SYNOPSIS

CHAPTER L—-With his
small Ramsey Milholland is
“"Decoration Day Purade'
town. The old

grandfathe:
watching th
in the nom
Eehlleman, a veteran o.
the Civil war, endeavors Lo impress ti.
Youngster with the significance of Lie
STreal conflet, and many Years alterwaru
the boy was to remember his wordas wils.
startling vividness.

CHAFPTER Il.—In the schoolroom, a
few years afterward, Ramsey was not
distinguished for remarkable ability,
though his two pronounced dislikes were

arithmetic and *“Recitations.” In sharp
couirast to Ramsey's backwardness is
the precocity of little Dora Yocum, a

young lady whom in his bitterness.be de- "

nominates ‘“‘Teacher's Jer”

CHAPTER I1l.—In high school, where
he and Dora are classmates, msey
continues Lo {eel that the girl delights to

manifesit her superivrity,
tiveness he generates becomes alarming,
culminating in the resolution that SOme

day he would “show"” her.

CHAPTER IV.—At a class picnic Ram-
Bey to his intense BUurprise, appears to
attract the favorable attention of Miss
Mula FHust, a young lady of about his
Own age and the acknowledged belle of
the cluss. Milla has the misfortune to
fall into a creek while talking with Ram-
sey, and that youth promptly plunges to
Lhe rescus. The waiur is only some Lthree
feel deep, but Milla's gratitude for his
heroic act is embarrassing. He Is in fact

and the vindic- |

taken captive by the fair one, to his great |

consternalion

CHAPTER V.—The acquaintance
Ramsey and Milla openly “keeping com-
pany,” while the former's parents won-
der. His mother indeed KE0es 50 far as
1o express some disapproval of hia choice,
even hinting that Dora Yocum would be
A more suitable compamion, & suggestion
which the youth receives with horrof.

CHAPTER VI.—At this period our hero
gets the thrill of his “fArst kiss," Mila
being a very wllllng partner In the act
Her flippancy over the matter discon-
certs Humsey hmmensely, but shortly aft-
erward the girl departs for a« visit to
Chicagoe. 8he leaves an endearing missive
for Ramsey, which adds to his feeling of
melancholy.

ripens,

CHAPTER VIL—-8hortly after Milla's
departure, her friend, Badle Clews, In-
forms Ramsey that his inamorata has
been married to her cousin and Is not
coming back, o that Httle romance is
ended Within a few months Ramsey
and his closest friend, Fred Mitchel,
§0 to the state university, Ramsey's ‘chief
feeling being one of relief that he has got
away from the detested Dora. To his hor-
ror he finds she is 2lso a student at the
university. Induced to joln a debating
society, Ramsey is chosen as Dora's op
ponent In a debate 1ealing with Lhe mat-
ter of Germany's right to Invade Bal-
gium, Dora being assigned the negative
#ide of the argumen’ Partly on acecount
of his feelings toward Dora, and his nat-
ural mervousness, he makes a miserable
showing and Dora carries off the honors.
A brash youngster named Linsk! objects
to the showing made by Ramsey and be-
comes personal In hié remarks. The mat
ter ends with Ramsey, in the university
vernacular, giving Linski a ‘“‘peach of a
punch on the snoot."

Four other ‘' twel ve-minute debates
nreceded his and the sound of these,
in Ramsey's ears, was the sound of
Gabriel practising on his horn In the
early morning of Judgment day. The
members of the society sat, three rows
deep, along the walls of the room,
leaving a clear oblong of green car

pet In the center, where were two
small desks, twenty feet apart, the
rostrums of the debaters. Upon a

platform at the head of the room sat
dreadful senlors, the officers of the
society, and, upon benches near the
platform, the debaters of the evening
were aligned. Ohe of the fraternal
senlors sat with sweltering Ramsey ;
and the latter, as his time relentlessly
came nearer, made a last miserable
squirm.

“Look here, Brother Colburn, I got
to get out o' here™

“No, you don't, young fellow”

“Yes, I do!" Ramsey whispered, pas
slonately “Honest, 1 do. Honest,
Brother Colburn, I got to get a drink
of water. 1 got to!™ .o

“No. You can't.”

“Honest, Colburn, [ got——"

“Hush!"

Ramsey cast his dilating eyes along
the rows of faces. Most of themm were
but as blurs, swimming, yet he was
aware (he thought) of a formidable
and horrible impassive scrutiny of
himself, a glare seeming to plerce
through him to the back of the belt
round his walst, so that he began to
have fearful doubts about that belt,
about every fastening and adjustment
of his garments, about the expression
of his countenance, and many other
things jJumbling together Iin his econ-
sclonsness. Over and over he whis
pered gaspingly to himself the open-
ing words of the sentenece with which
a senior had advised him to begin his
argument. And as the moment of su-
preme agony drew close, this whisper-
lng became continuous: “In making
my first apearance before this honor'
ble membership I feel constrained to
say In making my first appearance be
fore this honor'ble membership 1 feel
constrained to eay In making my first
appearance before this honor'ble mem

It had come. The chalrman
announced the subject of the fourth
freshman twelve-minute debate; and
Dora Yocum, hitherto unperceived by
Ramsey, rose and went forward to one
of the small deska In the open space
3}3(;5_« l}m siopd composedly. a slim

pretty figure In white. Members In
Ramsey's neighborhood were aware of
a brief and hushed commotion, and a
flerce whisper, “You can't! You get
up there!™ And the blanched Ramsey
came forth and placed himself at the
other desk.

He stood before the silent popu
lace of that morgue, and it seemed to
him that his features had forgottes
that he was supposed to be their own-
er and in control of them : he felt that
they were slipping all over his face,
regardless of hls wishes. His head,
as a whole, was subject to an agita- |
tlon not before kmown by him: It de-
sired to move rustily in eccentric ways
of its own devising; his legs alternate
Iy lmbered and stralghtened under no
direction but their own ; and his hands
clutched each other flercely behind his |
back; he was not one cohesive person,
gvidently, but an assembled collection
of parts which had relapsed each Into
its own individuality. In spite of them,
he somehow contrived the semblance
of u bow toward the chairman and the
semblance of another toward Dora, of |
whom he was but hazily conscious
Then he opened his mouth and. not |
knowing how. he had started his volce |
going, heard it as If from a distance,

“In making my first appearance be !
fore this honor'ble membership 1 feel |
restralned to say—" He stopped |
short, and thenceforward shook visi |
bly. After a long pause, he manage |
to repeat his opening, stopped again
swallowed many times, produced a
handkerchlef and wiped his face, an
act of necessity—then had an Inspir:
tion.

“The subject assigned to me” he

sald, “Is resolved that Germany Is
mor'ly and legally jusiified In Bel
gians—Belglums! This subject was

assigned to me to be the subject of
this debate.” He interrupted himself
to gasp piteously. found breathing dif. |
ficult, but faltered on again: “This
subject Is the subject. It Is the sul
Ject that was assigned to me on a
postal card.” Then, for a moment or
80, he had a miraculous spurt of confi
dence, and continued, rather rapidly

“1 feel constrained to say that th
country of Belgian—Belgium, I mean

this country has been constirained by
the—invaded I mean—invaded by the
Imperial German Impire and my sub-
Ject In this debate {s whether 1t ought
to or not, my being the Infernative,
affirmative I mean—that 1 got to prove
that Germany is mor'ly and legally
Justified. I wish to state that—"

He paused again, lengthily, then
struggled on. “I have been requested
to state that the German Imp—Empire
~=that it certainly isn't right for those
Dutch-—Germang, I mean—they haven't
got any more business In Belgium than
I have myself, but I—1 feel constraine!
to say that I had to accept whatever
side of this debate I got on the postal
card, and so I am constrained to tal
the slde of the Dutch. 1 mean the

Germans. The Dutch are sometimes
called—I mean the Germans are some
times called the Dutch in this countr

but they aren't Dutch, though some
times called Dutch In this countr:
Well, and so—so, well, the war began '
Iast August or about then, anyw :n.!
and the German army invaded the Bel- |

glan army, After they got there, the
invasion began. First, they ecame |
around there and then they com- |
menced invading. Well, what 1 feel |
constralned—" |

He came to the longest of all his I

pauses here, and the awful gravity of
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He Came to the Longest of All His
Pauses Here, and the Awful Gravity
of the Audience Almost Suffocated
Him,

¢ almost safiocuted him,

Weu, i 1 lon't look
right to me.”

“Four

oUnced

minutes !

aii
peuses  had
WOrn away & great more of this
terrible Interval thamn had his elo-
“Opening statement for the

Four min-

the chairman
Rawsey's

deal

for

juendce,
negative: Miss D. Yocum,
ntes.”

As Dora began to speak, Ramsey
experienced a little relief, but only a
little—about the same amount of rellef
a8 that felt by a bridegroom when it
is the bride's turn to *‘respond,” not

really rellef at all, but merely the
slight relaxation of a continuing
strain. The audience now looked at
IRumsey no more than people look at a

Lridegroom, but he failed to perceive
rny substantial mitigation of
Ightful conspicuousness, He had not
e
in setting forth his case for Germany,
and he knew that it was his duty to
listtn closely to Dora, in order to be
able to refute her argument when his
two-minute closing speech fell due:
but he was conscious of Ilttle more
than his own condition. His legs had
new gone wild beyond all devilry, and
lie had to keep shifting his welght from
ne to the other in order even to hope
hat their frenzy might escape gen
vral attention,

He realized that Dora was speaking
rapidly and confidently, and that some-

where in his ill-assembled parts lurked |

a famillar bit of him that objected to
her even more than usual ; but she had
used half of her time, at least, hefore
he was able to gather any coherent
meaning from what she was saying.
Hven then he caught only a fragment,
here and there, and for the rest—so
lar as Ramsey was concerned-—she
might as well have been reciting the
Swedish alphabet,

In spite of the rather startling fee-
of her opponent's statement,
Dora went at her task as earnestly as
f It were to confute some monster of
casulstry. “Thus, having demonstrat-
ed ¥hat all war s wrong,” she sald, ap-
proaching her conclusion, “it 18 searce.
Iy necessary to polint out that what
ever the actual eclreumstances of the
invasion, and whatever the status of
the case In International law, or by
reason of treaty, or the German oath
te respect the neutrality of Belglum,
which of course was grossly and dls-
honorably violated—all this, [ say, la-
dies and gentlemen of the Lumen so-
clety, all this s beside the polint of
Since, as 1 have shown, all

bleness

morals,

war Is wrong, the case may he simpll-
fled as follows: All war is morally
wrong. Quod eral demonstrandum
Germany Invaded Belgivm. Invasion

Germany, therefore, did moral
wrong. Upon the legal side, as 1 began
by polnting out, Germnany confessed In
the reichstag the violatlon of law
Fherefore, Germany was justified In
the Invasion nelther morally nor legal
ly; but was hoth morally and legally
wrong and evil, Ladles and gentlemen
of the Lumen soclety, T awailt the
refutation of my opponent !™

'S WAr.

Her opponent appeared to he having
‘nough trouble with his legs, without

taking any added cares upon himself |

of But the
Dora

her

refutations.

had calculated the
staterment with such
chalrman announced
“Four minutes,” almost upon the In
stant of her final syllable; and all
faces turned once more to the uphold-
er of the aflfirmative. “Refutation and
conclusion by the affirmative.” sald the
chairman. “Mr. R. Miiholland. Two
minutes.”

Therewith, Ramsey coughed as long
as he could cough, and when he feit
that Bo more should be done In
way, he wiped his face—again an act
of -and quaveringly began :

in the way
marvelous
length of
nicety that the

necessity

.

his |

remotest idea of what he had said |

|
|
|

!

f
J

this |

“Gentlemen and Indles, or ladles and |

the refutation
—I feel that
to

gentlemen, In making
of my opponent, I feel that
hardly anything more ought
sald.”

He paunsed, looked helplessly at his
uncontrollable legs, and resnomed: *1
i supposed to make the reputa—the
efutation of my opponent, and 1 fecl
that T ought to say quite a deal more
In the Arst place, T feel that the Inva
slon has taken place. 1 am supposed

anvhow I got a postal eard that [
am supposed to be here tonight, Well,
over this matter with a cou
se they told me I was sup-
posed to clalm this Invasion was mor'ly
and legally all right, Well—=" Here
hy some chance, the recollection of a

n talking

ple of senlors
1

|
be

word of Dora's flickered Into his cha- |

otle mind, and he had a brighter mo-
ment. “My opponent sald she preved
all war Is wrong—or something Nke
that, anyhow. She sald she proved it

wAR wrong to fight, no matter what
Well, If she wasn't a girl, anybod
that wanted to get her to fight could

proh’ly do it." He 4ld not add that he
would be the person to make the ex
periment (If Dora weren't a girl), nor
A4 the thought enter his mind unt! an
hour or so later. “Well.” he added, 1
suppose there little more to be
'.I.'. .

He was so right, In regard to his own |

that, thereupon
tn

performance, at least
drying up wutterly, he proceeded
stand, a speechless figure In the midst
of & multitudinons sllence, for an eter

ity lasting forty-five seconds. e made

n racking effort, and at the end of this
epoch found words agaln. “In making

my argument in this debate, I would

state that
“Two minutes!™
“Refutation hy the negative.
Yocum. Two miputes.”
“l walve them.,” sald Dora, primly.
“T submit that the affirmative has not

#ald the chalrman
Miss D,

refuted the argument of the negative.” |

“Vory we W his gavel the
halrman sharply tappad the desk be
fere Lim . 0

‘Resolved, that Ger.
many is both morally and legally justi-
Aed in her of Belgium." Al
those in favor of the—"

But here there was an interruption
of a kind never before witnessed dur-
ng any proceedings of the Lumen so
clety. It came from neither of the de
baters, who still remained standing at
thelr desks until the vote settling thelr
comparative merits in Argument
should be taken The Interruption
was from the rear row of seats along
the wall, where sat new members of
the soclety, freshmen not upon the
program of the evening. A loud nasal
volee was heard from this quarter, a

wd but nasal volce, shrill as well as
nasal, and full of a strange hot pas
sion. “Mr, Chalrman !" it cried. “Look
a-here, Mr. Chairman! Mr. Chairman,
I demand to be heard! You gotta gim-

fore the honse

invasion

me my say, Mr. Chairman! I'm a
gunna have my say! You look-a-here
Mr. Chairman ™

Shocked by such a breach of orde:
and by the unseemly violence of the
speaker, not only the chalrman bu
everyone else looked there. A short
strong figure was on Its feet, gesticu
lating fiercely ; and the head belongling
to It was a large one with too mucl
curly black halr, a flat swarthy fuce
shiny and not immaculately shaven
there was an impression of Ill-chosen
clothes, too much fat red lip, too much
tooth, too much eveball. Fred Mitchell
recognized this vielent Interrupter as
one Linskl, a fellow freshman who sa
next him in one of hls clusses, “What'
that cuss up to?" Fred wondered, au
S0 did others. Linskl showed them.

He pressed forward, shoving himsel

through the two rows in front of l|!'|.|

till he emerged upon the green Carpet |

of the open space, and as he came, he
was cyclonle with words

“You don't put no such stuff as this

over, 1 tell you!" he shouted In his|
hot, nasal voice, “This here's a fre
country, and you call yourself a v
bating society, do you? Lemme tel!

you I belong to a debating soclety in
Chieago, where I eome from, and thew
fellas up there, they'd think they'd

oughta be shot fer a fake llke what

you people are tryin’ to put over, hern, |

tonight. 1 comwe down here to git some
more education, and pay fer It,
In good hard money I've made sweatin'
In a machine shop up there In Chi-
cago; but If this Is the kind of educa-
tion I'm a-gunna git, 1 better Ko on
back there. You call this a square de-
bate, do youy"

He advanced toward the chalrman's
platform, shaking a frantic fist. “Well,
if you do, you got another thirk

too, |
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“" the Frenzled

Have My Say!"
Linswi Sereamed.

comin’, my capltalls’ frien'! You went
and glve out the question whether it's
right fer Cholmuny te go through Bel.
glum; and what do you do fer the
Cholmun side? You pick out this here
blg stiff'—he waved his passionate
hand at the paralyzed Ramsey—*"you
pick out a boob llke that fer the Cho
mun side, a poor fish that gits stage
fright so bad he don't know whether
he's talkin' or dead; or else he fakes
it; because he's a speaker so bum It
looks more to me like he was faking.
You git this big stiff to fake the Chol.
mun side, and then you go and stick
up a goil agains’ him that's got brains
and makes a pacifis’ argument that
wins the case agains' the Cholmuns
like cuttin' through hog lard! Bul
vou aln’t a-gunna git away with |
nister. Lemme tell you right hers
and now, 1 may be a mix blood, but i
got some Cholmun e me with the rest
what I got, and before you vote on
this here question you gotta hear a
few wolds from somebody that can
talk! This whole war Is a capltalls’
war, Belglum as much as Cholmuny,
and the United States 1s sellln’ Its sbul
to the capitalls’ right now, I tell you,
takin' sides againg’ Cholmuny, Orders
fer explosives and ammanition and
guns and Red Cross supplies Is comin’
Into this country by the milllons, and
the capitalis’ United States is fat nl
ready on the blood of the workers of
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Do yon take advantage of the bargain

sales when you

sev
You save money if you do,
I'he Enterprise has a bargain sale ev-

them advertised?

ery day. For $1 50 in advance it offers
® 52 numbers, each containing all the [¥do| ’jf
-y news it can gather in a week and a lot of AT,

other news awd miscellaneous reading,

which would cost,

and it also gives the reader four or five
good stories in the year, any one one of
in

a bookstore, the

price of a year's subscriplion

?6( Subscribers paying in advance are the (:‘ﬂ
L mainstay of a small-lown paper, With )
out subscribers no advertising conld be

had, and advertising i1s what brings in L
P o
@ returns to pay expenses i\,fr'
Subscription money pays lor white pa- s
per and presswork. When subscribers
@ do not pay 1n advance the publisher las "j’f\
r to pay these i1temns hQfty-two weeks be- lt.._ ¥

fore he gels returns.
dred subscribers 1n arrears this amounts

-’6 to a heavy burden
Y.y
micans, whereas n
each subscriber

50)

§1

has

Help the publisher to carry his load

With seyeral han-
a of small
paying in advance
to produce only

to man

e

and he can give you better service

In Halsey

1w majority of the people pay

for their paper in advance

but alew ol

them in town and many outside are n

Most of these, if they realized

arrears

@ what an improvement conld be made in m
the paper with a little money, wonld
probably pay promptly. That is the

way to make a good newipaver in a =

ﬁ small town All must co-operate, ‘g.ff’_
Send us your local news. An editor

alone cannot make a good country news-

paper
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re! Yes, It Is, and I'' havd n v
Bay, you boorjaw fuser, and Vilu cun
hammer your ole gavel to pleces wut
me ™
He had begun to shriek: molsture
fell from his hrow and hi 1 it he
scandalized socie Ly Yus ol ils feer,
moving nervously into groups Evi-

dently the meeting was shout to dls-

integrate. “T'll say!" the
frenzied Linskl “You try
to put up this capitalls’ trick and work
n fake to carry over this debate galns'
Cholmuny, but can't rk It on
me, lemme tell you! I'll have my say!"

The outraged chairman was wholly
at a loas how to with the
precedented situation™ he defined
it, quite truthfully; and he continued
to pound upon the other
Jamors began to rival Linskl's ; showvts

have
screamedd

my

you Wi

deal “‘un-

|0

desk, while

f “Put him out!" “Order!” “Shat
up, Freshman!" “Turn mm over to
the sophomiores ™

“This meeting 18 adjourned!” Del-
lowed the chairman, and there was a

thronging toward the doors, while the

frothing Linskl asseverated: “I'in
I-gonna git my say, 1 tell you! 1I'n
ave wmy say! I'll have my say!"

He had more than that, before the
hour was over A moment after he
emerged from the bullding and came
out, still hot, upon the cool, dark
‘ampus, he found hlwself the center
of a group of his own clussmates
whom he at first mistook for sopho-

mores, such was thelr manner

. As this group broke up a few
minutes later, a youth running to join
It, scenting somewhat of i(nterest, de
talned one of those who were depart-
ng.

“What's up? What was that squeal-
ng?!™

“Oh, nothing. We just talked to
that Linskl. Nobody else touched him,
wut Ramsey Muholland gave him a
peach of a punch on the snoot.,”

“Whoopeo "

Ramsey was laconie in response to
Inquiriées wupon this subject. When
ame one remarked: “You served hlin
Ight for calling you a boob and a poor
sh r~d so on before all the soclety,
wir's and all,” Ramsey only sald:

“That wasn't what 1 hit hiwm for"

He declined to exprain further,

(To be comtinued)

8poiling Man
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‘ause he gets somel
~Atchison Glohe.
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If you have friends they
should have your photo-
graph.
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133 W, First street, Albany

PRINCETON, the all-zvlo
If you wish striking proof of

popularity ol
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frame.
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PRINCETON
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