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GOOD OR BAD, TELEVISION . , .

Video-the Great, Irresistible Force
______________ . . .  HAS FASCINATION FOR MILLIONS

T M Ï

HOHIE
Touin ,|ÌHH

zSHOllTáfoft/

L IV IN G -R O O M  SQ U A T
Television Is developing a race of 

s itte rs—a vast, im m ovab le  popula­
tion of liv ing -room  squatters, as it  
were. In  a ll areas of the country 
where video has come in to  play, 
great masses o f people are "se t- 
t in " '  glued around the set, absorbed 
and silent, neglecting sm all talks,

By H I. PHILLIPS
books, papers and even the racing 
results.

n ig h t"  sum up the to ta l exchange I 
of words.

t r ;£

The decline in conversation at 
house parties in television belts 
has become a larm ing. Guests ha rd ­
ly  speak to one another or to the 
hostess. Whole evenings are spent 
in which “ come In "  and "good

The old m an doesn’t  go down 
to the store fo r the papers or a 
c iga r. M om  cuts the cinema. 
I t  isn ’ t because te levis ion is a ll 
sheer en terta inm en t. In  fact, 
i t  has been ra the r try in g , often 
dow nrigh t annoying. Video is 
s t i l l  in  the baby stage. I t  
doesn’t look like  an extra  sm art 
k id . B ut there is such a d ive r­
s ity  of a ttrac tions  on so many 
program s over so many chan­
nels tha t there is a fascination 
fo r m illio ns  In it, good or bad. --*--

take the ir regu la r rad io  or le t 
It alone have been known to go 
nuts over te levis ion. The busi­
ness of opera ting the various 
dia ls to bring in  the en te rta in ­
ment gives them  the fee ling of 
being producers, stage d irec­
tors, d ram atic  coaches, vaude­
v ille  k ib itze rs  and m ovie pro­
moters. They are never satis­
fied. They are a lways m onkey­
ing w ith  the dia ls, try in g  to 
achieve the perfect show.

----♦----
The Am erican pub lic  is ge tting 

more and m ore am usem ent-m ad 
and it  looks as i f  books, magazines

Richer 
Harvest

B y
MICHAEL TIFF

\  1ELISSA F IN C H  would have 
-1' *  fainted from  shock i f  Joe Sut-

— ......— — — • a ic  auc«u ton had told her she was a pre tty
of congress and the po litic ians here g ir l or even sm iled at her. H is pa, 
in Washington in the ir th ink ing  on Jake, did tha t r ig h t along, which 
what is good for, o r what is best was fa ir  enough.
fo r our country in the m a tte r of But Joe did  like  her cooking, 
na tional legislation. O therwise she’d have gone away be-

As a ru le the measures before fore th is ; but today was defin ite ly 
congress are m ere ly transla tions her last day as housekeeper fo r  Jake 
of the thought and action of the Sutton and his son. Joe Melissa 
people themselves. And Washing- hoped she had taken at least a pa rt 
ton is s im p ly the m ir ro r  which re- of the place Joe s ma had le ft some 
fleets the w ill o f a m a jo rity  of the s ix  years ago when she had passed 
People- beyond. She knew tha t Joe lived

There is a defin ite  trend here w ith  the m em ory of his m a; acted 
in Washington however, which as though she were in the next

U C e r i l M U M K

People Ran Congress
M S  A USUAL TH IN G  folks out in 

" "  the home towns and ru ra l com ­
m unities of our country are ahead

„  . .. and newspapers m ay have to ¡m alt

Through many a day; i  concerts, newsreels, soap operas, ‘  • h b 11 p a rk ' h l»
When Strength has failed me then I k n o w  G comedians, tragedians, a c t o r s , '

°  1 u ,c n  * K n o w , i dancers, scientists, clowns and pup­
pets come zoom ing in to  the old 
homestead tha t the audience at
least gets action. The reactions are The answer to "S ha ll we go out 
curious. We know one addict who somewhere ton igh t”  is  “ Why?

That you w ill pray;
When any hurt becomes too great 
For me to bear,
I feel it ease, remembering 
Your power in prayer.

theater, his concert ha ll, his in fo r­
m ation bureau and his personal 
clambake.

----- * -----

" I  shall pray for you each day,”  you said,
"M y voice shall lift
In your behalf. . . . ”  O friend o f mine,
There is no g ift
Though you should search the wide world through 
That can compare

ith the precious, shining, white weight / ',
O f your prayer!

Pray one for another,”  we are told. 
I, too, shall pray
For you, and for each troubled heart 
In need today.

«h
— Grace N o ll Crowell

says, " I t  s so bad tha t i t ’ s absorb- eople used to leave the apartm ent
in g ."  A nother demands, w ith  m ore t0 **‘11 boredom and seek some d i­
enthusiasm, "Show me another version- They now accom plish the 
m edium  through which I  can get same objectives w ith  an "a e ria l 
a hockey game, a ski tournam ent, stack”  and a "b o o s te r." 
a fo rum , a circus, a B roadw ay | ----- * -----
show, a couple of westerns, a book H u rry  up w ith  the dinner, m om ! 
rev iew  and a carload of m isccl- There’s a prize figh t, a w restling  
laneous enterta iners and celebri- show, six m usica l revues, a tour
ties w ithou t ge tting out o f m y of the n igh teries, fou r westerns
c h a ir ! ”  a travelogue, a newsreel, fou r m ys-

----- -------  te r> dram as, 18 newscasts, a rodeo.
We have even discovered a fel- I a rn a fdi gras and a sa ilfish  tourna '" ~ v tv il u ia tu v c ilU  a rei- °  u “ oa iu is

low who finds some com m ercia ls  ment on the video ton igh t! 
a ttra c tive  on television. He hated
com m ercia ls  on the radio, but a 
close-up photograph of a m ince pie, 
a layer cake, a stack of wheaties, A rm ou i and Co. om itted  its  pre- 
a bubbling glass of beer or a gal ferred dividend, saying m eat prices 
w h ipp ing up a d inner on a cooking have fa llen 20 to 30 per cent 

I p rogram  in trigues  h im . He gets Steaks and chops are now w orth 
sore i f  a plate of fra n k fu rte rs  and j li t t le  more, in  fact, than th e ir
beans doesn’ t screen well o r i f  a 
d isplay o f ge la tins is out o f focus. 
His ch ie f in te rest in  a ll products 
seems to be th e ir degree o f screen 
c la r ity .

-*■

Th is  n ’ T h a t

weight in gold.
• • •

Those Ford  cars are of new de­
sign. but the s trike  comes in the 
same old shape a t both ends and 
in any color so long as i t ’s dark
blueMen and women who could

The
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r A L E K IA ’S A P P A in  w ith  is’ ii,.» i »,

5RETS By
Richard H Wilkinson

■ »  IN K S  G i - i t i i u t n  1 ‘  » •  W h ~ b . y o n d . n d I ¿ t S l t o ’ b r .  H * *  *  h t *‘
U E K H A K D  J g ra tify in g . A fte r a ll. E lio t was the French doors that : onz»n»d J  . ‘  b eak th e lr engagement, his in-

TTANESSA BROWN typ ifies  every most handsome and the m ost g lam  terrace The place was c r '  7  terest in sheelah Jackson—it  had

hind some shrubbery, and V aleria  n on atte™p‘  to m a in ta in  his
the sat down. I t  was good to sit E lio t °  a J ? s,andlng' nourish his

Two I bent over her *  E1‘0‘  I pr,de and van i‘ y aPd conceit.

She stood up, suddenly contempt-

tilin g  tha t a young actress ' orous man at Newfane Lake, and 
ought to be. Very pre tty , w ith  the confession of his love had rath- 
chestnut h a ir and blue eyes, she er fla tte red  her van ity. But 
has managed, at 20, to com plete dura tion  had been b rie f. Two I bent over her 
M r college course and make pic- months, to he exact She had sm iled i ,
tures at the same tim e Asked how a litt le  w is tfu lly  the n igh t she p V a t 1 Can ‘  stand it !  I o u 7 'Y s h ,m e d '' ™ T T ” 1'
i t  happened tha t she was chosen handed hack his ring  1 ve been crazy ever since you gave X u s , ?  i .  7  e‘ S'

. . . . . .  . me back the ring . I 'm  going m a d ’ 1 aisgusted w ith  his weakness. SheH s bcen_swell fun, E lio t, but it Y o irve  got ,Q ™ d ; looked down at h im , w ithout p ity  orfo r the m a id  of the a ll-s ta r cast 
of P aram ount's  "T he  H e iress," 
•he laughed and »aid she'd been

r
can 't last The fee ling 's a ll on the 
surface. I t  isn ’ t re a l."

Not re a l? " He stared at her, tin 
, believing. "Good Lord. V a l—’ ’ But 

s h e  in te rrup te d  
him  w ith  a ges-

*

VAN ESSA BROW N

teaching W illia m  W yle r’s daughter 
to sw im ; a fte r testing older ac- 
tresses he realized that Vanessa 
was r ig h t fo r the role, her ninth. 
You 've heard her on the a ir  she 
toured Alaska w ith  "V ox P op," has 
appealed on the Screen G uild  and 
other im portan t shows. She writes, 
too; has sold three stories to ■ 
newspaper syndicate.

Joan Fonta ine in "B ed of Roses" 
w ill be back at It KO fo r the firs t 
tune since she starred in "F ro m  
This Day F o rw a rd " In 1945. A 
m odern dram a, it  stars her as an I 
iron -w illed  g ir l w ith  an insatt.i 
desire to have her
F riends who knew her 
de Haviland in the ir 
days say the beautifu l 
se if a lways bad a way 
what she wanted

John M tljan  deserted film «  
two years ago to devote his 
tim e to his avocado ranch at 
'  Ista. ( a llf., tint could not re­
sist the role of " M r . H ow ard”
In "M rs . M ik e ,"  the D irk  Few- 
e ll-E v eh  ■ Keyes s ta r rr r  being 
produced for l  ulled Artists

your Home Town Reporter is 
not a ttem pting  to in te rp re t. I 
am going to ask fo r an in te r­
pre ta tion from  the grassroots 
on this trend which leads to the 
question—“ Are we m oving to­
ward a socia listic national gov­
ernm ent in this country?”  So 
i f  you w ill, please w rite  me a 
le tte r g iv ing  me your thoughts 
on the question.
Perhaps I  am too close to  the fo r ­

est to see the trees, but m y m a il is 
flooded every day w ith  pub lic ity , 
brochures, pamphlets a n d  jus t 
p la in  propaganda seeking to brand

room. Melissa had never lost the 
idea of being an in truder.

I  m leaving today," announced Afe- 
hna. Joe kept moving toward the 
door. " I ’m leaving to d a y " Melissa re­
peated. Joe stopped, and she could 
see his great fingers clench.

Melissa went back to the pump 
and sink. She began washing the 

dishes. A t the 
same tim e  she 
rem em bered tha t 
th is was her last 
day. Three years 
ago she had s tart-

’ M in u te  
Fiction

r --------------- ~  M i d U U  d ^ U  S I 1 C  I l d U  S i a T V

every libe ra l piece of legislation ed in this house of the Suttons—Jake 
before congress as "s o c ia lis tic ."  Sutton and tha t son of his, Joe. She 

had nothing against Jake because
A ll Are Branded Jake had the sense to look at her ast u  M ie  D id i iu c u  ----- * o v i . a c  i u  iLKi/i h i  n er  as

The housing and slum  clearance l f  sfle was a human being. But tha t 
b ill, federa l aid to education b ill, < Joe—he was a born wom an-hater i f
the b ill fo r com pulsory health in 
surance, expansion o f social secu­
r ity  laws, the various proposals to 
create r iv e r  va lley authorities, any 
b ill which would provide fo r a fed­
era l grant-in -a id  to the states, the 
Brannan a g ricu ltu ra l program  and 
numerous other measures . . .  a ll 
have been branded as de fin ite ly  
soc ia lis tic  in nature by one or m ore 
of the la rge organizations which 
m a in ta in  lobbies here to influence 
legis lation.

Even our fa rm  cooperatives have 
been branded w ith  the socia lis tic  
label. I t  has come to the point tha t 
every so-called lib e ra l piece of 
leg is la tion  which comes before con­
gress is being measured by the 
socia list ya rdstick . O f course there 
are as m any defin itions fo r the 
word " l ib e ra l"  as there are w r it ­
ers, but as this reporte r views it, 
lib e ra l legislation is any measure 
which has fo r its  ob jective the e lim ­
ination of any inequalities o r tr ib u ­
la tions of any great mass of the 
people through federal help in 
money o r regu la tory control.

• • •

S ocia lism  Defined
The d ic tionary  says socialism  is 

a reconstruction of society on the 
basis of cooperation of labor and 
com m unity  of p rope rty ; or govern­
m ent con tro l of economic activ ities  
so tha t com petition w ill give way to 
cooperation and the rewards of 
labor be equally apportioned. That 
is the orthodox M arx brand of 
socialism , but the m odern or gar-Arnazed, she stared up at ! a n T ’w ^ e a g e r ^ M e k ^ 1̂  80cia li«m, but the m od em ' o r “ ga7-

him. I lls  eyes were burning pendable Doug. 1 * ’ den va rie tV ot socia lism  appears to
coals. lie  stood there stripped  
of his pride and dignity, no 

Rr j -  longer the confident l»on Juan,

3* Mifiuta ture o f f in a lity  the breaker of women's hearts.
Fiction I t 's  no use, E lio t I " E li° t .  you 're  d ru n k !"
-------------- \ o u r e  fa r too I m  not Val. don’ t you see I ’m cam p fire  embers o r in m eteorites

h . „ a  . .  glam orous a n d  not D on 't you see how much I Iron tools were used in construct
handsome to fa ll in love. 1 tr ied  love y o u !"  He dropped down be- ing the P yram ids about 3000 B C
h a r d ,  b l i t  i t  rl r ln 't  "  c u . .  < id „  - , . ,a  . . .  j j . . . . . . .  . . .  “  » y i o u u u s  a u u u i  JUIAI H . C

Discovery of Iron
Iro n —according to legend- 

discovered by p r im it iv e  man

............ ... m vppcu oown De ing the P yram ids about 3000 R <-hard, but i t  d id n 't w o rk .”  She side her. and suddenly his head was The ancients nrod.iccd im  B, C
patted his hand m a te rna lly . “ Sum against h»r u .» ___ * ce^ iron in fires

| m er romances are fun. and this
has been the best ever. No regrets. 

A hu rt look came into his eyes, 
j to be replaced an instant la te r by

exaggerated ind ifference. He tossed 
the ring, caught it, pocketed it. "O  
K , sister. I guess I can stand i t . "  
His eyes held tha t smug, "it's -yo u r- 

| fu n e ra l" look tha t so fitted  his role 
She fe lt released, free again. When 
Doug M e tca lf asked her to attend 
the Country CluL ba ll w ith  h im  she 
accepted w ithou t qualm s o f con­
science. Doug was big and homely.

I bought there was no ha rm  in 
asking,”  he grinned "Y ou  won t 
find me as spectacular as E lio t ."  

lie  looked at her curiously , 
seemed on the point of asking 
a question and thought be tte r of 
It She knew that he. like  every- 
one else, was wondering If her 
heart was broken. W ell, let them  
find  out fo r themselves. T he ir 
pifv annoyed tier. Who was th is

insatiable i Mei H arvey, s gnd o r some-
own way thing?
and O liv ia The rligh t of the ball, dancing
sc Inn 1 K iri w ith  Doug M etcalf, she saw E lio t
Joan her 
of getting

floa ting by w ith  Sheelah Jackson. I
He was looking down Into her up- '
turn

F ive  of f ilm la n d 's  g lam our g irls  
recognize a vo le * tha t has made 
love to them  when they tune In 
M utua l's  "S ca tte rg .xx l Baines "  
W endell Holmes, who p l a y s  

S ia lte rgood . has played the ro ­
m an tic  lead opposite Joan Fon­
ta ine. D oro thy M cGuire. Veronica 
Lake. C la ire  T ruvo r and Madeleine 
t  a rro ll.  He s also tops at Im per­
sonating W inston C h u rch ill on the
a ir.

e V a leria  fe lt a lit t le  pang, and, 
pa tien t at herself, gave her at- 
tion to Doug Doug was watch ing 

and there was worship in his

HE WAS DANCING  a dream y 
z w ith  Doug when E lio t cut 

in Surprised, she found herse lf in 
his arm s scarcely before his 
fa m ilia r  features became recogniz­
able.

s

"W e ll, well, w e ll 
here! How s the Doi 
fane?"

V al. le t's go out and get a 
punch." His tone was alm ost harsh 

V a leria  hesitated. " A l l  r ig h t ,"  
she said " I  could use something 
like tha t I t  s been a destructive
evening. I 'm  worn o u t."

They moved in to the alcove

Look who's 
Juan of New

' V .1 V  ' f ’ ^  M 1’ W*a t-v b u il‘  ° n the w indward side o f banks
.-r id  1 6 ?Co J “ ’ “  beW,' d or in Pi,s ° r  ^ rn a ce s . using
ered. So a ll his indifference, his bellows. “

ACROSS
1 P art o f a 

check 
5 An aro­

m atic  spice 
9 Irish  Free

State
10 A k ing  of 

N orw ay
11 Seaweed
12 H ab it
13. Furnished 

tem po ra rily
15 Negative 

rep ly
14. Spawn of 

fish
18 Propose 

ten tatively
22 R iver 

i Spain!
24 Board o f 

Ordnance 
(abbr.t

25 B ib lica l c ity
26 P iaster 

o f Parts
28 K ind of 

dance
31. Roman 

pound
32. Perform
34 Make hot
35 Native o f 

Nevada
39 B itte r  vetch
40 Jewish

month
41. Benevolent 
43. L ike  a w ing 
45 A brown,

b itte r nut 
( var »

4? A ttra c tiv e
l colloq )

48 Back o f the
foot

49 Note

50. O therwise 
DOWN

1. Body of

16 One o f 
K ing  Lear's 
daughters

w a te r 17 Fat
2. Levers used 19 Obtained

fo r  tu rn ing 20 Sweeten
rudders 21. Jogs

3 Inc ite 23 Hone
4 K idney- la n a t.)

shaped. 27. Strange
edible seeds 29. Exclam a­

5. Cut. as tion
grass 30 Sewing

6 Together instrum ents
7. L ig h t boat 33. Tree
8. Newt 36 Price

11. A slow- 37 Subside
m oving 38 W all
boat recess

A New 
Series 

of Puzzles 
to Test 

Your Wits
42 Christm aj 

song
43 Tree
44 Color 
46 .Malt

beve-age

be content w ith  a more adequate 
d is tr ibu tion  of wealth through so­
c ia l re form s by po litica l agencies. 
They want nationalization of such 
resources as ra ilroads, m ines and 
other properities, but do not advo­
cate abo lition  o f the p ro fit system 
nor the r ig h t to own priva te  prop­
erty.

A lthough anyway you view  it 
socia lism  does not f i t  in to the 
Am erican system of free competi 
tion and ind iv idua l freedoms, the 
question arises-does any re form  ad­
vocated by the Socialist pa rty  be­
come soc ia lis tic  in fact? F o r in 
stance as fa r  back as 1908 the 
Socialist pa rty  p la tfo rm  advocated 
conservation ^and development of 
na tu ra l resources; sc ien tific  re ­
fo resta tion ; storage of flood waters 
and u tiliza tio n  o f w ater power; es­
tab lishm ent of m in im um  wage 
scales; five  and one-half-day week; 
old age pensions and surv ivors in ­
surance; a graduated income tax; 
equal suffrage; d irec t p r im a ry ; 
vocational education; a separate
labor departm ent and conservation 
of public health and establishm ent 
of an independent health bureau 
These reform s are in the law  today 
Are they socialistic?

Address G iven
This repo rte r believes, however 

that a m easuring s tick should be 
whether o r not. you as a citizen 
have lost or m ay lose your in d iv id ­
ual freedom s guaranteed you bv

ever she saw one. Then she con­
sidered — w ip ing the dam p towel 
over the plates—that Joe had lost 
his ma.

She watched Jake come In fo r a 
packet of ca rro t seeds. Jake d idn ’ t 
glance at her as he rum m aged in 
the seed pile.

"R eckon as how Joe an’ tha t Blos­
som Appenzeller gonna be hitched 
come th is fa ll , ”  Jake announced 
qu ie tly.

Joe wouldn’ t m a rry  any g ir l, not 
even Blossom w ith  her fancy ways, 
Melissa thought. And, as fo r he rse lf’ 
she had stood about a ll she could. I f  
Joe hadn 't noticed her fo r three long 
years he sure wasn't going to 
change overnight.

I J E R  suitcase was packed and 
she sat down on It to close it  

tight. Then she wondered what Joe 
was doing. She could see h im  
through the w indow p la in  as day. 
She had to adm it tha t he looked 
m ighty like  a man as he wheeled 
that tra c to r round the field. He 'd
make any g ir l a prov id ing  husband.

So Jake thought Blossom Appen­
zeller was fo r Joe. M aybe Blossom 
would have liked to nab Joe but Joe 
had no eye fo r painted-up lips and 
chalked-up eyes.

That blue dress on her suited her 
blue eyes. Melissa stood s tra igh t up 
in fron t of the dresser glass. Her 
hand halted m idw ay to her face 
powder box. She was looking at 
Joe s ma, an old photo encased in a 
fram e of gilded wood. For the firs t 
tim e, though she had seen that p ic ­
ture every day. Melissa could see 
why Joe rem ained aloof from  g ir ls ; 
how could any g ir l come up to Joe's 
ma?

On her way down, ca rry in g  the 
suitcase, she wanted to c ry  but sob-

r  a*

t i
Melissa was aw fu lly  sm a ll; a 

speck of dust blown here by the 
wind.

bing eased that sickening fee ling of 
departure. As she came out Into the 
afternoon sunshine she could see 
Jake looking at her from  the chicken 
yard.

J o e !" Jake shouted. "A in ’ tMiitn-u you dv ------ siivuicu. A in
the constitu tion  and the b ill of you goin’ ,0 say good-by to Me- 
r ig h ts ; w hether controls by the gov- *iM a ’  ' And then she saw Joe stop 
ernm ent to keep em ployment or. the lra c t° '' and tu rn  to stare at her.

1 '■ factories up and Melissa felt another lum p la  her 
( r ices down are socia lis tic ; wheth- tbroaI as Joe stood near her like  a 
e r taxa tion  plays such a role in Rrcat p ‘ne tree She was aw fu lly  
>< u r economy as to become un- sma'L  sbc was a speck ot dust that 
bearably oppressive. had been blown here by the w ind

So le t's hear what the folks in the 3nd n° *  Wa* beinR blown away, 
home town th ink  on this subject "tr A . a :

1037. T""' **'**•.” <s'd. "hut nou I
' Washingtoi ‘ ' "  ’i -  J 1 ' ! h f kept house.

‘ D C. " i  blue dress I,k t  that. You re
• I tk t ht'r.

As 1. c as 1936 the Socialist par- He took lh e suitcase from  her 
L , rm  advocated a public JVlthput knowing it, she walked at 
h< ih program  fo r adequate medi- hl1 ’ ’d«- back to the house The sun

, aid ftnanced by taxation: a was hot °n the fields, a white butte r- 
•J hour week; creation of a federal fl° a’ *d tow ard the cabbage 
^ a^ke 'ng agency fo r purchase and patch' apd Joe's arm  fe lt good 
m arke ting  o f ag ricu ltu ra l goods. «round her waist.

Released by WNU Faatursa.


