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Ernie Pyle in the Pacific: Jap PWs Work to Clear and Rebuild Manila
I . S. Builds I p Strength
For Knockout in Pacific

Okinawa Landing Like Putting 
Foot in Enemy's Kitchen Door

By Ernie Pyle
It.DliOH'S \OI I: f.rnie /'v/f’s columns u ill continue to appear in this

news/raper for a feu ueeks. Dispatcher for these releases huie heen rlnrnf try 
the i whom and sonie mus he en route from le islanti ubere the famous war 
correspondent met his death.)

OKINAWA.—Our war with Japan has gone well in the 
last few weeks.

We are firmly on Okinawa, which is like having your foot 
in the kitchen door.

Ernie Pyle

Our wonderful carrier pilots have 
whittled down the Jap air force 
daily. Our anti- 
aircraft from 
ships and from 
shore batteries 
has pluitxed Jap 
fliers for the high 
est ratio I've ever 
known from ack­
ack.

Our task forces 
have absolutely 
butchered the on­
ly Jap task force 
to put to sea in
many months B 29s are hitting Ja­
pan with fighter escort from two 
Jima Airfields are springing up on 
Okinawa. We all say we sure are 
glad we are not in the Japs’ shoes.

One main question asked over here 
now is. "How long will the Japs nold 
out'.’’' There are all kinds of opin­
ions, but actually nobody knows.

We don't know, because no one in 
his right mind can pretend to un­
derstand the Oriental manner of 
thinking. They are unpredictable 
They are inconsistent. As one of­
ficer said, "They are uncannily 
smart one day, and dumb as hell 
the next."

Their values are so different from 
ours. The news broadcasts from 
Tokyo and Shanghai are an exam­
lie These broadcasts are utterly 
ridiculous.

During our first week on Okinawa 
they constantly told of savage coun­
terattacks when there weren't any. 
They told of driving a large part of 
our landing forces back to the boats 
and far out to sea, when actually 
they fired only a few shots onto the 
beaches.

On D-Day plus four, they broadcast 
that despite their counterattacks we 
finally succeeded ui landing 6.(XX) 
troops The truth is that by sun­
set of the first evening we had an 
incredible r.tftnber of scores of thou­
sands of Americans on Okinawa!

The crippled Jap air force cannot 
do us anything but spasmodic harm 
from now on. And their navy 
needn’t ever be considered. If you 
could see the colossal naval power 
we have here you could hardly be­
lieve your eyes It's one of the most 
impressive things I’ve seen in this 
war.

We have plenty of troops in re­
serve. and new convoys of supplies 
have already begun to arrive just 
as we finished unloading the origi­
nal massive supply fleet.

Converting I aland 
Into Big Baae

On Okinawa the majority of the 
Japs are on the southern tip. and 
In considerable strength The north­
ern area is being combed and a few 
scattered ones mopped t'p.

There is tough fighting in the 
south and It will remain tough to 
the end I’ve heard some officers 
say the south end of Okinawa may 
turn into another two Jima. That 
will mean heavy casualties on our 
side, but the end of Okinawa is in­
evitable

And while the army's 24th corps 
of infantry is doing that job. the 
rest of the island apparently is wide I 
open for us to develop and we are ■ 
doing it with our usual speed.

This island has everything we 1 
could want in such an island. There I 
is plenty of room for more airfields, 
room for roads and vast supply | 
dumps and anchorages for ships | 
And the civilians from whom we had 
expected trouble are docile and | 
harmless

Of course, Japan's vast land 
armies are still ulmost intact But 
if it does come to the great mass I 
land warfare of continental Europe. | 
we now are able to build up strength 
for that warfare right on the scene 

There is a lighting spirit among 
us. People are conjecturing about 
the possibility of the Pacific war 
ending sooner than we had ever al 
lowed out seises to think

For years it looked endless, but 
now you hear people talk about be 
ing home by Christmas Some real­
ly believe they will Others have 
their fingers crossed, but they are 
more hopeful than ever before

Instead of a war weariness, there 
seems to be a new eagerness among

our forces to sweep on and on, and 
wind the thing up in a hurry

• • •
The bulk of the battle of Okinawa 

is being fought by the army—my 
old friends, the doughfoots. This 
time the marines had it easy, and 
by the turn of circumstance the 
army is the one that has the job 
to do.

But my self-assignment on the 
Okinawa blitz was to write about 
the marines and that’s what I con­
tinue to do. I landed with the ma­
rines, crossed the island with them, 
and have been living with them 
amidst fleas, mosquitoes, goats and 
a few Japs, hiding under bushes. So 
naturally I want to tell you about 
them.

Marine corps blitzes out here have 
all been so bitter and the marines 
have performed so magnificently 
that I had conjured up a mental pic­
ture of a marine that bore a close 
resemblance to a man from Mars 
I was almost afraid of them myself

Finda Marines 
Human, After All

I did find the marines confident, 
but neither cocky nor smart-alecky 
1 found they have fears, and qualms, 
and hatred for war the same as I 
anybody else. They want to go 
home just as badly as any soldiers 
I've ever met. I found them good, 
human Americans.

They are proud to be marines 
They wouldn't be in any other 
branch of the service. Yet they are j 
not arrogant about it. And I found 
they have a healthy respect for the 
infantry.

One day we were sitting on a hill­
side talking about the infantry. One 
marine spoke of a certain army di­
vision- a division they had fought 
beside and was singing its praises 

"It's as good as any marine di­
vision.” he said.

"What was that you said?” a lis­
tener cut in.

The marine repeated it and em­
phasized it a little. Another ma­
rine stood up and called out. loudly:

"Did you hear what he said? This 
guy says there's an army division 
as good as any marine division. He j 
must be crazy. Haw, haw, haw!"

And yet other boys chimed in, ar­
guing very soberly, and sided with 
the one who had praised the army 
division.

• • •
Before I came into the field, sev­

eral marine officers asked me to 
try to sense just what the marine 
spirit is. just what causes it. and 
keeps it alive.

In peacetime when the marine 
corps was a small outfit, with its 
campaigns highlighted, and every- | 
body was a volunteer, you could un­
derstand why marines felt so su­
perior.

But since the war the marine 
corps has grown into hundreds of 
thousands of men. It has been di­
luted. so to speak. Today it is an 
outfit of ordinary people—some big. 
some little, some even draftees It 
has changed, in fact, until marines 
look exactly like a company of sol­
diers in Europe.

Yet that marine corps spirit still 
remains I never did find out what 
perpetuates it. They're not neces­
sarily better trained. They're no 
better equipped and often not as 
well supplied as other troops But 
a marine still considers himself a 
better soldier than anybody else, 
even though nine-tenths of them 
don't want to be soldiers at all.

e o 0
The marines are very cognizant 

of the terrible casualties they've 
taken in this Pacific war They're 
even proud of that too, in a way 
Any argument among marine units 
is settled by which has had the 
greatest casualties

Many of them even envistoned the i 
end of the marine corps at Okinawa. 
If the marine divisions had been ' 
beaten up here as they were on Iwo j 
Jima. the boys felt it would have j 
been difficult to find enough men of 
marine corps caliber to reconstitute 
all the divisions

They even had a sadly sardonic 
song about their approach to Oki­
nawa. the theme of which was.
'Go-'d-by. Marines!"

Identified by the letters “PW” printed on their hacks, Japanese prisoners of war march down Rizal 
avenue, Manila. I*. I., on their way to their daily work of clearing debris and rubble, helping to rebuild the 
city which they tried so hard to destroy. American policemen, with rifles ready, escort the Jap workmen 
to their task.—Soundphoto.

Taking time out during the march through Germany, personnel of the V. 8. army stage a rodeo for 
the entertainment of fellow G.I.s. Busters and riders from New York City competed with range hands from 
Texas. Almost every part of the country was represented. Entertainment of this type, officials say, does 
much to build the morale of the fighting men. This Is one of the reasons that the spirits of American sol­
diers has always been the envy of all countries.

Final Trip to the White House

The caisson carrying the earthly remains of Franklin D. Boose veil 
passed the White House when it arrived at the end of the military proces­
sion from the I nion station. Portion of the vast crowds outside the 
White House grounds shown in foreground. Services were held in the 
White House before interment at Hyde Park.

Sergeant Captures \ on Papen

Look Haili for Snakes on Okinawa

I've mentioned before about our 
fear of snakes before we got here 
Alt the booklets and literature given 
us ahead of time about Okinawa 
dwelt at length on snakes They 
told us there were three kinds of 
poisonous adders.

Well. I've kept a close watch and 
made a lot of inquiries And the 
i vault is that in the central part of 
Okinawa where we've been there

are just practically no snakes at all. 
Our troops have walked, poked, 

sprawled and slept on nearly every 
square yard of the ground. And in 
my regiment, for one. they have 
seen only two snakes

One was found dead The othei 
was killed by a battalion surgeon, 
coiled into a gallon glass jar and 
sent to the regimental command 
post as a souvenir.

Sgt. Herbert A. Stuebner of Chicago, right, once wounded on Guadal­
canal, was a member of the detail that captured former chancellor of 
Germany. Baron Frans von Papen. left, ton Papen was captured in a 
Ruhr po< ket by American troops, and Is believed to have been flown to 
the United Stales. He was taken by troops of the 194th glider regiment.

‘Speedboat Betty’

Speedboat Betty Carstairs, famous 
for speedboat exploits against Gar 
Wood, now operating a chain of 
freighters, has stated that she looks 
to air for her postwar career.

\\ inner of Trophy

Ann Curtis. San Francisco swim­
mer. who has been chosen as the one 
who. by performance, example and 
influence as an amateur athlete, did 
most during 1944 to advance sports.

Lion* or Timekeeper, 
Benchley Tamed 'Em!

At one time Robert Benchley 
wrote for a magazine which em- 

' ployed a timekeeper whose duty 
it was to dispatch nasty notes re­
questing explanations from em- 

' ployees who were absent or tardy. 
Upon receiving one of these un- 
pleasant missives, Benchley has- 

I tened to explain.
"It's true I was five minutes late 

this morning.” said Benchley, "but 
1 it was unavoidable. In passing the 
circus, on my way to work. I was 
brutally attacked by a dozen es­
caped lions. Summoning every 
ounce of strength in my body I 
fought the angry beasts off alone!"

The timekeeper discontinued his 
, practice of sending sharp notes.

Shaw Meant '1
George Bernard Shaw has never 

been accused of being excessively 
modest. At a gathering one eve­
ning, the English writer was in­
troduced ic an admiral. Delighted 
with this opportunity to get first 
hand information about matters 
nautical. Shaw deluged the naval 
man with questions.

“And now. Mr. Shaw," queried 
the admiral, "will you answer 
some literary questions for me?”

"I’d be glad to.”
“Can you tell me who is the

■ ablest contemporary playwright?"
“Ay, ay, sir,” replied G.B.S.

CLASSIFIED
DEPARTMENT

• Persons now engaged in essential 
industry will not apply without state­
ment of availability from their local 
United States Employment Service.

HEEP WANTED—MEN
Al TO SHEET METAL MEN 

AUTO MECHANICS 
AUTO PARTS MEN

Highest wages, plenty of overtime. Satur­
days. Sundays and holidays off. Laundry 
furnished, warm clean shop, modern equip­
ment. steady work.

DICK DU DOIS
«GO E Pike. EA.

Seattle Washington.

HOME FURNISHINGS St APPLI
ELECTRIC WATER HEATERS!

Save money! Buv direct. Write 
Jepson Electric Water Heater Co.

651 W. H9lh. Dept. IM. Seattle 7. Wash
Free Catalog STAMPED PILLOWCASES 

| Write W ESTERN ARTWORK COMPANY
Box 191 - Monrovia, California.

____  WANTED TO TRADE
SECOND-HAND STORE FOR SALE. Ex­
cellent location. 3 towns, no opposition. Will 
trade for ranch. Box 113«. Merrill, Oregon.

Preserve Our Liberty 
Buy U. S. War Bonds

GIKLSI WILL YOU! 
now about getting a picture postrard of a 
beautiful Hawaiian scene or Hula girl from 
a serviceman in Hawaii? How about the 
girl next door? At the office? Or1 You send 
the addreancs. we’ll mail the cards.or, what­
ever you want. Small donation for adver­
tising expenses, not necessary, but cheer­
fully accepted. Swamp us with requestB — 
we love It —Thanks.
MT. K. J.SULLIVAN, 37th Bombard
8qdn.,A.P.0.9K4C'/uP M .Man Francisco. Cal.

AT FIRST HOx
HONOFA^^^W

zOvw 
««666

Cold Preparations as directed

WOMEN'38to52’
art you embarrassed by

HOT FLASHES?
X.... — ......

If you suffer from hot flashes. 
I eel weak, nervous, hlghstrung. 

bit blue at times—due to the func-•_______________ __ _____________
tlonal •middle-age" period peculiar to 
women—try this greet medicine—Lydia 
K Pinkham's Vegetable Compound tc 
relieve such symptoms Pinkham's 
Compound hc?i n«tu». It's one of 
the best known medicines for this 
purpose Follow label directions.

WNU—13 17—45

Kidneys Must 
Work Well-
For You To Feri Well

24 hours every day, 7 days every 
week, never •topping, the k dneys filter 
waste matter from the blood.

If more people were aware of how the 
kidneys must constantly remove sur­
plus fluid, excess acids and other waste 
matter that cannot stay in the blood 
without injury to health, there would 
be better understanding of rfcg ths 
whole system is upset when kidneys fail 
to function properly.

Burning, scanty or too frequent urina­
tion some* mos warns that something 
is wrong. You may suffer nagg ng back­
ache, headaches, dixxinees, rheumatie 
pains, getting up at nights, swelling.

Why not try Doan's PiflkT You will 
bo using a medicine recommended the 
country over Doan’s stimulate the func­
tion of the kidneys and help them to 
flush out poisonous waste from the 
Mood They contain nothing harmful. 
Got Deen’s today, l ee with confidence. 
At all drug otoree.

Doans Pills
________ _______________-J______________ _


