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CHAPTER "

Drace sat musing over the strange
creature who had just left him, but
soon his mind flowed down another
channel, far different from a whim or
An amusement—his mission [n the
South, secret, gritn and desperate. But
life on a river steamboat In that day
left little time for brooding for, a few
moments after Shottle left to risk his
liberty and Drace’s hundred, a roust.
about thrust his head in at the door
and announced that down on the deck
there was to be a throwing and tying'
match. The big fireman of the Leona
was about to encounter Vickshurg Joe
for the champlonship of the River. |

In an instant Drace was on his feet,
all his instincts keen and ready to
Jump. He was something of a boxer
and wrestler, but he had not been
taught in this pecullar art of tying an
adversary once one has thrown him.
And there was that in his mind which
made the acquisition of this knowledge
seem 0 him desirable Indeed.

As he jolned a group of men mak-
Ing thelr way below, he overheard the
Colonel, Miss Lucy's admirer, explain-
Ing the gentle pastime. “Tying a man
once you have thrown him,” the Colo-
nel was saylog, “is the climax of
prowess. I saw Cal Blodgett throw
and tie Nick Pavin at a barbecue at
Mount Zion campground, and I have
Ccause to remember It, for the young
lady I went with deserted me for the
hero, sir—actually stuck flowers Into
his hair. Here we are.”

Two enormous fellows were strug-
gling, while nearby lay a convenient
rope. Finally Vicksburg Joe tied the
fireman, and be lay helpless, unable

| to get up.

“1 will give you five dollars If you
can throw me and tle me that war,”
called Drace to the victor when the
excitement had a Mttle subsided

Joe looked at Drace a moment. The

young man looked powerfui _gnough to
be dangerons, but—five dellars was
five dollars. He smiled, bowed,

spread out the wrinkled rug and took
Drace by the hand to lead him forth.
To the astonishment of all,
threw Master Joe; but he eould not
tle the champlon.

“Show me how it's done.,”

B,

sald Vi~
“and T'll give you the money.”

For a long time, and unt!] the Colo- |

mel and Shottle were worm ont with
walting. the two struggled: and se apt
was the student that he succeeded fin-
ally In turning the master over and
tying him But It seamed that the
burly champion was too willing, and
Drace insisted on another fall. Apd
now, though the struggle was gannins
on Joe's part. Drace tied him. St]
more, anothar five promised; and Vi

| gil was willing to guit

“Finest sport 1 ever had ™ he mid

as he furned away to the upper deck
gn[n fo avold the questions and fa
leftations showared mpon him

Drace was musing—net. it mnst be

| confessad. upon the sarious pParposes

which had brought him to the Semth
but upon that girl of the red roses—
when Shottle appeared again Liberty
stood In his presence, not with » dm-p
but straight in the manly resolution

to discharge the duties ag adverse fate

ELL SYNDICATE,

Drace |

a little boy, Liberty, when La Vitte's
band of guerrillas crossed the Ohio
near Clocinnati and ralded the little
town where we llved. But the horror
of that night still burns like a flame
In my brain, Liberty.”

Drace stopped, drew from a breast
pocket a card and handed it to Shot-

tle. On It was written in bold black
characters: “Stepho la Vitte, with the
compliments of Alfred Drace's son
Virgil.”

Shottle read the card, then looked
Inquiringly at Drace:

“Liberty,” the young man explained,
“those guerrillas under La Vitte
burned our little town and killed near-
ly every grown man in It. For word
was brought of their coming, and the
men—nearly all of them married men
or old—who had not gone to the war
seized weapons and went out to de-
fend their houses.

“They were massacred almost to a
man, . And it was not plunder
alone that led them to choose our lit-
tle town for outrage, Liberty, but a
passlon for revenge. For next morn-
ing my father was found hanging to
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bad thrust upon mim. 1o rne Déliér
that it would make him look more like
a slave, he now wore his coat turned
wrong side out.

“Master, T salute you,” he remarked.

“All right,” sald Drace. “But turn
your coat. I want my slave, the grind-
er of my mill, to appear respectably
clad. Yom may sit down.”

“I thank you, sir.”

“You didn't last long.”

“No, mmster. The tangled-halred
hag kickisd me sidewise, llke a cow
In only twoe pots! But what can you
expect of a man that has an acefull
beaten? Jfow long can a man preserve
his freedom at that rate? And a fel-
low with. a spindle chin and a nose
no bigger than the average wart beat
me with four jacks. Crushed me! And
he would have crushed Julius Caesar
just the same, Well, after all, free-
domi has many responsibilities. As a
slave I'll .cultivate what virtues I can
get hold of, and look toward old age
and a cabn on the hillside. And now,
as 1t ia nrgtural for every man to hide
his degradiation, will you permit me to
call you V'irgil in the presence of oth-
er peoplei”

“I theu ght yon didn't belleve in the
natural t'aing! But all right; I grant
your req'gest. And now I suppose I'd
better g'lve you some pocket-change
It ian't well for even a slave to be
broke.”

The =Mave's face brightened with

hope. “Y ou couldn’t make it as much
as five dq llars, could you?
“No, th irty cents.”
Shottle. took the money and sat
drooping . Drace gave him a cigar, and b
they sny oked for a time In silence. At
last 8he ttle looked toward Drace, his | And on Mis Breast Was Pinned u
face g iitless of the whimsical humor | Card That Read “Alfred Drace
that ha 4 hitherto possessed it | With tte Compliments of Stepho La
“Mug ter,” he sald, “I don't want to ! Vitte.”
be inq ilsitive, and if I'm prying into
what's none of my business, T won't | & tree. And on his breast w pine

a card that read. ‘Alfred Dra

mind Your saying so. But I want to | .
be a faithful slave, and I can serve | the compliments o ter
you bert if I knew wha!_—-whnr_nrﬂ my | Liberty looked agnl
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