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THE SCHOOL BUDGET

If the taxpayers of the Illinois Valley ever did any-
thing for themselves, they have an opportunity to
really “go to town” for the betterment of our schools
at the school budget election on Thursday, August 16. |

The new county school law is an experiment for
this county in getting better schools at less cost to
the taxpayers. This may sound foolish, but when
properly analyzed, it is so. The new law calls for a
unified tax levy. Every school district in the county
(Grants Pass excepted) will be taxed with the same
millage, giving some districts lower school taxes and |
some higher taxes, but it equalizes the tax load in all
distriets. |

The Illinois valley was one of the places in the
county that carried a heavy school tax load, and the
amount was going to almost make us take up the last
notch in our belts, so to speak, if we kept pace with |

our growing schools.

Merlin and Wolf Creek districts had very little
property taxes on account of so many utilities passing |
through their districts that paid most of their taxes. |
They will pay considerable more under the new school |
law and we will pay considerable less. In the long |
run, all distriets will be better off for haying the new |
school law. We sincerely hope this will be the case, |
and we believe it will be to the advantage of the coun-
ty at large, for this county is growing so fast the
schools will be under a terrific strain to keep pace |
with the rapid growth.

This is why the taxpayers of the valley should turn
out in mass and vote the new school law budget. We
must have additions to our schools, and we are get-
ting help from the rest of the county to pay the bills.

[t will be easy for some of us to say, “Oh, they
don’t need my vote, it will carry anyway. Let George
do it.” That’s what we are afraid of. If the voter:
of the valley do this, the budget may not pass, and
then your schools will be in a terrible mess. Ever)
taxpayer eligible to vote, MUST take the trouble to
vote for the budget August 16th. If you have a spark
of pride in your school system, you will take the
trouble to vote the budget.
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