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Butterflies, Beetles, Cyanide 
Make a 'Surprise7 Vengeance

-B y B IL LY  ROSE
,  . When M artin Quint, 71, m arried Ellie Reynolds, 34, their 
friends in Nyack didn’t give the union much chance of success 
hive years later, however, they were ready to admit they had 
been wrong—Ellie was doing a good job of taking care of Martin, 
and as for the old coot—well, he was a lot friendlier than anyone 
ha d  ever thought possible.

On th e ir f if th  anniversary. M a rtin  sent E llie  to New York on an 
errand, fille d  the pa rlo r w ith  g ifts  and paper curlicues, and inv ited  a 
dozen neighbors in  fo r a surprise party .

The plan was fo r a lookout at the 
ra ilro a d  depot to phone when he 
saw E llie  get o ff the tra in , and then 
they would tu rn  out the ligh ts  and 
hide. When E llie  walked In and 
turned t h e m  on
a g a i n ,  everyone 
would ye ll. •'Sur­
p r is e !"

W ell, what hap­
pened was a sur­
prise, a ll righ t, but 
there was no y e ll­
ing. As the fron t 
door opened, Quint 
and his g u e s t s  
heard E llie  whis- 
p e r, "Sssh! H e 
m ig h t be awake.”

" I  don 't like  t h i s  sneaking 
around."  said the voice of a man 
“ W hy don't you ask h im  fo r a di 
vorce?’ ’

‘ Th ink I 'm  crazy? He doesn’t 
figu re  to live  much longer, and I ’m 
p re tty  sure to get the savings and 
insurance. Thanks fo r tak ing  me 
home. See you Tuesday at the reg­
u la r t im e .”

Then E llie  closed the door and 
switched on the ligh ts  . . . .

A Song for Comfort

T| HE things that are too hard to bear 
God doss not bid me bear.
I never yet have walked alone 

Through dark hours of despair,
And always He has kept His word:
The promised Strength was there.

Hilly Rose

A F TE R  TH E  embarrassed guests 
had le ft, she said to her husband, 
'T  suppose you w ant me to pack.”

"W hy should I? ”  said M artin . 
‘ ‘ I t ’s only human nature fo r you to 
take up w ith  someone nearer your 
own age."

“ D on 't you want a d ivo rce?"

"N o t unless you insist on it. A l l
I  ask is that you slop seeing the

young man as long as I'm  alive.
I f  y o u 'll agree and put it  in  w rit- 
log, I ’l l  f ix  i t  so y o u 'll get every 
cent I've  got."

And th a t’s how i t  was arranged.
An agreem ent was signed and 
locked in the w a ll safe, and the 
couple went on liv in g  together.

Of course, the neighbors gos­
siped a lot, p a rtic u la r ly  when It was 
whispered around tha t E llie  was 
s t ill seeing the young man, but th e ir 
ta lk  seemed to m ake no im pression 
on M artin . Instead, he busied h im ­
self w ith  a new hobby—the study of 
insects—and spent most of his 
w aking hours in a spare room over 
the garage, m ounting bu tte rflies  
and beetles on sm all exh ib it boards.

" I  w ou ldn 't m ention this around,”  
he to ld his wife. “ As i t  is, people 
th ink  I 'm  not qu ite a ll the re .”

One evening, ju s t a fte r E llie  had 
brought h im  the usual glass of 
w arm  m ilk , M a rtin  began to have 
convulsions. E llie  phoned the doc­
to r tha t her husband was having 
a heart attack, but by the tim e he 
a rrived  the old man was dead. The 
doctor exam ined the body, then 
called the coroner, and an hour 
la te r the corpse, together w ith  the 
em pty m ilk  glass, was taken away.

• • •
E A R L Y  TH E  fo llow ing  m orning, 
de tective rang E ll ie ’s doorbell. 

“ I  have a w a rra n t fo r your a r­
res t,”  he said. “ A ccord ing to the 
coroner, you r husband died of 
cyanide poisoning, and the d ru g ­
store in  town reports tha t you
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Fiction
C o r n e r

t a I NNY got a b ig  k ick  out of
®  eave dropping on the sheriff.
I t  smacked of adventure and the 
w ild  life  he loved. He got a b igger 
k ick when he heard S heriff Conrad 
m ention Slick Dearborn.

S lick Dearborn was the sm artest 
outlaw w ith  whom Conrad had ever 

had to contend 
He was Benny's

3* Minute idol, fo r he repre-
Fiction spntcd the dnnf!<’r -

______________ ous freedom  of
which t h e  boy 

had always dreamed. One day 
three weeks ago Benny had seen 
Slick in the Faraw ay Saloon, and 
something about the worsh ip fu l 
look in the youngster's eyes hod 
•  ttrnc ted the outlaw 's attention.

Benny had been almost speechless 
w ith g ra titude when the outlaw 
spoke to him . They had a long con­
versation, and when It was over 
Benny knew a sense o f im portance 
that was alm ost the fu lfillm e n t of 
his dreams.

E a r glued to the side of the 
building. Benny h< Id his breath  
While Sheriff Conrad and his 
deputy, Joe llleks , carried  on 
their low-voiced conversation.

At 4 o clock that afternoon Benny 
drew re in in the secret canyon 
where Slick was hid ing He gave 
the secret w histle tha t he and the 
outlaw had agreed upon, then w a it­
ed b reath 'ess ly .

M inutes passed and nothing hap­
pened. Benny moved down the can­
yon a ways and whistled again. Sud­
denly two men emerged from  be­
hind a boulder. One of them was 
Slick Dearborn Benny shouted at | 
them.

"S lick , I jus t heard the she riff 
and his deputy ta lk in '. They found 
out it was you who held up the

t t  fou r o'clock tha t afternoon 
( tin n y  drew re in  In the aecret 
canyon where S lick wax hiding.

bank last week, an’ they know 
you re h id in ’ up here an' they’ re 
cornin’ to get y u h ."

“ You come w ith  us.”  aatd S lick 
•ho rtly .

"N em m lne  keepln* guard .”  
Slick called, and the other out­
law slid bai k to the ground, 
“ Me gotta get out of here and 
g it fast. K id, did anyone aee 
you leave tow n?"

And so today, my heart, be ftill.
He knows that you are torn,
He also knows that even this 
Great sorrow can be borne 
His voice Still speaks across the years: 

Blessed are they that mourn.”

The grief that is too hard to bear 
We need not bear, or fear.
Be comforted, remembering 
That One w ho cares is near.
And He will hold us by the hand 
Until the dark skies clear

GRACE NOLL CROWELL ¿ r
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bought a bottle o f the s tu ff two 
weeks ago.”

“ That's  r ig h t,”  said E llie . "M a r ­
tin  used the cyanide to k i l l  the in ­
sects he was studying. There are 
hundreds of specimens in  the lab­
o ra to ry  over the garage.”

" I  never heard of his being 
interested in  bugs," said the de­
tective. "Can I  see this labora­
tory?"

h llie  led the way up the garage 
stairs and opened the door. There 
was nothing in the room but a

BENNY WISES UP
“ No, s ir. Not a soul. I done Jest 

like  you to ld m e ."
“ Good. Y ou 're  corn in ’ w ith  us.”  
The second outlaw  came from  be­

hind a screen of bushes rid in g  one 
horse and leading another. Slick 
swung aboard the ex tra  an im al.

There came the sound of a shot. 
T h e  second outlaw  uttered a 
scream, clutched at his breast and 
plunged from  the saddle. A second 
shot followed, and S lick 's  m ount 
went to its  knees.

Q I. IC K  SWORE V IO L E N T LY  as 
Benny craw led up beside him .

“ You damned li t t le  ra t! Thought 
you said nobody followed you out 
of tow n?"

“ Honest S lick—”
"Shut u p !"  Suddenly S lick seized 

h im  around the m idd le  and leaped 
out of p la in  view  o f the two com ­
ing up the canyon. The p a ir reined 
in, ho ld ing th e ir f ire  as the ou t­
law, using Benny as a shield, began 
shooting rap id ly .

S he riff Conrad and Joe Hicks, 
sensing the band it's  purpose, flung 
themselves from  the saddle and 
scurried fo r shelter.

Benny suddenly understood the

By

Richard H. Wilkinson

purpose he was serving, suddenly 
knew tha t S lick was using h im  as 
a means o f p ro tecting  his own 
hide.

"S lick ! S lick ! Lem m e go. They’ ll 
b last me down in  cold b loo d !”

"S hut up, you ra t ”  S lick brought 
the ba rre l of his gun down crush- 
in g ly  on the boy's head. Benny 
gasped, struggled feebly, then went 
lim p  . . ,

When Benny opened his eyes 
he found S heriff Conrad and 
Joe H icks bending over h im .
“ Feeling be tte r k id ? ”
“ Ye-e-ss. I ’m  a ll r ig h t. Where's

—S lick? ”
“ Taken care o f."  S he riff Conrad 

eyed Benny in ten tly . “ Listen, Ben­
ny, you be tte r get home before your 
m aw begins to w o rry . You can say 
you helped us run down S lick Dear­
born. F act is, you did. When we 
saw you ta lk in ’ w ith  h im  three 
weeks ago we figu red  som ethin' 
like  this, w h ich is why we did some 
ta lk in ’ so you could lead us to 
where he was.”

“ G osh!”  said Benny. There were 
tears in his eyes. F o r the f irs t  tim e 
in  his life  he realized what a per­
fec tly  swell guy S heriff Conrad was
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1. Deteat 
5 Fish 
9. Top

10. C ity  (P eru)
11. A  rare- 

earth 
m e ta llic  
element

13. M an’s 
nickname

14. Flowed
15. Keg
17. W arlike  

people of 
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23. Pot
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28. Put away 
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33. People 
who Jeer
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3. Denary 19. Laugh
4. A dd itiona l loud ly
5. Coverlet 20. European
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le tte r 24. Resiliency
7. Soot 26. Carnivorous
8. Famous mammals

Hebrew 28. Chinese s ilk
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32 Relies on 
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T IM E  MARCHES ON . . . Just 
on the o il  chance tha t anyone 
is wondering what a 1901 ca l­
endar looked like, here is an 
example, a lbe it p a rtia lly  ob­
scured by a young lady In a 
bathing suit that de fin ite ly  Is 
not 1901 style. This also m ight 
make you th ink, as the world 
moves on toward 1950, that i t ’s 
been a long tim e  since things 
have been as sim ple as they 
were at the beginning of the 
20th century.

few bits of junk  and an old  bi­
cycle.
“ I ’m sorry, bu t you’ l l  have to 

come along,”  said the detective.
You’re the on ly person who f ig ­

ured to p ro fit by M r. Q u in t’ s 
death.”

" I  swear I  d idn ’ t  do i t . ”  said 
E llie . "B o th  M a rtin  and I  knew he 
wouldn’ t liv e  long, and w’e signed 
an agreem ent w h ich  expla ins eve ry­
th ing. I t ’s in  his s tu d y ."

She ran in to  the house, opened 
the w a ll safe and took out a brown 
envelope, but when she tore It 
open there was noth ing inside but 
a piece of b lank paper.

B lank, tha t is, except fo r  one 
word penciled in  a ch ild ish  scraw l 
—"S u rp ris e !”

STAÛESCRE
BY INEZ GERHARD

V V E L Y N  K E Y E S  bobbed up a ll 
* *  over New Y ork w h ile  on loca­
tion  fo r C o lum b ia 's  "T he  K il le r  
T ha t Stalked New Y o rk ’ ’—du rin g  
a tra f f ic  rush on west 47th street, 
in  Pennsylvania station, in a tin y  
h is to ric  g raveya rd  on the lower 
East Side. Just before flee ing 
through the g raveya rd  to escape a

EVELYN KEYES
detective, she had to scram ble up 
and down a wobbly, rus ty  f ire  es­
cape on a tenement. She d id  it  over 
and over, fo r  hours and hours, 
w h ile  b itte r winds blew. Wound up 
w ith  hands f ilth y  and scraped and 
clothes un fit fo r fu rth e r use. M ean­
w h ile  Paulette Goddard was urg- 1 
ing her to come yach ting  in the 
Caribbean!

J im m y  Durante plays his f irs t 
dual role in “ The G reat R upert,”  
the George Pal production in  which 
he co-stars w ith  T e rry  Moore and 
Tom  Drake But you m ay not rec­
ognize him . J im m y  always has 
yearned to d r ive  a c ircus wagon, 
so he got his wish. A t his own in ­
sistence, he was pe rm itted  not on ly 
to d rive  the wagon, but also to ap- I 
pear behind a lu xu ria n t beard

M a ry  Jane H igby also has been ' 
doing a stin t In a dual role The 
heroine o f "W hen a G ir l M a rr ie s ."  
"Joan D av is ." has been menaced ' 
by a tough w aitress bent on b la ck ­
m a il. And the tough w aitress— ' 
M ary  Jane H igby

E ver so often a rad io or p ic­
tu re  star Is stopped by a police­
m an w hile speeding to an Im ­
portant e n g a g e m e n t .  The 
polleem vn rerogntzes the s ta r— 
and doesn't give h im  a ticke t. 
Anyway, th a t’s the s tory. But 
Jay Jostvn. doing 43 m iles an 
hour In New Jersey on the way 
to M i l  , s i ,  stopped, recog­
nised as "M r  D is tr ic t A tto r­
n e y "—and given a tieMH!

A new carmine star Is loom ing 
up - Chinook. who w ill be fea tu red ! 
in M onogram 's "The Courage of 
C aptain Plum  "  K irb y  G rant w ill 
star, and the picture, set to s ta rt 
January t l .  w ill be film ed  at B art- 
le ‘ t ’ s Cedar Lake, B ig  Bear

p lG H T -to -the-inch  cross-stitches 
J-* make quick work even fo r be­
ginners. A litt le  g ir l can do them l

Cross-stitch and other easy embroidery 
for kitchen towels! Pattern 690; transfer 
6 motifs 5V.x7 Inches.

Send 20 cents In coin, your lam e ad­
dress and pattern  number to

The h is to ry of the celebration ot
New Year's Day takes one fa r back 
in to  an tiqu ity , and encompasses 
m any peoples, lands and customs. 
I t  is on ly in re la tive ly  recent tim es 
tha t the New Year has been ush­
ered in  on January 1.

This ho liday has been a m obile 
one and various races have m arked 
i t  a t various seasons. F o r example, 
the ancient Persians and Egyptians 
celebrated New Y ea r’s September 
22 at the autum nal equinox, while 
the Greeks did  so at the w in te r 
solstice on December 21. The ver­
na l equinox, M arch 22, m arked the 
beginning of the year fo r the Jews.

The famous Pope G regory, In 
1582, institu ted what has since been 
known as the G regorian calendar. 
Europe du ring  the m iddle ages had 
observed New Y ear’s on M arch 25, 
but w ith  the advent of G regory's 
fa r-reach ing tim e-record ing system 
the day adopted fo r the beginning 
of a new twelve-m onths was Jan-

| ua ry  1.

A ll countries did not adopt the 
change at once, but the C hris tian  
w orld  accepted i t  generally in 1752 
when the B ritish  P arliam ent fin a lly  

| established New Y ear’s Day as Jan­
uary 1.

New Year’s customs always have 
had a Joyful theme. Few tears 
m ark  the death of the old year.

Sew ing  C irc le  N c e d le c ra ft  P e p i.
P. O. Box A74O. C h ica g o  KO. I I I .  or 

P. O. Box 162, O ld C h e ls ea  S ta tio n , 
N e w  Y o rk  11, N . Y .

Enclose 20 cents for pattern
No. ------
Name — 
Address

FIRST AID to the

A IL IN G  H O U S E
BY ROGER C WHITMAN

F in is h in g  An A ttic

QUESTION: We are considering 
finishing off our attic. In each end 
we placed louvres for cross-ventil- 
ation These were put in to help 
prevent the form ation ot condens­
ation on the roof sheathing. Should 
these be closed up before fin ish­
ing the walls? We intend to in­
sulate the roof.

ANSWER: Instead of closing up 
the louvres permanently, have 
them fitted w ith doors which can 
be opened and closed by means of 
a long cord, and a catch for easy 
opening and closing. In this way 
you can have the benefit of the 
ventilation in the summ ertim e, 
and can close the louvres when­
ever you wish.

■FOR 52 DAYS
New Year s Day ushers In fo r

A m ericans an average of only 52 
w ork ing  days.

No. that's not a m isp rin t. The f ig ­
ure 52 is righ t, fo r a ll the rest of 
the days are holidays somewhere in 
the nation And, to c a rry  the hy­
pothesis fu rthe r, i f  a ll the legal 
holidays now observed anywhere 
were adopted generally, the ave r­
age w ork ing  week would be only 
one day fo r labor, and six fo r rest 
and play.

F o r a fte r you leave out the
Sundays and legal holidays 
which w ill occur during  the 
year, there rem ain 52 days on 
which no one can find  any ex­
cuse—except laziness—for not 
w ork ing .

U n like  almost every other coun­
try , the United States has no nation­
al legal holidays. AU the public 
holidays in the various states have 
been declared so by state leg is la­
tures.

T h e  P resident’s Thanksgiving 
Day proclam ation , fo r instance, 
makes the day he designates a legal 
ho liday everywhere in the U S and 
its te rr ito r ie s  s im p ly because every 
state and a il the te rrito rie s  have 
passed local laws declaring that 
whatever day the President desig 
nates as Thanksgiv ing Day shall be 
observed.

A ll over the world January 1 is 
celebrated as New Year's Day ex 
cept in England. Northern Ireland. 
Wales, in the Mohammedan c in j 
tr ies  o f Hejaz. and in China
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Save Money On 
This Home Mixed

Cough Syrup
Die Saving. NojCooking. So Easy.

1 >u'll be surprised how quickly and easily 
you can relieve coughs due to  colds, when 
)ou try this splendid recipe. It gives you 
• bout four times as much cough medicine 
lor your money, and you'll find it truly 
wonderful for real relief.

Make a ayrup with 2 cups of granulated 
sugar and one cup of water. No cooking 
ne. ded. (Or you can use corn syrup or liquid 
honey, instead of sugar syrup I Then put 
2 !J ounces of Pines (obtained from any 
druggist) in a pint bottle, and fill up with 
your syrup. Thia makes a full pint of medi­
cine that will please you by its quick action 
I t  never spoils, and tastea hne-child-en 
love it.

This simple mixture takes right hold of •  
cough. I t  loosens the phlegm, soothes thy 
I r r i ta .rd  membranes, quickly eases aorenesa 
tnd difficult breathing.

Pines is a special compound of proven 
Ingredients, In concentrated form, well- 
known for its quick action in cought and 
bronchial Irritations. Money refunded If It 
doesn t please you in every way.
FOR EXTRA CONVENIENCE GET NEW 
REACT MIXED, REAOT 10 USE PINEX1

feeling
POORLY?

F ound ing  Fathers  Joined  
In  S p ir it  of New Year's

New Y ear’s Day long has been 
celebrated enthusiastica lly in the 
United States, and from  colonial 
tim es to the present i t  has been a 
day o f great significance.

The spacious days of colonial 
A m erica  made an especially v ig ­
orous and zastful setting fo r the 
celebration of New Year's Day and 
the founding fathers were not be­
hind hand in antering in to  the 
a o ir it of the occasion.
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