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News Conferences Net Few Leads
Truman’s Press Confabs 
Lick Color of FDR’s

By BAÜKHAGE
\ r u  i /In a lili and C om m entator.

W MJ Service, 1816 Eye Street, N. W. 
Washington. D. C. 

WASHINGTON -  President T ru
man held his 100th W hite House 
press and radio conference recen tly  

He said he had enjoyed them a ll 
The reporters, he said, had been 
la ir ;  had reported the facts.

Thank you, M r President.
“ How have I  been?”  he m ight 

have asked us, but d idn 't.
On the way back from  the White 

House that w indy 100th day, some 
of us discussed 
the question. That

[ 100th conference 
was the firs t since 

i his F lorida  tr ip  
. w h ic h  b e g a n  
| when the Sacred 

Cow winged its 
way from  the na­
tional a i r p o r t ,  
some 30 m inutes 
a fte r M r T rum an 
le ft the cham ber 

I o f the house of 
re p re s e n ta t iv e s  
where he had de 

Raukhage livered his h isto­
r ic  message. 

Meanwhile, the new declaration of 
Am erican po licy had wakened thou­
sands and thousands of words, spo­
ken and prin ted  in every nation and 
in almost every newspaper In the 
world. D iplom ats, generals, states­
men, people big and litt le , had 
quaked or exulted. So we na tu ra lly  
looked for something very hot to 
w rite  about as a resu lt o f our firs t 
White House conference thereafter.
We d idn ’ t get It.

We did hear fo rm er Ambassador 
to Poland A rth u r B liss Lane's blast 
against Com m unism ; we found out 
that the President was a left-handed 
bow ler (he had Just been present­
ed w ith a bow ling a lle y ); we were 
assured that he was concerned about 
r is ing  prices; we listened to h im  ex­
press the hope that industry would 
see ' the handw riting  on the w a ll"  
and stop an upward sp ira l which 
would b ring  fo rth  renewed wage

of type that a lm ost always appeared 
a fte r a Roosevelt news conference.

We wondered why Looking back 
over the hundred conferences w ith 
M r. T rum an, we agreed they had 
been p re tty  good. But of late, we 
agreed, It required a b it of d igg ing 
to get the news. Roosevelt usually 
gave us something which, even i f  
i t  wasn t news, had a strong human 
in terest appeal. Even i f  i t  were only 
a s tr ik in g  s im ile  like  the one Roose­
ve lt used in connection w ith lend- 
lease.

(You m ay rem em ber, he said that 
i f  a neighbor's house was on fire, 
you na tu ra lly  would lend h im  your 
hose i f  his weren’t long enough, not 
only to help h im  save his home but 
also to keep your own from  catch­
ing  fire. And you w ouldn 't demand 
paym ent fo r its  use. A fte r the fire 
was out the ne ighbor would give 
back the hose o r pay fo r i t  w ith  , 
w hatever he had to o ffe r in  re tu rn .)

Even the anti-Roosevelt papers 
would have to report stories like  I 
that, whether they agreed w ith the I 
idea behind them o r not.

And If Roosevelt hadn't any spe- | 
c lflc  comm ent on the im portan t 1 
news o f the day, he frequently would 
make use of a parable o r give us a 
hom ily , which showed us how he

NEW  BLOOD FOR A IL IN G  FOAL . . . Blood transfusions are no nov- 
I y . nx°7 ’ even in the an im a l wor,d- T h i» tin y  co lt, suffering from  a 
Joint in fection, is being given a blood transfusion.

IT  M AY in terest you to know what 
various ba ll players, scouts and 

managers th in k  about the next two 
pennant races. T ak ing  a general 
consensus, here is the vote in both
leagues.

In  the N ationa l league, the Dodg­
ers are sure to be an im proved team, 

w ith  m ore experi­
ence and greater 
c o n s is te n c y  in  
p i t c h in g .  Youth 
rides fas te r from  
m idsum m er on. 
But the Chrdinals 
are also much 
s t r o n g e r  th a n  
they looked to be 
a year ago—espe­
c ia lly  w ith  George 
M unger and John- 

Beazley
M . Cooper

NEWS REVIEW

German Miners Strike; 
British Draft Extended

H ow  to T ake Care 
O f the N ew  Baby

bringing ÜPJM4

After-Bath Care
ANY new m others wonder 

w hether to put oil or powder 
! on baby’s skin afte r a bath. Which 
you use isn’t so im portant. What 
kind you use is v ital, however.

Some baby powders contain stearate of 
zinc. I f  this chemical is inhaled, a serious 
and often fatal form of pneumonia de­
velops. You can safely use talcum  pow­
der. • •  •

Taking care of a new babv is a fu ll­
tim e Job Our new booklet No 203 can 
help you in countless ways. Send 25 cents 
• coin» for • Babv ( a re” to Weekly News­
paper Service. 243 West 17th St.. New  
»ork 11, N. V. P rin t name, address, 
booklet title  and No. 203.

M
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was th ink ing  on the subject, sont, 
th ing  that managed to get his ideas 
over and furn ish  us w ith  the back­
ground we needed to In te rp re t the 
da ily  happenings.

We ta lked the 100th press confer­
ence over, lam enting tha t nothing 
had come out of i t  which would c la r­
ify  the G reek-Turkish aid program . 
We regre tted tha t President Trum an 
hadn't in jected a lit t le  m ore of h im ­
self into the meeting I t  would have 
been to the advantage of the news 
fo lk, the program  Itse lf, the peo­
ple who were try in g  to get support 
fo r It.

Of course, there was reason for 
M r. T rum an's reticence. He had 
been critic ized  ea rly  in his adm in is­
tra tion  to r  answering some ques­
tions too g lib ly . He had suffered

Newspaper men and radio rasters < rowd eagerly about President 
H um an  In one oí his 11)0 press conferences.

GERMANY
Strikes for Food

Coal m iners In G erm any's Ruhr
area are s tr ik in g  fo r la rger food 
rations fo r themselves and the ir 
fam ilies. This region is in  the B r it ­
ish zone. M ore than 300.000 m iners 
have been o ff the job  at various 
tim es in  dem onstrations against 
what they consider inadequate food 
allowances. Most of the R uhr's 170 
m ines have been idle at some tim e 
o r other d u ring  the past two weeks.
The R uhr is the heart o f industria l 
G erm any, containing coal and iron 
mines, steel m ills  and other heavy 
industries.

B rit ish  au thorities have been ap­
pealing. fo r the most pa rt fu tlle ly .
Io the m iners to rem ain  on the job.
The situa tion  has been getting 
worse fo r some tim e, la rge ly  as a 
resu lt o f B r it ish  in a b ility  to obtain 
and transport la rge enough quanti­
ties of foodstuffs to m ain ta in  a m in ­
im um  subsistence diet. Heavy 
workers feel the lack even more 

| acutely, and troub le  has been brew- ) 
ing a ll w in ter.

C urta ilm en t o f coal output has 
1 serious consequences, not only fo r i 
[ Germ any, but fo r 13 European 
i countries now rece iv ing 10 per cent 
, o f the G erm an coal production,
j E le c tr ic  power reductions soon w ill R \D\K 

become necessary in these nations, 
i i t  is feared. In  an e ffo rt to  ease the 
| situation, B ritish  authorities are 

rush ing a ll ava ilab le  food from  
other parts of th e ir zone.BRITAIN:

other 2,013 m ines under federal con­
tro l have reopened. I t  is estimated 
that coal output has been reduced 
about one-sixth by the closing order.

John L. Lewis, who was tes tify ­
ing before a house labor subcom­
m ittee when Secretary K rug  issued 
the order, commented,

“ I point out that Secretary Krug 
is doing now what he should have 
done ever since the safety code be­
came effective He’s started to en­
force his own code a fte r 111 deaths.”ICELAND:
4sh Ruins Farms

Ashes from  the fu riously  erupting 
Mount Hekla are ru in ing  pastures 
in a large area around the cone, ! 
which is situated in southern Ice­
land. The volcanic dust is three 
inches th ick, and constantly getting  
deeper. I t  is feared that 17 farm s, 
20 to 30 m iles from  the volcano, w ill 
be ruined.

Three m ain volcanic craters are 
active. Streams o f lava two m iles 
wide and 48 feet high are flowing 
from  the mountain. Boulders hurled 
into the a ir  explode like  a rt il le ry  
shells. F arm ers  are slaughtering 
the ir livestock and m oving out of 
the ash-coverd area

Peacetime Draft

demands; we asked fo r but got "no 
com m ent" on a number of b ills  " in  
the works”  because the President 
won t ta lk  about "pending leg is la­
tion —and he applied the same rule 
to the G reek-Turkish a ffa ir.

We also were handed a good laugh 
out o f comm ent on the famous faux 
pus made by Gael Sullivan, deputy 
cha irm an of the national Dem ocrat­
ic  com m ittee while the President 
was away. Su llivan almost disrupt-

from  spontaneous replies As a re­
sult he is now perhaps leaning a 
lit t le  too fa r backwards.

The White House press and radio 
Conference is a great Institu tion . It  

j provides a m edium  for b ring in g  the 
I people and th e ir  governm ent nearer 
! together than any other m edium  | 

which exists, except perhaps the ra r- 
| er fireside chat "  Noth ing like  It

exists anywhere else in the world. 
. . . .  .. . ----------- ■ 1 b u t It  is not an easy th ing  to handle

w n t . n ? r  .b’ n B i i "  P,>liCy"  bX The ro r r *«P"n“ 'n t .  are there to  get 
* 1 "  *  'h r  Republican national ' every sc in tilla  of news which thev 
com m ittee cha irm an and asking fo r th ink w ill Interest the ir readers and 
a jo in t statem ent supporting the T ru  listeners The President Is there to 
man plan on Greek aid reveal only what he th inks Is hfs

When somebody asked If Sullivan I duty to release in the pub lic  good, 
was th ink ing  of resigning there was j And he is also there to present his
considerable gaiety 

There were a num ber of othet I
questions which e lic ited  some m inor
•tones but no scream ing headlines .

H ere'» P oin t for  
R e tte r  Road*

Last year, some 34,677.0»» Ions of 
m ilk  were hauled over ru ra l ronds ! 
on the journey to m ilk  plants and 
dealers, according to a report from  1 
the Public Roads adm in is tra tion  eit- I 
ed by Charles M Upham of the 
Am erican Road Builders* sssoeia- 
Men.

F igures show the nation Is us- 1 
Ing 13 b illion  iH'uud.-, more of m ilk  1 
and various da iry  products at pres­
ent than tn prewar years D uring the 
p rew ar years, 193« to 1940, the aver- I 
age y e a rly  tonnage of m ilk  going I 
over ru ra l roads was 21.287 000 In | 
1945, 101 3 b illion  pounds of m ilk  
were sold from  farm s, return ing 
$3 070.380,000 to our farm ers, a good j 
percentage o f th e ir  annual cash In 
come.

The highway p lays the m ajor role 
In the transporta tion  o f m ilk  from  
the (arm  to the plant or d 
and to the customer, Upham 
out. Forty-n ine  of our large cities 
receive every drop ot m ilk  by h igh­
way, as do 54,000 comm um tie 
depend upon the highway for 
entire  food supply.

paler— 
points

s that 
the ir

side of a ll questions so that his 
m in is tra tion  
ligh t.

President Roosevelt was a past 
m aster at the a rt He seldom re­
fused to answer a question, fo r that 
jus t meant "no  news." He p re fe rred  
to fe in t and dodge In a m anner 
that produced some kind of an an­
swer which would suit his ends 
I resident T rum an has chosen to go 
Into a c linch ra ther than fe in t or 
r isk  a w ild  haymaker.

ad-

Recognizing the threat to peace 
that the Russian fore ign policy pre­
sents to B rita in , as w ell as to all 
the world, the parliam ent passed a 
peacetime conscription b ill, dis­
taste fu l as this is to the Labor gov­
ernment. A curious alignm ent com­
bined to force passage of the b ill as 
Conservatives jo ined w ith Laborites 
to  vote the act through. There was 
em barrassm ent on both sides, fo r 
m any o f the Labor party  members 
had voted against conscription at 
the beginning of the war. The Con­
servatives. led by Winston Church­
i l l .  re luc tan tly  favored a b ill spon­
sored by the pa rty  they ardently 
d is like . L ibera ls  and certa in  paci­
fis t Laborites voted "n o "  on b ill. 
The national service b il l extends 
the present conscrip tion laws fo r 
five years beyond January 1, 1949. 
I t  provides fo r 18 months of active 
service fo r a ll men 18 to 28. and 
five and a ha lf years of pa rt-tim e  
service.COAL MINES:
Closed as Dangerous

F ive  hundred and eighteen gov­
ernm ent-operated soft coal m ines

Tests are being made at the 
Washington, D. C. and Chicago a ir ­
ports to determ ine how p ractica l 
the ground approach contro l m eth­
od is fo r com m ercia l avia tion  This 
method, found successful by the 
a rm y  and navy a ir  corps, employs 
rada r to guide planes to a safe 
landing.

E xperim ents w ill be conducted 
also a t New York and eventua lly at 
other leading a irports. The test pe­
riod w ill continue, accord ing to 
C iv il Aeronautics adm in is tra tion  o f­
fic ia ls. u n til i t  is determ ined to what 
extent rada r could be used to sup­
p lem ent o r substitute fo r instrum ent 
landings.

appears in the best I have been closed down as unsafe by 
Secretary of the In te rio r K rug 
They w ill rem ain closed fo r an In­
defin ite  period, un til inspections In­
d ica te  that they are "reasonably 
sa fe ." Representatives o f m iners ' 
unions also w ill pass on the safety 
e lem ent in each m ine.

About 40,000 m iners  are employed 
In the 518 dangerous mines. The 
greatest risk. Secretary K rug  said, 
is from  explosive gas and dust. The

BO TTLE BABIES . . . M iss Avis 
Gunderson feeds three baby Call- 
Form« black bears, which were 
found in the redwood forests near 
W illits , C a lif., and given to San 
Francisco too.

s gifts

American Money Flows Abroad
W ASHINGTON —As evidence o t 

the huge amounts o f A m erican  
money being poured into fore ign 
countries, the comm erce departm ent 
estimates that residents of the U n it­
ed States sent 8298.900.000 to 
friends and re latives In other coun­
tries du ring  1946 In  addition, g ift 
parcels valued at 8125.500.000 were 
sent abroad last year.

The actual money sent was 810,- 
54X1.000 more than iq  1945 and 8100,- * '
000.000 more than in 1944, the de 
partm ent said.

N early  h a lf o f the 1946 money, or 
8143.800.000, went to Europe, w h ile

$8« .500 000 went to people in Canada, j 
M exico and La tin  A m erica ; 81 900.- | 

; 000 to A fr ic a . $80.000 000 to Asia, ' 
and 84 , 00,000 to A ustra lia  and other ■ 
Pacific ocean islands.

Am ong lnd ithdua l countries. Mex- 
ico got the la rgest sum. $44.000.000 ) 
Much o f th is represented money J 
earned in th is country by Mexican 
workera—la rge ly  engaged In fa rm  

and sent home to the ir fam i- I
Uea.

O ther large sums went out as fo l­
low»:

Ita ly , $28,000.000. China. 820.000.- 
000; Hongkong. 824 800.000; Great

»12.

aid.
thia

B rita in  and Northern Ire land . $17.- 
400.000. Bermuda and other B ritish  
dependencies in the Caribbean. 
200.000; Canada, $11.700.000.

Persons in  Greece, fo r which con­
gress now Is considering loan 
got $11.000.000 from  people in
country. The sum of $10 800 000 went 
to Sw itzerland. $10,700.000 to Swe­
den. $10.300.000 to Spain and $4 300 - 
000 to Palestine

t  n ited States residents sent 8800 - 
000 to Russia and the same amount 
to Egypt, tha sm allest sums record­
ed fo r any place listed In the report

ny Beazley back - 
to help out Polle t, Breecheen, D ick-1  
son and others.

The C ardina ls look to be the class 
of both leagues. They have a young _ w u i . t i u i  saruis 
hustling star ca tcher—a great p itch- ; ^ -*-« -» -^ -^ .» .^ .^ .« .0 . 
ing s ta ff—the best in fie ld  in baseball, 1 _ _  —
w ith  M usial. Schoendienst. M arion The Questions
and Kurowski, and one of the best I 1- W hat a re  the four cities re- 
outflelds. They have class and spir- ferred to in the railroad nicknam e 
it. They are not getting any young- | “ The Big F our” ?

2. When C aesar crossed the Ru­
bicon, which m an did he declare

I w ar upon?
3. W hat is a digam ist?
4. The favorite daughter of Mo­

ham m ed was called what?.
5. Which city is rated  the wind­

iest city in the United States?
6. How m any traveling  carnivals 

a re  there in the United S tates?
7. How m any Englishm en have 

occupied the papal throne?
8. T here’s one s tree t ca r or auto 

bus for every how m any persons 
in the United States?

er and there are s till a few “ ifs ' 
connected w ith  T e rry  M oore’s knee, 
the arm s of K urow ski and Slaugh­
ter, M arion ’s back and Johnny Beaz­
ley. But so fa r, these h igh ly  im p o r­
tant cogs seem to be g rind ing  
smoothly.

The serious experts I ’ve ta lked to 
J p ick B il ly  Southworth ’s Braves as 

the serious threat.
" I t  M ort Cooper picks up where 

! he le ft off last y e a r."  one scout to ld  
me. “ the Braves can challenge the 

| C ard ina ls and Dodgers. Cooper is 
j a great p itche r—not m ere ly  a good 

one. Southworth is two deep. E ll io t 
J w ill help a lot. The Braves can be 
1 a tough club to handle any t im e ."

Cubs for Fourth Place
The Spring vote fo r fourth  place ! 

j goes to the Cubs. A fte r that, i t  is ! 
anybody's scram ble, w ith  the P h il- I 
lies, G iants, P ira tes and Reds in a 
hard  d rive  to head the second d iv i­
sion. But the experts are cagey I 
enough to suggest tha t one of these I 
m ig h t reach the firs t d iv is ion.

The Cardinals are the pick. "B y  
a ll odds, the best a ll-around team in 
baseball,”  one veteran to ld me. 
"O n ly  savage i l l  luck can le t them 
down. They are a ll class. The Dodg- ) 
ers w ill hustle, but they w on 't out- 
hustle th is C ardinal team —not on the 
ba ll fie ld, where they w in and lose 
gam es."

The Dodgers are pac ked w ith  " i f s "  
—Branca, Barney, Head, firs t base, 
th ird  base and Pete Reiser. The 
only C ardinal " i f "  is a few removed, 
and replaced, bones.

The consensus in the Am erican 1 
j league c irc u it leans strong ly to the 

Red Sox.
I  know the T igers th ink  they w ill 

beat out the Yankees They don 't 
th ink they can beat out the Red Sox 

| —but they figure there 's a chance 
I w ith  better p itch ing , which they 
; m igh t get. And better p itch ing can 
I p ick up a lot.

T auks \e e d  Di Maggio
The collapse of Yankee h ittin g  last 

year, plus the type of spring tra in - 
, ing  they have employed, w on 't be 

any big help. Both the Red Sox and 
T igers w ill leave F lo rida  much bet­
te r conditioned teams. The in ju ry  
to Joe D iM aggio  has been a hard 
blow. Joe is the Yankee spearhead. 
There w ill have to be a te rr if ic  up­
ward l i f t  on the p a rt o f the Yankees 
to beat out e ither Red Sox or T igers 
—possibly to head off the Indians. 
A t th is  moment, the Yankees 
are not in any too high favo r as 
pennant people. Russo could make 
a b ig  difference.

Yankee p itch ing  can be O.K., as 
It was last year, but there m ust be 
a big change in  Yankee h itting , 
Yankee s p ir it, and Yankee hustle. 
This refers to the Yankees of 1946,

! not the squad getting  ready fo r 1947. 
But the 1947 Yankee squad must 
know by now how many games It 
lost last year through th is  w recking 
fa u lt. .A few transfusions of C ard i­
nal blood could help m ore than a 
tr ifle . You can bank on Bucky H ar­
r is , Chuck Dressen and Red C orrí, 
den to handle m ore than the ir share 
of the plot, but they are not out on 
the field w inning games.

A Yankee rev iva l could make a 
big difference, but th is means p rac­
tic a lly  the en tire  team m ust play 
be tte r ba ll outside of Spud Chandler, 
who is s t i l l  th e ir  best p itcher a fte r 
some nine years of m a jo r league 
service.

Cleveland Has Hurlers 
The vote we have picked up gives 

i Joe Gordon a good year, possibly a
b ig  year, w ith  Cleveland p itch ing  a l­
ways dangerous The Cleveland out- j 
field, however. Is below par. The 
T ige r in fie ld  isn 't any too h o t al- Í 
though K e ll is close to being the best 
th ird  baseman tn the league 

The m ain  Job, of course, is sup­
pressing the Red Sox. w ith  Ted W il­
liam s. Tex Hughson, Bobby Doerr. 
Dorn D iM aggio  and Johnny Pesky. < 

The vote, at thia m om ent, is C a rd i­
nals vs. Red Sox. The next vote ia 
Dodgers vs. Red Sox. The th ird  vote 
i t  C a rd ina l* vs. Tigers.

But after all. there la a hot sum-1 
mer on ahead, plus the grind ot the 1 
stretch.

?
I 
?
j A General Quiz

ANOTHER7

T h e A n s w e r s
1. Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chica­

go and St. Louis.
2. Pompey.
3. I f  you have m arried  for a sec­

ond tim e afte r decease or divorce 
of your spouse, you are a digam ist.

4. F atim a.
5. Buffalo, N. Y.
6. About 300.
7. One (Adrian IV, 1100-1159).
8. Every 1,500 persons.
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Recommended 
by Many DOCTORS
Helps tone up adult 
s y s te m s  — h e lp s  
children build sound 
teeth, strong bones.
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SCOTT'S EMULSION
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I «L ’FERRY-MORSE SEED CO.
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SO N G W R IT E R S!11
T H E  C R O W E L L  M U S IC  P U B U S H IN O  
C O M P A N Y 'S  new departm ent off,-tv pro- 
feaaioiuil aaaiatancw end advice on aII your 
annea in preparing them for commercial 
uee. Publishing nawaihilit lew determined by  
e«j>ert». F rre coliabnrnt ion arrangement«. 
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FALSE TEETH
To hold your loose uppers »nd low­

er« romlortably secure all day—and 
every day, try demist s amazing dis­
covery called STAZE. Mot a mesav powder! STAZE is pleasant-to-iAe 

site. Oe< 15« tube at drugiut .fodayl Accept no substitute*
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