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WHAT ARE ROADS FOR?
For the past week the roads of the Valley, particularly the Red­

wood ami Caves highways, have come in for a lot of scrutiny and dis­
cussion, fostered by the highway department s recent reduction of load 
limits to a point which makes the hauling of logs and lumber such a 
costly proposition as to be entirely impractical.

The issue would seem to boil down to this: are the roads of a com­
munity to be treated like plush carpets, rolled up and put down in moth­
balls when the last tourist has gone, then brushed and spread proudly 
before next spring’s influx, or are they, as highway departments arc- 
fond of saying, "arteries of commerce, circulating the economic lifeblood 
through a community"?

Use hurts a road, just as it does a carpet, and we must ask our­
selves whether we bought it to use or to look at —  and we did buy 
it, you know. With increased centralization of government, omnipo 
tent politicians would like to have you believe that your roads are a 
gift, but if you ever bought a license or a gallon of gas you know what 
were talking about.

When traffic congestion is high and roads fall into disrepair, it 
is popular to blame the "trucks" —  the heavy traffic. This, however, is 
in ignorance or disregard of the fart that if it wer not for the high 
fees and raxes paid by this heavy traffic we would not have more than 
50 per cent of the roads we now have, and this 50 per cent would not 
he in very good condition. The heavy toll taken from the "trucks" makes 
our present road system possible.

At least half-a-dozen mills in the valley arc idle, either because they 
cannot haul in logs or cannot haul out their lumber after the logs are 
sawed. The revenue thus lost to the Valley, very conservatively esti­
mated at $20,000 a week, would build a pretty respectable highway right 
from scratch.

And ate these highways in such bad shape? To a non-techmcal 
observer they're not. A few pot holes, we also have them on parts of the 
highway where hauling was not curtailed. Perhaps the part you can't 
see, the ballast and foundation," is not as heavy as on the Redwood 
highway, we wouldn't know about that, but there is no frost in the 
ground (over the portion needed) and it is well drained. The cracks 
and pot holes in the surface will cause winter weather deterioration, 
whether used by trucks, wheel harrows or foot traffic.

Our local highway crews have been thrown off their feet by the 
recent weather, just as everyone else has; they have had to use 
maintenance tune to kcx-p the roads clear of snow, and they have done 
an excellent job Perhaps they would have to have more time and 
money made available for maintenance o( the Caves highway if it were 
re opened to hauling.

Our point is that it would he a cheap price to pay for such a large 
return —  and the road should have winter maintenance w hether it's 
used by trucks or not. Truck operators, through their PUC licenses, ve­
hicle licenses and gasoline taxes pjy to use the roads. Taxpayers, who 
rely on an economy balanced hv truck operation, benefit from money 
spent to keep this road up, whether they live near it or not And that 
goes for [xxiplc out ot this immediate area, who are crippled from not 
cii icing our logs and lumber.

Many people of the Valiev have asked the highway department to 
survev the situation and re consider the closure of this vital road.

The thousands of dollars paid out weekly in unemployment checks 
would maintain this highway with small diamonds mounted every ten 
feet down the center line Yes wc know "it's a different department", 
hut it all comes out of the peoples pocket
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R esid en ts  o f  th is  a re a  w ere  g iv­
en  a g rap h ic  d e m o n s tra t io n  o f  the  
c a p a b ilitie s  o f  th e  S n o c a t, a  p ecu ­
lia r-lo o k in g  v eh ic le  d es ig n ed  to  
c ru ise  over d eep  snow  o r  ice, w hen 
th e  re c e n t snow  s to rm s  le f t  a t 

f le a s t tw o tr a g e d ie s  in  th e i r  w ake, 
and  s t ra n d e d  se v e ra l re s id e n ts  of 

' th e  h ig h e r tim b e re d  c o u n try  in 
e ig h t to  ten  f e e t  o t  snow .

M a n u fa c tu re d  fo r  se v e ra l y e a n  
by th e  T u c k e r  S n o c a t co m p an y  of 
M edford , th e y  have b een  u sed  ex ­
ten s iv e ly  in  th e  C ra te r  L ake  a rea  
fo r re scu e  a n d  re l ie f  w o rk  in  tim e 
o f heavy  snow s, an d  a h a rd  snow  
an y w h e re  on  th e  c o a s t is s u re  to  
m ean  f ra n tic  c a lls  to  M ed fo rd  fu r  

I S n o ca ts  as soon  as  th e y  can  get 
I th e re .

J a s p e r  T u c k e r , son o f  th e  com- 
! p u n y ’s fo u n d e r , la s t  F r id a y  drove 

a S n o ca t th ro u g h  h e a v y  d r if ts  
from  G ray b ack  cam p , th e  f a r th ­
e s t th e  snow plow s cou ld  p e n e tra te , 
e ig h t m iles up  to  th e  O reg o n  C aves 
re s o r t, to w in g  tw o  to b o g g a n  loads 
o f  food  fo r  c a re ta k e r s  a n d  w o rk ­
m en m aro o n ed  a t  th e  C aves fo r
m ore  th a n  a w eek.

U pon h is r e tu r n  to  G ray b ack  
cam p a f t e r  d a rk , T u c k e r  took  
C o ro n er V irg il H u ll an d  h is p a r ty  
a b o a rd  th e  S n o c a t a n d  m ade  a 
15 m ile  t r ip  o v e r  ru g g e d  snow - 
covered  te r r a in  to  b r in g  in th e  
body o f B o n n ie  M cN eil.

S h e r i f f ’s o ff ic e  d e p u tie s  who 
acco m p an ied  H ull sa id  th e  ru n n e rs  
rode  easily  o v e r th e  seven  fe e t  o f 
snow  a t a b o u t 10 m iles a n  h o u r 
and  could  h av e  m ade  th e  jo u rn e y  
in a b o u t an  h o u r a n d  a h a lf  if 
fa llen  tr e e s  had  n o t b locked  the 
p a th . T h is w as o n e  th in g  th e  S no­
c a t cou ld  n o t cope  w ith , b u t  th e  
tw o c rack  w o odsm en  o f  th e  p a r ty , 
B ud an d  W a lt D oney , m ad e  sh o rt 
w ork o f  such  o b stac le s  w ith  axe 
an d  pow er saw . I t  w as e s tim a te d  
th a t th e  t r ip  in  fo r  M cN eil’s body 
w ould have b een  a  to u g h  tw o-day  
g rin d  fo r  an  e x p e rie n c e d  p a r ty  on 
snow  shoes. T h e  T u c k e r  com pany  
did n o t c h a rg e  fo r  th is  u se  o f  th e  
m ach ine .

S h e r i f f  L oyd  L ew is, p o in tin g  
o u t th a t  th e  c o u n ty  p ro b ab ly  
could n o t in v e s t in such  a veh icle  
w hich w ould  s ta n d  id le  th ro u g h  
th e  su m m er, e x p re sse d  th e  hope 
th a t  th e  te le p h o n e  o r  p o w er co m ­
p an y  o r o th e r  p r iv a te  co n ce rn  
w ould  fin d  th a t  th e  m ach in e  could 
be p ro f ita b ly  u sed  in th e i r  e n te r-

The
K atienjam m er

Kids,
Snuffy,
W im py,

and Jiggs 
join the

March of Dimes

Dana Andrews and Virginia Mayo in a scene from “The 
Best Years of Our Lives,” the academy award winner's cast in­
cludes Frederic March, Myrna Loy, and Theresa Wright.

FRI.. SAT., JAN. 27 and 28

AFRICA 
, SCREAMS

BU D  A B B O T T  
LO U  C O S T E L L O

SUN., MON., JAN. 29 and 30

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY

January 27 and 28
L ook w h a t’s c o o k in ’ in A F R IC A - 

B ud A b b o tt an d  Lou C ostello .
W hile tu r n in g  th e i r  lig h t on th e  

D a rk  C o n tin e n t, in “ A fric a  
S c re a m s’’, B ud  a n d  Lou a re  a c ­
co m p an ied  by  su ch  d o u g h ty  p e r ­
so n a lit ie s  a s  F ra n k  B uck , th e  
b rin g - ’em -b ack -a liv e  m an , and  
C lyde B e a tty , fa m e d  lion  ta m e r . 
A lso in  th e  to p  d ra w e r  c a s t a re  
H illa ry  B rooke , th e  b e a u tifu l  
b lo n d e  h e ro in e . M ax B ae r, fo rm e r  
w o rld ’s p r iz e f ig h t ch am p io n , and  
his b ro th e r  B uddy , an d  com ed ians 
Jo e  B esse r and  S hem p H o w ard . 
A lso  in c lu d ed  a re  e le p h a n ts , c a n ­
n ib a ls , m a n -e a tin g  lions, c ro c o ­
diles, o ra n g o u ta n g s  an d  a fr ie n d ly  
g o rilla !

SUNDAY AND MONDAY

January 29th and 30th
“ T he B est Y ea rs  o f  O u r L iv es"  

is a  m u s t on y o u r c a le n d a r . I t 
is t r u ly  a  w o n d e rfu l p ic tu re . I t  
does n o t need  all th e  su p e r la tiv e s  
to  d e sc r ib e  how w o n d e rfu l i t  is. 
B rin g  a  h a n d k e rc h ie f  o r  tw o , la ­
d ies, a s  som e p a r ts  o f  th e  m ovie 
y o u ’ll w a n t to  shed a  te a r .

In  th e  s to ry  th e re  w ere  th re e  
v e te r a n s  o f W orld  W a r II , an  a ir  
fo rc e  c a p ta in , w ho had  b een  a 
so d a  je r k e r ,  a  s e rg e a n t w ho had  
b een  a b an k in g  ex ecu tiv e , a n d  a 
sa ilo r, who had  lived  on th e  w rong  
side  o f  th e  tr a c k s , an d  who had  
th e  w hile lo s t h is h an d s in a b om b­
in g  a t  sea . By s to ry b o o k  co in c i­
d en ce  th e y  all re tu rn e d  to  th e ir  
sam e  h om etow n  in m id-U SA , on 
th e  sam e p lan e , and  had  a tim e  o f

it  w ith  a d ju s tm e n ts  to  w ives, 
s w e e th e a r ts  and  em p lo y m en ts .

T he  c a s t is h ead ed  by  M yrna  
Loy, F re d e r ic  M arch , D a n a  A n­
d rew s, T e re s a  W rig h t an d  a  h o s t 
o f o th e r  le a d in g  a c to r s  a n d  a c t­
resses.

W EDNESDAY AND THURSDAY

February 1 and 2
" F o rc e  o f  E v il”  is p r im a rily  th e  

s to ry  o f  th e  c o n flic t b e tw een  tw o  
b ro th e rs , Jo h n  G a rfie ld , a  law y e r 
fo r  th e  n u m b e rs  co m b in e  an d  
T h o m as G om ez, a  n u m b e rs  b a n k e r  
w ho tr ie s  to  re m a in  f r e e  o f th e  
sy n d ic a te  b u t is e n g u lfe d  an d  f i ­
n a lly  b ro u g h t to  h is d e a th . I t  is 
a lso  th e  s to ry  b e tw e e n  G a rfie ld  
an d  tw o  w om en, o n e  a co u rag eo u s  
s e c re ta ry  w ho loves h im , th e  o th e r  
th e  w ife  o f  th e  n u m b ers  k in g  w ho 
w a n ts  h im . M arie  W in d so r an d  
B ea tric e  P e a rso n  a re  th e  lead in g  
ferns.

S ilv e r T ra ils  h ead ed  by  J im m y  
W ak e ly , is a  W e s te rn . W ak e ly  
f in d s  th e  body  o f  a m u rd e re d  
m an  a n d  is accused  o f  k illin g  him , 
b u t is e x o n e ra te d  by te s tim o n y  
o f  a n  old an d  w idely  re sp e c te d  
fr ie n d . T h is  is in O ld  C a lifo rn ia . 
In v e s tig a t in g , he d isco v ers  th a t  
th e  d ead  m an  w as k illed  by  m a- 
ru a d e r s  w ho a re  o b ta in in g  v a l­
u ab le  g ra n t - t i t l e  p a p e rs  by  d ish o n ­
e s t m ean s , p re p a ra to ry  to  m ak in g  
a r ich  h au l. S ev e ra l peop le  a re  
k illed  b e fo re  he g e ts  m a t te r s  a ll 
s t ra ig h te n e d  ou t.

C an n o n b a ll T a y lo r  an d  C h ris­
tin e  L a rso n  help  m ake  u p  th e  cast.

p rise s , so th a t  one w ould  be avail-1  
ab le  fo r  r e n ta l  o r  use  by  co u n ty  
o ff ic e rs  in cases  o f  em erg en cy . 
E a r lie r  re q u e s ts  f o r  a S n o ca t fro m  
C ra te r  !,ake N a tio n a l P a rk  a u th o r ­
ities , m ade  by O reg o n  C aves re so rt 
o ff ic ia ls , cou ld  n o t be g ra n te d  b e ­
cau se  th e  N a tio n a l P a rk  S n o ca ts  
w ere  busy  on re l ie f  w ork  in th e  
C ra te r  L ake a re a . No N a tio n a l 
P a rk  p e rso n n e l is s ta tio n e d  a t  th e  
C aves th ro u g h  th e  w in te r .

American Legion
Basketball Team

T he A m erican  L eg ion  b a sk e tb a ll 
team  p lay ed  L a r ry ’s o f  G ra n ts  
P ass  in  th e  L inco ln  gym  la s t w eek. 
T he  C ave Ju n c t io n  L eg io n n a ire s  
w on by  a  sco re  o f 30-25 . H igh 
sco re  m an  w as W es B a ird , w ith  7 
po in ts.

T h e  L eg ion  te am  w ill fa ce  th e  
G ra n ts  P a ss  P lyw ood  te am  a t 2 :3 0
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CLOSED TUESDAYS

WED., THURS., FEB. 1 and 2

FORCE of EVIL
JO H N  G A R F IE L D  

T H O M A S  G O M EZ

A N D

SILVER TRAILS
JIM M Y  W A K E L Y

C A N N O N B A L L  T A Y L O R
C H R IS T IN E  L A R SO N

4-H SEWING CLUB 
ACTIVITIES

T he S ti tc h  I t  S tr a ig h t  club  m et 
a t  th e  hom e o f  M rs. B ud H osk ins 
a t  5 :0 0  p. m . on  J a n u a r y  24. T h e  
g ir ls  sew ed  on te a  tow els  a n d  p o t 
h o ld e rs . R e fre sh m e n ts  w ere  se rv ­
ed  by L y lab e lle  C ross , D o n n a  Z im ­
m erm an  an d  S h ir ley  M iller.

T h e  fo llo w in g  o f f ic e rs  w ere  
e le c te d : J a n e t  M iller, v ice  p re s i­
d e n t ;  S a ra  H osk ins, s e c r e ta ry ;  an d  
S a ra  K elly , new s re p o r te r .

T h e  n e x t m e e tin g  w ill be on 
F e b ru a ry  7 w ith  S a ra  K elly.

your $$ 
will'

READ 
THE ADS

p. m . S u n d a y  in  th e  K erb y  gym . 
A dm ission  is 35c.
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WINDV

F OUT A MAM WAV, 
WOMAN* Me AN' MV 
SOCKPUL O 'D IM E S  
19 GONNA STADT
A OIL FEUOtN' WITH

WAIT UP,
YEP BOOACiOUS 
I0 J 1 T ! -  I  G OT

A MITE O'
Ammunition

I  p s o A is e o  M v s e .e  id  
up S O M E  W O vSV pos
MARCH OF DIM ES - wOS
t  ms ip th is  r a g a s j s E  
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I  KNEW IP I  SAVED M E  O L' DINNED  
b a il - r r o  o o m s  in  m anov --  i  m

ON MV WAV

From where I s i t . . . / /  Joe  Marsh

Give Us Back 
Our Sidewalks, Slim!

I  wrote that over an article In the 
Clarion last week, but 1 didn't like 
doing It. A lter all, the man ft was 
aimed a t — Slim Henderson — Is a 
K»»d friend of mine.

Slini can ts in to  q u its  a w indfall 
la a t m onth, an d  bough t th e  old 
C la rk e  place. T he deed gave him  
title  to o il th e  land  r ig h t down to  
th e  s tre e t. T hen  Slim  s ta r te d  to 
tak e  up the sidew alk  to  make h is 
law n look b e tte r.

I fe lt i t  w asn ’t  f a i r  to  th e  tow n 
and  said  so In m y artic le . N ex t 
m orn ing  Slim  cornea a ro u n d  and  
w an ts to know w h a t I m ean g a t-

tin g  folks riled  a g a in s t him . I fe lt 
o rnery  m yself, and we had  qu ite  a  
set-to  over th e  whole business.

From where I  sit, that was fool« 
lah. Once we'd cooled off (over 
lunch and a bottle of beer at Andy’s 
Tavern),Slim decided the sidewalks 
should stay—for the common good 
and I promised nest time I ’d take 
a ((Mid look at the other fellow's 
point of view before writing any 
articles about him!
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