before the house, But now
came a new cry and a scramble for
safety, A troop of United States cav.
slry came sweeplng the thoroughfars
from curb to curb, their drawn sabery
flashing, the aroused anger of Uncle
Sam rebuking a riot. Not to run was
to be trampled to death, but Druce
stood an Instanot to look about for
Shottle. He conld not find bhim, how-.
ever, and he had to seek his own safe.
ty, for the cavalry were near, Epread-
ing out upon the sldewallk,

With divers others, he stood not
upon the order of his ng but ran
hack down the street then harried
down & side street mhot the path or
the trovpers, There walted unti]
the tumult haed subsided—perhaps un
hour, Then he made his way back to
the scene of the riot,

The house at the window of which
be thought he had glimpsed the fare
of Nudine !a Vitte was now dark, But

In spite of the curious glances of sun-
ary loiterers, Drace took a careful sur.
vey of it and of the thres oak trees
In front—even felt their bark to fu-
millarize himself with them, At the
corner he sought the name of the
street, on the lamp, but the glass had
been broken, leaving only n red “L"
and the fragments and ‘e But no

!

revealed In the pititul yellow lighte
old muskets, swords, pistols with
brass barrels from anclent Hpanish

armorfes, clubs and plkes that

might

have served Cromwell, Some of the
men looked respectable, othérs des-
perate; they were of many natlonall-
tes, all anger-smitten and excited,
“What's 1t all about?" Drace in-
quired of a bare-headed old man who

panted beside him.

“The carpet-bag devils, They hang

a cltizen,”

“We are on the right side, anyway,”
Shottle cried. “Qiye e a gun—give

Ine something,"

Bome one gave him an old carbine,
and another Eave Drace a cavalry sa-

ber, The man from the

North

grasped f{t, feellng that he was to
fight the scoundrels that cast discred-
It and reproach upon his native state.

At this time of man's madness pa-
ture could not resirain the Introduc

tlon of her own grim humor,

Dogs

gathered In the oOpen space between
the bands of advancing rioters, and
fought, howling, the victims of wounds

without cause,

Not many shotg were fired, The
authorities made A& criminal of the
citizen who carried a gun or concealed
It In his house. It was a hand-to-hand
strife, the breaking of heads, the cut-
ting of throats, A big, red-shirted ne-
ET0 with razor gleaming In the smoky
light made n grab at Drace, who had
Just room enough to leap back and
strike with his saber| but the agile
Degro dodged, the blow was caught by

& brick wall and the blade was
Off at the handle, But with the

broken
hiit, a

boxing glove of steel, Drace knocked
the negro dowp and then passed over
his body, Striking right and left, push-
Iog onward to the front, where the
Jagged ranks saw-toothed one into the

other,

The struggle now was to save the
banging man, w ho, without fall enough

to break his neck, was strung

up to

strangle. Drace was the first man to
fight his way to him, He dropped his
steel boxing glove, grabbed out his
knife, leaped up, caught hold of the
limb of the tree with one hand apd

cut the man down,

Catching up his Weapon, he was
about 1o myx 1o the fight agaln when

J

matter—he would know where to turn,
would know the house when abreast
of ft,

Now Drace hastened toward the St.
Charles. The streets were qulet. But
& wagon rattled by, and he saw that

] It was filled with wounded men. He
| thought of Shottle and his spirit was

oppressed with sorrow, Shottle's es
cape must ha~e been impossible, and
tomorrow they would take his body,
throw it lnto some 0ozy hole and cover
It with mud.

In the lobby of the 8t Charles men
stood in groups, talking of the fall in
the price of cotton. The riot, which
to Drace had meant 8o much, was not
evén kndwn, 84 accustomed was the

town to scenes of violence. Drace
asked the clerk If 8hottle had come {n.
No; his key was In the box. Then
Drace thought that surely Liberty
must be dead or wounded, hauled
away to suffer. He went forth Agaln,
to the department of police, to the
cavalry barracks, but nothing could
he learn. Then In hig room he sat
{mmwtn‘ over his friend anq yet

thrilled with a geifish happloess, for
he had found the barbarie rosemald,
He went to bed, tossed, slept, dreamed
in a mingling of distress and gladness,
and awoke. Shottle was standing In
the room.

“Thank the Lord " cried Drace, and
sprang out of bed,

“That's what I fay, friend Virgil,
But you will please address me gs
Colonal Bhottls, I Am a free man,
Here I

He held forth an envelope ; opening
It, Drace took out & hundred-dollap
bapknote.

“What does this mean, Lib
" “I am Colonel Shottle, sir, and not

ib."

“I beg your pardon, Colonel; baf
what does thi. mean "

Bhottle sat down and crossed hig
long legs, He took out a clgar and

“Virgil, 1 fought as long as I thought

it was of &dvantage, The old carblne
I haa wouldn't sh-ot, end I want to
tell you that mauling darky heada
Wwith a piece of Iron is harq work, I
looked about fop ¥ou but couldn't find

to take care of yourself, 1 began to
il for 5 Way to get out, found a
hole in o wall, ducked through and
Scooted. That Was all naturg) enough,
Anybody could have done that, But
BOW comes the Inspirational part, 1
€0t around Igte Royal street and met

“8o I went In with inm. And then
Up I hops to 5 fambling hoyge with
the mongy ¥ou'd paid me for intro-
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