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U. S. Faces Crisis in School System
Nation Suffers S< •arcitv
Of Competent Teachers

By BAUKIIAGE
Veu« A mil> i t  and Commentator.

M’NL’ Service, 1616 Eye Street. N W., 
Washington, D. C.

WASHINGTON. D C —Less than 
a year and a ha lf a fte r the question 
of which would

Haukhage

trium ph , naziism  
o r  d e m o c ra c y ,  
was settled, the 
U nited States is 
being forced to 
m eet a c ris is  in 
its  c o m p e t i t iv e  
struggle to  m a in ­
ta in  its way of 
life .

Two years ago 
the p r e d ic t io n ,  
based on trends 
of that moment, 
was made that 
"o u r school sys­
tem  faces one of the greatest crises 
in  its  h is to ry—Am erican schools 
have lost 200,000 competent, well- 
prepared teachers since Pearl H a r­
b o r.”  (That was in  June, 1944 1 

A t that tim e  only one out of a hun­
dred school teachers held "e m e r­
gency c e rtifica te s "—certificates Is- 
sued to persons adm itted ly  not in 
the "com petent, w e ll-p repared" 
class.

Today, according to an estimate 
made in an a rtic le  in the October 
issue of Coronet magazine, one out 
o f every e ight hold such certificates 
and out of the 200,000 teachers lost 
to w ar industries, the d ra ft and oth­
er w artim e  activ ities . Coronet finds 
at least 75,000 of those teachers 
"lo s t fo r good. S tuart Chase, econ­
om ist. sets 500,000 as the number 
needed before the present teaching 
s ta ff of the nation is brought up to 
what he calls "a de q u a te "

Ralph McDonald, executive sec­
re ta ry  of N ational Educational as­
sociation in  Washington, who has 
been busy try ing  to wake the edu- , 
cational world to its danger, quotes 
reports that Russia today is spend­
ing 20 per cent o f her com para tive ly  j 
low national income on education, 
while we spend only two per cent of 
ours fo r the same purpose.

And not satisfied w ith what is now 
being done, the Soviets are demand­
ing s till h igher standards of " ideo ­
log ica l and p o lit ic a l"  knowledge for 
th e ir  teachers. The pa rty  paper, 
Izvestia, announced in a recent a rti-  I 
d e  that students from  Bulgaria , ■ 
Czechoslovakia and other Slav coun­
tries were being brought in to the in- , 
stitu tions of h igher learn ing in Mos- , 
cow. Leningrad and other cities.

The ofllce of education of the 
United States governm ent Is fu lly  
aware o f the danger facing our pub­
lic  schools, its  functions are s tric t- * 
ly  lim ited , however, to the acqu is i­
tion and d is tribu tion  of in fo rm a tion  ' 
Actual prom otional ac tiv itie s  are 
forbidden and im provem ent of con­
d itions rests fundam entally w ith  the 
slates and local com m unities The 
ofllce of education is doing a ll It 
can. F u ll co-operation In the gath­
ering of data is provided and for 
the last six weeks or so special e f­
fo rts  have been made to b ring  in ­
fo rm ation  on th is subject up to date 
fo r d is tribu tion . Actual s ta tistics of 
the va ry ing  needs of various com ­
m unities now are being compiled.

N ational Education association, 
w hich began an intensive campaign 
two years ago to assist in the re-

c ru itm en t of teachers, im provem ent 
o f w orking conditions and higher 
salaries, has renewed its efforts as 
a resu lt o f action taken at the o r­
ganization's convention this Ju ly. A 
slogan which they have adopted 
runs: "W e m ust have federa l aid be­
fore we can have equalization of op­
p o rtu n ity .”  But federa l " in te r fe r ­
ence" in A m erica ’s school system 
has always been a bogey.
C h ea t P u p il*  O u t
O f  P ro p e r E d u c atio n  

Meanwhile, as Charles H arris
says in the previously quoted Coro­
net a rtic le , “ we are cheating our 
boys and g irls  of th e ir  r ig h t to the 
k ind of an education they desire ," 
by p e rm ittin g  th is  teacher short- 
agewhich has closed more than 7,000 
class rooms and over-expanded 
classes so that ind iv idua l attention 
to pupils has v ir tu a lly  vanished 
Many v ita l subjects have been 
dropped.

The worst phase of the situation is 
the turnover. As is evidenced by 
the num ber of "em ergency c e rt if i­
ca tes" Issued, the standard has fa ll­
en sharply. H a rris  mentions one 
school which pe rm itted  a convict 
to be released from  ja i l  because no 
one else could be found to teach the 
pupils. I was told o f a case where 
a teacher teaching s ix th  grade pu­
pils had never had m ore than a 
fourth grade education herself

Low pay is, as it  has always been, 
one of the ch ie f d ifficu lties. I t  is a I 
strange paradox that the business - 
and industria l groups, w'ho are most j 

I anxious that the princ ip les of de- 
j m ocracy and free enterprise be I 

thoroughly taught, are the greatest . 
com petitors of the schoolhouse.

Here in Washington the m in im um  I 
wage of teachers is below that of 

i lower grade c le rica l assistants and 
tile clerks in the government. In in ­
du s tria l centers, the gap is w ider. J 
In business, there is m ore of a de- 
mand toduy fo r college-tra ined per- I 

! sonnet. Many teachers, both male I 
and female, who went into the serv­
ices held college degrees, and when 
discharged were eagerly snapped 
up by businesses requ iring  higher 
education.

Chambers of commerce, d is­
turbed by the threat of untrained 
m inds in the ir com m unities, have 
appealed to the governm ent to pro ­
mote special teachers' program s as 
a pa rt of the veterans’ re-tra in ing 
program s but here again the fed­
era l government would be treading 
on th in  ice. That isn 't in the law 
P riva te  Institutions and the com­
m un ity  itse lf are responsible fo r this 
type of e ffort, and congress always 
puts its foot down when there is any­
th ing that even hints at federal ac­
t iv ity  in connection w ith  the public 
school system. The office of edu­
cation leans over backward to keep 
away from  anything that m ight be 
labeled " in te rfe re n ce ."

Not only poor pay but also lack 
of social life  drives m any prospec­
tive  teachers into other fields. That 
is something that only the com m u­
n ity  can change

i f  the teacher's position is not 
changed fo r the better and the pub­
lic  school system is not restored to 
Its norm a l place in  our democracy 
we w ill have lost the one th ing w ith ­
out which democracy cannot grow

LARGEST F A M IL Y  R E U N IT E D  . . . Largest fa m ily  to a rr iv e  in 
Japan aboard the transport M onterey recently was tha t of L t. Col. 
Amel T. Leonard of Dallas, Texas. Here is the fa m ily  a fte r reunion 
at Yokohama.
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:lrniv Alters Draft Plan;
Navy Sets Flight Record

DRAFT:
Modify Plan

In m odify ing its postwar d ra ft 
plans fo r teen-agers, the a rm y im ­
proved the prospects fo r eventual 

| congressional adoption. The state- 
' ment of Rep. Dewey Short (Rep., 

Mo.) that he would consider a modi- 
I fled d ra ft a fte r having been con­

vinced of its  necessity by General 
Eisenhower indicated which way the 

j wind was blowing.
. While the new plan ca lls fo r the 

induction of 18-year-olds. i t  d iffe red
I from  previous proposals in that it 
I .confined intensive tra in in g  to six 

months and gives the dra ftee a num ­
ber of a lte rnatives in com pleting the 
rem ainder of his service. He 
to u ld :

—Continue his specialized m il i­
ta ry  tra in ing  fo r six months.

— E n lis t in any of the regu la r m il­
ita ry  services, national guard or re ­
serve corps.

— Enter West Point or Annapolis.
— E n lis t in the reserve corps and 

take up an approved college course, 
including R .O .TC . tra in ing , or a 
technical course in an authorized 
school.

Inductees would not be subject to 
m ilita ry  law but a special code of 
conduct and receive a m onthly a l­
lowance o f $30 plus subsistence, de­
pendents’ benefits, insurance and 
d isa b ility  compensation, if  e lig ib le

!TURTLE:
| Loan Jump

The big, blue, two-motored "T ru c ­
u lent T u rtle "  c irc led in a steep bank 
at 2.000 feet and one engine sput­
tered. The crowd at the Columbus, 
Ohio, a irpo rt watched anxiously in 
fear that the plane's tanks were 

| running d ry. Then, Comdr. Thomas 
D. Davies, 32, leveled off the ship, 
the m otor picked up, and he made 
a safe landing to complete a rec­
ord-breaking 11.236-mile fligh t in  55 
hours and 17 minutes.
. The tem porary engine trouble at 
the a irpo rt was not the only anxious 
m oment the "T ru cu le n t T u r t le "  
caused on the long haul from  Perth. 
Austra lia  In the Bougainville-New 
Guinea area, the crew  rode out heavy 
weather; 200 m iles o ff C a lifo rn ia , 
they ran in to  th ick  clouds and flew 
on instrum ents; north  of San F ra n ­
cisco, ice form ations on the wings 
cut speed to 150 m .p h.

A lthough Com mander Davies and 
his three-man crew were not fazed 
by the m echanical r ig id itie s  of the ir 
fligh t, they in tim ated  tha t the 35- 
pound baby kangaroo they carted 
as a g if t  to a Washington, D. C.. 
zoo was m ore than th e ir m atch as 
he fussed in his cage

Score's Censorship ‘Beal’
One of the few Joys le ft to a news­

paper correspondent in one of the 
fore ign  c ities where censorship s till 
p reva ils  is try in g  to beat the censor | 
One o f the most amusing “ bea ts" o f I 
th is  k ind  was scored by Drew M id- i 
dleton w ritin g  from  Moscow fo r the 
New York T im e,.
' Perhaps it  fooled many Am erican 
readers, too It reads

" I ly a  Ehrenburg, w ritin g  in Izves- 
t in , continued his long series of a r t i­
cles on the U nited States, a group 
of a rtic les  which fo r depth and un­
derstanding are superior to anything 
w ritten  on these lines since the | 
works of Charles Lu lw idge Dodgson. i 

The dispatch was pussed by the 
censor who d id n 't know that Dodg i 
son was the real name of Lewis 
C arro ll who wrote. ' A lice in Won­
d e rla n d ," some o f the most de lig h t­
fu l nonsense ever penned 

I do not know whether Ehren I 
burg s artic les as published in Mos j 
cow differed from  those which he 1 
published in the United States, but 
I m ust say that some of them re- 
fleeted life  in Am erica  as tru ly  as 
the scene at the Mad H atte r's  tea 
p a rty  followed the pattern of an 
o rd in a ry  tea party  in England 
rem em ber that there was a table 
set under a tree in fron t of the 
house and the M arrh  Hare and the I 
H a tte r were having tea at i t ;  a 
Dormouse was asleep, and the o th ­
er two were using him  as a cushion 
resting  th e ir  elbows on it  and ta lk 
mg over Its head 

"V e ry  uncom fortable for the D or­
m ouse," thought A lice , only it 's  
asleep. 1 suppose it  doesn t m in d ."

The H atte r was the firs t '•> break 
the silence. "W hat day of the 
m onth is H T" he said, tu rn ing to 
A lice. He had taken his watch out

uneasily, shaking it every now and 
then and pu tting  it  to his ear.

A lice  considered a lit t le  and said, 
"The  F ou rth .”

"Tw o  days w ro n g !"  sighed the 
H atter " I  told you bu tter wouldn 't 
su it the w o rks ," ang rily  looking at 
the M arch Hare.

" I t  was the best of b u tte r ."  the 
M arch Hare m eekly replied.

Although M iddleton 's comparison 
between Dodgson and Ehrenburg 
was probably well-chosen, I doubt 
If  the censor would have passed the 
comm ent had he ever read "A lice  
in Wonderland "

NOT A B R ID E  . 
ably intended fu r 
showers, went to 
21 - month - old Ka ltim ore  g ir l, 
through public response to an sp- 
peal. Rice Is needed in  special 
d iet fo r the youngster, suffering 
from  a rare  kidney a ilm ent.

. Rice, prnb- 
aeveral brida l 
Diana Mie hai,

HIE Hl/SI NESS

RECONVERSION: 
Steelman Reports

The w a rtim e  economy o f the U. S. 
has reached a fo rk  in the road. Re­
conversion D irec to r John R. Steel­
man declared in his q u a rte rly  re ­
port to  the President and congress 
In one d irec tion  lies unprecedented, 
stable p rospe rity ; in  the other, 
boom and bust

Steelman pleaded w ith  business, 
labor, ag ricu ltu re  and consumers to 
ave rt an in fla tionary  sp ira l. He 
asked business to hold down prices; 
labor to re fra in  from  m aking  un­
sound wage demands; a g ricu ltu re  
to continue to produce at a record 
c lip , and consumers to desist from  
spending freely.

Despite record em ploym ent of 58 
m illio n  and an annual production 
rate o f 172 b illion  do lla rs, m any key 
com m odities rem ain  scarce. Steel­
man said. Accum ulation of lnven-

! tories at a rate of 6‘z b illion  dol­
la rs ye a rly  indicates there is some 
speculative hoarding, he added. The 
meat shortage prom ises to worsen 
th is w in te r and supplies of fats, 
o ils and sugars w ill rem a in  tig h t fo r 
m any months. Up 23 per cent from  
1943, c lo th ing prices are expected 
to go up another 10 per cent by the 
end of 1946

Farm \a lu e  Hits Billion Dollars
WASHINGTON F arm ers  of the 

! U nited Stales are operating a 100 
b illio n  d o lla r business, it  is revealed 

' In a report o f the Bureau of Agricu l- 
, tu ra l Economics

Tota l value of the nation's fa rm  
You 1 plant, includ ing a ll assets held by 

fa rm  owners, amounted to 101 5 b il­
lion do lla rs  on January 1, 1946. 
the bureau estimates. The va lua­
tion o f net w orth of agricu ltu re  
showed a
over the
1945, and about 90 per ren t since 

j the beginning of 190
The Increase since January, 1945.

was a ttrib u te d  la rge ly  to p rice  in ­
creases fo r a g ricu ltu re 's  physical 

i assets and accum ulations of finan­
c ia l assets, resu lting  from  a large 

| volum e of sales. C om para tive ly  lit-

provem ents to the fa rm  establish-

a! 1 i t  pocket and was looking at it • tie  of the increase came from  I

Real Estate Gains.
O f the to ta l value of the nation's 

ag ricu ltu ra l p lant at the beginning 
of this year, fa rm  real estate ac­
counted fo r 56 6 b illion  dollars, com­
pared w ith  50 3 b illion  do lla rs on 
January 1. 1945 Other physica l as­
sets made up 24 9 b illio n  dollars, 
compared w ith  24 4 b illion  do lla rs a 
year before. F inanc ia l assets of 

gain of nearly  12 per cent i f * tm  operators totaled more than 
estim ate fo r January 1, ! 20 bUllon do lla rs compared w ith  16 2 

, b illion  do lla rs a year ea rlie r
The value o f holdings of fa rm ers  

I and other owners o f fa rm s account­
ed fo r 93.2 b illio n  do lla rs of the 

| to ta l value of the fa rm  p la n t This 
I compares w ith  holdings estimated 
! to be w orth 61 3 b illio n  do lla rs on 
' January 1. 1945. In  addition, cred- 
I ito rs ' c la im s were calculated this 

year at 8 3 b illio n  dollars, a decrease

of 700 m illio n  d lia rs  from  the year 
before.

Assets Listed
F inanc ia l assets o f fa rm ers  In 

January this year were estimated 
to Include nearly  14 b illion  do lla rs 
in deposits and currency, compared 
w ith  11.2 b illion  do lla rs  the year be­
fore ; about 5 b illion  do lla rs in war 
bonds, up 1 b illion  do lla rs from  a 
year ea rlie r, and about 1 b illion  
do lla rs invested in co-operatives, 
a s ligh t increase du ring  the year

The large increase in  holdings of 
cash and governm ent bonds during  
the w ar years, the bureau said, 
probably reflected some de te rio ra ­
tion o f the fa rm  plant. F a ilu re  to 
m a in ta in  fa rm s and equipment at 
prew ar levels contribu ted about 800 
m illio n  do lla rs to cash holdings of 
fa rm ers  m the period 1942-45, which 
» i l l  need to be reinvested now

FAR EASTERN REPORT—
I Here's what m em bers of the house 

i I m ilita ry  a ffa irs  com m ittee reported 
l to G eneral Eisenhower, fo llow ing  
- J ie ir  re tu rn  from  an inspection of 

>ur m ilita ry  bases In the F a r E a s t
1. M ora le  of our F a r East oc­

cupational troops is being en­
dangered by the a rm y ’s delay In 
sending w ives and fa m ilie s  to 
officers and enlisted men.

2. The a rm y  is doing lit t le  to 
set up fa c ilit ie s  to r the proper 
housing of a rm y  wives and ch il­
dren who Want to jo in  the 
troops. On Okinawa, fo r in­
stance, surp lus a rm y stoves and 
p lum bing supplies— badly need­
ed in quonset huts where a rm y 
fam ilies  w ill be housed—have 
been sold to the Chinese.

3. Another dem ora liz ing fac­
to r is the shortage of cigarettes, 
fresh f ru it  and vegetables. 
E isenhower prom ised to look Into

these facts im m ed ia te ly . 
Congressmen reported tha t an es­

tim ated 350 Jap soldiers are s till 
at la rge ion the island of Okinawa, 
lv in g  a Robinson Crusoe existence 
In the h ills . A m erican  authorities 

I sre not seriously troubled. . . .  A 
lone Jap fu g itive  was picked up a 
couple of months ago on Saipan, aft- 
?r having been at large fo r over a 
year. When asked where he had 
been ge tting  w a te r on the ve ry  d ry  
portion of the island to which he had 
been confined, the N ip  rep lied  tha t 

j he had gone at n igh t to a la rge house 
in an isolated sector, d rink ing  from  

I the tap and f illin g  his canteen. The 
[ home was tha t of the Am erican 
commander.

The retu rned  congressmen 
are w o rried  tha t lower ranking  
comm issioned officers are " ta k ­
ing the Japs to the ir h e a rt; ."  
Congressmen fea r that many 
occupation officers have forgot­
ten that the Japs were our ene­
m ies only a year ago. Japs, 
the congressmen say, have not 
forgotten th e ir  dead, but some 
of our men have forgotten the 
A m ericans who died ba ttling  
these same Japs.
One of M acA rth u r's  d ifficu ltie s  is 

the great shortage of Jap-Am erican 
In terpreters. Result: In  Japanese 
towns w ithou t any in te rp re te r re­
ports on conditions, w ritte n  by Jap 
authorities, are sent to U. S. head­
quarters as o ffic ia l reports.

Plans to re c ru it 50,000 F ilip inos 
for our a rm y  have fa llgn  through 
because of lack o f money. The pres­
ent goal is 35.000, w ith  the tra in in g  
now under way.

W orst areas in the Pacific  fo r 
troop m ora le  ary Korea and the 
Aleutians. Korea is the center of 
po litica l in trigue  and. because it  Is j 
at the end of the supply lines, the 
food served our troops is h a rd ly  bet­
ter than field rations. In  the bare, 
treeless A leutians, the big wish c l 
U. S. troops is fo r a 12-month ro ta ­
tion system. They now are sent on 
a two-year h itch  w ith  scant chance 
to get back to the com parative  gay- 
ety of Alaska.

• •  •
STALIN 'S  WAR OF NERVES

Most in teresting fac t about Sta­
lin 's  recent w ide ly  broadcast and 
w ide ly-hailcd-as-concilia tory state­
ments to a London newsman is the 
date. The date was September 24

F or on exactly  the same day Sta­
lin  was te llin g  the world tha t there 
was no danger o f another war, he 
was sending a note to T urkey which 

I sang another tune.
The note to  T urkey was not made 

j public u n til fo u r days la te r. Thus 
| Stalin pub lic ly  put fears to rest, 
while  s im ultaneously w arn ing  T u r­
key that she m ust y ie ld  to Russia 
on the Dardanelles and th a t she 
must p e rm it Russian troops on 
Turk ish  soil. I f  not, the im p lied  
threat was war.

Thus, despite S ta lin 's a ttem pt 
to woo the w orld , his a im s re­
m ain exactly  the same. F u r­
therm ore, they rem ain exactly  
the same as those of the czars 
before h im . F in a lly , they re­
m ain  today, w ith  his a llies, ex­
actly  the same as w ith  his old 
sparring  pa rtne r. H itle r.
For, in 1940, when Russia ana 

G erm any were under a non-aggres­
sion pact, the same M olotov now 
d icke ring  in P aris  went to B e rlin  to 
d icke r w ith  R ibbentrop fo r term s 
under which Russia would come into 
the w ar against England The 
term s M olotov wanted were the D ar­
danelles. Iran . Iraq , the Balkans 
and the m outh of the Red sea H it­
ler w ou ldn 't g ive these term s, and 
Russia fin a lly  was forced in to  the 
w ar on the side of the A llies, not 
against them.

Now tha t the w a r is over. Stalin 
and M olotov are r ig h t back where 
they were In 1940— try in g  to get the 
Dardanelles and other long-range 
Russian objectives

Th« N a t io n '}
F A V O R IT E
PO P-CO RN

Double the pleasure o f  
walking. . .  Ask for SOLES 

as well as Heels

O'Sullivan

A M E R IC A 'S  No. I HEEL
« . . .  a n d  so le  ,

, 7ou«h and S h in ty

How To Relieve 
Bronchitis

Creomulslon relieves promptly be­
cause lt goes right to the seat of the 
trouble to help loosen and expel 
germ laden phlegm, and aid nature 
to soothe and heal raw, tender, In­
flamed bronchial m ucous m em ­
branes. Tell your druggist to sell you 
a bottle of Creomulslon with the u n ­
derstanding you must like the way lt 
quickly allays the cough or you are 
to have your money back.

CREOMULSION
for Coughs, Chest Colds, Bronchitis

A S S F I t l i r F
T h e  buyer’s assurance is the adverts  
ing he or she reads in the newspaper. 
T h a t is the buyer’s guide I t  tells the 

prices one must expect to pay. Let the 
seller who tries to charge more beware!

*■
■

Here’s One Of The Greatest

BLOOD-IRON 
TONICS vobu„cvan

If you lack BLOOD-IRON!
You «Iris and women who suffer so 
from simple anemia that you re pale 
weak, "¿rigged out"—thia may be dus 
to lack of blood-Iron 80 try Lydia E 
Pink ham's TABLETS—one of the beat 
home ways to build up red blood to 
get more strength—in auch case« Pink- 
ham's Tablets are one of the greatest 
blood-Iron ton Ice you can buy I

Always rely on this great rub for

CHEST
to relieve cough» -  aching muide»

RUB ON MUSTerqlF
W N U -1 3 42— 48

WherrYour 
Back Hurts*

C A P ITA L  C H A FF
U ndersecre tary o f State Dean 

Acheson p icked an ideal tim e  fo r 
his vacation, the m om ent o f the 
W allace-Byrnes feud. He was the 
happiest man In the adm in is tra tion  
to have m issed the fight . , Sighed 
M ild red  Eaton, one < t W allace s sec­
retaries, when in form ed her boss 
had resigned, "W e haven 't got 
through unpacking from  our last 
move ye t,”  Mrs. T rum an re­
fused to use a White House car 
while  vacation ing In M issouri, d r iv ­
ing  her own ca r In Indepondence.

A n d  Y o u r  S t r e n g th  a n d  
E n e rg y  Is  B e lo w  P a r

Tt may be caused by dieorder of kld-
Bey function that permits pnittmous 
Waste to accumulate. For truly many 
people feel tired, weak and m aembie 
When the kidneys fail to remore escvwn 
ac.ds and other waate matter from the 
Wood.

You may suffer na«yin« beck ache, 
rheumatic pains, headaches, dizaineon, 
getting up nifhte. ie« pains. swelling. 
So me times frequent and scanty nrwn- 
Uon with smart r.« and bum ie« ta an­
other a!«n that something in wrong with 
the k id r.eri or bladder.

There should be no doubt that prompt 
treat ment la wiser than neglect. Use 
¿»eon t  F iB i. I t  b  better to sHy 0« a 
med.c ne that has won countrywide ap-

troeal than 0« somethin« lean favorably 
nown. Deen's bars been tried sad test­
ed many years. Am at

G et Deene today.

tried aad teet- 
dru« ■toram

Doans Pills


