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Washington Digest?
Is U.S. Going Socialist? 
It's World-Wide Argument

NEEPLECRAFT PATTERNS

A Filet-Crochet Chair Set

By BAL'KHAGE
N e w t Analyst anti C om m entator.

WASHINGTON.—As congress sharpens its teeth for the 
“True-Deal” program (The “true" being for Truman), some of the 
gentlemen who have watched things going on behind the scenes in 
Washington for a long time (maybe too long) have a habit of 
blinking and saying in hushed voice:—

“Say, is America going socialist without knowing it?”
Long before the Novem ber election a num ber ot European statesmen, 

editors, professional po litic ians and others who are backing the various 
socialist and socia list-inclined governments, inc lud ing B rita in 's , were 
getting rea lly  worried lest a probable Republican v ic to ry  should make 
an em phatica lly cap ita lis tic  A m erica less sym pathetic tow ard le ft-of- 
center regimes.

S o il Surgeon' Says
S eedbed-M aking Boon

P erfo rm s M u ltip le  W ork, 
C uts T im e  in  H alf

K U K IIV .I '

The T rum an upset caused them to 
whoop w ith  joy  A fte r they read the 

President's state of 
the union message 
on January 5. and 
a fte r his appoint­

ment of Dean Ach- 
cson as secretary 
of state, they pulled 
out a cha ir on the 
le ft side ot the in te r­
national table, ex­
pecting h im  to s it 
r ig h t down and jo in  
them.

What was prob­
ably as much w ish­
fu l th ink ing  as any­
th ing else caused 
the o ffic ia l Social­

is t pa rty  organ of F rance to ha il the 
adm in is tra tion  program  us de fin ite ­
ly  socialistic. Most of the rest of 
the French press took about the 
same view, even to the somewhat 
lonely, pro -cap ita lis tic  F iga ro  which 
said the message was “ close”  to 
socialism .

The same view was taken by the 
le ft-w ing press in other European 
countries— (I'm  not counting the 
Communists who m ere ly  rang the 
old propaganda changes). However, 
the Independent M a n c h e s t e r  
Guardian, long known as the rock 
o f libe ra lism  and likew ise as an 
outstanding voice in B ritish  jo u r­
nalism , took a d iffe ren t tone. The 
G ua id ian  always has been exceed­
ing ly  well in form ed concerning the 
United States and probably under­
stands Am erica as w ell as any 
foreign newspaper. I t  said:

“ M r. T rum an 's program  is an 
ind ica tion tha t socialism  is not 
the only path for the le ft. Its 
goal m igh t be called the insur­
ance state. Its  method the de­
libera te shortening of the odds 
against the weak. Hut w ithout 
abandoning the basica lly in­
d iv idua lis t way of life  which is 
aeerpted as cha rac te ris tica lly  
A m erican.”

Comment from  the extrem e righ t 
in this country, in congress und out, 
chose to see Skipper T rum an cha rt­
ing a course fo r the Ship of State 
which veered fa r to the le ft of cen­
ter, in fact headed s tra igh t fo r the 
rocks on which free enterprise, in ­
d iv idua l in itia tive , in fact a ll phases 
o f cap ita lism , would be sunk w ith ­
out a trace.

That, however, was not the op in­
ion of the m a jo rity  of the Repub­
lican party , and, ulready signs are 
showing that i t  isn 't the in tention of 
the m a jo rity  of the Dem ocrats to let 
such a catastrophe overtake us. 
even if  they th ink the Skipper would 
be w illin g  to risk it, which they 
don 't believe he is.

The u la rm is ts  point to the ra ther 
s ta rtlin g  suggestion on the pa rt of 
the President that the governm ent 
study production w ith  a view  is 
o ffe ring  loans to the steel, and other 
industries fo r expansion of plants 
and increased production.

m ysterious rem arks, it  m ig h t in ­
d ica te  tha t there is o r was an 
elem ent in the Soviet leadership 
which fe lt i t  was be tte r to t ry  to 
get along w ith  us.

The explanation of the contro­
versy among Russia;, economists 
is th is : Soviet fore ign po licy, 
spec ifica lly  maintenance of the 
cold war, is supposed to be based 
on a be lie f tha t the United States is 
headed d irec tly  toward another de­
pression. This "b u s t"  w ill so sap 
our s trength tha t a ll the Soviets w ill 
have to do is to take us over w ith  
l i t t le  o r no rea l m ilita ry  struggle. 
(The revo lt of the p ro le ta ria t) We’ ll 
be too down and out to help an ti­
com m u n is t Europe. The anti-com ­
m un is t countries w ill fa ll easily in to 
Com m unist contro l. Then we can be 
beaten la rge ly  by in filtra tio n , f if th  
colum n “ action com m ittees" and
other methods because there w ill be 
general unem ploym ent, discontent 
and general chaos.

This belief Is based on the 
teachings of M arx  and I.enin 
tha t cap ita lism  is bound to de­
stroy itse lf because it  produces 
“ boom and bust”  cycles which 
grow Increasing ly worse, and 
therefore, i t  is im possible fo r a 
cap ita lis t country to try  to do 
anything perm anent fo r the 
masses to increase the ir stand­
ard of liv in g .

Now, however, along comes V a r­
ga, in troduc ing  a new argum ent. He 
argues that by adopting measures 
which he describes as “ state so­
c ia lis m " any m a jo r depression in 
the United States can be prevented 
o r at least postponed fo r 10 or 20 
years. I f  this thesis were accepted

A new, e ffic ien t device fo r p ro­
ducing finer, sm oother seedbeds is 
the “ Soil Surgeon”  now on the m a r­
ket.

Designed fo r use in a plowed 
fie ld only, the device does the com ­
bined w ork o f a double-disc, spiked 
toothed ha rrow  and a floa t—and 
m anufacturers declare it  gives the 
fa rm e r a finer, sm oother seedbed 
in h a lf the o rd in a ry  tim e.

The exclusive se of the soil su r­
geon a fte r p low ing does not tu rn  up 
do rm ant weed seeds or plowed- 
under vegetation, thus g iv ing  a 
cleaner g row ing crop and rich e r 
soil. I t  levels the ground, fills  a ll 
a ir  pockets, and seals the m oistu re

Famous B aseball Duels

IT  H A R D LY  seems possible tha t in 
in less than tw o m onths several 

thousands o f ba llp layers  w ill be 
headed fo r the sun again, south or 
west.

In the meanwhile, the hot stove
’.eague is ge tting  ho tte r now that 

foo tba ll is packed 
away
belongs 
s t o v e  
fea ture

This “ soil surgeon" is designed 
fo r use In a plowed field only. I t  
does the work of a double-disc, a 
spike-toothed ha rrow  and a float 
—and is said to g ive you a finer, 
sm oother seedbed in  ha lf the 
tim e.

in the soil, thereby m aking  fo r 
qu icke r ge rm ina tion  and e h igher 
y ie ld .

S turdy and sim ple, the soil sur­
geon consists o f tw o heavy steel 
pans w ith  raised sides, to p e rm it 
loading w ith  d ir t  fo r added weight. 
These m ay be used s ing ly  o r bolted 
together, depending on the desired 
w id th  to be covered.

To the bottom  of each pan are 
bolted 20 double-edged cu ltiva to r

by the Soviets it would w iser to I kn lves, cach provided w ith  ,  bear. 
cooperate w ith  the United States 
and other non-Communist coun-

ing to pe rm it it  to fo llow  easily 
, , . and au tom atica lly  the tra c to r 's  line

- 5 - ake_  0.r. g ra :,tCd of ,ravel These heavy-duty knives 
slice the four and one-half inches of 
soil in to one-inch strips, w h ile  the

where i t  
And one 
l e a  g u e 

has been 
the argum ent in ­
vo lv ing  T ris  Speak­
er a n d  Joe D i- 
M aggio. Here’s one 
leading exam ple:

“ Dear S ir: The 
other n igh t we sat 
around and, a fte r 

the inevitab le  la te-hour discussion of 
the com parative ab ilite s  of Joe 
Louis and Jack Dempsey, na tu ra l­
ly  the ch itchat sw itched to the a ll- 
tim e baseball team . One man 
averred that there should be a place 
fo r Joe D iM aggio. T ha t he is such 
a great star tha t i t  seem rid icu lous 
to  bar him .

“ I t  was pointed out tha t c u r­
ren tly , and fo r the last 20 years 
or more, the a ll-tim e  ou tfie ld  
has been made up of Ty Cobb, 
Babe Ruth and T r is  Speaker, 
and which of those three could 
a fellow toss out in favo r of D i- 
Maggio, no m a tte r how great 
Joe is. I t  was said we could 
throw out Speaker, tha t >ld 
T ris  had been on ly a great f ly ­
catcher and tha t he d idn ’ t rea lly  
rank w ith  Cobb and Ruth and 
DiM aggio.

When I  got home, I  got out the 
record book to look up T r is ’ records 
and I am convinced tha t D iM aggio 
is forever locked out o f the a ll-tim e  
outfie ld . Surely, no one questions 
the righ ts of Cobb and Ruth and, 
a fte r a b it of study, no one can 
query the r ig h t of Speaker to the 
center fie ld  spot, either.

“ Now look. In  the ¿2 seasons, 
em bracing 1907 through 1928, a ll 
T ris  did was average 344 at the 
dish, in 2,789 games and a fte r 10,- 
208 tim es at bat, du ring  which he 
got 3,515 hits. O nly Cobb, R abb it 
M aranv ille  and Hans Wagner went 
to bat more than 10,000 tim es th e  
only others in the h is to ry of !he 
games who h it safe ly m ore than 
3.000 tim es are such stars as Cap 
Anson, Cobb, Eddie Collins, Nap 
La jo ie , Wagner and
Even Ruth d idn ’ t 
category.

Grantland Rice

i PRETTY and easy way to 
keep furniture clean! This 

filet crochet is beginner - easy 
crochet that everyone will love 
to do.

Make this filet-crocheted chair-set or 
scarf ends. P a tte rn  7076 has charts; di­
rections.

Miniature Sawhorse
Is Shoe Shine Box

L-»

Our improved pattern—visual with easy- 
to-aee charts ana photos, and complete di­
rections—makes needlework easy.

Sewing Circle Needlecraft Dept. 
JM W. Randolph St. Chicago SO, I 

Enclose 20 cents for pattern.
N o _______________
N a m »
Address-

Standardization Reduces
Types of Electric Motors

Standardization, in the case of 
one electrical manufacturing com­
pany alone, has slashed the num­
ber of types of fractional horse­
power motors produced from 25,- 
000 to fewer than 4,000.

Besi Known
HOME REMEDY TO RELIEVE

COUGHING 
DISTRESS

Only Vicks VapoRub gives you thia 
special P enetra ting-S tim ula ting  
action when you rub It on throat, 

:k a t '

Colds
bedtime:— 
upper bronchial

chest and bac
It PENETRATES to . . _______ _
tubes with special medicinal vapors. 
I t  STIMULATES chest and back surfaces 
like a warming poultice. And it
keeps working for -  -  r  _ .  _ j-,
h o u r s - e v e n  \ f  I  C  BC S  
while you sleepl xr v a u o r u s

11 the companies refuse to co­
operate, i t  was suggested the 
government-owned steel plants 
would be erected. That does 
sound like  a long step toward 
nationalisation of Industry. I lu t 
o ilie r observers, both those who 
consider the Idea fa ta l to free 
enterprise and those who be­
lieve In such governm ent-run 
ventures as the Tennessee V a l­
ley A u thority , consider it  more 
of a threat than a prom ise.

In that connection the recent con­
troversy behind the iron cu rta in  
which has fin a lly  leaked cut in 
specific and detailed fo rm  is in te r­
esting. One document consists of 
reports o f a three day conference 
of Soviet economists held last May, 
the other is a study of Russian 
economy during W orld War II. by 
a m em ber of the a ll powerfu l poht- 
hurts. Both documents attack the 
theories of Eugene Varga, interna- 
t ion a lly  known Russian economist 
and fo rm er d irec to r of the World 
Ins titu te  of Economics in Moscow

Those ‘Anxious* 
Russian Leaders

Thi contro .ird in t
W alter L ipp i nan, may be the real
basis of Pres Ident T rum an ' s Kansas
City statemi-nt tha t the te  were
“ certa ir i lea dv rs '' In Ru s u *  who
were "exee edingly anxious”  to
reach iin understanding w ith the
U nited State•a. Even tf the row
among the «economists w asn 't the
Inspirât ion fo r the P resident's

tha t our economic system as w e ll as 
the irs  is going to continue for some 
tim e. On tha t theory It would be to 
the Soviets' in terests, fo r the pres­
ent at least, for the K re m lin  and the 
White House to play ball.

What are the measures of "s ta te  
soc ia lism " Varga is ta lk in g  about?

The various social and w e lfa re  
proposals like  expanded social se­
cu rity , national health insurance, 
federal aid to education, under­
takings like  the Tennessee V a lley  
A u thority  and the m any o ther re ­
form s which started under the New 
Deal, and which President T rum an 
now urges should be ca rried  fo r­
ward or expanded.

In the early  pa rt of the P res i­
dent's state of the union message 
he announced in popular language 
the underly ing theory of his ad­
m in is tra tion . He said:

"W e have re jected the dis­
credited theory tha t the fo r­
tunes of the Nation should be in 
the hands of the priv ileged  few. 
We have abandoned the 'tr ic k le -  
down' concept of national pros­
pe rity . Instead, we believe tha t 
our economic system should 
rest on a dem ocra tic  foundation 
and tha t w ealth should be 
created for the benefit of a l l. ”

W hether or not the m a jo rity  of 
the people have re jected that theory 
rem ains to be seen. There are s t ill 

I many people who believe tha t no 
j country can be prosperous unless it  
| is strong at the top and that it  can­

not be strong at the top, tha t busi­
ness and industry  cannot prosper, 
unless free en terprise have the 

j widest libe rty  possible. That cap ita l 
should be encouraged by the in ­
centive of p ro fit to take risks and
challenge com petition That govern- ' 

I ment in terference destroys the tni- 
. tla tive  which has made the country 
I great. That once business is un­

shackled by federal bureaucracy, 
the benefits flow  (not t r ic k le ' down 
and spread out to benefit the whole

, people
Tlie National Association of State

Chambers of Commerce, one of a 
hundred business organizations tes­
tify in g  against a b i l ' which would 
would pe rm it the TVA to bu ild  a 

i new steam p lan t at Johnsonville.
] said:

’ ’ . . . thia governm ent can­
not c o n t i n u e  much longer 
to a i d  In the g r o w t h  
of tax-exem pt or g o v e r n -  
menl-ow ned enterprise», thus 
narrow ing the na tion 's  tax base, 
w ithou t th row ing greater bu r­
den» upon the rem a inder of the 
taxpayer» an-* w ithout gradually 
s trang ling  free enterprise to 
death "

action of the pan pulverizes, 
smooths and levels the sliced soil

! in a way not approached by any 
| other instrum ent cu rre n tly  in. use

on the fa rm .
The field should firs t 'be worked 

| in the d irec tion  of plowing, using 
as m any sections side by side as 
the tra c to r can p u ll w ith  weight 
adjusted. The fina l finish is ob­
tained by pu lling the soil surgeon 
across the line ot furrow s. The 
soil surgeon should also be used as 
a crust breaker fo r  a ll oncoming 
crops to m ulch and k il l sm all
weeds.

Pacific Island Farm

"P ig «  is p ig« ," no m a tte r where 
you find them —even on the Pa- 
e ille  island of Guam in the M a ri­
ana«. Dn farm » established by the 
t S. naval governm ent on Guam. 
Au ieriean sailor« ln - t r u i t  natives 
in m odern a g rie u ltu ra l method». 
Produce from  the fa rm s Is used 
fo r naval personnel (who are fond 
of footi anyway) and fo r the re­
ha b ilita tio n  of the natives. In the 
photo an A m e rira n  seaman Is 
d riv in g  some of the pigs to teed.

P roper C arb uretor U se  
C uts Farm  F u el C osts

heavy tra c to r opera ting  under 
a load w ith  the carbu re to r s ligh tly  
out of ad justm ent m ay bum  a ha lf I 
gallon m ore fuel per hour. In  the I 
average SO days a year tha t fa rm  ' 
trac to rs  operate, the tra c to r m ay ! 
burn 250 gallons m ore fuel annually 
than i t  should.

P roper ca rbure to r adjustm ent 
would save 10 per cent of the to la l 
fue l burned in fa rm  trac to rs  an­
nually .

“ The only others to top his 
life tim e  ba tting  record were 
Cobb, Rogers Hornsby, Dan 
Delahanty, B il ly  H am ilton  and 
W illie  Keeler. Ruth is two points 
back. T h ink of the other greats 
who couldn’ t bang .344 in the ir 
careers, and T ris  d id  it  fo r 22 
years!

“ He's in the book fo r h ittin g  50 
o r m ore doubles in five  d iffe ren t 
years, showing his am az'ng speed, 
and a knack of tak ing  the extra  base 
tha t D iM aggio has. He leads in ‘ he 
m a tte r of two base h its, w ith  793. 
Aside from  those figures. Speaker 
also shares the record fo r most 
assists from  the ou tfie ld  in one 
season—35. He once was g u ilty  of 
pe rpe tra ting  a p a ir o f unassisted 
double plays In a season, and his 
m a rk  of fou r trip le s  in  his three 
W orld Series stands alone.

“ I 'm  sorry  tha t D iM agg io  can’ t 
m ake it, but the book w on 't y ie ld. 
Speaker was good. I t  says so.

Caswell A dam s."
• • •

S p eaker vs. D iM a g g io
The S pcaker-D iM aggio duel is 

a tough one to analyze. In add ition  | 
to being hard and tim e ly  h itte rs, 
both were great ou tfie lders. Dn the 
defensive side alone, they were 
be tte r than Cobb and Ruth. Both 
had be tte r arm s than Cobb and 
both were faster than the Babe.

Speaker had a bette r chance 
to show his a ll-around outfie ld  
a b ility  than D iM aggio . He played 
In the day of the dead or at 
least deader ba ll. This gave him 
a chance fo r a nuch longer 
range.

Speaker was a star at going back 
fo r  a b a ll—and so is D iM aggio. Both 
could also come in. Speaker .as a 
m aster at fie ld in g  ground balls, 
perhaps the best in baseball.

No one would be m ore dangerous 
In a pinch than D iM agg io  has been 
—w ith  men on bases, w a iting  o te  
d riven  home I doubt that D iM aggio 
can ever reach Speaker s a ll-tim e 
ba tting  m a rk  of 344. Few have 
ever passed th is set of figures.

Connie M ack has the Idea 
that there should be new base­
ba ll rankings every 2« years 
since so m any things change.
This is a good idea.

D iM aggio then would certa in ly  
•lead tlie  new order—d a ting  back to 
1920 or 1925. Or possibly beginning 
w ith  1930, when Cobb and Speaker 
were through — when Babe was 
fad ing—when Wagner and Collins 
and La jo ie  had a ll finished.

I F YOU have been looking for a 
1 serviceable as well as decora­
tive shoeshine box, the one illus­
trated above will prove of spe­
cial interest. Actually it’s a mini­
ature copy of a sawhorse con­
verted into a shoeshine box. Be­
ing of sturdy construction, it can 
be used as a “step-up” when 
needed in the kitchen, storeroom 
or in closets. The large box pro­
vides ample storage space for 
brushes, polishes and other need- 

Paui Wauer. ! ed shoe shining equipment. You 
make that ! also flnd this cabinet an ideal 

place to store floor waxes, pol­
ishes, etc.

« » *
The full size printed paper pattern  of­

fered below really takes the m ystery out 
of building. Each component p a r t  of the 

I box is reproduced full size. A lter cutting 
all parts, according to the pattern , each 
one is fastened in exact position indicated. 
Since only sm all pieces of wood are  need­
ed, one or several of these clever boxes 
can be built a t sm all cost.

Send 25c for Sawhorse Shoeshine Box 
P atte rn  No. 45 to Easi-Bild P a tte rn  Com­
pany. Dept. W, Pleasantville, N. Y.

Seamstresses will save time, ef­
fort and thread if they use scotch 
tape instead of basting material.

— • —
Did you know that shellac will 

turn white with the absorption of 
water or moisture?

— • —
When you cut ribbon off a roll to 

make hair bows, use pinking 
shears to avoid frayed ends.

A wooden skewer is just the ar- I 
tide to dip into those corners of 
the cake and bread tins to get 

! after the obstinate crumbs.
—  • —

When washing cut glass or 
pressed glass articles, apply sudsy 

j water with a small hand brush to 
get into the crevices.

— • —
Use up leftover pickle juice by 

pouring it over sliced cooked beets 
and allowing the beets to marinate 
in it. Serve the beets as a relish 

j or on salad greens.
—  • —

If there is an elderly person or 
child in your home, burn a low 

. wattage light all night in the hall 
or bathroom to insure against ac­
cidents.

YnV

Getting Deaf?
Thousands now know there is no excuse 
for letting deafness kill the joy of living. 
An amazing new radionict hearing device 
has been perfected in the great Zenith? 
Radio laboratories —so simple — so easy to 
use it can be sent to you for 10-day free 
trial.* Ready to wear, no individual fit­
ting necessary. Accepted by the American 
Medical Association, Council on Physical 
Medicine. Come out of that world of 
Silence. Write today for full details to 
Zenith Radio Corp., Hearing Aid Divi­
sion, Dept. 19- PO, 5801 Dickens Ave., 
Chicago 39, Illinois. Made by the makers 
of world-famous Zenith Radios.
•T ria l offer available on direct sales by Zenith 
Radio Corporation or Its subsidiaries. f®

CHILDREN
Toil'll be proud ot
your stro n g , 
husky children 
when you give 
th e m  S c o tt's  
Emulsion every 
day! Scott's is
a “gold mine” /  
of n a tu ra l A  AD 
Vitamins and energy-building natural 
oil. Helps children grow right, develop 

sound teeth , strong  bones. 
Helps ward off colds when they 
lack enough A&D Vitamin  
food. Many doctors recommend 
i t  Economical. Buy today at 
your drug store.

MORE than just a tonic —
it ’s powerful nourishment!

SCOTTS EMULSION
tNERGV TONIC

-M a d e  ESPECIALLY For

K ID D IE S ' 
CHEST COLDS

to reliev«_coughs-acliing musei«».'
Child » Mild MUSTEROLE

Are you going through the func­
tional 'middle age' period peculiar 
to women (38 to 52 yra ) ? Does thia 
make you suffer from hot Baahea, 
feel to  nervous, hlghstrung. tired f 
Then do try Lydia E. Plnkham's 
Vegetable Compound to relieve such 
eymptoms Plnkham'e Compound 
also has what Doctors call a sto­
machic tonic effect I

LYDIA E. PINKHAM'S SSXSS&
WNU-13 04—49

SORB, OHAPPEO UPS ?
Quick relief with
MENTHOLATUM
•  Don f go on suffering from 
painful, dry, cracked l ip a -  
reach for Mentholacum. Feel 
fast-acting Mentholatutn'a fa­
mous combination of menthol, 
camphor and other ingredients 
soothe tender lip skin, rewire 
dried-out skin cells, help them 
retain needed moisture. Soon 
smarting pain leaves, lips feel 
smoother—it'» a pleasure to 
smile again. In tubes sod jars— 
J5<and 7J< sizes.

MENTHOLATUM


