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CHAPTER IIl.
Jitendra Returns.
I
oo J

llar mine |

W ? +n et for the

v I sweat
past five years, How do yua feel
out trylng?”

*] think you're plumb crasy to think
about it,” frankly ft”l‘“f'li‘ Scott. “It
was bad enough In Madem's insurrec-

qon. With him gone and Huerta in
sower, what chance has a man goi,
Buck? Orozco, Carranza, and a dozen

are roaming

her self-made

Eenerais

robbln

ua, murdering

ds and ra

generally Now Moreno’s bedeviling
Sir Every one down country is
trving to get out Believe me 1

wouldn't try to get back the same way

1 e out for a half-interest in El
lig <

\ E ersely retorted Wil-

% he tr back to

Bens n down to Nogales and

gee If you « get through to Culiacan

s ng the west

I wning through

Mazatlan on that division. I'll hit

t down the other way. That gives us

itwo chances If you reach Cullacan

before I do, get the hoys together and

start for El Tigre with every gun and

cartridge you can buy, beg or borrow,
If 1 get there first I'll leave instruc-
tions in case 1 want you to follow me
to the mine. If you ean't get through,
shoot back to Nogales and walt uontil
you hear from me."”

Deaf to entreaty, expostulation, or
Buck Willlamg slipped out
midnight and rode

His long detour
d the regulars,

argument,
of the hotel befor
to the northwest.
1 him far

hevo

e ) <

Fh dayhreak he was well past

hi il nents in the first fringe of

h , south of the Arizona boundary
| L]

In a shallow arroyo he gathered a

fe twigs and lighted a smokeloss

his « ¢, HIs horse and

ng the meager sup-

the hazardous jour-
hehind a knot of
boulders, while he crept
the deflle to reconnoiter

helow,

plies necessary

ney, were picketed
waterworn
warily down
the valley

A solltary horseman, whose seat be-
trayed his unfamiliarity with that
mode of travel, popped around a bend
in the gully., With Incredible swift-
ness Willlams whipped his ready rifle

to his shoulder, then lowered it with
an amazed exciamation.
“You—you persistent little choco-

late-drop,” he gasped, as the expres

slonless face of Jitendra looked down

into his own, "“What In hades are
you following me for? Didn't 1 tell
you that you were under no obligae
tion to me?"

1 did, Sahib Buck.”™
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gleve |If

snow-white,

cinnamon-bun headpiece of yours, See
here, you loyal little devil—you don't
gwe me a thing—do you get rnn'?——uut

You'll only bother me,

“I can't

guaraniee you any protee
tlon, and I won't have you doggine
slopg to halt some one else after me. |
npprecinte how you feel, and | pdimire
you for it. But this iso't Indin—1t's
Mexico—a synonym for hell, 1 don't
want to be rude to you, but 1 simply

an't and won't stand for ANy non

e—hecanse I refuse to take any

lame if atything happens to y

“Will Sahib Buek grant me leave
tn __l.l ak "

“It won't do any I'y
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i m night 'd h I y

a mile further up In th hills rends

As it is, I suppose my eoffee is spoiled

Now, see here, Jitendra if you've got

anything up ¥ sleeve worth while

sit down here on the ground

and fade awny
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