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Salaries of Athletes 
'  ■ 'H E Y  were ta lk in g  about the 
1 money a professional athlete 

could make, and how much most of 
these athletes were w orth  

In  the firs t place, among e ight or 
ten o ld-tim e w rite rs , in the discus­
sion it  was genera lly voted that the 
r in g  business was the most lopsid­
ed. This means that
fa r  overpaid and the 
fa r underpaid.

F o r example, Joe 
bowled over close to 
do lla rs  fo r his 62 .
fights. Now four 
m illio n  do lla rs is 
quite  a chunk 
m ore than any S* 
other contestant H? 
c o u ld  c o l l e c t  
from

Louis has 
four m illio n

P IA Y IN 6  FOR. M B PS  AGAINST H IM  A IN V  6 *A A  
b l i n .‘ -ru e  w a y  < U N p e /ts T A h t»  g a m b u N j 

STAND SOitrtE SLIGHT O fA A Ic f O f  W IN N IN G /'*

“ W A IT  HERE, I ’ l l  OO IN , T U A N  O N T H C  CNARIM 
A N D  G E T  ENO UG H FOA. B O T H  O F U $  T O

see a s h o w / "
any other ^ 7

game- fA b o v e  t h a t  '  
we l l  say Louis ,*  Z  / , y /  
p i c k e d  u p  350  ;
thousand do lla rs
fo r his last fight. Babe Ruth 

i That is about the pay tha t 10 of
the highest-paid ba llp layers would 
get fo r an en tire  season of 154 
games.

Rut a fte r a ll. the fight cham ­
pion collects because he can 
draw . When two ha ll clubs meet 
there may be 50 ba ll p layers 
engaged. When fighters meet, 
only two In the m ain  event get 
any real money, and one of these 
gets most of It. A fte r a ll. a con­
testant is entitled  to get his part 
of the swag which his draw ing 
power can earn.
Babe Ruth was paid as high as 

$80.000 a year. He was actua lly  
w orth  m ore than double this amount 
to his team, the league and base­
ba ll in general. I t  would be hard 
to measure how much he actually  
earned. I'v e  seen home teams 
draw ing  1,500 a game jum p  to 33.- 
000 when the Babe came along.

Few Get Rich
But, while  Jack Dempsey, Louis 

and Gene Tunney have a ll collected 
huge amounts, and a few others 
have picked up im p orta n t checks 
from  the fight game, the vast m a­
jo r ity  get l it t le  except queer noises 
in th e ir  skulls. I t ’s a tough game, 
i f  you make good. I t 's  a thousand 
tim es tougher when you don't. 

Com missioner Eddie Eagen
te lls  me there are m ore boxers 
than one m ight th ink  who are 
pu tting  away from  $50,000 to 
$60,000 a year. This Is am az­
ing when you figure the cut the 
m anager and his helpers get.
The fight game is good only to 

the few. For the others i t  is la rge ­
ly  a m a tte r of scram bled brains. 
I t  is not a profession to be recom ­
mended too h igh ly  to the' youth of 
the land.

Baseball and football are the two 
best average paying games, espe­
c ia lly  in  the h igher c ircu its .

Oddly enough, more than a lew 
young stars who dabble in both 
sports have to make certa in  d rastic  
decisions.

A lv in  D ark of the Braves was o f­
fered more to p lay football than he 
gets p lay ing baseball Dark picked 
baseball and the Braves.

C harley T rip p i tr ied  out both 
games, and th is season the ex- 
Georgia s tar decided to give a ll 
his tim e to the Chicago Cardinals, 
leaving baseball fiat. He found the 
com bination too much to .handle.

Chuck Conerly of M ississippi and 
Bobby Layne o f Texas were two 
baseball stars. Both had b righ t 
baseball futures Both picked foot­
b a ll w ith  the high guarantees now 
offered.

Years ago. W alter Hager^ could 
have been a noted big league star 
—one of the greatest in  the game. 
Ilagcn  picked go lf and then pro ­
ceeded to ro ll up a m illio n  do lla rs 
in  a few years—which the carefree 
H aig p rom p tly  spent.

Joe Gordon was an Oregon great 
at footba ll before he sw itched en­
t ire ly  to  baseball. Torgerson of the 
Braves was another footba ll star 
who picked baseball fo r a m oney­
m aker. There are m any others I 
could mention.

Rail players hast Longer
One th ing  to be rem em bered Is 

tha t one lasts longer, on a general 
average, at baseball than he does at 
foo tba ll. The wear and tear isn 't 
so expensive.

A big league ba llp layer w ith  
any p a rticu la r m e rit should be 
good fo r 12 or 14 years. Few 
footba ll p layers last that long. 
The Mel Heins, Mammy Baughs 
and Sid Luekmans are scarce.
Bob F e lle r leads both leagues In 

the way of a pay check at some­
th ing  like  $85.000 a year, which, so 
fa r  th is dizzy year, Rapid Robert 
hasn 't come close to earning.

Ted W illiam s is next, and Joe Di- 
M aggio is th ird . They get fro m  $60. 
000 to $75.000 and are earn ing  it  ev­
ery day as two of the leading stars. 
Stan M usial gets nothing like  these 
amounts, although the C ard ina l b r i l ­
lia n t is w orth as m uch as any man 
in the game. There w ill be a big 
resh ifting  of values next yea r—up 
and down.

M usial is d raw ing  something like 
$32.000 th is season, but at his pres­
ent pace i f  he isn 't a $60,000 en try  
they have no ba llp layers in  the Na 
Uonal league.

NANCY By Ernie Bushmiller
/  S LU G G O 'S  T W O

HOURS’ LATE FOR 
OUR D A TE ,----- -

OBSERVATORY T he  b ird  d e s ig n —m o s t p o p u la r  
new  idea  fo r  c h a ir  se ts ! M a ke  these 
g ra c e fu l b lu e b ird s  in  easy p in e ­
a pp le  design  c ro c h e t— th e y ’ re  so 
s m a r t !

B lu e b ird  c h a ir  s e t—a g ra c e fu l 
touch  fo r  a n y  ro o m . P a tte rn  656 
has c ro c h e t d ire c tio n s  fo r  set.

L a u ra  W he e le r’s new , im p ro v e d  
p a tte rn  m ake s  n e e d lew o rk  so s im ­
p le  w ith  its  c h a rts , pho tos, conc ise  
d ire c tio n s .

- — W IL L  VOU T A K E  
A  L O O K  D O W N T O W N  

A N D  S E E  IF  
S L U G G O 'S  A T  T H E  

B A L L  P A R K  ?

By MargaritaLITTLE REGGIE
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T H E  Q U ES TIO N S

1. H ow  m any matches can be 
made from  a pine tree?

2. How m any doughnuts arc eat­
en in  th is  coun try  every year?

3. W ha t Is the la rgest p r in tin g  
p lan t in  the w orld?

4. W ha t color w ill keep flies 
away ?

5. W ha t Is the only insect capa­
ble o f fe rt il iz in g  clover?

6. W ha t states does now a llow  
divorce ?

T H E  ANSW ERS

M UTT AND JEFF By Bud Fisher

V/HÄT? WHKTSA B iS  IDEA 

\  GETTIN ' me out of BED
---  iA fc. AT TWO I

A M .? J

HELLO, ROOM 202? 
THIS IS JEFF,THE 

ROOM CLERK/ j

WELL, X GO OFF DUTY NOW, 
ANO MV PAL, MUTT , <
GOES ON I HELL CALL Ì  

> Y O u  AT X- ( 
'  - " i  Ô 3 0 / 4

YOU WANTED ME TO 
CALL YOU AT Ô 30 f  
IN THE M0RN iN 6? V *

I  JUST CALLED 

UP TO TELL YOU 

> ITS TWO A .M . /

BLAN KETy

BLANK I
1. N o t a ll the tree is made Into 

matches. Average pine yields over 
300 board feet o f lum ber plus 
enough p lank to make a m illion
matches.

2. Over seven billion.
3. The U. 8. Government P r in t­

ing  o ffice , W ashington D. C.
4 Blue, according to some ex­

perts.
5. The bumble-bee.
6. South Carolina.

JITTER By Arthur Pointer

domT 
SHUT THAT

D O O R / >

M tS S  BLOWING )/ 
A GALE OUTSIDE .. 
PORCH CHAIRS MAY 
BLOW INTO THE .  
FRONT WINDOWS X

V  N O W  YOU 'VE 
D O N E  I T ' . . . I T 'S

THUNDERING SO LOUD 
S U S IE  C A N T  H E A R  

S  T H E  K N O C K E R  .

Earm E ire Protection
Departm ent of agricu ltu re  esti­

mates that the damage caused by 
gasoline and kerosene fires costs 
Am erican farm ers approxim ately 
six m illion  dollars annually. Incor­
rect storage of these liquids is re ­
sponsible for the loss. Underground 
tanks provide the best protection for 
large amounts of flammable liquids, 
while galvanized steel gas or o il 
cans are best for sm all amounts.

REG LAR FELLERS By Gene Byrne«

WHY DON'T YOU 
ATOP THAT SILLY 

JUGGLING AND 
CARRY THEfK f  

Y SENSIBLY  
I  A N O 'S A F E L Y ’ ,

b ut  it  seems 
A  L O T  S A F E R . 
T 'H A N D L E .  'E M  

TFT O TH E R . W A T .

JININIY 0UÖAN 
THAT 3  NO 

r  WAY TO V- 
<  CARRY À 
, ?  E û G j ' Z /

okay
(HÄILY'

STUFFY NOSTRILS?
QUICK RELIEF WITH ----- , ■ ■
MFHTHOLATUM r ,
“77 SOOTHES A 0  

(—1 IRRITATED I , i f - L ' 
MEMBRANES/ / A .

OPENS UP 
STUFFY 

NOSTRILS

SUNNYSIDE

WHZ STRETCH
COME ON IN ' WH Y YOU 
( look live a million.*

-UAVEN'T YOU UEAPD, MV DEAU 1
FELLOW?' I'VE FINALLY CONSENTED
TO EMPLOYMENT.... AND MP BIM8LV

WAS FORTUNATE ENUFF r'
TO SECURE MV \  ,

[SERVICE57,-to<  A* S x DOtrr tu n  ¡if,
t H  I  s.

VIRGIL
it  MIGHT fee A ; 

G O O D IDEA /
(  NO0OOV THERE KNOWS \  

L S  M B -S O  NOBOOy <
- WILL KNOW )
r ; M SKIPPING < 

<53ff i  SCHOOL )

5 H U X - Î M  N O T R E A D V  
TO GO PACK TO SCHOOL  
V E T  ___

DO VO U  
NEED A0 0  YOU 

N E E D  A 
VACATIO N

IOWA

A MCKESSON A BOBBINS PROOICT

38%
BRIGHTER

TEETH

CALOX
TOoTh POWDE*[4

R


