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History Holds Key to Cheap Homes
Put i i i New Claim for Merits 
Oil Jammed Earth Buildings

By BAVKIIAGE
N tu  t A nahit and Commentator.

WNU News Service, 1616 Eye Street 
N. W., Washington, D. C.

W ASHINGTON - I s  there a solu­
tion of the low-cost housing problem 
as simple as the
d i r t  u n d e r  o u r  
fe e t?  H a v e  we 
been overlooking 
a b e t ,  w h ic h  
P l in y  s a id  th e  
R o m a n s  w e re  
o v e r lo o k in g ,  In 
the firs t century 
A D . a n d  to  
which most peo- 
p le  h a v e  s h u t  
the ir eyes ever 
since?

A n t h o n y  F 
M e rr ill says so 
and so does a 
convincing Job of
proving the contention in nis book 
•'The Rammed E arth  House." which 
I have just read. It  seems Incred i­
ble.'

I t  d id n 't seem Incredib le to P liny 
who heatedly proclaim ed that the 
Homans had, in A frica  and Spain, 
"w a ils  of e a rth ."

They are "m oulded ra the r than 
b u ilt ,"  P liny  explains, "b y  enclos­
ing earth w ith in  a fram e of boards. >

Kaukhage

lng  or m y cooperation," says the 
secretary, " th e y  m ay be assured 
of them bo th ."

Ram med-earth. according to M er­
r i l l ,  is a te rm  describ ing "both  the 
m a te ria l and the process of w all 
bu ild ing  by which earth is tamped 
in to the shape of a w a ll or bu ild ing 
block. In  essence, a compressed 
block or section of earth  w ill, when 
tamped, assume the shape of the 
fo rm  into which i t  is pressed and, 
when the m oisture  dries out, harden 
in to a perm anent shape suitable 
fo r use as a bu ild ing  m a te r ia l."

The reasons set fo rth  by M e rr ill 
as to why, I f  th is method of build ing 
is so good It has not been w idely 
adopted, are log ica l: One—there's no 
money in it, except the money 
saved by the builder. Two—con­
tra ry  to the Impression among se ll­
ers o f bu ild ing  m ateria ls, M e rr ill in ­
sists i t  would help ra ther than hurt 
the ir business. The man who builds 
a ram m ed-earth  house can't afford 
any other k ind. And he has to buy 
eve ry th ing—floor, roofing, plumbing 
—every th ing  in fac t except the 
walls, which are free except fo r the 
cost of the form s and the tamping.

M e rr ill's  thesis Is that anyone 
w illin g  to acquire the rud im entary

NEW  C IT IZEN S . . . Veterans of Pacific campaigns, 150 alien na­
tionals of the U. 8. navy were sworn in as Am erican citizens on Guam. 
The group was composed of American Samoans, Chamorros and 
F ilip inos. Judge P. J. P h illip  of the im m ig ra tion  and natura liza tion 
service presided.

NEWS REVIEW

GOP To Continue Probes; 
Boundary Dispute Looms

IOUHD
D U iV d  f i  CARS ON

The old and new in ram m ed earth houses. Top panel shows mod­
ern structu re  at C laremont, C a lif. Bottom  shows church at Sumter, 
8. < which has stood through more than a cen tu ry .

constructed on either side These 
walls w ill last fo r centuries, are 
proof against rain, wind and fire, and 
are superior in so lid ity  to any ce­
ment Even at this day (m ore than a 
century after lln n n ib n l) Spain s till 
holds watch-lowers that were erect­
ed by H annibal."

The Idea of houses of earth Is not 
Incredible to C linton P Anderson, 
secretary of agricu ltu re , who has 
w ritten  the preface to the book.

If Tony M errill and his ram m ed- 
earth  builders want e ither my bless-

knowledge of bu ild ing, can bu ild  a 
ram m ed-earth house h im se lf w ith  
three bedrooms, spacious liv ing , 
d in ing and cooking fa c ilitie s  and a ll 
p lum bing and heating equipm ent fo r 
less than $5,000. He can bu ild  as 
good or better a dw e lling  than most 
of the so-called defense homes, so 
w idely used during the war. fo r 
$3,000. And there are a lready m od­
est cottages In a num ber o f places ' 
which cost lit t le  more than a thou- 
-and do lla rs fo r two m em bers o f a 
fa m ily  to build.

Sulous Ihne Laugh on Selves
When Bob Hope or Henry Morgan 

or even Senator C laghom  poke j fun 
at congressmen, that's supposed to 
t*e humorous It 's  always open 
season on po litic ians In th is  country 
where people ridd le  the ir public o f­
fic ia ls  w ith  gags instead o f guns

But i t  is not

this had been p rin ted  In the record 
there would have been " la u g h te r"  
a fte r tha t one. I

Another story c la im ed as the fa ­
vorite  of fo rm er Sen Guy G ille tte  
of Iowa and Arkansas' young Sen. 
W illiam  F u lb rig h t Is a true  one As 

generally realized I Senator G ille tte  te lls It. his colored
that legislators like  to laugh, too— I m aid had noticed that the senator, 
even when the laugh's on them And I then a representative, had his ple­
at le.ist one of tnem enjoys congres I tura In the paper Underneath was 
si, : al Jokes so much he's w ritten  a I a caption to the effect tha t he m ight
350 page book about them.

C om piling the congressional Joe
M ille r  may seem a fa r c ry  from  
steering policies of the senate Judi­
c ia ry  comm ittee, but Senator Wiley 
tun  been w ork ing  on the humorous 
p ro jec t since 1939 when he firs t was 
elected to the U nited States senate. 1
Last year he got around to seud-
Inn a le tter to a ll his colleagues tn
the h 'use »nd senate, asking them
the ir favor te Jokes lie  was del.
uged w ith •to rtes good, bad and
corny ; and m i •*t o f them jokes on

be nominated fo r the upper cham ­
ber. " Is  a senatuh h igher than a 
representa tive?”  the m aid  wanted 
to know. "Y e s ,"  G ille tte  told her, 
"they are so considered because a 
senator represents an en tire  state 
and a representative represents a 
d is tr ic t of a sta te ." The m aid 's  
next question was: "W ell. Is there 
anything lower than a congress­
m an? '' G ille tte  is said to have been 
forced to Im p ly  that there was In­
deed nothing lower than a congress­
m an!

or about congress and congressmen. 
A ll o f which Inspired the t it le  of 
It I  t-o, k. "The Laugh's W ith Con­
gress."

Unde» the t il l«  T h e  Women God 
Bless c m ," he re tr ies  how In the 
closing and very lite ra lly  hot ses­
sions of the 79th congress, the then 
Sergeant-at Arm s Wall Doxey ruled 
tw ice  w ith in  three weeks that, a l­
though women In slacks could be 
pe rm itted  In senate galleries, worn- I 
en In shorts would be in im ica l to the 
d ig n ity  of the senate and were to ba 
barred from  the ga lle ry

AU of which moved Sen R ichard 
Russell o f Georgia to rem ark : 
• 'In  hot weather. I  am aomettmea 
envious that 1 cannot wear shorts 
m yse lf. M r Doxey ts supposed to 
ba an au tho rity  on what creates con­
tusion In tha senate, but personally.
I  have M  objec' n to si

CONGRESS:
Busy Bodies

GOP congressional investigators 
prepared to d ig  deep Into w a r ex­
penditures and un-Am erican a c tiv i­
ties w ith  the fu ll support o f the first 
Republican m a jo r ity  in 18 years.

Senate Republicans beat down an 
effort of the Democrats to transfe r 
duties of the w ar investiga ting  com­
m ittee to the inactive  com m ittee  on 
expenditures in the executive de­
partm ent by a 47 to 45 vote.

The watch-dog over e ffic iency of 
the war e ffo rt under President T ru ­
man while  he was s t ill senator from  
M issouri, the w ar Investiga ting  
com m ittee widened its scope under 
Senator Mead (Dem., N. Y .) to 
probe Irre g u la ritie s  in  m unitions 
contracts. In  the wake of disclosures 
of the close relations ex is ting  be­
tween congressmen and a rm y  of­
ficers w ith  w ar contractors, the 
GOP voiced its de te rm ina tion  to dig 
deeper in to  w a rtim e  dealings.

Not a lways in favo r d u ring  the 
libe ra l New Deal adm in is tra tion , the 
house un-Am erican a c tiv itie s  com ­
m ittee prom ises to enjoy sm oother 
sledding under the Republicans. 
Now headed by Representative 
Thomas (Rep., N. J .) the com m ittee 
la id  plans fo r an early  probe o f Com­
m unism  in governm ent departm ents,

, labor unions. Hollywood, and co l­
leges and schools.

GERMANY:
Polish Claims

Should the U. S. oppose Polish 
c la im s to the 40,000 square m iles of 
fo rm e r eastern G erm an te rr ito ry  
taken over by the Poles under the 
Potsdam agreement, this country 
faces a s tiff figh t w ith  the Russian 
bloc. W ith the U. S b ring ing  the 
fu ll force of its  prestige in to  p lay, 
however, i t  m ay secure m od ifica tion 
o f the Polish c la im  or cudgel out 
other concessions from  the Reds

Poland served notice of Its de­
te rm ina tion  to perm anently  affix  the 
new te rr ito ry  a t the deputy fo r ­
eign m in is te rs ' m eeting In London, 
ca lled to lay the groundw ork fo r the 
B ig  Four conference In Moscow in 
M arch to fo rm u la te  a Germ an 
trea ty . Since given contro l o f the 
te rr ito ry  at Potsdam, the Poles said 
they have moved 1.383,000 Germans 
out and 3,500,000 Poles In.

■ T IL L  M IS E R A B LE  . , 
and poverty s t ill are ram pant In 
China, This poorly-s lothed, hungry 
and tired  lit t le  boy sleeps in the 
doorway of a Shanghai hotel while 
his m other begs fo r coins from  
Am erican servicem en.

Nub of the d isagreem ent lies lr  
the Poles' contention tha t they wert 
led to understand they were giver 
fu ll sway over the te r r ito ry  at Pots 
dam. The U. S., on the other hand 
holds tha t they were m ere ly  g iver 
tem pora ry  adm in is tra tive  contro l 
w ith  the question of G erm any ’s flna 
postwar borders to be settled at » 
peace conference.

PORTAL:
Tax Relief

The burden of po rta l to porta l 
back pay w ill la rge ly  be shouldered 
by Uncle Sam when, and if, unior 
m em bers are awarded th e ir sub­
s tan tia l c la im s against industry  as 
a resu lt o f Secretary of the T reas­
ury Snyder's announcement that 
such outlays are deductib le  against 
taxes lev ied in  the years affected.

Because po rta l paym ents to w ork­
ers w ill be liab le  to  taxa tion , how­
ever. the U. S. stands to recover 
some o f the refunds in  personal in ­
come taxes. In  m any instances, the 
porta l c la im s run in to  hundreds ol 
do lla rs per w orker, leav ing  them 
open to a heavy b ite  under the high 
w a rtim e  rates.

Under Snyder's ru lin g  tha t Indus­
try  could c la im  cred its on taxes 
paid in the years fo r which porta) 
demands were granted, companies 
would be able to take advantage of 
h igh rates and excess profits levies 
of the w ar years. A t the same tim e, 
they would be entitled  to a 6 per 
cent in terest on the money co llect­
ed fro m  them to cover the ir tax 
lia b ilitie s .

FOOD:
Enemy’s Need

D ecla ring  that the U. S could not 
a fford  to p e rm it the A m erican  flag 
to fly  over a g igantic Buchenwald, 
fo rm e r President H erbert Hoover 
undertook another survey of food 
needs in the U. S. and B rit ish  occu­
pation zones In Germ any.

In add ition  to p rov id ing  fo r es­
sentia l G erm an re lie f, Hoover's Jun­
ket was a im ed at m aking the reich  
as se lf-supporting  in food needs as 
possible. Im provem ent In the food 
s ituation would lead to a reduction 
in  present U. S. re lie f costs of 300 
m illio n  do lla rs  annually. The fo rm er 
president had the assistance of two 
food experts on his tour, being ac­
companied by Dr. Dennis F itzge r­
ald, cha irm an of the In te rna tiona l 
em ergency food council, and fo rm e r 
Am bassador Hugh Gibson, who a id ­
ed h im  in  W orld W ar I  re lie f work

COMMODITIES:
U. S. Eyes Trade

In  an e ffo rt to prevent serious
breaks In comm odities. Secretary of 
A g ricu ltu re  Anderson announced 
that the departm ent's com m odity 
exchange au tho rity  would be freed 
o f o ther duties to p e rm it fu ll tim e  
po lic ing  of the m arkets.

Anderson disclosed the move tn 
the face of grow ing speculation. Re­
m em bering  the big break In cotton 
last October and the alleged m an ipu­
la tion  o f bu tte r prices in  New 
York, departm ent authorities acted 
to check fu tu re  slumps a ffecting 
prices. Studies are being completed 
on the facto rs in tha cotton break, 
w ith  Anderson ready to ask fo r ad­
d itio n a l regu la to ry au tho rity  tf w a r­
ranted by the investigation

TH E  G EO RG IA MESS
W A S H IN G TO N —It  was ca re fu lly  

hushed up at the tim e, but the po lit­
ica l mess in  Georgia m ig h t have 
been avoided i f  the jus tice  depart­
m ent had gone ahead w ith  a secret 
probe i t  conducted of the Tal- 
madge election.

Last fa ll,  the jus tice  departm ent 
had F B I men m aking  a thorough 
check of Talm adge in tim id a tio n  and 
ra c ia l d isc rim ina tion  at the polls. 
This, under recent supreme court 
ru lings, now is the d ire c t concern 
of the federa l governm ent and can 
be prosecuted as a c r im in a l offense

The F B I investiga tion  showed 
that Talm adge had sent ins truc­
tions to the Georgia p r im a ry  
polls a im ed at p reventing Ne­
groes from  voting. A lthough the 
evidence was conclusive, the 
jus tice  departm ent f in a lly  got 
cold feet. The case was dropped-

One obstacle the jus tice  depart­
m ent ran  up against was the fact 
tha t Eugene Talm adge was sick and 
they cou ldn 't get to h im  fo r in te rro ­
gation. Also son H erm an Talm adge I 
outbluffed the ju s tic e  boys and re- 1 
fused to answer questions unless a 
stenographer was present.

F ina l fac to r, however, was the 
fea r that federa l governm ent in te r­
vention in  Georgia would boom­
erang, h u rtin g  the ve ry  same l ib ­
e ra l forces the justice  departm ent ’ 
wanted to help.

MARSHALL’S WAR LEAK
One of the m ost sign ificant things 

to watch regard ing  the state depart­
m ent under G eneral M arsha ll w ill 
be whether he continues J im m ie  
B yrnes’ po licy o f open d ip lom acy.

No secre tary of state since Charles 
Evans Hughes has been as fran k  
w ith  the press as Byrnes. Hughes 
handled a ll press conferences h im ­
self, was a m aste r at g iv ing  im p o r­
ta n t backgreund in fo rm a tion , was 
genera lly  fran k  and fo rth r ig h t. 
Byrnes, w h ile  not handling m any 
conferences h im self, went fu rth e r 
than Hughes in m aking  sure tha t a 
com petent state departm ent o ffic ia l 
gave newsmen a general p ic tu re  of 
w hat was happening inside d ip lo ­
m a tic  negotiations.

Byrnes also d id n 't ob ject to most 
news leaks; fe lt the A m erican  p fc- 
ple had the r ig h t to know about fo r­
e ign policy.

However, some of those allegedly 
close to General M arsha ll say he 
m ay tigh ten up on the Byrnes po licy 
and crack down on news leaks. This, 
o f course, m ay be u n fa ir to the new 
secre ta ry of state; fo r, based on his 
own past record, M arsha ll has been 
qu ite  a " le a k e r”  h im self. In  fact, 
one cable seized from  the files of 
the G erm an fore ign office now re­
veals that G eneral M arsha ll was 
w oefu lly  ind iscreet in the early  
stages o f the European w ar and in ­
adve rten tly  le t out im portan t se­
cre ts to the enemy.

A ID S  T A X  E V A D E R S
Some of the nation's biggest 

b lack-m arketeers and on-the- 
make w ar con tracto rs are get­
ting  away w ith  income tax  eva­
sion, thanks to a snarled-up s itu ­
ation inside the jus tice  depart­
ment.

Around 300 c r im in a l income 
tax  eases are aw a iting  prosecu­
tion, w ith  lit t le  ehanre of rap id  
action. Behind them is another 
1.200 income tax fraud cases in 
the treasury, soon ready fo r 
tra n sm itta l to the bottlenecked 
jus tice  departm ent. M eanwhile, 
the b lack-m arketeers and cer­
ta in  w ar contractors have been 
getting away w ith  m urder.

IVCOME INCREASES

Farm Cash Receipts Hit Peak
WASHINGTON -  Farm ers 

Incom * from  livestock and 
m arke tings In 1048 soared to the 
record-breaking to ta l o f m ore than 
24 b illio n  do lla rs, accord ing to a 
p re lim in a ry  survey announced by 
the ag ricu ltu re  departm ent.

The la test bureau o f a g ricu ltu ra l 
economics estim ate places cash re­
ceipts at $24.100.000.000. the highest 
tn h is to ry  and a 1« per cent gain 
over 1945. E a r lie r  predictions had 
forecast only 33 b illio n  dollars, 
but high prices fo r m eat animals, 

<If cotton, feed gra ins snd feed crops

cash >
crop fo llow ing the end of p rice  con tro l 

boosted the e a rlie r p red ic tion  by 
m ore than a b illio n  dollars.

Receipts from  livestock and liv e ­
stock products were estim ated at 
about $13,400 000.000. an increase of 
14 per cent over 1945 Income from  
crops was placed at about $10.700,- 
000.000. an Increase o f IB per cen t 

M arked increases in  returns from  
cotton, food gra ins and feed crops 
were la rge ly  responsible fo r the 
gain in the to ta l crop receipts.

I f  the fina l accounting o f cash

fa rm  Incom * matches the p re lim ­
ina ry  estim ate, cash receipts in  194« 
w ill be 16 per cent over the previous 
year The 1945 figure, a record up 
u n til last year, was $20.700.000.000 
D uring  the p rew ar years of 1935-39. 
cash receipts averaged $7 900 000 - 
000.

P re lim in a ry  estimates released bv 
the departm ent Indicate tha t cash 
receipts fo r December, 1948. were 
about $3.500.000.000. w hich Is 20 per 
cent below the Novem ber to ta l but 
30 per cent above December, 1943.

CIll'KCH AND LABOR
I t  hasn’ t been announced o ffic ia lly , 

but p rom inent church leaders are 
beginning an im portan t behind-the- 
scenes study in connection w ith  the 
governm ent's efforts to m a in ta in  in ­
d u s tria l peace. There have been 
several p riva te  m eetings recen tly  at 
w h ich both Protestant and Catholic 
c lergym en sat down and traded 
ideas w ith  in d u s tria l and labor 
spokesmen on the question of labor 
relations.

W hile the churchm en deny 
tha t they are endeavoring to 
m ake re lig ion  a "ba rg a in in g  fac­
to r "  in the settlem ent of labor 
disputes, they feel (hat the 
church should p lay a defin ite 
p a rt in im p rov ing  work and pay 
standards. They also believe it  
is the duty of the church to in­
je c t a "g re a te r  sense of m ora l 
respons ib ility  and understand­
in g "  In barga in ing  between em­
ployers and employees.

• •  •
C A P IT A L  C H A FF

W ashington's poorest guesser is 
the Pentagon o ffic ia l who trans­
fe rred  General M arsha ll from  a 
plush suite of offices at the Pentagon | 
to a sm all, two-desk room  Just four 
days before the general was named 
secre tary o f state . . . H enry W al­
lace has Jacked the New Repub­
l ic ’ s c ircu la tion  up from  40.000 to 
100.000 weekly in  one month. . . . 
H arold Sm ith, fo rm e r d irec to r of 
the budget, m ay replace Jack Hut- 
eon a* assistant secretary general 
o f the U nited N ation*

DO THIS TO RELIEVi DISTRESS
Rub throat, chest and back 
thoroughly with comforting 
Vicks VapoRub at bedtime. It 
starts to work instantly . . . 
and it keeps up Its fine sooth­
ing action for hours to relieve 
d is tre s s  even t / i / s u o  
while you sleep ■ y  v

Attention FORD Owners  
S o-e  up fo 50%

PRECISION RE-BUILT
V - 8  E N G IN E S

Direct from plant to you. ('ash or terms. 
Solve your motor problems now by 
writing for full particulars, giving year 
of model to
PACIFIC ENGINE PRECISION CO.
Boi 1546 - Station B - Los Angelas 7, Calif.

SORETONE LINIMENT
for quick relief on contact!
•  Reflex nerve pain often signals the 
misery of lumbago, muscle and back 
aches due to fatigue, exposure. To re­
lieve these symptoms quickly, gently 
use the liniment made for this special 
purpose.

Soretone Liniment contains special 
rubcjacicnt ingredients acting like 
glow ing warmth from a heating pad. 
Fresh surface blood is attracted to 
superficial pain area.

Soretone stands out for safe, effec­
tive results. I f  not delighted get 
money back. 50c Economy size $ 1.00.

•Try Soretone for Athlete s Foot. 
Kills all 5 types of common fungi- 
on contact!

—And McKesson Mokas It

Fm I tha 
Cantla Haat-Effact— 

Tha Safa. Proven Heating 
Pag Prince ¡a in a 

Handy Bottle 1

COW
SUFFERERS!

666 starts relief in 
JUST 6 SECONDS

Oat famous, prescription ftp *  j 
4AA for super speed) ra lirf I 
from  cold «er - •  Try 600 j. 1

e
Cold Tablets, or

Liquid Cold f&k I

Preparation today- 
Caution Use only - f  
• •  d lra rta d . “

Black«
Leaf 40 f m  a— Og P

L Cap-Brwth Applicator 
k -n a i-e t  BLACK LEAF 40

DASH IN  FEATHERS

OR S P R E A D  O N  R O O S T S

& CAREER u t  

A V IA TIO N
(on tyo« '
A investment in education offers 
security tor the years ahead. Aero 
Tech w ill train you for a suc­
cessful career in  Aviation, Aero 
nautical Engineering — Aircraft 
and Engine Mechanics courses 
Thorough, practical training by 
ou tstand ing  fa cu lty . Modern 
Equipment. Aero Tech has trained 
over 6,000 students since 1937. 
ENRO LL N O W — New mechanics 
classes start Feb. 17, Mar. 3 and 17. 
Engineering classes s ta rt Mar. 17, 
No waiting or delay i f  you act now. 
Send coupon today for free book, 
let or phone or vis t school. Visitors 
welcome. Approved tor Veterans. 
UN IMIITMS TItWICU IMTITITf

»N« so* FREE BOOKLET roonrt


