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EREMONY AT-
TENDED BY 300

Actual Ditch Construction Commenced!Thursday.
-~President Gilkey, President Anderson,
Judge Jewell, Secretary Blanchard
and Mayor Kinney Speak.

The irrigation excursion to the
ment dam on Thursday, to cele-
hrate the starting of the construc-
on work on the canals was one of
he most successful affairs of the
ind that has ever been pulled off in
his city, and it goes a long way to-
ard having the deep and absorbing
nterest taken by the people gener-
Ily in the irrigation business. With
ery little advertising and on short
notice, fully 300 people went up to
he Dam and participated in the in-
eresting ceremonies of an  occa-
gion long to be remembered as it I8
lwithout doubt the starting point of
great prosperity for Grants Pass and
Josephine County. There has been
many public events In this valley
ithin the last quarter of a century,
hut none of them promised as great
esnlts as the system of Irrigation
jitches contemplated by our local
Irrigation company. This seemed to
be well understood by all those who
turned out to witness the lifting of
the first shovel full of earth in the
work of construction followed by the
plows and scrapers thus announcing
to an anxious and sympathetic public
that the Important enterprise had ac-
tunlly been commenced.

On Wednesday it was decided that
the ceremonies above outlined
should take place the following day.
A felegram was sent to the General
Passenger Agent of the Southern Pa-
cific at 10 a. m, asking for a train to
take the people to dam. No re-
ply was received untll 3 o'clock In
the afternoon which announced that
the traln was at tno service of the
people and that it would cost $76.
An elghth sheet bill was soon printed
giving particulars of the excursion
and paming the hour 1 p. m. the
next day as the time the traln would
start.

(Closing the Stores,

A eommlittee from the Commercial
Clitb visited the business houses and
requested them to close thelr stores
from 1 to 4 p. m. This request was
compled with and when the train
started Thursday afternoon, it
had on board 220 people. Tha
oxenrslon traln alde
Irnck o few
wer No, 14 from the south to arrive
and soon as it pulled Into the yurds
the train started out and it so hap-
1 ened  that numhes of ex
cursionists who on the south
alde of No. 14 and did not see the
Ament dam excursion train pull out,

nn

walted on a

minutes for the passen-

nuite A
were

weoere left

The Courler was Informs- |

ied that fully 40 people were thus
disappointed, some of these secured
carrlages and drove up and others
walked; others gave up the trip.
Arriving at the Dam.

It was a jolly crowd on board the
excursion train made up as it was of
the best cltizens of both Grants Pass
and Josephine county. There were
numerous ladles in the party and
these fair ones seemed to enjoy the
occasion equally as did the gentle-
men. As the train pulled up at the
dam the passengers were requested to
halt after they were out of the cars
long enough to allow Photographer
Lewls to make a picture of the party,
with the train for a background.
This being done the people walked
up to a point just below the dam
where numerous stakes indicated
that the Civil Enginer had marked
the place where the maln gravity |
canal was to be started. We were |
told that this canal would bhe 12 feet
wide on the bottom, six feet deep
and 24 feet wide on top.

The Interesting Ceremonies

As soon as the party had arrived '.
on tha ground, four magnificent
teams, drawing plows and scrapers
took positions along the place mark-
ed off by the surveyors' stakes,
These teams composed of |
horges, each animal of which would
welgh more than 1500 pounds, They
much admired and were de-
clared a credit, not only to their
owners, but to the county, and the
oceaslon. .

were

weare

At a glven slgnal It was announced '

| that “Aamerien” would be sung
by the audlence, Mayor Kinney
| leading After the slaging,
the assembly was called (o order

by President Glikey, who acted as
Rev, Robt,
| MeLean lad in prayver while the vast
with uncovered
President
fol

||1|a_-;trr of coremonies,

atood
| heads After the
| Gllkey spoke substantially a8

[ andience
prayer

lows
! President Gilkey's Introductory Talk.
Gentlemen, Fellow Citizens

here

Ladies,
our
the opening
Rogue River
peclally Josephine
ary 18, 1008, will be a date long to
remember in the
ghall be made to

marks |
for the
and more es
Fobru- i

gathering today

of 4 new eri

Valley
County

vealrs to come when
| this valley “hlos-
lg.',m as the rose’” by reason of the
I1"'l'f!" tlon of the gntorprise we now |
:I.u:un:lu:.lw
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' much half cultivated, as at

‘1 found that

push the work to early completion.
We are depending on no outside pow-
ers, no governmental machinery to
complicate, hinder or delay our pro-
gress. We can, if we will, have a
system of Irrigation to cover our
lands as rapldly as tae said lands are
ready for the water, This means
more to us than the most optimistic
of you have ever dared to dream.

All kinds of questions are belng
arked. Why was this particular pro-
ject chosen? Why not go to Savage
Rapids, Rock Point, Gold Hill or
some other point farther up the river
and take out a gravity line and save
the cost of pumping, ete, ete? Do
you realize, friends, that it would re-
quire a ditch no less than 140 miles
long to bring the waters from Rogue
River to cover less than two-thirds
of the lands we propose to cover by
this system? This is saying nothiag
of the expensive rock work and other
obstacles we would encounter.

Our plan is to put In a gravity

ommenced

are today taking our irrigation wa- |

ter from the stream of our own val-
ley, Notwithstanding the fact that
gome of our neighboring cities over
on Bear Creek, one of them twelve
1iles and the other 256 miles from
Rogue River, would lay elalm to be-
ing the Rogue River Valley and even
k0 80 far as to propose to put up
s:gns at Gold Hill and Ashland as
the begloning of the end of Rogue
Liver Valley, clalming that Grants
Pass {8 not to be considered. Just
let them walt until this frrigation

system I8 in operation and they will
learn that Grants Pass is to be con-
sidered, and since the real rule of
progress Is to begin at the lower end
and work up we will develop our re-
sources in our own way, for we are
the “Rogue River Valley proper"
and are entitled to the full rights
and benefits of the name, and when
the flelds and farms about Grants
Pass reach {ts ideal development we
will not shut out our melghbora on

M AT A e R m——
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diteh on either gide of the river and
cover all the lower lands which will

1
famount to some five to elght thous-

Then
on

and ncres, two high line
ditches, the sonth and one
on the north side of the river, at an
elevation of 360 feet and possibly
one or two
which the water will be pumped. Al-
together the svatem will cover from
fifteen to  twenty thousand acres,
This will be the valley of small hold-
ings as no one will need a guarter
of land the purpose of
making a good living, bt the man

one

geetion for
with five, ten or twenly aeres under
n high state of cultivation wil make
more thap the one with ten times ns
present.
President Anderson’s Snecech,

M. J
Commeraial

Anderson, president of the
Club,
nnd spoke as followa
Mr. President

I did not hetr of your fntention to
this

wis  Introdoced

colebhrate this oceaslon  untll

morning at Rosebureg, where | have

been attending to some land cases

Last week | was taken glek and when

you were to relebhrate

this occaslon 1 rose from a slek bed

determined to be with you at any

tout it has been my pleasure and

| plensant duty to act as the president

of the' Grants Pass Commersial Club,
and 1 am deeply Interested In what
vou are doing, This ls the
event and will be more far-reaching
in Its results than anything that ever

greatest

hanpened at Grants Pass, Irrigation
will completely reclalm every foot of
avallable soll In Josephine County so
that In a few yoara the whole valley
will blossom with orchards and vine
yards The
County have struggled

people  of Tosephine

for years Lo
hetter conditions, but today yon cnst
the dle whereby the whole district s
smancipated and will

subiect to droughts

no longer he
In the past we
have boon consclous of the presence
of the "knocker,” but from and after
this day It will become him to hold
his peace and If he ean’t say some

thine good about hia home town o |

way nothing at all, (and holding up a
printed eard to the audlencs
“"Hoout or

read, ha qulet)

the motto adopted In our offices ¢!

the Forestry Reserve and It ought to |

be adopted as our motto at this tim:

|
We are living In the beautiful val

THE AMENT DAM.

1
Intermediate lines into

which {

This I8 |er In the doctrine that all things | however, and had worked up 'l‘-'“"rl'll}‘ the operating expenses, Then

Bear Creek as tributary beneficlaries
to the name of the Great “Rogue
River Valley,"” of which Grants Pass

s the center and sole city lylng along

slde and wholly within (ts natural
boundary.

Josephine County ag a whole Is the
richest district in Southern Oregon.

The finest timber, the richest min-
eral deposits, the richest soll’ and
practically the only home of the

tokay grape In Bouthern Oregon,
et us not forgat our neighboring
valleva, Let us work for the inter-
est of all the valleys, especlally In
Josephine County, Let us not speak
dlsparagingly of onr nelghbors in
the county adjoining for In doing so
an
River Valley should embrace
tributaries and one cannot

we do ourselves
Rozue

nll LE]

injury

gneak agalost the others or any of
his own

locality, and it 18 not a good thing

them without condomning

ANY WOy Lo attempt o grow by Lear
The Hogue
Itiver Valloy I® known far and wide
#s the fertllo
in Oregon, and 1t Is well If the whole

Ing anvbhody else down

most and productive

pralsed by all

Lt us re- |

HURRY UP THE 50,000

JOSEPHINE COUNTY BOOKLET

We Are Very Late With

the $5,000 Fund to Ad-

vertise this City and County and the Golden
Opportunity Is Slipping Away.

Committees of the Commerecial
Club are at work end eavoring to
complete the necessary subscriptions
of $6000 to carry forward the ad-
vertising campalgn for this year
which is one of the most important
in the history of Josephine county.
We need the 50,000 booklets at once
which It is proposed to Issue In the
interest of the whole county and
should have been printed at last

) days ago,

It is now very Important that the
balance of the $§56000 be ralsed with-
out an hour's delay beyond what is
absolutely necessary.

The booklets will contaln 64 pages
and the matter will be a full showing
of the resources of the county, cov-
ering ranches, frult farms, small
frults, vineyards, Irrigation, placer
and quartz mining, our timber and
lumber Interests, besldes a chapter
on game as well as the finest fishing
in the world.

The publication of this booklet
will be under the general directlon
of the Commercial Club, out the
writing will be by speclalists who
will cover the varlous toples as-
slgned them from an actual knowl-
edge of the subject In hand.

If the miners and farmers of the
county and the business men of all
our towns will be liberal in thelr
contributions the necessary money
will be ralsed In a few days. This

every one do all In our power to
complete the subseription list as
goon as possible, What we need Is
new men to come into this country
to help us in the great work of de-
velopment. This will reduce our
taxation, increase the value of our
individual holdings and make this
the leading frult county in the stete.

The work before us to be accom-
plished by the advertising campaign
this year, to put It short, is to bring
men with caplital into this county to
clear up our stump and brush lands
and plant them to apples, pears and
grapes; to open our mines which
are rich in gold and copper and will
warrant the Investment of the capl-
tal neccssary to develop them. This
being the year of the great Alaska-
Yukon and Pacific Exposition hun-
dreds of thousands will be In attend-
ance there and If they know before
hand that there I8 such a place as
Jogephine County with Its op-
portunities to make fortunes and
homes it 18 safe to say that thous-
ands of them will buy excursion tle-
ketg from the cast so as to take In
Grants Pass elther golng or coming.

This I8 certainly the year to adver-
tise our resources with the one end
in view and that !s to bring to us
hundreds of new gettlers with thelr
energy and wealth, Let us not keep
our lght hid under a bushel, but
place It before the world that all

matter I8 so Important to all our
interests that we must each and

,may see this, the lapd of health, sun-
shine and opportunity, 1

“““ R AR

OF FORGERY”

‘ Under tha above heading two noaws-
papers of Grante Pass last week pub
lshe! sintements of lihelous nature re-
gardiog W. K. Merelll, ol the Paclfic
! lelophone & Telegraph  Company,
| Among other libelous stetements 1L was
intimated that thie pames of two Med-
ford physiclans on the list of protest
aguinat the granving of a franchise to
the new telsphons compnoy st Medford
ware lorged, One of thess physicians

The | e vepadisted the Yonr marks ol lnruvg

wiy' by the fullowing stntemant in the
‘ Mediord Triboang of \u-ul.l'l'llll)'f

‘THE TOLEDO HOME
TELEPHONE COMPANY

Stock That Is ANl Water Given Free
By Way of Bonus—1"lan

of Operation,

inlee together at the advent of ‘Illlil

day Lot us get together and work
Tt ue stand shoulder tao shoulder In
the great work of development which |

Is just hegun., Lot us exert ourselves

in sedson and out of season 1o biring

to the knowledge of the world the In- |

County
it
ever moving onward we are bound to

finlte resources of Josephine

Lot there be no one 1o pull back

,win
L

| thank you for the opportunity of

siying these few words, which | as

sure you come from my heart, but
which are expressed on the lmpulse

of the moment

Remarks of Judge Jowell,
The next
Stephen

Mr

wWns
gald
Land fems

Wpenker
.|--\&'|'?T’ who

Preslident, nnd Gentle
men

An the

Insephine County

diferent organizations ol

are  roepresented

here at this time, It Is it and propor
that the
| repre -u-‘r:?m'

county at jarge should be

| hinve always been a strong bhellev-

| work togethor for good 1t before

all things work togother for

that wll

can

good, It g very nocesspry

(Continued on page 4.)

Judge |

|

| {From the Nows-Hen, Toledo, Ohlo.)
That story the

Home Telephone Company (neremnse

the dividends of Its
from 65 to 6 per cent. will
mighty Interesting reading

for the people of Toledo, who have

|
nbout

ing
atock
make

to foot the bills. When this company |

first saw the lght of day It got a
franchise from the probate court,
and the promoters thomselves fixed
the rates In that franchise that
should be charged for 'phone sers
vice, Thelr argument In favor of
the fraschise was that an Independ-
|ent company would losure competi

tlon and result in Jower raten for
telephones, That sounded good
at the time, But franchise grab-

hers generally do carry a fne line of

| smooth conversation to spread out
before the publle when they want
specianl privileges And the Home

I'vlephone promoters were not a bit
{uhy of this particolar kKind of salve,
After they got thelr franchise,
there
change of tune,

thelr

wias a sudden
Patrons found that

three-year contract ex-

‘.'I. business,
when

price, And the people of Toledo

Toledo |

| To the Public:

| Relative 10 my nama sppeariog on a
| cortain romonsirance againgt the Oiti-
| zoup Telephone Company establishing a
[ parvies in sho elty, will say my signa-
[ture was authorized by an lotimate
{frlend of mioe who presnmed that [

wounld be of the same mind and opinlon

that he (8; bot | wish to say sgain that
|1 did not sign she remonstrance and
s in favor of & bome welaphone sy
'tem, And by investigation 1 have
| tound out, conclusively, that my name
| wan not forged by the Paolfie Telephone
& Telograph Compnmy, or any of their
] reprosentatives or agen's,

Du. K. R, Breny,

are paving that boosted price now.
There was another fine exhibition of
smooth Wo were
told that the more telephones you
operate the more (L costs, ete,, ole,,
Particulnrly the ete,, and
all of us had to dig down for the
boonted price.

| The plalo truth about it Is that
wanted the money
To beglin
with, the promoters controlled both
the telephone company and the cou-
! the tele-
contractod

conversation,

ole,

|the promoters

.tllnl knew how to get It

plryotion  company An
compnny, they
with themselves to pay themsolves
16 per cent. on cotiitruotion.  That
In, tor every dollar they spent as the

they made 15

phone

telephone  company,

per cent, profit as the construction
[compuny Then they floated the
Ihnm!!i at B7Y% with 100 per cent,
ook  bonus, Thuat means that
overy porson who bought a $100
bond and pald $87.60 for It was

'p:iw-n $100 of stock, par value, as a
(bonus, And every dollar of the
'quurlt wie waler

| We don't how much the
|plant cost, but a bhond fesne of §2-
{500,000 was authorized, and & stock
| Insue of the same amount. If all
|the bonds und stock have been In-
'Iﬂlll'il thera I8 a capital Habllity of
$5,000,000, Pirst the people must
1pu)‘ onough In telephone rental to

know

Iuru--w.h to pay Interest on the bonds;
nnd after that enough to pay divi
donds on the stock., The moment

things be first put together for that | pired, the company had boosted the | the company ean drag enough money

| (Continued
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