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/ SICILY. —For many months both Germans and I ive been batter
~ s P T Co— ing Britain's lifeline through the Mediterrand planes based upon
e . o strategically located Sicily. From these than h wombers have shuttled
i l 6 across the 60 miles of water to blast the British base at Malta. An air-borne
g ohob S SV v has undoubtedly long been held here in ant ition of dropping in on
. / e 1ita at the opportune moment. But the solid defenders of Malta have
. ¥ a never weakened. Instead they have exacted a terrible toll of Nazi planes
i ) —) sy and pilots
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VARG I ' = S e Italian in name only . |
P '. i rel * y The geography of Italy forces her to be ready to defend herself from
A - sed |‘ 0“'“‘ many directions, but also gives her many geograph i1l advantages T'o
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There are good reasons for this Italian caution, Italy is a poor nation with
many people and little wealth. She has lions of soldiers, but little coal
and iron to m weapons for them nd little will to fight to the finish
Her ast line is long and her food supg s dependent upon other coun
tries. Italy's chief ambitions were to build a new Roman empire around
the Mediterranean sea, to open the English-held door to the Atlantic at
Gibraltar and by conquering Egypt and the Sudan to link up Ethiopia
with Italy.




