Rogne River Conrier,

e

VOL. XXIV.

GRANTS PASS, JOSEPHINE COUNTY, OREGON, FRIDAY, JANUARY 8, 1909.

—_—

NO. 41

COMMERCIAL CLUB
EXHIBIT BUILDING

Needs Help of Merchants,
Miners and Farmers.

AN IMPORTANT ENTERPRISE

The Crisis is at Hand and Every-
body Must be Will-
ing to Help

There I8 one crylng need In Grants
Pass at this time which should re-
cefve attentlon without delav and
that is that the busines and profes-
slonal men should get together and
stand together to build up the city
and county. It Is an easy matter to
forget that wé owe something to the
place In which we make a livellhood.
No man has a right to neglect &
publie duty and It Is at this point
#0 many of us fall, To give all an
opportunity to contribute to the pub-
lic weal Is the reason for organizing
Chambers of Commerce, Boards of
“Trade or Commercial Clubs.
Every man who  does bus-
ness with the public falls short of
his duty If he falls to connect him-
self with an organization of this
kind If one exists in the town in
which he does business, Here in
Grants Pass we have what {8 known
a8 the Commerclial Club, a popular
organization which has done good
service In representing aright the ln-
terests of the eity. 1ts good work ex-
tends in all directions and from first
to last it has been a credit to the
municipality and its business Inter-
estg. There 18 only one thing lack-
ing and that 18 funds to carry out the
great work it finds to do.

First the Commercial Club should
have & home of its own so as to be
able to make an extensive display of
Josephine County's fruits, vegetables
grains and minerals. This display
should be made near the depot and
for this purpose a building should be
erected on the raflroad grounds. 1In
such & structure the Commercial
Club could have its home and thus
save rent. The question of how to
get the money necessary for the con-
struction of such & bullding will
quite naturally present {tself to the
mind of the reader. The answer in
CHsY. Appoint a live committee 1o
vigit every mining man, farmer, fruit
grower, business and professional
man in the county and get from these
the ready money needed to put up
the Dbuilding. For once let all
classes stand shoulder to shoulder in

had the opportunity, Then why not
all Join to provide the means for a
bullding that will be instrumental in
bringing men and women to help
keep up the churches. It must be
admitted that without the new blood
our churches would have langulshed
wd fnally failed for the want of sup-
port. It is clearly a duty that every
man and woman owes at this crisis
to help provide this home for the
Commerclal Club which will barely
cost more than $2500.

WATER RIGHTS ARE
UPSET BY COURTS

Impossible for Persons or Corpora-
tion to Hold Right
for Speculation

One of the most important decls-
lons that hus been handed down by
the Oregon Supreme court In many
years was placed on record Tuesday,
when the court held that the Con-
gressional act of March 3, 1857, re-
lating to settiement on public lands,
lnlts  all reparfan  rights  subse-
quently acquired except to the ex-
tent of the use of water for domes-
tie purposes. This decision, there-
fore limits the rights of such ripar-
Ian owners to the rights they have
acquired as appropriators, except as
to domestic uses, which are too un-
important to be worth conslderation.

Under this decision it s impossi-
ble for any person or corporation to
acquire and hold a power or lrriga-
tlon right for speculative purposes.
Those persons, therefore who have
filed on water powers on the Rogue
the Deschutes and other rivers must
put the water to beneficial use or
forfeit thelr right to the first person
who does apply It to such use, The
opinion Is of the greater importance
coming just at this time, for the rea-
son that the subject of water law Is
to be taken up by the Leglslature,

This court I8 the first one in the
]‘?nlted States to construe the act of
Congress of March 3, 1877, in this

particular. It in no way affects the
rights of persong who wequired
rights prior t- 1877, or who

quired riparfan lords gince that tivie
and put the water to a beneficial use.
The man or corporation who has
held riparian land without making
use of the water Is the one affected
by the decision,

The government cannot by leglsia-
tion, determine for any state, after
its admission, what Its legislation
relative to riparian or other water
rights shall be, but may dispose of
Its public land and all rights inecl-
dent thereto In such manoer as it
mny deem best, and elther at the
game time or by separate acts, make
such reservations therefrom, by
grant, dedication or otherwise, as it

may see fit.
The water flowing over the publie
domaln s & part thereof and the

the work of bullding up our County | Natjapal Government mny grant or

and Itg Capital city,
appeal to all who are Interested in
the prosperity of this geographical
division of the Rogue River Valley

If it wers a church that one of the
popular denominations wanted to

build and it should require $15,000

This move |
should, and we firmly belleve, will |

otherwise dlspose of its riparian In-
terest separate from the rest of the
rstate,

Any one acquiring title to any
part of the publie domain  subse-
quent to the date of the act of Con-
gress of March 3,1877, accepted It
with title thereto with full knowl-
ledge of the law In force at the time

or $20,000, the money very properly
1d Le forthcomng, We would and subject to the full import there-
vt fesl proud that we of
o= e o ————— =
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1 (Che New

Year comes—it’s

up to us to start it right;
The leaf is turned and here’s a
page that’s clean and bright,
Let’s blot out every old mis-
take and vain regret,
-And make our nineteen hun-
dred nine the best year yet.

R. H O'Neill

The Housefurnisher

“CLEANER AND
BETTER FRUIT”

Grave Danger Threatens
Apple Orchards.

VIGILENCE IS CALLED FOR

Apple Crop of the Country for a Ser-
ies of Years by the Agri-
cultural Department,

The apple is without doubt the
King of all Fruits and if there are
any who have been hesitating about
planting an orchard for fear the
price will fall below a profit, they
should read the following article
taken from the January 2 number
of the Saturday Evening Post,
The introduction of thiz article has
reference to the Apple Show which
recently took place at Spokane and
we omit It as not material, The
article itsell 18 & wonderful showing
of the apple prospects generally and
the conclusions are so clearly drawn
that he who takes the trouble will be
uble to see that the man who plants
an apple orchard and protects it
from the pests will have the best
paying investment known among the
industries. Quoting from the artl-
ele In question we have:

“The National Apple Show ldea
was projected by the Spokane County
Hortleultural  Soclety and was
heartlly supported by the business
men of Spokane.,  Thelr motto was:
‘Cleaner and better frult and more
of I.' To waccomplish this, how-
ever, as the most intelligent sup-
porters of the apple Industry per-
celve, It will be necessary to bring
about radical changes In the man-
ner of cultivating apples on this con-

tinent, There must be general
betterment of conditions in the com-
merclal  orchards. If  this |8 not

done the United States and Canada,
within a few vears, will probably be
forced to Import apples instead of

exporting them, In support of
the bellef that the domestic sup-
supply I8 insufliclent I8 the fant

that, if It had not been for the enor-
mous crops In the Pacific and North-
western Btates and Provinces last
year an apple famine would have re-
sulted. In many of the Middle-
Western and  Eastern  States the
yields were small last season, duse to
the fallures In numerous instances,
but generally because of pests. Or-
chards had been neglected and, In
scores of places, the trees have been
permitted to dle  through lack of
even ordinary attention, while, agaln
In others the growers did not know
how to combat Insects and diseases
It was to Improve these conditlions,
by making Investigations and sug-
gesting remedies to bring about more
satiafactory results that the growers
were Invited to come to Spokane
“In 1896, the total product of the
apple crop of the country was 64, -
Ui, 000 barrels, or 172,675,000
bushels, Since then hundreds
thousands of acres have nd-
ded, and methods of frult growing
have Improved, yet the government
reports show that the aggregate
crop in all the states In the Union
was not more than 25,000,000 bar-
rels, or 62,500,000 bushels in 1908
"To understand the decreases in
the production of apples In the
Unlon In the last 12 years refer-
ence should be made to the statls-
tles complled by the Federal Depart-
ment of Agriculture. Growers pro-
duced 60,540,000 barrels of apples
In 1895, and €8,070,060 barrels In
1896, the banner year In the history
of the country. There was a de-
crease of nearly 28,000,000 barrels,
or more than the entire crop of
1608, In 1897, when the yleld
amounted to 41,636,000. Another
decrease followed in 1898, the yie.d
belng placed at 23,670,000 ba.rele,
but In 1899 and 1900 there were
substantial Increases, the yi='i be
Ing 37.560,000 and 47,760,000 bar-
rels respectively. There was a drop
of 20,890,000barrels in 1801, while
1902 showed an Increase of 20,655,-
000 barrrels, the crop that year be-

ing estimated at 47,825,000 barrels.

of
been

Forty-Eve milllon barreln eof fruit

were produced In 1903, and in 1904
the yvield was 300,000 barrels great-
er.  Taen In 1905, It dropped to 23-
500,000 barrels, and fn 1906 It in-
creased to 36,130,000 barrels. The
crop of 1907 fell off to 256,000,000
barrels.

“The apple growing (ndustry is a
substantial one; In fact, few enter-
prises offer surer or more attractive
profits. or more healthful and pleas-
ant occupation. A small Invest-
ment will secure a beginning, and
trustworthy Ilterature can be had
readlly from the Department of Ag-
rliculture and the numerous horti-
cultural and farm journals., There
never will be an overproduction of
first-class stock. It is, In fact, im-
possible at the present time to pro-
duce the enormous quantity of good
apples requisite to meet the demand.
This is evidenced by the fact that
Eogland, Germany, France, Den-
muark, Australin and the Orlent are
already drawing upon the orchards
in Washington, ldaho, Oregon and
British Columbia. When this ex-
port trade Is firmly established, as it
will be In a few years, the demands
upon the growers will be largely in-
creased. This means more new or-
chards and better care of the older
Ones.

“That apple-growing (n the North-
west has passed the experimental
stage and {8 already a factor may be
gathered from officinl  statements.
More than 16,000,000 growing trees
were reported by horticultural in-
spectors In Washington, Oregon and
Idaho, at the close of the season of
1908, and of these 6,744,161 bore
frult that year. The total ¢rop
reached an estimated value of from
416,000,000 to $20,000,000. Wash-
ington, with 2,935,824 producing
trees, was seventeenth in the list in
number of trees and second In pro-
ductiveness, Oregon had 2,825,088
bearing trees and Idaho reported
982,340 trees In fruit, When the
other trees now growing come in-
to bearing In 1812 it Is estimated
the yleld will be about 64,000,000
bushels, or 1,500,000 bushels more
than the total erop of the United
States In 1908, equal also to the
wheat yleld of the three States that
year, Washington had 6,332,007
apple trees at the beginnlng of the
season, during which 2,600,000 were
get out, with more than 3,000,000
contracted for to be planted In 1908,
Oreégon had 5,500,000 and set out 2,-
000,000 more, while Idaho reported
2,600,000,

“The apple {8 the natlonal frult of
Amerioa. This ean hardly be ques
tloned in face of the fact that In ho-
tels, restaurants, resorts, tralos,
steamers and homes the frult s ser
vird throughout the year But
while thore are applea everywhere,
apparently, the supply {8 not suif-
clent to go around, and, s a result,
there must be many places where
an apple 18 regurded as more of &
luxury than It shonld be

“Ambitious apple-growerg In the
Northwest und elsewhere gaw more
attractions In  the Natlonnl Apple
Show than the premiums offered by
the management. They belleve |t
will prove Its greatest success from
an educntional viewpolnt,™

Webh Jury Disagrees,

of Louis R. Weblh of
who was arrested some
months ggo on the charge of setting
forest fires In Del Norte County,
Callifornia, was held In 8an Fran-
1eco last week, and on the night of
D, 30th the Jury was discharged,
they having been unable to agree on
a wverdiet, Webb, will be given a
gecond trinl on  the same charge
some time during February.

The trial
Duering,

IT you want the best all-round
fence made and for the loast possible
cost, get AMERICAN WOVEN WIRE
sold by Halr-Riddle Hdwe, Co, 1-5-2

Blg cut In the prices of some of
our heaters.—Hair-Riddle Hdwe.

Co. 1-8-1t

Notlee to Stockholders,

Notiee to the stockholders of the Ap-

plegate-Willlams Creamery Co

The annual meeting of the stock-
holders of the above compmuny will
be held at the Creamery bullding st
2 o'clock P. M. Friday, January 15,
1905

By order of the board.

V. H. KENT,, Becretary,

Mrs. Mary Saples of Lentx, Ore,,
arrived last week and will spend a
eouple of weeks here and amoung

other JMings dlsnoning of her inter-

oqis 1n slanzanita Helghts,

MEDFORD TRIBUNE
FAKE INTERVIEW

Questionable Methods of
Our Near Neighbor,

SCURRILOUS TRANSACTION

Attempt to Injure Grants Pass in
Order to Help Out the
Saloon Interests,

The Medford Tribune of January
Tth has & purported Interview with
Ex-Mayor Smith of Grants Pass and
also one with Sheriff Russell and
still another with the proprietor of
the Palace hotel, The persons
named are made to take part In the
local optlon campalgn which s go-
Ing on In Medford, It Is belleved
that the interviews are fakes, at
leas as far as the eex-mayor I8 con-
cerned as he could hardly be so
shortsighted as to be made a cats-
paw of, by the saloon element of a
neighboring elty. It Is well uader-
stood that the sole object of the so-
called Interviews used, was to help
out the whiskey cause as above
stated. Sherift Russell Is used to
preach a temperance sermon,
Everybody will be glad to know
that the sherif has turned his at-
tention to saving our Young men
from the evils of Intemperancee, but
just how he is going to protece the
young men and the salon at the
same time |8 o matter hard to fAg-
ure out, What s sald about the
Palace hotel Is undoubtedly true.
The proprietor of that hostlery
clalmed that his business hod been
cut In wo by local option. That
Is one of Joe's jokes, for be It un-
derstood that a good hall of his
business was in the saloon connect-
ed with the Palace and when local
optlon went Into effect it certalnly
should have cut the business In two,

Below we print the Tribune's of-
fort to help the Medford saloon bus-
iness by tearing down its neighbor,
Grants Pass.

“Previous to the clty of Grants
‘nss voting for and putting Into ef-
fect local option the tax rate was 8
mills and the business done here was
fully equnal to that now done in Med-

ford. Our tax rate I8 now § mills
s mgsw vhan what Is legally al-
lowed. In addition to that, we have

had to Inerease our valuation 60 per
cent, which makes our rate now real-

ndkls, wnd our business has
fallen off and we have decided that
we cannot do any paving."

That was the statement made yoes-
terday by Mayor J.C.8mith of Granta
Pass, who I8 not only one of the lead-
but has also been

told recently to the state legisla-
ture.

To show how certain people nre
trying to mislead the citizens of Med-
ford, It may be stated that according
to the Mall the tax rate of Grants
Puss was much lower than that of
Madlord, and that the former place
wis also paving its stroets Now,
there I8 pot only the positive state-
ment of Mayor Smith that the real
rate now is only 1 mill less than that
of Medford, but that elty voted
against municipal ownership of the
waterworks u-n_(l ulso declded not to
undertake any paving., These are
facts which eannot be disputed,

Nor Is this all, for almost any bus
Iness mun In Grants Puasy will state
that business has fallen off since lo-
cal option went Into effect to & con-
slderable extent

“How does your business compare
now with what It was before you got
local option?" was the question
asked of the proprietor of the Palace
hotel.

“It is more than cut In two,"” was
his reply, “and weé LOW have less
than one-half we had before.

This statement was amply verified
when the writer had dinner there
yesterday, for there were only two
others In the dining room Dbesldes
bimself. This In spite of the fact
that the charge was only 60 eents for
as good a meal as can be got any
where for double t™e price. In spite

hants

of the fact that L= place was nlmost

deserted all day, . ne management
15 good and the hotel s first- class
In every partleular.

A% Lo the Hguor business, It Is the
same at Grants Pass as everywhere
|eisu where local option has been
trled. From the car of the train

|from Medford reaching there yester-

day noon no less than 12 gquart bot-
tles of whiskey were taken off at the

dopot.  Three drunken men were
seen on the streets inslde of one
hour, belng more than the writer

‘hus seen In Medford during the
Christmas holidays, Like other lo-
jeal option places, thero Is no deny-
ing the fact that the cltizens of
Grants Pass can get all the liquor
(they want, but It has driven nearly
(all the outside trade from the oity,
The trade s now golong to Jackson-
ville, Gold Hill and Medford.

"A lot of Uquor is belng shipped
in here from Portland,” sald Sher-
riff Russell, of Josophine county, as
he pointed out a young man staggor-
ing down the street. “The great
trouble 18, he continued, “they send
their money for it to Portland, and
evon Il the hovses there did ouare,
tney have po means of knowling if
the people who send in the orders
wre under age or not, I never knew
of young men being drunk bere be-
fore, but now the sight Is a common
one,'”

“This is how we stand,” sald one

i deading business men of the
Iy, "ln one way we would like to
v Medford go dry because it would
aitie ef our trade now golng

* 10 remain at home, where it
‘roperly  belongs,  The trouble Ia,

cweyer, that many who now go
there would go to Jacksonville and
there 18 no chanew fn the world that
making any change In these places,”

“"Would you olanme Medford lor
conlinuing the present system?" he
was asked,

“Why, certalnly not.” he replied,
“You people would be Ereater fools
than I take you Lo be If vou ever fol-
low our example, In addition to
mors than doubling our taxes, we
have lost from 25 to 50 per cent
of our business, had to do away with
& chance to own our waler system
aud are now forced to give up any
Idea of paving our streets. You peo-
ple have already obligated yoursolves
for these and have Interest to pay,
and yet your tax rate Is, In reality,
only 1 mill more than ours, And
you are getting the cream of Lus-
inesa of the valley. Why? Because
you have 4 better city than ours?
No, sir; becanse our lows has heen
Your galn,
+'The trouble Is that It 1s not our
fault, but that of 1he state ‘aw.
Our people here In the Iy of Grouts
Pass gave over 200 malovity !'n 1a-
vor of continuing the .l44n @ svitom.
Why should we ust hove what we
know we wanted? Whe?  Hoeensoe
we were downed hy he poggie of
the county outard2 ol Grav's Vuse.
another vote would show double
the majority hers ‘n ‘ha ey n fie
vor of the lleen ' syatmn, The peo-
ple outslde of the city haes kills]
oul ety but what do they care? It
Is not o cent out of taaly pockets,'

“Well, 80 you peupie want Ly et
the people outsida of yons ey yun
your affairs the rane oo they have
ours here?

“ANL T can say L4 thac 1f yop de so
you will richly deser:s alt Lhal yon
get”

Snoe recelving the Tribune of the
Tth, the Courier has tasded with
quite a number of the leading busi-
nesss men of this elly and shown
them a copy of the paper. The
first on the list Is Mayor H. C. Kin-
ney, one of the oldest and most
prominent business men In this
clty. His knowledge as to the con-
ditlons which prevall in Grants Pass
at the present time cannot be ques-
tioned. First let us say that Mr.
| Kinney Is the senlor member of the
| large dry goods and grocery firm of
Kinney & Truax, He Is the man
who, at the late eloction defeated
Dr. J. €. Bmith for the office of
mayor, He Is also connected with
i"h" First National Bank of bouthern
|Oregou, and Is known far and wide
as a leading cltizen of the Rogue
iver Valley. When Interviewad
Mr. Kinpey sald: “Our mercantile
bualness shows a large Increase for
the last six months and our cash
sales during that time were doubled,
I think it falr to say that nearly all
of the mercantile establishments of
this city have been exceedingly pros-
parous during the Inet six months,

(Canttnued oa Msq e Mira),




