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SPIRIT OF GHOST TOWNS

(Continued from page two®

(host Tow

Waldo

It is nearing Christmas now,

the BOth Anniversary Jubilee
f the trail blazer whose road ran
it the foot of the cliff by Waldi

set for December 15th, and

old Waldo all

the store

1ft standing

erected in

ruins ghost

1863—and it n

town!—and the memories of

Waldo are so distinet that am

Daught

Pioneers there is a

woman who had hoped that there
mignt nave been this Year a com
munity Christmas tree at Waldo,
with candles on it and with sing
ng carollers about it as there
ilways was in the glorious days

when the miners and the people of
the Valley foregathered in the old

store in ruins now, There is

to be a community Christmas tree

along the Redwood Highway—she
had longed for one on the old
trail road that runs through the

Waldo., It must needs

Redwood
might yet be one on the
Waldo, on

grains of

townsite of
be on the H!;_{h\\h_\.
But thers
ground at

that

memoryful
the ground had

gold in it

another

that

There is WOoman
her folks

who remembers

were one day and a night; another

day and another night: and a da
three days and two nights on
trail road in going from Wal-

do out of the Illinois Valley to
the sea As the crow flies it is
only twenty miles from her old

home in the Valley to the far
sounding sea
“Ihd

was asked

you drive t often?”’ she

“Yes, quite frequently,” she re

ed

On business? he yste 15k
od

Oh, no she replie her face

A woman living on

Highway recently drove I Ne
hou

ind ¥o night

and two day this

daughter of an Illinois Val
repeated in a rer

as she thougt e

again of the other days that were
Ve lled with plea
res arcely k b WA

Town

(rhost
Waldo iz its name!

There are too many ghost towns

America the beautiful

Only a few have such memories

born in the

ymes

as the first

the Illinois Valley Pioneers carry

in their treasuring and evaluating

minds
And

there is a daughter of a

certain pioneer who wishes to see

the Ljul_lit'! i adays of historie Sail

wrs’ Diggings—Ilater called Waldo

this daughter wishes to Sk
again the glory t never has de
parted but lingers still in the
ruins—even in the ruins of the

old store building now standing

wishes to see the

sstored and the
it [':I|1\"~l and
ones again: as
was when the

dug the precious metal

gulches and held a feast

rratitude to Him for His gift of
gold
So she wishes to see the old

store building made life like again

as she and ever so many re

member it to have bheen
“Sentiment,” vou Sa v sheer

sentiment
That is
But

foundation of everything

true
somehow sentiment is the
It is the lasting foundation of

the home

It i1s the final

world
sentiment

Love IS a

Men are

dying for the lack of

Sentiment rules the world So

we must agree that this daughter

of an Illinois Valley Pioneer is

quite justified in indulging her
sentiment sSince the memaries
which linger about the old store
building econcern her mother and

father and their devotion to all
that is highest and best
One of the hallowing memories

that adorns the ennobling picture
gallery in her mind is of the night

r religious

the man came who in h

for all that is good

in the store, witl
father clos Ir cshe
into the faith that
was theirs and is her and ever

faith which is the

iIctory that overcoms the warld

Do vou wondeg that this daugl

ter of an [llinois Valley Piones

N2 to see the 1 atore reator
ed?

The store building may be re
tored for it still stand n ruir
t he re but it can be easily 1
tored

Not 20 the house which stood by
and stood in almost pristine

grandeur until a few hort sea-

S0ONs it was demolished

And

been papered with

ago when

that is the house which had

newspapers, so

they say No, papered
suggestion of a

really, the
walls was the
library. For the newspapers were
told the

War,

and
of the

arranged I1n order

printed story Civil

whny writers

COme to Waldo for

news about

that is were wont to

informing
That
again

made the

".'l‘"' :'"'| '|l'-i-i‘-"\-
house cannot be made to live

but the old store can be

begirning  of that unfulfilled

dream which a thoughtful person

conceived for the preservation «

historic ocument

It i1s a matter of genuine interest
that or of the several objective
n the S0th Anniversary Jubilee
of the trail (fragments

blazer

of whose Kindly consideration of

the peopls f his time are to b
een in portions of the trail road
wh remain as it only now

the workers on the wayvs keej

it in repair) one of the objee
tives in this remembrance of ths
trail blazer is to memorialize the
discovering miners and the pio
neering families following eclose
upon them

But what form of permanent
vialue and historie interest could
stand for all the eventful and

colorful life of Sailors’ Diggings
and Waldo?

As a this de
voutly wished expression of grow

the

beginning toward

ing appreciation for pioneers
in those glorious days the follow
widely dis

ing program is being

"'-l""‘"'i and is arousing unusual In
terest

1. Secure the town site of Wal
do

- Make it into a
Park

3. Restore the old

4. Make of it a

Memorial

'llﬂ]lill‘:g
Museum of the

vast quantities of materials

rare
homes of the

to be found in the

descendants of the Pioneers
S Build a

Home—the

r"]!]il'}l of the old

Briggs famed house

fortress to which the early settlers

r attacks by the

repaired d
Indians

6. Make this an Old
Memorial Home

i. The residents in the Memor
ial Home to be custodians of the

irators 0l the museum.

park, «

BETTER THAN BRITAIN

The

has one: [llinois Valley has two!

Empire of Great Britain

And the building of the Red
'-'-'H-f H "':'_'»\Zl'u' 19 respor fl|1' f ] |
I he i rs came over lar I
the TiTtie f the A8t century and

they found gold

and the place of

their finding was called

I)IL"L'H;Z‘ The sailors got gold and
went
Th

nols

away

settlers of 1l

homesteaders

* permanent

Valley were

largely, coming with the ti

;-n:]mhn.:ll: which swept over the
western plaing and climbed the
rockies and rode down the river

toward the sea

courses

They are the truly remembered
and highly [-l'l,'.»-ni ploneers, win
ners of the west and builders

grander nation

Illinois Valle

membrances of

the larger

Here in

them

indeed

remen

perpet 1al

brance their deeds and their lives

to build finally the
Museum, or

thus

t 18 proposed
Waldo Memo

something similar to it;

and
memaol

with the

preserve fading

1als of inecreasing value

swift pass r of the years A
few Illino Valley Ploneers whi
Al n the early fifties and bors
the arduous tasks of those diffi
il ve, great souls and heroie,
have lingered until lately T'his
is written to our irreparable sor
Fow within the space of sev

eral months they have moved over

into the Lightsome Land beyond

the stars—and they took with
them |in]w?l~'}::||\h values lost to
us here because there was no

suitable way of treasuring them

I'he project of providing such a
place merits the heartening and
the encouraging which we all al
together might give

To ecarry over and to carry

works of the

Intermountain

tlong the mighty

creators of the

world in which we live, the Sona

and Daughters of the Illinois Val
ley Pioneers has been organized,
with Mrs. Addie Skeeters Martin

as president

Now
groups growing up together in [l
Valley: descendants of the
folk who

comers

there ars two wonder
linois
settlers and the

be -t_\-'ll'n' the new

early
may
Highway

It 15 the Redwood

which makes the difference
The dese

who

folk
the

of the
Valley in

e¢ligible to becoms

came to the

last century are

member f the Sons and Daugh
ters of the Ilinoi \..I!i"_‘ Pio
neers I'he ecentur marks ths

difference

The late comers, the |« favor

ed people who did not discover

this delectable place until re

cently, they are marked off by a

distinetion which s very moderr
nieed It is the building of the
Redwood Highway That 18 the
point between the real ploneers

late arrivals

British |

and the

Now the mpire has

only one aristoeracy: Illinois Va
leyv has two! There is the aristod
racy the social prestige which 1
heres in auctual residence in a land
Then there is the aristocracy which
inheres in the social standing of
the traveled trader professiona
folk who come late into settled
communities the world over
Illinois Valley has both orders

of society
And f the

to be served Iin the

one prime purposes

Kioth Anniver




