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WHAT DESTROIS

AMERICAS TIMBER 2

Each year 210,000 forest fires
destroy more than 3 billion
board feet of America’s timber
—a critical material during war,
a vital one during peacetime re-
construction.

Of course, no person whostartsa
forest fire ever "'means to''. Just
as no one ever means to shoot an

Lightning starts 109, eof these
fires—fires that also kill wildlife,
cripple watersheds, and drain
1 million man-days of labor from
factories and farms each year.

A neglected campfire, a still-
smoldering cigarette '‘flipped”
away, a half-burned match—little
acts of carelessness that even in
normal times burn over 31 mil-

But undisputed champion of
damage by fire to our timber is
Homo Americanus— people
like you and me. Forevery year,
honest, earnest, law-abiding
American citizens cause 909
of our 210,000 forest fires.

And what's going to happen this
yvear? This year when there are
fewer men to police our forests
and practically no one to fight

| “unloaded’’ gun. He becomes
i iemporarily forgetful, instead;
emporarily "blind" to reason.

lion acres of American forest fire?
every year.

THIS IS AN EMERGENCY/

Something's got to be done right now about brush and
woods and forest fires in America. We face enormous
losses—in watersheds, timber, water power and manpower

unless you who might start such fires are extra careful.
So please remember these rules. Please memorize them.
Remember that this year, with so many men away, there
may be GREATER DANGER THAN EVER to America's

woodlands and forests
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