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children fixed thed ¢ noses Immovably
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was at hand.

To a certals fnew reporter cn the
Despatch the, etf r and gayety of the
Streets meant Ut le more than that the
days had comse * when It was night in
the afternoon, and that he was glven |
fewer politice | assignments. This was
Annoying, bs cppse Beasley's eandidacy |
for the go ;erporship had given me a |
personal ¥ prerest In the political situa |
tion. T e nominating convention of [
his par ;v would meet in the spring
the n¢ nination was certaln to CArTY
the ¢ oction also, and thus far Beasley
8ho¥ .aq4 more strength than any other
M& , in the fleld. “Thlngs are looking
hir | ay,” sald Dowden. “He's always

orked hard for the party: not on the

stump, of course,” he laughed: “but
the boys understand there
Important things than speec hmaking :
His record in Congress gave him the

confidence of everybody In \
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mas eves at home!—old Christmss
eves when there was a Tree. .

My naome was called; the night city
editor had an assignment for me. “Co
up to Silm Peck's, on Madison street,”|
be sald. “He thinks he's got some
thing on David Beasley, but won't
say any more over the telephone. See
what there 18 in it."

1 picked np my hat and coat, and
left the office at a speed which musi

bave given my superior the h'ghest
conception of my journalistic zeal, At
a telephone station on the next corner
I called up Mrs. Apperthwaite's house
and asked for Mr. Dowden.

“What are you doing?" 1 demanded,
when his voice responded.

“Playing bridge,” he answered.

“Are you golng out anywhere "

“No. What's the trouble?"

“I'll tell you later. 1 may want te
#ee you tonight before I go back to
the office.”

“All right.
evening."

I hung up the recelver and made off
on my errand.

Down town the streets were crowi
ed with the packngeladen people,
bending heads and shoulders to the
bitter wind, which swept a blinding,
sleet-llke snow borizontally agalnst
them. At corners it struck so tumul-
tuous a blow upon the chest of the pe-
destrians that for a moment it would
halt them, and you could hear them
gasping half-smothered “Ahs” like
bathers in a heavy surf. Yet thers
was a gayety in this eager gale; the
crowds pressed anxiously, yet hap-
Plly, up and down the street in thelr
Eenerous search for things to give
away. It was not the rich who strug
gled through the storm tonlght ; these
were people who carried their own
bundles home. You saw them: tollers
and savers, tired mothers and fathers,
worn with the grinding thrift of all
the year, but now for this one night
careless of how hard-saved the money,
reckless of everything but the joy of
giving it to bring the children joy on
the one great tomorrow. So they bent
their heads to the freezing wind, their
arms laden with daring bundles and
their hearts uplifted with the tremul-
ous happiness of giving more than they
could afford. Meanwhile, Mr. Simeon
Peck, honest man, had chosen tnls
season to work harm If he might to
the gentlest of his fellow-men.

1 found Mr. Peck waiting for me
at his house. There were four other
men with him, one of whom I recog-

I'll be at home all the

|
|

nized as Grist, a squat young man
with slippery-losking black ha r and
a lambrequin mustache. They wers
donning their ecoats and hats In the
hall when I arrived.

“From the Despatch, hay?" Mr.
2eck gave me Ereeting, as he
a' ¥nit comforter about his neck,
“Tha “s good. We'd most give you up,
TiA Lee's Mr. Grist, and Mr Henry
P. Quliop, and Mr. Gus Schulmeyer—
three men that feel the same wWhYy
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